MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HINXWORTH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON

THURSDAY 4th MAY 2006 IN St NICHOLAS CHURCH AT 8.00 PM. 
Present:          
                              Dr Martin Hoffman ( Chairman)

                                                 Mr H. King

                                                             Mr S. Marlow

                                                             Mr A. Smyth

                                                             Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk)

Apologies:                                          Mr V. Garling

    1. Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes, having been circulated to all Councillors, were accepted as a   

 correct  record and signed by the  Chairman. 

2.  Matters arising from the minutes: 

· St Nicholas P.C.C.:-  Simon Marlow had obtained a verbal quote for the road signs to indicate the location of the Church. The Councillors thought the sum of £250.00 per sign too costly. Another local contact will be approached for a quote. Simon Marlow proposed the £100.00 be set aside for the cost, the Chairman seconded this proposal.

      Action:  Wendy Kitchener to arrange. 
· Local Footpaths:- Simon Marlow notified the meeting he had reviewed the map of the local ‘Rights of Way’ as received from Hertfordshire County Council. The map shows the accurate details, as far as he is aware, of  ‘The Rights of Way’ in the Area. 
· The War Memorial:- Harry King is to review the current condition of the seats and arrange for them to be mended where necessary. The memorial also requires painting and a quote for this work is awaited. 
  3. Chairman’s Report: See under other headings. 

  4. Correspondence: Available on request.

.

  5. Village Hall: 
· Programme for Refurbishment: 
A ‘Start meeting’ took place on 25 April at the offices of Conamar Building Services. It was agreed the Village Hall site should be fenced off and made secure in the first week of May. The building programme will then commence as soon as this is completed.

      There has yet to be a survey, as required by the Health and Safety Executive, on the asbestos in the  

      existing building. This will take place by the end of the first week in May with the report to be sent to Eades 

      Hotwani (The Project Architects) the following week. This survey is an additional cost to the project, which 

      needs to be covered from the ‘contingency’ element in the Tender. The Chairman has asked the Clerk to 

      write to Eades Hotwani (The Project Architects) to register the Parish Council’s disquiet over this and to

     also notify the Architects the additional cost of £765.00 should be reduced by the amount within the tender  

     figure for the area of the asbestos in the roof.

     The final figure outstanding for Eades Hotwani’s professional fees has also to be confirmed.

     The Chairman is concerned the sum of £5051.00 the Parish Council paid over BIFFA as a guarantee has  

     yet to be refunded to the Council.  

     Action:- Wendy Kitchener to write to Eades Hotwani and BIFFA. 

6. Planning: 

· Manor Farm, Chapel Street, Hinxworth, SG7 5HN – Planning Application 06/00213/1

North Hertfordshire District Council has given conditional approval to the above Planning Application.

7. Finance:

· Accounts 2005/2006:- The Clerk circulated and outlined the draft accounts for 2005/2006. These have now to be audited ready for the Chairman to sign at the Parish Council’s next meeting in June. 
· Payments: Available on request.
 8. Recreation Ground:           

· Facilities for the Young People in the Village:- After his discussion with Charles Webber, Harry King asked the Clerk to obtain brochures for basket ball nets that can be set up in the tennis court area. 
· Grass Cutting:- David Granger Landscapes Ltd will continue to cut the grass during the 2006 season. 
· The Tennis Court:- The Councillors have been made aware that some persons in the Village are using 
      the tennis court without paying their subscriptions. The persons entitled to use the tennis court 

      during the 2005 season were as follows:-

      The Hulls, Cobb, Floyd, Grimmer, Scales, Marlow, and Lillie families. All had paid their subscriptions. 

     A notice will be put in the Village Voice for all those persons in the Village who want to use the tennis court 

     during the 2006 season to pay their subscriptions of £22.00 to the Parish Council as soon as possible.   

     For the 2006 season those persons eligible to use the tennis court will be displayed on the notice board by 

     the Three Horseshoes pub as the notice board on the Village Hall will be unavailable during the  

     refurbishment.  

     Tony Smyth has kindly agreed to spray the court to kill off the weeds.

· Hedge Cutting:- Harry King and Tony Smyth are reviewing when this could be done.
· R.O.S.P.A:- This annual inspection is scheduled for sometime in May.

· Tree Planting:- Charlie Thackway has approached the Parish Council with a request to plant a tree in memory of Jan, his wife, who passed away recently after along illness. The Parish Councillors are more than agreeable to this. Simon Marlow is to speak to Charlie to discuss where it is likely the tree will be planted.
    9. Highways:
· Chapel Street: This work is now complete. The Chairman asked the Clerk to speak to Andrew Young about how much the work cost. That is the original figure and also the subsequent remedial work that has just been completed and who paid for it.

·  Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: The Councillors are still aware of the poor condition of the roads. Again it is necessary for all road users to contact the Hertfordshire Highways Fault Line – 01438-737320.
· Francis Road:  The parking on the grass verges continues. The Chairman asked the Clerk to speak to Andrew Young on who to approach at North Hertfordshire Homes as it appears to be their tenants who park on the verges.

    10. Any Other Business: The Chairman asked the Clerk to write to Gordon Hayden and John Cheney to 

    thank them for the work they do within the Village, 

   11. Date of the next meeting:  on Thursday 1st June 2006. 8pm in St Nicholas Church.                                                        

     The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

