MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HINXWORTH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON

THURSDAY 2nd MARCH 2006 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 8.00 PM. 
Present:          
                              Dr Martin Hoffman ( Chairman)

                                                 Mr V. Garling

                                                             Mr H. King

                                                             Mr S. Marlow

                                                             Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk)

Apologies:                                          Mr A. Smyth

Other Persons Present for the Village Hall Item: Geoff Burrows (Technical Consultant), Simon   

    Chadwick (Project Architect Eades Hotwani Partnership)

    1. Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes, having been circulated to all Councillors, were accepted as a   

 correct  record and signed by the Acting Chairman. 

2.  Matters arising from the minutes: 

· A Website for Hinxworth: The Councillors noted the adopted Parish Council minutes are now posted on the website.
· St Nicholas P.C.C.  The Councillors having obtained brochures for the road signs to indicate where the Church is located, agreed the cost for the ‘finger signs’ is rather exorbitant. Therefore, it is planned to ask a local contact to quote for the two signs, which is expected to be at a greatly reduced cost.
      Action: Harry King and Simon Marlow to follow-up. Wendy Kitchener to provide the name of the contact.
     3. Chairman’s Report:  The Chairman reminded the Councillors the next meeting on April 6th is the Annual 

     General Meeting. To be held in St Nicholas Church at 8.pm.   

     4. Correspondence: Available on request.

.

     5. Village Hall: 
· Programme for Refurbishment: 
The Parish Council has received confirmation from North Hertfordshire District Council of the £50k award from the P.A.C.I.F. initiative. This sum provides the final funding for the refurbishment of the Village Hall.

The Chairman agreed to write a letter of thanks to Councillor Lynda Needham Chairman of the Council.     

The minutes of the Sub-Committee meeting of February 13th were ratified. Attached is the monthly report from Simon Chadwick who also confirmed the project would be on a ‘fixed price’ Contract. Geoff Burrows indicated it was unlikely further costs would be incurred. A thorough investigation of all known problems had taken place and incorporated in the specification for the project.

Simon Chadwick had the initial cost savings from Conamar Building Services Ltd. He had a few further

final clarifications to discuss with them before the definitive savings amount is agreed. He is also to confirm the Builders will be responsible for the insurance of the site during their duration on site. He is to provide the Parish Council with a draft letter of ‘intent’ for Conamar and also a specimen of the ‘Draft Contract’ along with a specimen ‘Architects Certificate’ for the stage payments. He is awaiting confirmation from North Hertfordshire District Council, Building Regulations Section for the outstanding issue of the ‘lightweight cladding’ to the foundations.  

Wendy Kitchener is to provide the Councillors with the current figure of the Professional Fees, to also liaise with the parties responsible for the release the BIFFA award. To also notify H.M.Customs and Revenue of the £50K award for the sanction for the refund of V.A.T. on the sum.

      The above appears to be the only outstanding items prior to the signing of the ‘Building Contract’.  

     6. Planning: 

· Manor Farm, Chapel Street, Hinxworth, SG7 5HN – Planning Application 06/00213/1

The Councillors expressed their concern over the above Planning Application and have written to North Hertfordshire District Council the following:

a. The size of the replacement workshop. What would it be used for?

      b. The apparent small size of the new grain store. Very small in terms of the usual size of grain stores.

          Would this be commercially viable?

      c. The use of existing outbuildings as a shooting lodge. Shooting at Manor Farm occurs at present on an

          informal basis. Will this now be on a more regular and commercial basis? If this were the case the

         Parish Council would object.

d. With a-c in mind the Parish Council is concerned there will be additional noise pollution, additional traffic 

through the Village into Chapel Street turning into the narrow road, which appears to be in poor repair, to Manor Farm.

e. With regard to the second pond, the Parish Council has no objection assuming the Environment

    Agency confirms this will not affect any existing water table.

        Unless the above concerns are resolved the Parish Council, along with the concerns of those Hinxworth   

        residents currently objecting to the application, have no alternative but to object to the application also.

· Land at the Rear of Homefield and the Cottages in the High Street:  The Councillors are awaiting a response from the Enforcement Section N.H.D.C. into the their survey of the area and it’s condition behind the new cottages and  Holmfield.

· Jacks House New Inn Road:  The Councillors require information on the building activity that has commenced at this dwelling.
Action: Wendy Kitchener to contact N.H.D.C.

7. Finance:

· Payments: Available on request.

     8. Recreation Ground:  The Councillors have noted the article in the Village Voice from Charles Webber.

     It was agreed Harry King would speak to Charles and other young people in the Village over their concerns.     

    9. Highways:
· Chapel Street: The Councillors are awaiting the date for the work to commence.  

· Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: The Councillors are still aware of the poor condition of the roads. Again it is necessary for all road users to contact the Hertfordshire Highways Fault Line – 01438-737320.
The Councillors have noted the article in the Village Voice by Gerald Clare on ‘Our Dirty Roads’. 

Action: Wendy Kitchener to notify Hertfordshire Highways. Also to obtain a ‘Cleaning Programme’ for the area.   

· Francis Road:  It has been brought to the Councillors notice that vehicles and trailers continue to be parked on the grass strips and verges in Francis Road, causing serious damage to the grass verges. They agreed a letter would be sent to each resident of Francis Road notifying the asking them not to park cars and trailers on the grass. It was also agreed that N.H.D.C. should be approached about this problem and possible solutions.

    10. Any Other Business: None.

    11. Date of the next meeting: the A.G.M. on Thursday 6th April 2006. 8pm in St Nicholas Church.                                                        

     The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

