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An Evening in Paris
(via The Village Hall)

Hinxworth & Edworth Village Supper
7.30 pm November 23rd

An evening with a Gallic flavour
Wine and dine in the French style

Licensed bar
Tickets £10 each on sale from Sunday

November 10th from
Madame Linda Croton 742205

Lunch for £2
A new venture launches on November 1st

Come and share a delicious light lunch for just £2 on Friday No-
vember 1st between 12.30 pm and 2 pm at Hinxworth Village Hall.
The lunch will consist of a choice of delicious home-made soups, rolls,
pudding, tea or coffee, all for the bargain price of just £2. “Everyone is
welcome,” said Yvonne Tookey, whose idea this is. “It’s a chance for
people to meet together, a social occasion. Its purpose is not to make
money but for people to enjoy being there. It will be fun to do. If we
do make any money it can go to St Nicholas Church. We  will be
holding one each month. The second one will be on December 6th.
You’ll make one of your soups, won’t you, Patrick?” How could I possi-
bly refuse?  And I’ve heard a whisper that there will be a guest appear-
ance by a giant piece of Brie cheese. See you there.

A service of remembrance
You are invited to a service of remembrance at St Mary’s Church,

Ashwell, at 6.30 pm on Saturday November 2nd, when those who
have died in the past year will be remembered in prayer, music and
silence. The service will not be a Communion service. All welcome.

Locally pressure continues for places at Ashwell School. After a well
attended meeting at the school the County agreed to provide additional
funding to enable the school to afford a second teacher for reception
next year and for that class’s three years in key stage one. However
problems remain. Thirty nine children from Ashwell and surrounding
villages have currently applied for the school, which is just about on the
physical limit of how many pupils can fit in the larger classrooms. If the
numbers in the following year are over thirty the issue of cost and physical
space will again loom large. And what about the current thirty nine
when they reach key stage two?

minimising nuisance while bypass is built
Baldock Bypass is finally approved and work on the road itself is due to
start in the Spring of 2004 with completion around the middle of 2006.
There is a danger that traffic looking for short cuts will actually increase
during construction and I will discuss  with the engineers how this can
be minimised.

scary airport options for Luton & Stansted
Further afield we are now threatened by two government initiatives. In
a rather general sense  there’s the threat by the Regional Development
Agency’s ambition to see the Eastern region climb into the top twenty
regions in Europe. The necessary growth is likely to require a large in-
crease in the work force (unemployment is already very low in Hertford-
shire), which in turn will lead to more houses and more traffic. More
specifically, the Government’s study on airport capacity has suggested
various options. All the options include increasing the through-put of
Luton from about 6 million passengers a year to about 30 million pas-
sengers a year (about half the size of Heathrow) whilst several of the
options include adding up to 3 more runways at Stansted In the worst
case, this could produce a through-put of over 130 million passengers a
year (twice the size of Heathrow). This is very important, not just for
those under the flight path, but for the whole of Hertfordshire. The
attendant jobs, houses and traffic could transform the county beyond
recognition, particularly if the maximum development is allowed.

make your views known
If anyone wants to make representation on any of the above matters they
should talk to me and I will give them details of who to contact.You can
reach me by e-mail: iansimpson@ukf.net or by phone on 01462 743603
or write to me at 6 Hodwell, Ashwell, Hertfordshire SG7 5QG.

Trouble ahead?
Our County Councillor Ian Simpson warns of big issues

ahead to do with schools, roads and the environment, need-
ing our involvement and vigilance.

Ian Simpson



Newnham’s eventful month
October was an eventful month in Newnham. At the start of the

month Mrs Dinah  Hughes  hosted a Bridge Afternoon  in aid of St.
Vincent’s Church. Sixty four people (sixteen tables’ worth) converged
on the Village Hall bearing card tables, cloths and  packs of cards all
set for a concentrated afternoon of Serious Bridge. A large tea was
consumed, a raffle drawn, and all in all, the sum of £500 was raised, a
brilliant result.

foul weather fails to dampen festival
The evening of Sunday 22nd saw the Harvest Festival Songs of Praise;
this was given a tremendous lift by the presence of the Choir of St
Mary’s Ashwell. All the favourite old  Harvest hymns were sung with
great gusto by a full  congregation, who also enjoyed two anthems
beautifully sung by the Choir. The Church was dressed overall with
flowers, fruits  and gifts of produce - the latter destined for Richard
Cox House in Royston. The only drawback was - once again - the
weather!  After so many weeks of drought, we were battered by torrents
of rain and a gale of wind, not at all in keeping with the reading -
‘Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’ . Nonetheless, people strug-
gled gamely up the path, skipping over the puddles and clutching
umbrellas, to celebrate one of the turning points of the year  when
summer is finally behind and Advent and Christmas just around the
corner. As I write, people are getting ready for the Sixties Night at the
Village Hall on Saturday 19th - Something for Everyone.

Sue Bain

Archery day success

Villagers had a chance to try  their hands, arms, shoulders at ar-
chery at Hinxworth Recreation Ground on September 10th. In the
morning we were shown how to  hold the bow, aim, put the arrow to
the bowstring and aim at the helpfully close targets. I hadn’t used a
bow for well over fifty years so it was a revelation to see how the
technology had moved on from the simple yew bow. After a pub lunch
at the Three Horseshoes we returned to the field for a competition. I
think I came second behind a visitor to Hinxworth who had, I sus-
pect, shot before. It was a very enjoyable day and those of us who
learned so much are very grateful to David and Marianne Osmond,
Carol Cheney and Alan Murray for all their kindness in arranging the
event. If you would like to know more about archery and how you
might make a start on learning this fascinating sport, why not contact
David Osmond on 01462  742048?
Patrick Forbes

Yvonne Tookey takes aim

Hinxworth Art Exhibition
It is proposed to hold a Village Art Exhibition in the Village Hall

some time during February/March 2003. There are a growing number
of up and coming artists in the village at the moment. This will be an
opportunity to display your work, anonymously if preferred, and to
help raise funds for the future redevelopment and refurbishment of
the Village Hall.

So for all you budding Picassos, Constables and Henry Moores out
there, now is the time to dig out those brushes, paints and lumps of
clay etc and get started.Works of art for the purpose of this exhibition
are defined as drawings, paintings, tiles, embroidery, sculpture or pot-
tery, things to look at and enjoy rather than things to  use.  Village
Voice will keep you informed of all the details in the next few months.
Viv Hughes

On Saturday  October 19th Newnham Village Hall was host to
around 100 guests who arrived in a wide variety of fancy dress cos-
tumes to enjoy a 60’s night. After a wonderful fish & chip supper the
evening’s entertainment started with a general knowledge quiz based
on the 60’s and there were plenty of gasps from the audience saying
“of course it was” after the answers were read out. A second quiz was
made up of photographs of a number of Newnham residents taken in
the 60’s and there were some pretty good guesses as to who they were
but the baby photos foxed most of the audience.

hula hoop champions shone
After a ‘guess the intro and the artist’ session of 60’s discs the children
entertained everyone by demonstrating their skills with a Hula Hoop.
The adults tried to match them but they didn’t really stand a chance.
Natalie Dean aged 11 and Chloe Hart aged 6 shone through as the
Hula Hoop champions. The prizes for the best fancy dress went to
Paul Eglin, Val Owen and Josh Bowen but a real effort was made by
the majority of the audience.

best wishes for new life in Scotland
During the evening a special presentation was made to Maria Lind
and her daughters Katy and Sarah as they are leaving Newnham to
start a new life in Scotland. Pat Gilbert and Rachel Searle presented
them with a framed collage of pictures of everyone in Newnham Vil-
lage and other friends, plus vouchers donated from a village collection.
Maria and her children will be missed and everyone wished them well.
The evening ended with 60’s disco music supplied ‘on real vinyl’ by
Chris Rosendale. A good time was had by all but, boy, were we glad to
get those wigs off.

Newnham 60s night

Phil Gilbert



Hinxworth
Parish Council

The Council met on October
3rd. The Police were in touch
with Mr Garling regarding the
suspicious vehicle at Bury End.

chalky water epic
The Council will ask Three Val-
leys Water to increase the mains
pressure on a permanent basis to
avoid the chalkiness problem due
to ‘aeration’ when the water pres-
sure is changed.The Council
noted the news about Ashwell
School admissions.

sites and sounds
On receipt of the plans for the
proposed ‘Music Centre’ at
Dewmead, the Council would ar-
range a site meeting. It was sug-
gested that a sawmill might be in
operation at Arbtree Farm with a
consequent increase in traffic to
and from the site. This matter
would be investigated.

The accounts for 2001-2002
were passed for onward transmis-
sion to the external auditors. The
precept would be discussed at the
next meeting. Wendy Kitchener,
Parish Clerk, would attend a
Clerks’ Training Course.

help with dog mess
Discussions would be held with
the Clerk of Ashwell Parish Coun-
cil  on the matter of dog fouling,
laws and penalties and signs. Fur-
ther work on siting and costs of
speed signs would be done so that
the funding can be assured. A sign
‘Agricultural Vehicles Only’ would
be sited on the new access road
linking Ashwell Road and
Dewmead. An abandoned vehicle
in New Inn Road would have to
be removed.

trees please
The Council was pleased with the
proposed Farm Woodland Pre-
mium Scheme submitted by the
Chapmans. Such planting could
only improve the environment.

next meeting
The Council will meet on Thurs-
day November 7th at 8 pm in
Hinxworth Village Hall. All are
welcome to attend.

St Nicholas recorded
The National Association of Decorative and Fine Art Societies

(NADFAS) has done some stunning recording of the furnishings in
St. Nicholas Church, Hinxworth, over the last year, with equally stun-
ning photographs from our very own Andy Hartree. The book, incor-
porating these, was presented to the congregation on October 13th at
the weekly service, when 20 members of the North Hertfordshire
branch of the Society joined in to celebrate the event.

200 pages on view
Those involved locally with the Society who have been very active in
this project were Philip King and Gordon Hayden. The book record-
ing the work runs to 200 pages and may be available on high days and
holidays. At other times access to it can be gained for those carrying
out further research on the church, or for those just interested in the
record,  by phoning me on 01462 743220.

We were sorry to learn that the
Reverend Mike Diggle had sus-
tained a slight stroke earlier in
October. We expect that he will
be off work throughout Novem-
ber.  Pending the return of Jacquie
Birdseye from her study leave,
anyone requiring to contact one
of the clergy should call Eric
Shegog on 01462 743251 or
Patrick Forbes on 01462 742015.
Village Voice wishes Mike a
speedy and complete recovery.
Welcome to Hinxworth
Village Voice welcomes those
moving in to the new cottages in
the High Street. We hope you will
settle in well and be very happy
here, as we are.

Less noise, please
It would be great if the fireworks
this year could be less noisy and
more beautiful. A number of do-
mestic pets have been in touch
with Village Voice to request this.

Ask the residents
North Herts Councillor

Andrew Young is to ask the
Council to consult residents over
the next 3 months about our pri-
orities and where we think our
money should be spent by the
Council. Andrew hopes we will
all respond. He also reports that
proposals to expand Luton or
Stansted airports have been op-
posed by both North Herts
Council and MP Oliver Heald.

in brief
Priest suffers stroke

Robin Meadows

Neighbourhood Watch
The contacts for Hinxworth are as follows:

Chapel Street Jill King 742130
New Inn Road Alan Murray 742120
The Close Audrey Hayden 742554
Francis Road Frank Croton 742205
High Street Edna Keep 742694
Bury End Roger Silver 743170
Christy’s Yard Lyn Jenkins 742987

It would be helpful if residents inform their contact when they are
going away and say if anybody is looking after their property, or if they
expect contractors to be on site. Our next meeting is on Tuesday No-
vember 5th at 8 pm in Hinxworth Village Hall. Everybody welcome.

On The Beat
with PC Nick Eliason

If only all the settlements I cover had the same crime rate! Since
the end of August there have been no reported crimes in Hinxworth
or Newnham. I cannot comment for Edworth as it is situated north of
our county border and until there is a national system of crime report-
ing it is likely to stay that way. Neighbouring Ashwell suffered four
reported crimes – two of which were domestic related and therefore
dealt with without affecting uninvolved members of the community.

neighbourhood watchers meet
The first meeting of the combined Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators
for Arbury Ward was held on the evening of Wednesday, 9th October in
Ashwell. This is a significant move since there were representatives
from Hinxworth and Bygrave in addition to those on their home ground
and enabled exchanges useful to all groups.  The meeting also provided
the chance to discuss local policing issues with myself, Sergeant Dave
Mance, and Angela Clark. Dave Mance has community responsibility
for Royston, Baldock and all the villages in between (busy man!), and
Angela Clark is the Neighbourhood Watch Administrator who is em-
ployed by Hertfordshire Constabulary and based at Hitchin. There is
always more room for NHW expansion and any interested parties may
contact me on 01462 425191 or Angela on 01462 425033.

it’s your doorstep
Two residents of Ashwell have expressed concern over door-to-door
salespeople, although no offences appear to have been committed.  this
point it is worth my pointing out that if a (continued in column 3)

person calls at your door and of-
fers for sale any article they may
have with them (other than per-
ishable goods) then they must, by
law, be in possession of a pedlar’s
certificate. Often a request to see
such a certificate is enough to
cause the salesperson to make a
strategic withdrawal! However,
sometimes a document is pro-
duced masquerading as the re-
quired certificate. So do take
time and care to read anything
which may be shown to you. Af-
ter all, it is your doorstep and
you are in charge.

Pc 1511 Nick Eliason

on the beat (continued)
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Church services
Sunday 3rd 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Thursday 7th 2 pm Toddlers’ Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 10th 10 am Remembrance Day Eucharist St Nicholas,

         Hinxworth, followed by ceremony at War Memorial.
Sunday 17th 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 24th 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

   10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Hinxworth Harvest
Harvest Festival was enthusiastically celebrated at St Nicholas on

October 6th. ‘Sunshine’ rather than ‘breezes and soft refreshing rain’
filled the church with light and lit up the lovely flower arrangements
by Jen Clarke and a team of helpers. Even the old boiler was barely
visible, hidden by autumn berries and a variety of fruits and vegetables.
The service, taken by Mike Diggle, had a larger than usual congrega-
tion, a reminder of the days when most of the local men worked on the
land. After coffee and a pause we gathered again at the Village Hall
with supporters from Edworth, Newnham and Ashwell.

appropriate raffle prizes won
Ninety three people, which included 3 elderly folk in Francis Road,
who had a ‘meals on legs’ service, enormously enjoyed the tasty chicken
pie created by the combined efforts of Janet Fair and Yvonne Tookey.
This was followed by a delicious array of desserts contributed by several
ladies. As we sat back over a cup of coffee, the draw for the raffle, organ-
ised by Vanessa Hawes, took place. The first prize, yet another hand-
some iced cake from Jerry Keep, was won by Gordon Hayden. This was
clearly appropriate as he was celebrating a birthday and had himself
donated a fine watercolour for the auction. The bottle of Scotch went
suitably enough to Geoff Fiddler, who had generously given a dinner for
four at the Three Horseshoes for auction. Stuart Lillie won the pretty
basket of cyclamen from Foxhollow Nurseries.

Floyd barbecue chef mystery
So to the auction. An ebullient auctioneer looking remarkably like Andy
Hartree, with his assistant Tom, beguiled us with brisk bidding. Well to
the fore was Ellie who, until restrained, would have bought the lot!
Among the items were ten bundles of next season’s asparagus from Thorn’s
Farm. Are Richard Floyd’s days as a barbecue chef ending? He went
home with a Prestige saute pan.

unmissable occasion raises £1,180
Andy’s fine efforts, combined with generous donors and bidders, raised
£516. Together with the raffle and lunch, St Nicholas benefitted to the
tune of  £1,180. The general consensus was that this was a village occa-
sion not to be missed.
Reggie Fair

asks Gerald Clare
(technology correspondent)

If for you www, the internet’s address prefix, means the world wide
wait, then perhaps you should be registering your interest in broadband
to British Telecom.

The thing is, our local exchange in Ashwell will need modifying to
take broadband – and it does not currently figure in BT’s priority list
for early attention.

The way to move the exchange up the priority list is to register your
interest in broadband via BT’s web site: www.btopenworld.com/
broadband/reg10.  That is the official BT system:  The more people
register their interest from a particular area, the higher up the priority
list the exchange is moved.

You probably already know that broadband offers ten times faster
internet speeds and is ‘always on’, meaning you don’t have to dial up to
make a connection.  Furthermore, internet and a telephone call can
happen at the same time.So, if you’re fed up with the world wide wait,
then register your interest without delay.

When I contacted BT about this, they used the phrase “if and when it
becomes available” so the more user interest and pressure the better. Editor.

Why are We
Waiting?

Hinxworth & Edworth WI

The October meeting gave a ‘This is Your Life’ tribute to Yvonne
Tookey to celebrate her birthday. Further entertainment came from
the exotic shores of Upper Caldecote. A wonderful belly dancer gave an
interesting talk and demonstration. She recruited two apprentices from
Hinxworth, Edna and Marion, who discovered their true calling in life
and who hopefully will entertain you further at our birthday party next
February, an occasion not to be missed.

The next meeting, the AGM and fun evening, is on Thursday No-
vember 14th at 7.45 pm at Hinxworth Village Hall.
Linda Croton

Hinxworth Art Society
The Society will be holding weekly Art Classes for all members

Weekly meetings will cost £5.00 per person starting on 6th November
at 10am – 1pm in  Hinxworth village hall. Membership is £10 per
annum; application forms available from Betty Thorn tel:01462 742858.
We have been able to engage Anna Downer as the class tutor. She will
be teaching a vast range of techniques in all mediums and giving regu-
lar support to beginners and the more experienced artist so it looks as
though it will be an enjoyable experience for everyone. For more infor-
mation please contact Brenda Hill on 01462 743104.

Copy for the December edition of Village Voice should be emailed
to fool@fish.co.uk, or sent to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road,
Hinxworth SG7 5HL by November 20th. Village Voice is grateful for
all contributions, articles, information and pictures.


