MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HINXWORTH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON

THURSDAY 5th JANUARY 2006  IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 8.00 PM. 
Present:          
                              Dr M. Hoffman (Chairman)

                                                 Mr V. Garling

                                                             Mr H.King

                                                             Mr S. Marlow

                                                             Mrs W Kitchener (Clerk)

Apologies:                                          Mr A. Smyth

    1. Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes, having been circulated to all Councillors, were accepted as a   

 correct record and signed by the Chairman. The Chairman wished the Councillors and Clerk a Happy New Year.

2.  Matters arising from the minutes: 

· The War Memorial: The wood is now available for the repair of the benches. The War Memorial now requires painting. The quote has been received by the Council, but is expected help within the Village could complete the work.

· A1/New Inn Road: The use of the ‘Farm Vehicles Only’ gap in the central reservation of the A1 is now being dealt with by the Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire Constabulary.  

· A Website for Hinxworth: Vicky Scales has designed a website for Hinxworth. The Councillors agreed the Parish Council minutes should be made available on this site on a monthly basis.
Action: Simon Marlow is to discuss with Vicky Scales.  

3. Chairman’s Report:  None.

     4. Correspondence: available on request. 

.

     5. Village Hall: 
· Programme for Refurbishment: 
Victor Garling proposed the minutes of the meeting of December 22nd 2005 (copies already circulated) be accepted by the Council. Harry King seconded this proposal. Therefore it was agree the preferred Contractor is Conamar Building Contractor, the project is to go ahead, Conamar appointed subject to the £5OK funds from N.H.D.C. ‘PACIF’ initiative being available. Additional cost savings of approximately £13K are also required.

The meeting to agree the above £50K funding is due to take place by the end of January 2006. The Chairman asked the Clerk to confirm the date. 

It is expected the Professional Fees for the project will not exceed £10K. This is the estimate figure in the budget. 

The Chairman thanked the Parish Councillors for their support in arriving at this crucial juncture. He also required it to be recorded that he and the Parish Councillors wished to thank to the Parish Clerk, who without her help the project would not have reached this point.     

Action: Wendy Kitchener to write to Eades Hotwani (Project Architects) to notify them the Parish Council ratified the minutes of December 22nd 2005.  

Also to obtain the date of the PACIF meeting at N.H.D.C.

· Fund Raising: The Councillors noted the names of the persons who kindly donated funds as detailed in the Village Voice January 2006 issue. They have asked the Clerk to write to Les Whitfield for the complete list of names and amounts donated as it appears some of the names had been omitted from the list he passed to the Parish Council.This information is required for the ‘gift aid’ application to the Inland Revenue and the subsequent audit of the accounts at the end of the project.  
Action: Wendy Kitchener to write to Les Whitfield. 

      6. Planning:
· Foxgloves: The letter received form Richard Tiffin has been noted.
· The Three Horseshoes: Planning Applications 05/01845/1AD – 05/1847/1LB Advertisement Consent and Listed Building Consent. The Council have no objections to this application. 

7. Finance:

· Payments: Available on request.

· Public Works Loan Board: The Direct Debit mandate was signed for the repayment of the £43k loan on 31st March and 30th September from the additional precept levied on the Council Tax. The average increase to the rates is £35.00 per annum over a ten-year period.

· Current Funds:  Wendy Kitchener circulated the details of current funds as at 31 December 2005.
     8. Recreation Ground:

· Woodland Area: Simon Marlow is to seek advice from Derek Turner from Countryside Management Services.  
· Car Park: Simon Marlow reported the Car Park needed some urgent maintenance. The Councillors agreed this should be put on hold due to the Contractors would be using the area whilst the refurbishment of the Village Hall takes place.
9. Highways:
· Chapel Street: The Councillors have been notified the recent resurfacing/drainage project is under review with the Hertfordshire Highway’s contractor ‘Mouchel’. In the meantime the gravel the residents in Chapel Street had to put into the gullies at the entrances to their properties, to avoid damage to their vehicles, 

has been removed by Hertfordshire Highways. The Councillors need to know is the gravel to be replaced.

Action: Wendy Kitchener to speak to Robson Muphani Hertfordshire Highways.

· Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: The Councillors are still aware of the poor condition of the roads. Again it is necessary for all road users to contact the Hertfordshire Highways Fault Line – 01438-737320.
One main area for potholes is on the Ashwell/Hinxworth Road approximately 100 metres into this road from the junction with the Newnham Road at Ashwell.

   Action: The Councillors and Clerk  to notify Hertfordshire Highways.

· Speed Sign: Hertfordshire Police has confirmed this sign is working properly.
10. Any Other Business: None.

    .

11. Date of the next meeting: Thursday 2nd February 2006. 8pm in the Village Hall or St Nicholas Church.                                                        

     The meeting closed at 9.00pm.

