MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HINXWORTH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON

THURSDAY 2nd FEBRUARY 2006 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 8.00 PM. 
Present:          
                              Mr Simon Marlow (Acting Chairman)

                                                 Mr V. Garling

                                                             Mr H. King

                                                             Mrs W Kitchener (Clerk)

Apologies:                                          Dr M. Hoffman

    1. Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes, having been circulated to all Councillors, were accepted as a   

 correct  record and signed by the Acting Chairman. 

2.  Matters arising from the minutes: 

· The War Memorial: The warmer weather is awaited before the bench repairs will take place. 

· A Website for Hinxworth: The Councillors agreed the adopted Parish Council minutes are to be posted on the website.
Action: Wendy Kitchener is to arrange with Vicky Scales.  

· Recreation Ground:  Simon Marlow met with Derek Turner from Countryside Management. His advice was to leave the area as is to allow for it to become a haven for wild life. The tracks through the woodland should be cleared on a regular basis to allow for walkers/ access etc. 
3. Chairman’s Report:  Nothing to report.

     4. Correspondence: Details on request. 

.

     5. Village Hall: 
· Programme for Refurbishment: 
Attached is the monthly report from the Architects Eades Hotwani. Cost savings are being discussed with Conamar Building Services. The extent of the savings required will be come evident after the meeting on February 8th at N.H.D.C regarding the application for £50K funding. The programme is on target. Everything now hinges on the outcome of the meeting on February 8th.  A meeting between the Parish Council, the Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee, the Technical Consultant and the Builder is to take place on February 13th to agree the final stage prior to the start of the project. 

· Fund Raising: The Councillors discussed this further. They need to speak to the Chairman regarding further action required and are to seek further guidance from statutory authorities. 
Action: Wendy Kitchener to seek additional information.
      6. Planning: Nothing to report.

7. Finance:

· Payments: Details on request. 

· Current Funds:  Wendy Kitchener circulated the details of current funds as at 31 January 2006.
     8. Recreation Ground: Nothing to report.

    9. Highways:
· Chapel Street: The Councillors noted the work required in Chapel Street was to commence in February as per the January Schedule received from Hertfordshire Highways.  

· Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: The Councillors are still aware of the poor condition of the roads. Again it is necessary for all road users to contact the Hertfordshire Highways Fault Line – 01438-737320.
It appears the potholes on the Ashwell/Hinxworth Road, approximately 100 metres into this road from the junction with the Newnham Road at Ashwell, have been filled only to break-up again. 

   Action: Wendy Kitchener to notify Hertfordshire Highways.

    10. Any Other Business: 
· St Nicholas P.C.C. The Parish Council has received a letter from the P.C.C. requesting two road signs to indicate where the Church is located. The Councillors suggested the P.C.C. should approach Andrew Young to apply for the funds for this project in respect of his article in the Village Voice.  N.H.D.C. or Hertfordshire Highways will also be able to advise on where to locate the signs. 
The P.C.C. also requested either an additional notice board or the use of the Parish Council’s notice board for use by the Church. The Councillors agreed the size of their notice board is adequate for the Church notices to be displayed and therefore gives their permission to use the board.

Action: Wendy Kitchener to notify the Secretary to the P.C.C.

· Land at the Rear of Homefield and the Cottages in the High Street:  The Councillors have become concerned over the state of this area of land. It appears to be used as a dumping ground for unwanted rubbish and builder’s rubble. 
· Action: Wendy Kitchener to write to N.H.D.C.
· Annual General Meeting: The Councillors agreed the date as 6th April 2006 8pm in St Nicholas Church.
11. Date of the next meeting: Thursday 2nd March 2006. 8pm in St Nicholas Church.                                                        

     The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

