MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HINXWORTH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON

THURSDAY 1st JUNE 2006 IN St NICHOLAS CHURCH AT 8.00 PM. 
Present:          
                              Dr Martin Hoffman ( Chairman)

                                                 Mr H. King

                                                             Mr V. Garling

                                                             Mr S. Marlow

                                                             Mr A. Smyth

                                                             Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk)

    1. Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes, having been circulated to all Councillors, were accepted as a   

 correct  record and signed by the  Chairman. 

2.  Matters arising from the minutes: 

· St Nicholas P.C.C.: Its is becoming increasingly difficult to find a manufacturer of signs for the Church that are not too expensive. It is hoped to resolve this by the next Council meeting in July. 

· Action Simon Marlow
· The War Memorial: Harry King is awaiting the better weather before undertaking the work required. 
  3. Chairman’s Report: 
· Book of Local Photographs: There is a DVD of photographs of Hinxworth Village. These are being printed and are to be made into an album for the Clutterbuck family as a momento of their life in the Village.
· List of Local Tradespersons: The Chairman is pleased to endorse Sharon Dawson’s initiative to compile a list of local tradespersons for publication on Hinxworth’s website.
· The Three Horseshoes Rates: The rates for the pub have increased by approximately 20%. The Chairman and the Councillors feel the pub is an essential part of the community. They therefore agree to speak to Andrew Young to enlist his help in appealing against the increase.

· Action  Wendy Kitchener
4. Correspondence: Available on request.

.

  5. Village Hall: 
· Programme for Refurbishment: The first site meeting took place on Tuesday 30th May for the certification of the first stage payment. Work is progressing according to plan. The car park lighting is to be reviewed. Conamar are confident they will be able to provide a satisfactory lighting system for the area without incurring too much expenditure.

The asbestos report highlighted additional items of asbestos that requires removal at a cost of £1900.00.  The work involved and the sum to be charged is now under discussion. 

      Harry King requires the Parish Council to receive a breakdown of the cost of each trade element and the 

      Preliminaries within the Bill of Quantities totalling the Contact Cost. This will enable the costs to be

      monitored.

· Action Wendy Kitchener.  

· BIFFA Award:  The Chairman is in correspondence with BIFFA over their payments of the £45K award
via  Hinxworth Parish Council for the Village Hall Refurbishment. He is concerned the guidelines for the payment of the award, timing and the amount, at the time of the application, were never formally agreed. This has caused much concern between BIFFA and the Parish Council who are both now trying to unravel the original application to agree a satisfactory outcome. It is hoped this will not cause any undue delay.

· Edworth Parish Meeting: The Councillors have received a copy letter from Mid Beds District Council detailing a £15000.00 award towards the Village Hall. Richard Floyd prepared the application and met with 
      Mrs Lewis (District Councillor for the Dunton and Edworth area) and her team at their offices in Ampthill 

      agreed to the award.    
The Councillors convey their thanks to Richard for his efforts in obtaining the award. 
6. Planning: 

· Gate Cottage High Street: The Chairman has received a letter from the owners of Gate Cottage detailing their concern over the public right of way over their land. The Parish Council can see no problem with the proposed diversion as outlined by the owners.
     .

7. Finance:

· Accounts 2005/2006: The accounts for 2005/2006 having now been audited have been signed by the Chairman.  
· Payments: Available on request.
 8. Recreation Ground:           

· Facilities for the Young People in the Village: Harry King now has the brochures the basketball nets and is investigating the equipment required.
· Grass Cutting:- David Granger Landscapes Ltd will continue to cut the grass during the 2006 season. 
· The Tennis Court:- The Councillors have been made aware that some persons in the Village are using 
      the tennis court without paying their subscriptions. The persons entitled to use the tennis court 

      during the 2006 season are as follows:-

      The Hulls, Cobb, Floyd, Grimmer Lillie and Scales families. All have paid their subscriptions. 

      Tony Smyth intends to spray the court to kill off the weeds.

· Hedge Cutting:- Harry King and Tony Smyth are reviewing when this could be done.
· R.O.S.P.A:- The annual inspection has taken place. All the areas inspected have a low risk rating.  

· Tree Planting:- Charlie Thackway and Simon Marlow are still discussing the tree planting.

9. Highways:
· Chapel Street: The figure is still awaited for the cost of the work.

·  Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: The Councillors are still aware of the poor condition of the roads. Again it is necessary for all road users to contact the Hertfordshire Highways Fault Line – 01438-737320. Please when ringing ask for a log number of the call.
A resident of the Village has been in contact with the Highways Department detailing the 67 potholes he counted on the road between Hinxworth and Ashwell. He has also contacted Andrew Young who has passed his complaint onto Tony Hunter (Hertfordshire County Councillor).  Tony Hunter is well aware of the condition of the roads locally and is actively lobbying Hertfordshire County Council to resolve the problem. 

    The Parish Councillors are continuing to take a pro-active stance on the condition of the roads in the area, 

    but are becoming increasingly frustrated by the lack of response to resolving the problem.  

· Francis Road:  The parking on the grass verges continues. The Chairman and Councillors agree the parking of the residents in Francis Road on the grass verges will not be pursued during the duration

of the Village Hall Refurbishment.  The residents at No 20 and 22 are most affected due to the narrowness of the road at that point for the access of heavy lorries to the Village Hall.  

  10. Any Other Business: None. 

 11. Date of the next meeting:  on Thursday 6th July 2006. 8pm in St Nicholas Church.                                                        

     The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

