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Shortage of places at
Ashwell School

by County Councillor Ian Simpson
In September 2001 several children, who lived in Ashwell, or the

surrounding villages, failed to get a place in their local school.  Some
were allocated to schools in Letchworth and one to Sandon School, in
all cases requiring separation from friends and expensive journeys to
unfamiliar schools.  Children living in Baldock suffered a similar fate,
a significant number ending up in Letchworth.

summer review
As a result of this problem I asked officers at County Hall to review the
number of places being provided in Ashwell and Baldock and this re-
view will be carried out during the summer. However it has already
become absolutely clear that there is an ongoing problem at Ashwell
School.  There are 34 children so far accepted in the Nursery class for
next year, whilst at the end of the year only 30 children can be accepted
into the Reception class.

Two sets of rules come into play. Firstly the Government has said
that all classes for the first three years of primary education shall have a
maximum of 30 children.  A good thing in itself but very difficult for
small village primary schools with regular potential intakes in the mid
thirties.  The school is funded on pupil numbers and cannot afford
two teachers to deal with say 34 children.  The County Council is
reluctant to pay for extra teachers where there are spare places in schools
which they regard as nearby. Secondly the County’s rules for admission
will exclude children with the shortest extra distance to an alternative
school, if there are more applications than places.  Thus children from
villages such as Radwell, Hinxworth and Newnham, which are some
distance from Ashwell, may be the first to be offered places elsewhere.

seeking solution to unacceptable situation
My view is that this is not acceptable.  I believe that sending village
children of four, perhaps by taxi, to schools where they know no one is
cruel and bad for their social and educational development.  I have
discussed this with the Head at Ashwell School and with County offic-
ers and am arranging for them to meet at the school to see if a sensible
solution can be found.  I will make sure that the outcome of the meet-
ing is publicised as soon as possible.
District Councillor Andrew Young adds:

Two issues arise. First any class size over 30 (and that has occurred
previously) has been funded by Government key stage 1 money.That
has now been withdrawn. Likewise a second form of entry has to be
funded by Government and it will not be! So the issue is how to get
around the problem. One area of potential help is that the new admis-
sion rules that apply to Knights Templar (no-one from out of county)
will probably apply to Ashwell school too. This should open up a lot of
places. The cabinet member for Education has promised me this will
be checked to see how many places will become available and if it is
still not enough, and the Government continues to refuse help, then
he will consult the school and see how it can be dealt with.

What a weekend!
a ball at Edworth.....

Gerald and Audrey Clare celebrated their 45th wedding anniversary at the ball.

.....and a bonfire at Newnham(photo:Wendy Kitchener)

(more Jubilee pictures inside)

Despite the ominous clouds the gazebos went up and the chairs and
tables spilt out onto the village green on Monday 3rd June to celebrate
the Queen’s Golden Jubilee. Many of the houses were already bedecked
with Union Jacks and bunting and at 2pm the celebrations began. Eve-
ryone made the effort and fancy dress was the order of the day with
red, white and blue on all manner of clothing. A prize was awarded for
the best hat, the best costume and even the best-dressed bicycle.This
was followed by races for the kids, a scavenger hunt and a Welly throw-
ing competition. A lovely tea was laid on and everyone enjoyed the
afternoon despite the odd shower or two.

At 8 pm the fit brigade met at the Village Hall and ate hot dogs and
baked spuds in readiness for the trek up to the trig point. We met at
the very top and we joined forces with our Bygrave neighbours to light
not one, but two, bonfire beacons. Others could be seen on the hori-
zon and many firework displays could be seen all around us. Our large
fireworks were let off at 10.15pm and the torch lit procession then
started back down the hill to culminate in more fireworks on the vil-
lage green.It was a great day and everyone had fun. More importantly it
was an event that cemented an already strong village community. Many
thanks to everyone who organised, contributed and joined in the fun.
Phil Gilbert

Newnham celebrations



Dear Editor
Why does it flood in New Inn Road? My parents have owned the

meadow in New Inn Road since 1972 and contrary to implications in
the article published in the Village Voice from a New Inn Road resi-
dent, they have not filled in a “village pond” during that time.

overspill lorry park
The resident was partially correct in trying to suggest there was a pond
within the meadow. However it was filled in after the 2nd world war
and not during the 70’s or 80’s. Our meadow along New Inn Road
frontage was used as an overspill lorry park for government vehicles
during the Second World War.  You can still see the gap in the hedge
where an entrance was sited and gave access to New Inn Road. Graham
and I have walked up and down the area we refer to as “the car park”
many times with a metal detector and found old cans and twisted bits
of metal that regularly come to the surface. When we dig down there is
a layer of chalk and underneath rubble and hardcore that was obvi-
ously laid to enable heavy vehicles to be parked.

 After the 2nd world war Mrs Mac (the previous owner) told us she
swept the rubbish into the pond area just in front of Mr and Mrs
Cooper’s and Helen and Nick Jewell’s cottages. During the 70’s and
80’s when I was a teenager the pond did appear during some winters
and we have film of my brother and I with local friends riding our
bikes through the pond. It was only 18 inches or so at its deepest but
made a great cross-country course for our bikes and my two ponies
Bluey and Cavey.

what’s happened to the ditch?
If we would like to lay the blame with Mrs Mac in the 50’s I think we
should also remember there was a ditch running along New Inn Road’s
length from the corner to the High Street and running under the High
Street down past the church. What has happened to this?

The council filled in the ditch along our meadow frontage a cou-
ple of years ago. I wonder whether any one has tracked the free flow of
water from the corner in New Inn Road, along our meadow frontage,
under the front rose garden of Rose Cottage, through the visible ditch
in front of 12, 10, 8, 6 New Inn Road past Rectory Corner (In the
70’s and 80’s a ditch ran in front of the old rectory house at the corner
of New Inn Road but was filled in by past owners) then underground
across the High Street and down past the Church.

shared responsibility
We hope these facts clear the obvious bubbling issue that consumes
some residents in our village today. Let’s look at “all the causes and
effects” perpetrated by the council and “many individuals” (some still
living in the village). In total they may have caused the corner along
New Inn Road to suffer flooding over the last few years. On a last note,
how many gardens in Hinxworth still have a well compared to 70’s,
50’s and 20’s? We wonder if extensions now sit over previously opened
and workable wells? Could this also affect the water table and drainage
within our village? Perhaps we should not throw stones?

Sharon and Graham Collins

Village pond hornets’ nest

Dear  Editor,
An article entitled ‘If at first.....’ written by a resident of New Inn

Rd and published by yourselves has been brought to my attention.
 As the owner of the field adjacent to the nasty corner since the early

70s I would like to point out that at no time have I filled in any pond.
Perhaps the anonymous resident could say where these two ponds were.

clear the pipes
I do know that the council has spent much time and money digging
out ditches leaving the earth piled where it is dug, ready for the rain to
wash it back in. Perhaps they might consider clearing through the pipes
that they laid in place of some of these ditches.

why I don’t read village voice
 I have not bothered to read the Village Voice since your first major
article that suggested people of my age should leave our homes and
move into the nearest town. Can I assure you that since the early 70s I
have come to treasure the 6 acres of wild life area that I live in? I spend
an ever increasing time watching, photographing and writing about
happenings during the seasons.

Regards,
Morris Stanley,
12 New Inn Rd

continued columns 3 and 4

Parish Council news
The Council met on June 6th

in Hinxworth Village Hall. TXU
Eastern Energy had written to say
that all those who had sought
compensation had been reim-
bursed. The Council agreed to
fund the cost of the Jubilee Party
and Sports Day. The Council saw
the Party, Sports Day and Barbe-
cue as a resounding success. The
Council appointed Parish Clerk
Wendy Kitchener as its Finance
Officer. A damaged tree on the
Recreation Ground had been
felled, and there continued to be
dog fouling in the area. Hedges
continued to encroach on the
High Street. Trees could be
planted on the verge of New Inn
Road near Place Farm. Concern
was voiced about traffic in the
Dewmead area. Local ponds
could see some restoration work
being done.
Next meeting: July 4th at 8 pm
in the Village Hall. All welcome.

Treasure Hunt
Due to the World Cup the car

treasure hunt arranged by the
Friends of St Nicholas Church for
June 30th has been re-scheduled
to take place on September 8th.
More information from Philip
King on 01462 742580

copy date
Copy date for August’s Village Voice
is July 20th. Please email copy to
fool@fish.co.uk or send to 18 Francis
Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL

Marathon thanks
Hi folks! I write to say many,

many thanks to all the people who
helped me raise over £1200 for
Multiple Sclerosis this year.

This was my second experi-
ence at running the London
Marathon and in the end was one
of triumph over near disaster!
Having run  just outside 4 hours
last year I was pretty determined
to crack it this time. My train-
ing, which started in January, con-
sisted of 5 am starts during the
week culminating in two and
three hour runs at weekends. In-
variably these longer runs were in
cold pouring rain on Sunday af-
ternoons when I’d done all the
usual weekend chores! My longer
runs went really well and my
times got gradually better.Below
4 hours looked on the cards.

The week before the event I
registered with all my fellow run-
ners at the London Arena. My
plan for the race was to meet with
the ‘pace setters’ from the maga-
zine Runner’s World and start
with the sub 4 hour group and
break away at the 20-mile mark.

sick of pasta
Anyway the big day arrived. I was
sick of pasta by now and had been
drinking more water than I
thought possible. Christine (my
wife) and the boys dropped me off
at Stevenage at six in the morn-
ing,  and agreed to meet me at
Canary Wharf at 11:30.

continued page 3 column 1



blister and doubts
I  got to the start some 2 ½ hours
later.  There’s great excitement as
we all huddle together and 2 min-
utes silence for the Queen Mother
only adds to this. Eventually we’re
away, I’m with the right group and
am able to keep up. Every thing
seemed to be perfect, the condi-
tions were right, I felt good in
myself and then at eight miles a
blister appeared right on the ball
of my left foot!  It’s impossible to
describe the disappointment as the
group I’d been running with dis-
appeared from sight.

I thought if I could make it to
Tower Bridge, that might be ac-
ceptable or even round to Canary
Wharf where my family were
waiting. Somehow I limped
round past Tower Bridge stopping
for a walk at all the drink stations
and on towards Canary Wharf.
how could I give up?

 All around the course the MS
Society have ‘cheering points’;
once they see your MS running
shirt you get a massive lift from
all their shouts. How could I pos-
sibly dropout when the sufferers
of this dreadful illness are facing
their own daily personal mara-
thons  and I’m moaning about a
blister on my foot?

I eventually finished, my time
was 4 hours 45 minutes, about
an hour slower than I’d hoped for
but it really was a triumph over
disaster. I felt enormously proud.
Despite all the pain it was another
fantastic day and I’ll certainly be
there again another year raising
money for the MS Society and
trying to beat 4 hours!

Thanks for all your support.

Nicholas Clare

Marathon Martin

We are feeling very proud  just
now of young Martin Howard of
2 The Green,Newnham, cur-
rently a student at Sheffield
Hallam University. Martin took
part in the London Marathon on
behalf of the NSPCC and fin-
ished the race in five hours thirty-
five minutes which  raised about
£1500 for the society. So deter-
mined was he to achieve this goal
that he was obliged to walk, or
rather hobble the last nine miles,
rather than give in to a badly  in-
jured knee. He actually came
round to collect his sponsor
money on crutches! However, his
mother Betty tells me that he is
much better now and back again
at college. Congratulations to him
and to all plucky people who push
themselves to their limits for such
a good cause.
Sue Bain
The Wolf and the Mouse

One day in a forest there was
a wolf with a bone stuck in his
throat. He pleaded with all the
woodland animals to help him.
He came across a mouse and
bribed the mouse to get it out by
saying, “there will be a reward.”
The mouse climbed into his
throat, got the bone and then
climbed out with the bone under
his arm. The mouse said, “So
what’s my reward?” The wolf said,
“Your reward is getting the bone
out without me eating you.”
Moral: Don’t expect a reward for
a good deed!
Sam Butterworth,aged 10.

Golden Jubilee weekend

The concert that we held at
Dewmead House on 28th May
was a great success. I would like
to thank all of the local people
who supported me by coming to
listen. Thank you to everyone
who has written letters of support,
they will be invaluable when it
comes to our planning application
for the music centre.

Many thanks,
Chris Sheldrick.

Dewmead concert

Relaxing in Newnham:Olive Johnson and Sheila Rosendale

Cyril Demarne awards Imogen Bentley one of John Mills’ medals

Sandwiches, cakes and balloons for Hinxworth children

and a loyal toast to round off the day.
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Church services
Thursday 4th 2 pm Toddlers’ Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 7th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 14th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 21st 10 am Family Service and Baptism, St Nicholas,

Hinxworth on the theme: “Fools for Christ”.
Sunday 28th 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
                  10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

An Alternative Venue or Ta-ran-ta-ra!
One of the local annual events that coincided with the Jubilee week-

end was the 49th Ashwell Music Festival. During the week of the Fes-
tival Simon Marlow and Mary Hinde gave a recital for piano and viola
from Bartok and Brahms. On the Saturday, The Pirates of Penzance by
Gilbert and Sullivan was performed to a packed house in St Mary’s
Church, with the leading parts taken by singers from the D’Oyly Carte
and National Opera Companies.

We, the audience, had to work very hard and had 50 minutes train-
ing for the choruses. Each of us changed hats as Pirates, Boys, Girls
and Policemen and a specific chorus for the Major-General’s Song.
The parts of Edith and Samuel were drawn from the audience as well.

The Musical Director who also provided the accompaniment on
the piano was Ian McMillan, who has conducted over 400 perform-
ances of Gilbert and Sullivan operas since 1988, using the audience as
the chorus. The Police Sergeant, a David Jason lookalike withg a mar-
vellous deep bass voice provided additional direction. There were some
very low notes in the final chorus, ‘With cat-like tread’. Some said the
ladies were the ones to reach the lowest notes, but, as the programme
for the festival said, the event was ‘for fun’!

So on to next year for the 50th Festival, which will be extended to
two weeks. I look forward to it with eager anticipation.
Robin Meadows

Church Picnic on July 14th (reminder)
There will be a Church Picnic Tea and Gift  Day in the grounds of

St Nicholas Church from 2.30 pm on Sunday July 14th, Bastille Day.
There will be stalls, a raffle, fun for all and cream teas. All welcome.
This will replace the annual bellringers’ barbecue which will not take
place this year due to illness and a shortage of bellringers. Offers of
help to Yvonne Tookey, please, on 01462 742439.

On the
beat

PC Nick Eliason gives
advice for those who
are going on holiday
Now that the Queen’s Golden Jubilee celebrations are behind us,

many of you will doubtless be thinking of your holidays far from
Hinxworth and its environs. Perhaps now is a good time to consider
some crime prevention measures to secure your home whether you are
off to Great Yarmouth or Goa.

Some of the following points will be obvious (hopefully), but con-
tinue to stand the test of time:

· Have good locks fitted to all outside doors and ensure they are
used. (A minimum 5-lever mortice lock in addition to any rim- locks)
is a good starting point. Keep all keys out of view and reach.

· Window locks are essential on all ground floor windows and
any others that may be accessible from say, a flat garage roof.

· Time-switches for interior lighting and/or a radio set will create
the impression that the property is occupied.

· External security lighting is an effective deterrent to potential
intruders.

· Rather than garage the car, consider leaving it on the driveway
if that is where it is normally kept - always remembering that Herts
Constabulary will accept no responsibility if you should be unfortu-
nate enough to return to an empty driveway!

· I believe that leaving curtains open is preferable to having them
drawn, especially as we are now experiencing shorter nights. It’s not
just that it looks odd during the daytime, if an intruder were to gain
access to your home he (or she) would be able to work unobserved. I
do think that net curtains are useful though, because it hinders any
view into the property.

· A floor or wall safe is the best place for valuables, but if not
available – and it seems only a few of us have them – then think care-
fully about the less obvious places that a thief may look, there really are
dozens of them around the average home.

· Cancel newspapers, milk and similar deliveries.
· Remember that your best crime prevention ally is your neigh-

bour. Ask them to keep an eye on your home while you are away and to
ensure that mail is not left exposed in your mailbox.

Most important of all – have a great holiday!

Pc Nick Eliason.
P.s. There was no reported crime in Hinxworth during May.

ARC Coffee morning
The Ashwell and Hinxworth

branch of the Arthritis Research
Campaign is holding a Coffee
Morning - Bring and Buy on Fri-
day July 12 from 10 am until 12
pm in the Parish Room, Swan
Street, Ashwell (next door to the
Ashwell Museum). There will be
a raffle, cakes, plants, garden pro-
duce. Everybody welcome. Let’s
beat this crippling disease.

Teddy Bears’ Picnic
The annual Teddy Bears’ Pic-

nic Tea in aid of the Pasque Hos-
pice, Luton will be held from 5
pm onwards on Wednesday July
3rd at Orchard Bungalow,
Edworth. There will be pony
rides, bring and buy and a raffle.
Admission to include tea is £2.50
for adults, £1.50 for children.
This event raised £250 last year.
Can we better  that total this year?

Thanks for Jubilee
We felt we must write a short letter of appreciation to all who had

given their time to make the Golden Jubilee so special. The Ball was a
splendid beginning – a great band, a delicious dinner in a perfect
setting. Next were the Sports, well organised and fun followed by Cyril’s
presentation of John Mills’ medals. What a lovely idea!  And congratu-
lations to the worthy winner of the design. The street party was a joy
to behold too. And so to the BBQ and the sight of the gazebos with
their candelabra was just right for the occasion. The food was excel-
lent too. Everyone who organised or contributed deserves our heart-
felt thanks for making it such a memorable weekend.  We know how
much hard work went into all the events. All we can say is a big thank
you and to let you know how much we are looking forward to the
Diamond Jubilee.

Philip and Judy King
The Jubilee Ball at Edworth raised £1008.83 for Village Hall funds.The
Round the Village Lottery winners were: Richard Grimmer who do-
nated his prize to the Village Hall; Sheila Murray and Annie Hull.


