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Could you canvass?
North Hertfordshire District Council needs  canvassers to help with

the compilation of the 2003 Register of Electors in rural areas.
The work involves calling at properties between mid October to

early November to obtain details of those who have not returned their
Register of Electors Form. A form is posted to all properties in rural
locations in early September and then a reminder is posted to those
properties where a form has not been received in early October. After
these forms are sent out, there are still a number of residents who have
not returned their forms. A payment of £1.75 will be made for each
signed form received.

If you are interested in being a canvasser or know someone who
may be interested, please phone Christine Stephens or Julie Williams
on 01462 474205 or 01462 474305.

...EEC regulations oblige me to tell you that this harvest gift
may include genetically modified commodities, all weights are
approximate, any illustrations are only serving suggestions
and some products may contain nuts....

Councillor Andrew Young has been in touch about the situation at
Ashwell School. He reports that Robert Gordon, County cabinet mem-
ber for education, is looking at the possibilities of  using the Merchant
Taylor premises to create a larger school as one option. An alternative
could be to expand the school on its existing site. It seems that expan-
sion would be the longer term answer to the problems.

Andrew Young is also extracting some money for small grants for
the villages and local groups. Is there any group in Hinxworth or
Newnham that could use a little financial help to boost their group,
or have ideas for small things that could be done in their village? If
so please call him on 01462 896490 and hopefully he can help!

School and grants update

Phil and Pat Gilbert of Newnham were married in the
Swiss Garden at Shuttleworth on July 5th

Bogus callers are back again.  Thieves in Baldock entered a house
saying there was a problem with the water up the road. They turned
the water on in the kitchen, went upstairs to turn the water on in the
bathroom and stole a sum of money. Men have been calling on occu-
pants offering to cut down trees and when told that their services were
not required have resorted to abusive and threatening behaviour.

always check identification carefully
Police say that most callers are genuine. But sometimes callers arrive
unannounced hoping to gain access to property, distract the occupants
and steal money or valuables. They may be smartly dressed and claim to
be from the council, the police, health organisations or public utilities.
They can be convincing and persuasive, use ‘props’ like an identity card
or wear overalls with a company logo. If you are expecting the caller,
remember always to check identification very carefully.

Sadly some bogus callers play on your good nature by asking for
urgent help, the use of your phone, a glass of water. Police advise that
you should only help if you have someone else there with you.

If you are in any doubt don’t let them in. If you are not expecting
them and are alone, ask them to call back when you have someone
with you. If someone calls offering to do repairs or asks to come in so
they can show you the products they are selling, you should always,

STOP: check your back door, if you have one, lock it and take the
key with you.

CHAIN: Put your door bar or chain on the front door – it’s a useful
barrier because they may try and pressure you.

CHECK: Check their details before you let them into your house.
Do not agree to any work being done or sign a contract until after you
have talked to someone else.

Fabric Sale
Remnants and end of roll sale. Beautiful Designer curtain and fur-

nishing fabrics from £2 a metre. Wednesday September 11th, Thursday
September 12th 11 am until 4 pm at The Studios, The Old Rectory,
Dunton Road, Edworth. More details, contact 01767 317525.

Beware of bogus
callers



The weather forecast wasn’t promising as we prepared to host visit-
ing teams from the Aquarius Club from Muswell Hill and Kestrels
Archery Club from Biggleswade for our Club Championships and In-
vitation Tournament.

The Invitation shoot with Aquarius and Kestrels was for the
“Hinxworth Shield”, won last year by Aquarius. Disaster struck when
my bow broke so I sped home to get my ancient spare bow. A few spots
of rain threatened but soon the sun came out unexpectedly and the
rest of the day was spent in glorious sunshine.

The competition for the “Hinxworth Shield” was between teams
of eight archers from each Club with the five highest scores being
counted for the team score. Each archer shot a total of 8 dozen arrows.
The more experienced archers shot  4 dozen at 80 yards and 4 dozen at
60 yards and those with a higher handicap rating shot 4 dozen at 60
yards and 4 dozen at 50 yards. The junior archers would shoot the
appropriate round of  4 dozen at 40 yards and 4 dozen at 30 yards. The
Hinxworth Club Championships was open to all club members and
our new “Champion’s Silver Cup” was for the highest Hinxworth score
in the 80 and 60 yard round.

Archers from the various clubs threw off their rainwear, made friend-
ships and exchanged experiences in the best tradition of archery.
Hinxworth’s team made steady progress. It took me some time to get
used to shooting my old bow, but I still managed to get the best gold at
80 yards. However I was now too far behind to make any serious im-
pact in this years’ championship. Former County Junior Champion,
Ben Rayner from Royston was on form, as was his father David Rayner.
Roger Sale from Aquarius, a former pupil, also shot well. Hinxworth’s
Lee Kelly from Letchworth managed a personal best score of  705 in
the shorter round.

“Hinxworth Shield” team event.
1st Hinxworth  3234. 2nd  Aquarius  2964. 3rd   Kestrels   2206
Visitors:
Gold Medal:  Ben Rayner (Green Dragon) 755
Silver Medal: Roger Sale (Aquarius) 709
Bronze Medal: David Raynor (Green Dragon) 685
Hinxworth Club Championships
Ladies:Gold Medal:Gwyneth Jones 495

   Silver Medal:Carol Cheney 344
Gents:Gold Medal:Bill Lavender   675 Champion’s Silver Cup

Silver Medal: Joe Privett 670
Bronze Medal Tim Ecclestone 607

Junior: Gold Medal Robin French 675
The Presentations were held in the Village Hall. The raffle raised

£74 for club funds. Our visitors said goodbye, saying how much they
had enjoyed the day and looked forward to competing for the
Hinxworth shield in 2003 !

Our thanks go to the Field Captain, Marianne Osmond, the Lady
Paramount, Maureen Lavender, and Ann Peterson (Robin’s Mum) who
helped with the junior scoring and served the teas.

Any budding archers who want to learn more about the sport should
contact David or Marianne Osmond on 742048 or email:
hinxworth@yahoo.co.uk

Hinxworth
Archers regain

Hinxworth Shield
Club Secretary David
Osmond reports

Crossroads has moved!
Crossroads Caring for Carers, a national charity, has been estab-

lished for twenty-seven years, providing respite breaks for carers. It
has over 200 schemes in England and Wales.

We have recently founded a new scheme, North and Northwest
Hertfordshire, which is providing this service to Dacorum, St Albans,
Harpenden, Redbourn, Wheathampsted, Hitchin, Baldock, Royston
and all the villages in between.

much needed break
We help carers in their own homes by giving them a well deserved and
much needed break, allowing them some quality time to themselves,
whilst knowing that their loved one is being well cared for.We help
people of all ages and disabilities, although we are finding it  is mainly
the elderly within the community that are needing our services most.
We have recently moved and combined our two offices. allowing us
greater flexibility and improved efficiency. We are now at Intech House,
Wilbury Way, Hitchin SG4 0TW.

contact us if you need help, or could help
There is a very great need for the service that we offer, and we are
always looking for local funding to help us to develop this service fur-
ther. If you are a carer who could benefit from our support, or if you
would be interested to work in this field as a paid carer or a volunteer,
or if you would like to make a donation to this service for Hertford-
shire’s residents, please write to or telephone me, Beverley Stroyan, on
01462  455578.

Boot sale success
despite downpour

Traditional English summer weather failed to dampen the search
for bargains at Newnham’s car boot sale on August 3rd. There were
videos, plants, strange long things with lumps on the end, toys, clothes,
books, all manner of bargains. The editor gained a new personal or-
ganizer - hope springs eternal! And it had all the diary pages I could
possibly need - for 1999, but a bargain at 50p. Pat said, “We got
soaked so many times, but we made around £130 for the Village Hall.
About 50 to 60 cars came in the 3 to 4 hours of the sale, with plenty
of people coming on foot. We hope to organize another sale in the
next month or two. Thanks to everyone who supported us.”

searching beneath a brolly for a bargain
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If you are planning to join the
march organized by The Country-
side Alliance, Village Voice would
like to hear from you. We would
very much like someone to report
the event for our readers.

five demands
The march, postponed due to the
foot and mouth epidemic, will
demand that government:
1. defends the right of rural peo-
ple to live their lives responsibly
in the way they choose;
2. safeguards rural people from
prejudiced attacks on hunting
with dogs and all other field sports;

3. respects the values and cus-
toms of rural communities;

4. ensures any laws directed at
rural people have their consent;

5. addresses the real problems
of the countryside which are de-
stroying its communities, its cul-
ture, and its children’s future.
support or stay away

Countryside Alliance Chief Ex-
ecutive Richard Burge said, “Any-
one who does not subscribe to all
five principles of our march - and
these crucially include the right for
people to decide for themselves
whether they may hunt - will not
be welcome on it.” If you are un-
able to join the march you can
show your support by phoning
0900 102 0900

contact Sasha
Local contact is Mrs Sasha
Wheatley of Ashwell who told
Village Voice, “We have coaches
picking up at a number of places,
the price is £12 per person, and
people wanting a seat and further
details should ring me on 07721
579972.”  If you would like to re-
port on the event, preferably with
pictures, please contact Village
Voice on 01462 742015 shortly
before the day of the march.

For myself, the view of the
skyline of New York from a plane
is one of the most majestic I have
ever seen. Dominating it until last
autumn were, of course, the twin
towers of the World Trade Cen-
tre. The shattering attack on
those soaring symbols of Western
capitalism last September 11th
not only altered radically the sky-
line of New York, it also made us

Are you going?

Hinxworth
Parish Council

The Parish Council met on
August 1st. No reply yet from
Three Valleys Water about the
chalky nature of our water. News
is still awaited on possible Lottery
funding for the Village Hall. Par-
ish Council funds stood at
£10,000, of which a sum is com-
mitted to the Village Hall. Safety
guidelines were being considered
in respect of the Recreation
Ground. Some items of equip-
ment represented medium and
low risks, and tarmac needed re-
newal. Advice would be sought.

speed signs
Details of the 30 mph speed signs
as installed at Cottered (see pic-
ture above) were discussed and it
was decided they would be ideal
for Hinxworth. It was suggested
that they be purchased from the
Council’s surplus funds and that
the Highways Department be
asked to pay for their installation.

A suspicious vehicle parked
near Bury End had been reported
to the police on July 13 at 4.30
pm. The police attended the scene
at midnight. A letter would be
sent to the Chief Constable. Con-
cern at the County’s education
policy was expressed and the
Chairman would write to the
County Council. Next meeting
September 5th at 8 pm in the
Village Hall. All welcome.

September 11th 2001

more aware than we have ever been of our vulnerability to sudden and
unpredictable change.

witness to the truth
Jesus makes of the skyline an unusual metaphor for belief and behav-
iour. His followers should not be motivated by defensive and self-pro-
tective concerns, but rather should be like a shining city whose bright
lights are clearly visible in the darkness for miles around. ‘You are the
light of the world’ Christ had already told his followers. They were not
to hide the truth, but rather to bear confident witness to it.

The terrible events on September 11th last year impacted on both
the physical landscape of Manhattan, and upon the landscape of the
human spirit. But we Christians in the West must not lose our nerve.
In times of darkness, the light must shine forth brightly.

answer his call
During my time in office, I have become more convinced than ever of
the durability of the Christian faith and its deep relevance to life today.
Christianity is flourishing in every corner of the world, people of all
ages and all backgrounds continue to be inspired by Jesus Christ and to
answer His call. They certainly did so in New York in the immediate
aftermath of the September 11th.

A short distance from where the Twin Towers once dominated the
Manhattan skyline stands St Paul’s Chapel. It is one of the oldest
churches in New York; George Washington used to worship there over
two hundred years ago. Although the chapel was covered in a dense
pall of dust and smoke on September 11th, it escaped the devastation
virtually unscathed. Its remarkable survival has made it a special place
of pilgrimage, and the railings in front of the chapel have been decked
with messages and tokens by those who have come to ‘Ground Zero’ in
recent months in their tens of thousands to mourn and to remember.

serve, support, give sanctuary
It has also served as a centre for fire fighters and emergency teams, with
volunteers providing meals round the clock and a rudimentary place to
rest on sleeping bags or on camp beds. It has been above all a place of
support and sanctuary, a tangible sign of God’s presence when ‘tower
and temple fall to dust.’

As the witness and example of St Paul’s Chapel in New York re-
minds us so powerfully, the Church must continue to strive to live out
its mission as a ‘city set on a hill’. It has to remind us that no amount
of change, no matter how frightening or painful it may be, can sepa-
rate us from the love of God. For, it also points us towards that heav-
enly city, where the skyline will be eternal and indestructible. In the
words of the hymn:
City of God,how broad and far outspread thy walls sublime....
In vain the surge’s angry shock, in vain the drifting sands;
Unharmed upon the eternal Rock the eternal city stands.

Archbishop George Carey

Copy date for October’s
Village Voice is September
20th. Don’t miss it!
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Church services
Sunday 1st 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 8th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Thursday 12th 2 pm Toddlers’ Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday  15th 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 22nd 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

     10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 29th 9.45 am United Benefice Eucharist, St Mary, Ashwell
           note no service at Hinxworth on September 29th

Bears’ Picnic success

Bears without number accompanied 50 adults and 56 children to a
picnic in the Rectory garden at Ashwell on July 24th at the invitation
of Rector Jacquie Birdseye. “We’ve seen a growth of provision for chil-
dren and toddlers in the benefice churches over the last two years,”
said Jacquie. There are Toddlers’ services and all age worship services
in both Hinxworth and Ashwell and we thought it would be fun to get
everyone  to celebrate our togetherness by having a Teddy Bears’ pic-
nic.” Just as in the song, The Teddy Bears Picnic, ‘there were lots of
wonderful things to eat and marvellous games to play.’ There was a
treasure hunt, and pass the parcel for the little ones. An entertainer
from Biggleswade Baptist Church, Alan Tattle, intrigued the children
with his magic and with his story of feeding the 5,000. Was this a one-
off? “It was so successful, we’ll do it again next year,” said Jacquie.

WI boldly went

Hinxworth and Edworth WI members, husbands, friends and chil-
dren enjoyed a grand day out on August 7th visiting the National Space
Centre in Leicester. There was something for everyone, fascinating dis-
plays, interactive exhibits, and a film about the size of the universe
with commentary by Sir Richard Attenborough. After lunch there was
time to visit the nearby Pumping Station before boarding the coach for
the journey to Foxton Locks where we watched a procession of
narrowboats being locked up through the locks. There was enough
time to enjoy an ice cream and dream about narrowboat holidays. A
British Waterways Board lady advised a narrowboater to inspect the
boat’s propeller for weeds and other obstructions every day. “Clear that
out of the way,” she said, “and you’ll  find the boat going like hot sn*t,”
an expression quite new to the editor. September’s meeting, on Thurs-
day 12th at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall, will feature Mrs Ann Bunting
who will talk about glass painting.

Russian Soyuz space craft

If you were given a sunflower plant at the family service in March/April,
measure it from the centre of its head to ground level and ring Philip
King on 01462 742580 on Sunday August 25th. You could win a prize.


