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Thieves vandalise St
George’s Church

Thieves broke into St George’s Church, Edworth some time around
June 15th and in attempting to remove some of the windows caused
many thousands of pounds worth of damage. The thieves tried to kick
in the South door but were unsuccessful.They then pushed in the
south nave window at the west end in with such force that the stone-
work around the window was severely damaged. Once inside the church,
they attempted to remove the padlocked security bar on the inside of
the south internal door but again were thwarted.

Six windows in all were damaged including some medieval ones.
The 19th century lancet window in the South aisle was taken from the
church. Glass left lying nearby suggest that it was damaged in being
removed. An attempt was made to remove the window above the altar.
Here again the villains were thwarted, this time by the window protec-
tion on the outside which prevented the window being forced out
from the inside. Considerable damage has been done to this window.

lancet window stolen

Tragically, restoration work on some
of the glass had only recently been
completed by Riverside Studios in
Hull for the Churches Conserva-
tion Trust. The building is not in-
sured but repairs will be funded
from the Trust’s ‘unforeseen’
budget. This is not the first time
that St George’s has been targeted
by thieves. An altar table and a chest
have been stolen in the past. Sadly
it may be that the Trust will have
to consider installing a sophisticated
alarm system.

alarm system needed?

Ashwell School - Parents press for
additional teacher and places for

Hinxworth and Edworth children in 2003
Concerned parents are pressing Hertfordshire County Council to

make  funding available  for an additional teacher at Ashwell School so
that children from Hinxworth and Edworth can be accommodated
there from September 2003. Natasha Sengupta, Sharon Dawson, Jo
Johnson and Sonja Bentley distributed letters to villagers in Hinxworth
and Edworth asking for supporters to write to Robert Gordon, Execu-
tive Member for Children, Schools and Families at Hertfordshire County
Council protesting about plans to ship four year olds to a Letchworth
primary school in 2003. Closing date for representations is mid Au-
gust, with a decision expected in January 2003.

plans contradict county council policy
Their letter quotes from the Council’s Structure Plan... “to give greater
emphasis...in the countryside and on promoting the vitality and viabil-
ity of villages.” They write, “Forcing four year olds from a small village
to commute ten miles a day to reception class away from their commu-
nity, family and friends is in direct conflict with your commitments to
everyone in this community. Your Service Aims Policy states, ‘by work-
ing closely with other agencies and partners, our combined resources
can be used creatively to bring maximum benefit to children, young
people and their families.’ How do your plans for the children from the
villages surrounding Ashwell support this? they ask.

help needed to achieve result
Meanwhile our Councillors have been actively involved in the matter.
Ian Simpson has attended two meetings at Ashwell School and Andrew
Young has pledged to do his utmost to ensure Edworth children are
included in the campaign for admission to Ashwell. “I know that they
are an important and integral part of the Hinxworth community,” he
said. If you can help keep the pressure building on the County Council,
contact any of those named above. Maybe our Parish Councils could
weigh in too.



Bears raise £330 £214.40 raised
for Arthritis

Research

Phoebe Lord hooks a prize-winning duck watched by Sonja Bentley

The postponed Teddy Bears picnic in aid of Keech Cottage Chil-
dren’s Hospice held at Orchard Bungalow, Edworth on Sunday July
21st raised around £330, an increase of £80 on last year’s result. Al-
though the rainclouds threatened, everyone had a great time. Faces
were painted, plants were sold, there was a raffle and ducks were hooked
out of a paddling pool for prizes. Organizer Valerie Bagnall said, “I’d
like to thank all who helped, village people, friends and family, those
who donated prizes and all who supported the event. We have no
expenses to deduct so all the money will go to the children’s hospice.”

The coffee morning and bring
and buy on July 12th organized
by the Ashwell and Hinxworth
branch of the Arthritis Research
Campaign raised a total of
£214.40, writes Janet Fair. Thanks
to all who came and supported
this important cause. If you
would like to know more about
the branch and its fundraising
activities, ring me on 743137.

Jubilee ball bowls
If you are missing a bowl, dish

or plate that you took along for
the dinner at the Jubilee Ball in
Edworth, writes Linda Croton,
give me a call on 742205. I have
a number of unclaimed objects
safely stored in the Village Hall
and it would be great to reunite
them with their owners.

Harvest Luncheon
Join us for a delicious two

course harvest luncheon on Sun-
day October 6th at 12.30 pm in
the Village Hall, Hinxworth, and
help us raise money for St
Nicholas Church funds. Tickets
cost £7.50 for adults, and £2.50
for children. Space and tickets are
limited so reserve your tickets as
soon as possible by contacting
Yvonne Tookey on 742439, Janet
Fair on 743137 or Robin Mead-
ows on 743220. Soft drinks will
be available but please bring your
own wine. We would be very
grateful for any  offers of prizes
for the raffle.

Village walk
There won’t be a village walk

during August due to people be-
ing on holiday, writes Yvonne
Tookey. The next walk will be on
Friday September 6th, meet at the
Three Horseshoes at 10.30 am

Saucy Chipmunk Rocky

Rocky the chipmunk escaped
from the Three Horseshoes pub
on July 13th and was found later
in the bedroom of Martin Parry
in High Street, Hinxworth.

The Wolf and the Turkey
One sunny morning a wolf

was spying on a turkey with her
egg. The wolf licked his lips, slob-
ber dripped on the ground. He
tip-toed over and said that the
turkey had always had a magnifi-
cent dance. He asked her if she
would dance for him. Leaving her
egg behind, the turkey agreed.
She turned around. The egg was
gone, and the wolf had gone too.

Moral: Don’t always trust
someone you don’t know.
Beth Price, aged 10
Theft of expensive cars

We hear that expensive cars
are being stolen to order, among
them newer Mercedes, BMW,
Audi and some 4x4 vehicles. The
police advise that such cars should
be kept in a locked garage wher-
ever possible; don’t leave keys near
the front door; keep all keys
locked away; consider fitting a
secondary vehicle immobiliser;
high value cars could be fitted
with a tracking system. If your
house has an alarm system, con-
sider setting the downstairs alarm
overnight. The police say that this
type of crime is not so much op-
portunism as theft to order.

watch out for more Jubilee
photos in  Village Voice

Willington Walk
On July 3rd members of

Hinxworth and Edworth WI and
their husbands enjoyed a stimu-
lating evening walk along the
River Ouse at Willington. The
walk was enriched by a set of
questions walkers had to answer
and was followed by a delicious
evening meal at the Methodist
Church. Our picture show
Caroline Smyth working at her set
of questions. Congratulations to
Willington Methodist Church for
their enjoyable fundraising initia-
tive. Could we learn from them?

The Parish Puddle
“Oh dear !” they cried, “this water’s wet and getting even wetter.

It’s spreading out both far and wide, whatever is the matter?” Then up
spake one with urban might. “The peasants got us in this plight, it’s
up to us to put things right, we’ll tell the Parish Council.” “We note
your note,” the Council said, “we’ll pass it on next time it’s wet.” As
the years and months rolled by the weather turned both wet and dry,
causing a dilemma.  - Ezekiel Hodge (contributed by George Street)



Contact the Elderly needs your help

Contact the Elderly groups in Hertfordshire actively work towards
alleviating loneliness and promoting independence amongst the eld-
erly.

escaping from those four walls
Once a month groups meet for tea and companionship.  Members,
well into their 80s and 90s, are assigned a volunteer driver and are
invited to a volunteer host’s home for Sunday tea.  Groups are kept
small (about 8 - 10) so everyone can chat easily together and a different
host is visited each month.  These outings provide a wonderful oppor-
tunity to get away from the four walls and be with caring friends.

why not volunteer?
To continue this free service, Contact the Elderly urgently needs to
hear from volunteers:

Hosts willing to put on a simple tea in their home for around 8 to
10 elderly members and drivers just once a year.    The only require-
ments are easy access, a downstairs toilet and a large teapot!

Drivers with cars who have an afternoon to spare once a month
who could pick up members and join in the tea.

a lovely afternoon with friends
“The time I feel most lonely is after six  o’clock, but when I’ve been out
to a Contact tea  I don’t feel lonely at all – just fresh memories of a
lovely afternoon with friends.  It’s good getting out and being with
people and it’s made such a difference to my life,” said Harold,  89.
Volunteers are sought all over Hertfordshire and particularly around
the St Albans and Hertford areas.  If you would like to volunteer please
call Jenny Gregorian on Freephone 0800 716 543 or visit www.contact-
the-elderly.org

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
We had been looking forward to our July Garden Meeting in Janet

and Reggie Fair’s lovely garden - anticipating a balmy evening, cro-
quet on the lawn and a delicious supper. However, the gathering clouds
and sudden downpours put paid to that and the Village Hall was
hastily prepared! We still enjoyed the evening very much. The supper
was excellent, the competitions defeated some, and we had the added
bonus of a talk by Reggie Fair about his memories of his mother,
Marjorie Fair, who was very involved in the WI for many years and
served as County Chairman for two periods.

There is no meeting in August, but we look forward to an outing
to the Space Centre in Leicester on August 7th.
Annette Forbes

 ‘Thanks to all those Village Voice readers who replied to the sug-
gested e-mail directory. It’s still not too late to be included. Here is
what you have to do:

Send me an e-mail (hinxworthclares@btopenworld.com) with the
following information

* Name (how you would like to be listed in the e-mail directory)
* Address (optional)
* Telephone (optional)
* E-mail address (optional - I’ll get this from your e-mail to me)
Even if you know I happen to have your e-mail address by some

other route, I still need to have your direct request to be included for
the sake of your privacy.

Everyone included will be e-mailed a copy of the directory.
Note the directory will also include Edworth and Newnham - in

fact anyone who gets a copy of Village Voice.’

Gerald Clare

Hinxworth, Edworth and Newnham e-
mail directory

Congratulations

Rosa Jenkins of Francis Road, Hinxworth celebrated her 90th birth-
day with a birthday tea to which she invited friends and neighbours.
It was a beautiful day, the sun shone and guests were able to see and
admire Rosa’s fantastic back garden. Many happy returns, Rosa!

                                     **********
Congratulations too to Philip Lindsell of Edworth on his engage-

ment to Rosanna Hope. They are to be married in October, with their
marriage being blessed in St George’s Church, Edworth after the civil
ceremony. Village Voice wishes them both every happiness.

Five Willington walkers - see story opposite
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Church services
Sunday 4th 10 am United Benefice Eucharist St Nicholas, H’worth
Sunday 11th10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 18th 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 25th 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
                   10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Please note, no Toddlers’ Service at Hinxworth in August

on Newnham Recreation Ground. Saturday 3rd
August 2 pm. Phone Val Owen on 01462 743161
to book. £5.00 pre booked £6.50 on the day. Free
parking and entrance for buyers.

Car Boot Sale

Hinxworth (Edworth and Newnham) versus
Potton (Wrestlingworth, Dunton, Sandy,

Biggleswade and America)
Sunday July 7th dawned – well after a false start involving getting up

at 3:55 am to get Katie ready for her school trip to Germany after
which I decided to deliver the Herts on Sunday rather earlier than
normal! –dull! and well frankly I was wondering what on earth had
possessed me to say ‘yes’ to Philip Lindsell’s ridiculous idea that
Hinxworth tennis court members could play against an established
club like Potton.

I was joined by Alastair Hay and Michael Finnimore in my car and
because they were so enthusiastic (they’d actually practised!) I began to
feel perhaps we weren’t on to a complete loser.

We drove to Potton in convoy behind a very nice Porsche Boxster
which turned out to be driven by an equally nice young lady from
Newnham, Clare Field.

off to study gorillas
On our arrival, one of the Potton team members failed to show so his
place was taken by a lad over from America and just leaving for Uganda
to study gorillas – his father is Ted Wrangham, the world’s leading ex-
pert on apes.

At this stage the weather was looking extremely iffy but Michael
was sure it would change and of course it did. We spun for partners, I
got Philip, Michael got Rosanna, Philip’s fiancée, and Alastair got Clare
and then set about playing each of the opposing couple in turn. By
now I was beginning to get into the spirit of it all and my mum might
even have been proud of me! It was so close at the end of this part that
Potton only won 32 – 31 games. For which they were given 1 point –
a point which caused some hilarity considering all the hard work that
went into it! Pairs were then ranked so players who’d won most games
played each other and so on down the pairs. Hinxworth won this sec-
tion 2-1 so we got 2 points and they got 1 so now we were even and
had to go to a decider.

Potton only just won
By this time two Hinxworth players had jumped ship and two Potton
members had had to go – one to Uganda – so the pairs were rearranged
and ultimately we only just lost!

Well done everybody. We all had a great time, so well done, Philip,
for organising it and thanks, Rosanna, for the refreshments. I even
managed to meet someone from Potton who’d known my sister in Sin-
gapore – what a small world!

Potton pip us at
the post

sports
correspondent
Sylvia Scales
reports on a

historic tennis
tournament

Parish Council
news

The council met on July 4th. There was no word on the progress of
lottery funding for the Village Hall improvements. Site meetings would
be arranged upon the receipt of planning applications and within the
time limits specified. The matter of dog fouling in the recreation ground
area was discussed and research  would be carried out into the possibil-
ity of fining dog owners.

who can use the tennis court?
There was reported confusion about who could use the tennis court. It
was agreed that a list of members would be posted on the Village Hall
noticeboard, with membership running from April to March. A request
had come from Ashwell about use of the court. The councillors agreed
to Ashwell use on two evenings a month for the cost of £25 per
evening.Hedges in the High Street had been cut back and the trailer,
plant and equipment had disappeared for the time being.
rural road & village speed limits to be reduced
 Further research would be undertaken into automatic speed signs as
used in Cottered. It was thought likely that speed limits on rural roads
would be reduced from 60 mph to 40 mph, with limits in villages dropped
to 20 mph. Tony Devaney suggested that speeding through Hinxworth
might be approached by following the practice of Fowlmere residents
who, it appeared, were photographing offenders. Enquiries would be
made of the Police Authority and Fowlmere Parish Council.

chalky water
There was a scheme for villages to receive grants for village transport.
Three yellow footpath signs are missing from posts between Bury End
Pond and Hinxworth Place. The councillors agreed with Dr Hoffman
that the household water in the area was ‘chalky’. A letter would be sent
to the Water Authority.

The next meeting is on Thursday August 1st at 8 pm in Hinxworth
Village Hall. All welcome.

Copy date for September’s Village Voice
Copy for September’s Voice should be sent to Vil-

lage Voice, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL
or emailed to fool@fish.co.uk by Friday August 9th


