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Village Hall Refurbishment Fund

Exhibition of work by local artists
sale of art work

Artist in Residence

Hinxworth Village Hall

Saturday & Sunday 12th & 13th April
Saturday 10 - 4pm
Sunday 11 - 5pm

Refreshments
Come and meet the artists

With thanks to Tim’s Art Supplies for their generous support
Entrance £2.50

Late applications accepted at the Organisers’ discretion

New arrivals at Farrowby

Spring has arrived at Farrowby Farm with the hatching of several clutches
of baby chicks and ducklings. The geese are also nesting and should soon
produce some new goslings to increase the flock. Other new arrivals include
a pair of green and gold ring-necked parakeets, a pied cockatiel and a zebra
finch to join the other birds in the aviary.

To celebrate Dawn’s significant birthday the farm has acquired Ruby
and Jesse, two Anglo-Nubian cross pygmy goats. They are a child-friendly,
gentle pair of animals who like to be taken for a walk down the drive in their
red harnesses.

The new rabbit enclosure is ready and several new rabbits have joined
the existing pairs. The new enclosure makes it easier for children to see the
new rabbits in their new homes.  Finally, new piglets are due to be born
soon - so there is plenty to see at Farrowby.

The tea-room and farm shop are open each day from 9.30 to 5.30 and
Tim and Beverly hope to have the new kitchen finished shortly so that they
will be able to offer visitors a more extensive menu in the tea-room.

On the 28th.February, I was finally able to hand in our Lottery grant
application papers to the Community Fund offices in Cambridge. This was
the culmination of 2 years hard work with the main burden being laid
upon Geoff Burrows to whom we all owe our sincere thanks.

massive 85 page document
Our first application in 1999 was turned down due to lack of detailed
costings.The Hinxworth Village Hall Management Committee again took
up the challenge in 2001 and after several meetings and soul searching,
Geoff and I concluded that the only way forward was for us to re-apply with
as much detailed information as we could muster. It was later discovered that
the current application form had grown to a massive 32 pages of questions,
and as we were intending  to add an extension, another similar document
needed to be completed; Together with detailed costings (53 pages), archi-
tect’s report, structural engineer’s and quantity surveyor’s reports, and several
other supporting documents and drawings. Geoff, being the only profes-
sional civil engineer in the village, kindly took up the gauntlet, and together,
we got the  task underway. After countless hours of burning the midnight
oil, the work was  completed and the resulting  documents, in two  files were
taken to Cambridge.

5 months nail-biting wait
We must now keep our finger crossed and await events. The Community
Fund have said that they would assess the application and report back to us
within five months.

David Osmond

Hall lottery bid in

Happy Easter to all our readers



Returning recently to New York for the first time for over 40 years, I
reflected on my last visit and how I would now find New York and New
Yorkers considering the 9/11  tragedy and the seemingly impending war.
New York is seen by many to be brash, manic and impolite, to me it is none
of these things - well, maybe a little brash. With the New Yorkers’ inclina-
tion to start a conversation with perfect strangers, I knew that I would be
able to judge something of the feeling of the city. I was at first surprised to
find that the media carried far less coverage of the Iraq situation than ours
and the few people I spoke to were surprisingly non-committal. But if
nothing else, New Yorkers will always have an opinion on their favourite
sports teams - mostly critical.

moving personal tributes
I reluctantly visited the site of ‘ground zero‘, but could not escape the
feeling that I was just gawking. It is a truly an amazing site, the size breath-
taking. Especially moving are the personal tributes in the form of flowers,
photographs and children’s drawings, from children to lost parents,
from grandchildren to lost grandparents and even a grandfather to a
lost granddaughter.

give peace a chance
Also poignant was a visit to a small John Lennon memorial in Strawberry
Fields, Central Park. Inscribed were the words to his tune ‘Imagine‘ Some-
one had also inscribed around this small memorial—‘Give Peace a Chance’.
This is not intended as a travelogue otherwise I could go on and on, such is
New York.
Alan Murray

Big Apple revisited

Neil Bridgewater from Biggleswade set 3 new British records in winning
the overall National Indoor Archery Championships at the Lilleshall Na-
tional Sports Centre on Sunday 15th March. Although Neil’s main club,
Howard Bowmen, is in Welwyn, he trains regularly with us at Hinxworth
Archery Club and can be seen most Wednesday and Friday evenings
practising with us at the Tythe barn in Edworth  and occasionally Sunday
mornings on the Recreation field in Hinxworth. A small celebration for
Neil’s success was held at the barn last month with a magnificent cake
made by Jerry Keep.

A new British record
In winning at Lilleshall, in the 18 metre competition, Neil shot a record
maximum 120 points from 12 arrows, and on coming through the quar-
ters and semi finals, he reached the final with a national best score of 356
out of a possible 360. His overall score of 591 out of a maximum 600 set a
new British record for the FITA 18 round.

Olympic ambition
We cannot say this success was definitely because Neil trains with us in
Hinxworth, but feel sure that it certainly helped. Neil’s ambition is to
represent Great Britain at the next Olympic Games,  if he can find a
sponsor. Archery is not funded by the Sports Council, so, like
other amateur sportsmen, Neil will have to find his own finance.
Any budding archers can find out more about this fascinating sport by
contacting David Osmond on 742048 or mailto:hinxworth@yahoo.co.uk

Local archer hits gold

Small grants for good causes
I have just managed to secure a few grants for local groups! £150

towards new goalposts for Hinxworth Recreation Ground, £240 for equip-
ment for Hinxworth village hall, £155 for Hinxworth/Ashwell after school
group,£108 to buy a dehumidifier for  Hinxworth Sunday Club and
money for the Hinxworth Art Society for a new mount cutter. Also £214
for Newnham PCC for a strimmer, £400 for some new tables for Newnham
village hall and money for a mower for Caldecote to  cut grass on a village
open space. In addition I have put some money aside to help with purchas-
ing portable speed signs for the villages! I thought this might be good news
for everyone as I have managed to get so much! I guess I will have to make
payback somewhere sometime!

Councillor Andrew Young
Toddlers take over Saint Nicholas Church

Mums, Dads, minders and children under 5 are hugely welcome at this
month’s Toddlers’ Service on Thursday April 10th in St Nicholas Church. A
song, a story, some prayers and refreshments. What more could one want?

Mystery Sign

This sign near Hinxworth Vil-
lage Hall has been mystifying  car
drivers for some months now. They
don’t seem to understand its mean-
ing, its point or purpose. The  edi-
tor has been told that it is there to
indicate the existence of the Village
Hall car park. A number of Francis
Road residents wish drivers would
park their cars there rather than ob-
struct local access.  Thanks.

Archery day
St. Nicholas Church will be

sponsoring an Archery day for
young people (8 years +)on
Hinxworth recreation ground on
Saturday 7th June.

Tuition, equipment and refresh-
ments will be provided free of
charge. Watch this space for further
details about times and entry forms.

news about this not- to- be- missed
event in the social calendar, keep on
reading Village Voice. You know it
makes sense.

Handbells at lunch
Our lunch correspondent tells

us that the Bygrave Handbell Ring-
ers will be performing at the
Newnham Village Luncheon on
Sunday June 29th. For yet more



Humphrey Lyttelton among the stars
at Ashwell’s 50th Music Festival

May 10th - 25th

As we finalise our plans for our  stunning two weeks of celebrations, it’s
incredible to think that it’s fifty years since Canon Jack Catterick founded
the Ashwell Music Festival - and all because the singing holiday he’d
planned for Norfolk had to be cancelled.  But then don’t some of the best
things in life happen unexpectedly!  Surely  everyone now knows how the
choristers ended up in Ashwell and so started our long musical tradition.

choristers bed-and-breakfasted
Each year, more and more choristers from Cathedral schools all over Eng-
land then made their way to Ashwell. By l963 Festival numbers had reached
ninety.  Choristers slept on the Rectory dining room floor, in garages and in
barns converted into dormitories where Ashwell villagers bed and break-
fasted them.  The School Cook, with goodness knows how many volun-
teers, then made sure everyone had enough to eat for the rest of the day!

admission free for all
Rehearsals were held in the mornings and concerts given in the evenings
and admission was free.  This meant that anyone and everyone had the
chance to come and hear fine  music.

Inevitably, the atmosphere and inspiration encouraged St. Mary’s to
start its own choir and they too joined in the Festivals. Over the years that
choir has grown so that today we have thirty seven senior choristers and
seventeen juniors.  The Festival programme has grown too and expanded
its scope.  One thing however remains unchanged.  In keeping with Jack
Catterick’s philosophy, admission to Festival concerts is still free.

music, flowers and much more
Our extended celebrations and the concerts planned for the 50th Ashwell
Music Festival are very special.   They involve some outstanding performers
and musicians and, perhaps most importantly, many aspects of our village
life too –  a glorious Flower Festival in St. Mary’s beginning 10th May,  the
Ashwell at Home on Sunday 11th when we’re planning a joint venture with
the URC and a young people’s evening on Tuesday 20th with singers and
musicians from Ashwell Primary School and The Knights Templar Second-
ary School.      Appropriately, Anthony Catterick who plays horn  with the
London Mozart Players and Julian Dawes on organ and who has composed
new music for this Festival, will give their concert on Thursday 22nd in
memory of Jack Catterick.

come and enjoy
So our 50th Anniversary Programme is now complete with only details of
each performance to finalise early next year.  We hope you’ll join us with
your families and friends for some of the finest music you’ll hear anywhere
and to share in the joys of Ashwell with all its traditions, its gardens, its love
of flowers and music, its community spirit and its hugely talented young
people.   And if you think you’ll have some time to spare and could help
with any of the different aspects of the Festival across the two weeks, we’d
really love to hear from you!   It may seem like hard work at times  (and yes,
of course it is!) but it’s great fun too – and oh the parties afterwards!!
Hilary White and I will be delighted to take your calls!  Telephone numbers
742699 and 742234
Ann Mallinson

something for everyone in programme

Saturday 10th May 8.00 pm
“Between Friends”
Humphrey Lyttelton & His Band with jazz vocalist  Stacey Kent and

      Jim Tomlinson on tenor saxophone

Sunday 11th May
Ashwell at Home
A joint musical event with St. Mary’s and the United Reformed Church

Wednesday 14th May 8.00 pm
The Pecheur String Quartet
Graduate and Postgraduate students from the Guildhall School of

       Drama and Music followed by Compline sung by the Men of Ashwell
     Parish Choir

Saturday 17th May 8.00 pm
The Brighouse and Rastrick Brass Band

Sunday l8th May 7.30 pm
The London Welsh Male Voice Choir

Tuesday 20th May 7.00 pm
The Young Musicians
Pupils and Students from Ashwell Primary School and
The Knights Templar School, Baldock followed by
Compline sung by the Men of Ashwell Parish Choir

Thursday 22nd May 8.00 pm
Anthony Catterick  (Horn) and Julian  Dawes (Organ)
A Classical Concert followed by Compline sung by the Men of Ashwell

      Parish Choir. This Concert is in Memory of Canon Jack Catterick
who founded the Ashwell Music Festival

Sunday 25th May 6.30 pm
Festal Evensong  sung by Ashwell Parish Church Choir. Conductor:

      Michael Smedley, Director of Music City of London Boys’ School
Organist:  Paul Bryan Organist Training Adviser Diocese of Ely
Preacher:  The Right Revd. Christopher Herbert, Bishop of St. Albans

THE FESTIVAL PROGRAMME
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Church services
Sunday 6th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Thursday 10th 2 pm Toddlers’ Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Palm Sunday 13th 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Good Friday 18th 1 pm words and music St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Easter Day 20th 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
                               10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 27th 10 am Parish Eucharist,St George’s Church, Edworth
Sunday May 4th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Hinxworth & Edworth WI
The  programme for our meeting on 13th March was changed as Mrs.

Patricia Rouse, who had been going to give us a talk with slides on Cuba
and Russia, had to cancel her visit.   However, a friend of hers, Mrs.
Armstrong, came along instead.   She proved to be a most entertaining
speaker, on a subject most of us would rather avoid – Dentistry!  She told us
a little bit about dentists over the past 200 years, one of whom was a
Madame de Clos, who in 1775 was renowned for having the lightest touch
of any dentist.  Mrs. Armstrong related many anecdotes from her long
career, including one incident in which a sailor from Liverpool who was
being treated in hospital became so restless that the house surgeon had to sit
on his knee while Mrs. Armstrong gave the anaesthetic.

When her career began she was in a small minority of women dentists
and has seen the numbers grow over the years.   In 1969  there were
approximately 17,000 dentists and only 2000 women.   At the present
time there are equal numbers.

Next month on 10th April the programme for the evening will be
devised by the members.    Come along and see what is on offer!

A donkey for Palm Sunday
Come and join us,  and the donkey, on our Palm Sunday walk starting

at the Village Hall, Hinxworth at 9.30 am on April 13th, finishing with our
Family Service at St Nicholas Church at 10 am. The walk recalls Christ’s
entry into Jerusalem at the beginning of Holy Week.

and a walk on Good Friday
On Good Friday our Village Walk will start from the Three Horseshoes  at
10.30, finishing at St Nicholas Church around 12.15 pm where a soup,
bread and cheese lunch will be served before a  service of words and music for
Good Friday, finishing  around 2 pm. All are welcome to come for all or any
part of our marking of this most holy day in the Church’s  calendar.

Easter bonnets and sunflowers
Don’t forget your Easter Bonnet for our Easter Day service at St Nicholas
Church. You can also pick up your sunflower and take part in the “Tallest
Sunflower in Hinxworth” competition, to be judged in September with a
prize for the tallest plant. Only plants collected on Easter Day can be entered
in the competition which is open to people of all ages.

For Hire
Large Gazebo/Marquee. 9m x

3m. White, with sides and windows.
Rain resistant. Minimum £15 do-
nation to Village Hall Refurbishment
Fund. Phone. 01462 743227

Found
Two golfballs, good condition on

Hinxworth recreation ground.
One grey woolly hat, good nick,

made by Thinsulate. Found outside
the editorial offices. Please apply to
“Lost and Found” at Village Voice.

Copy date
Please send all material, copy and

pictures to Village Voice, 18 Francis
Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL by April
20th for the May edition. If you have
a computer, you can send copy  and
pictures  to Village Voice at the fol-
lowing, recently changed, email ad-
dress:  patrickforbes@waitrose.com

Annette Forbes

Fleas return
Following last year’s successful

flea market in St Mary’s Church,
Ashwell, there will be another such
event on Saturday April 26th from
9.30 am  until 2 pm. There will be
refreshments. The organizers ask that
no clothes or electrical goods are of-
fered for sale. The Church will be
open for deliveries on April 24th 2
to 4.30 pm, and on April 25th from
10 am until 4 pm.

Hinxworth Parish Council
The Parish Council met at the Village Hall on March 6th. Items dis-

cussed were as follows:
Village Hall Lottery Grant. The application was submitted by Geoff Bur-
rows and David Osmond at the end of February.

editorial dog and poo-bin

Dog Fouling. A bin is to be placed in
the recreation ground area for this
purpose. The Councillors hope all
dog owners will use this facility when
exercising their dogs on or around the
area. Simon Marlow suggested that
in the Children’s Play area there
should be a ‘No Dogs’ notice.
Rospa Guidelines. Tony Devaney,
having analysed the priority areas
from the Wicksteed report, has ob-
tained a quote of £500 for repairing
the play area. It was agreed to pro-
ceed with the repair.
Mobile Goal Posts. Young football enthusiasts in the Village have been
collecting signatures for the purchase of mobile goal posts to be used on the
football area of the recreation ground. Prices are to be obtained.
Speedsigns. The second response from Michael Moralee, Hertfordshire High-
ways, is as follows, “Until we have considered the existing pilot we will not
be considering additional sites for signs. While I note the decision the Parish
Council has taken to install  the signs, only the Highways Authority can erect
signs on the highway. In this case Hertfordshire Highways represents the
highways authority.”
Potholes. Paul Hazley of Hertfordshire Highways confirmed the potholes on
the Ashwell/Hinxworth road have been temporarily filled and they will be
placed on the ‘permanent patching’ programme taking place in the next few
months.
Bury End Flooding. Paul Hazley also confirmed high pressure jetting of the
culvert under the road at Bury End has taken place. It appears it needs
jetting again.
 Annual General Meeting. At the Village Hall, Hinxworth, Thursday 3rd
April at 8 pm. Everyone welcome. Andrew Young, Ian Simpson and David
Osmond to be notified.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Council

Hinxworth Cyclists
The first cycle ride of 2003 will

be held on Friday 25th April. It will
follow a local route through Ashwell,
Guilden Morden and Steeple
Morden,a distance of approximately
12 miles. All levels of cyclists wel-
come. Please meet at the Three Horse-
shoes at 10.30 am (in the event of
bad weather, phone 01462 742432
to confirm if the ride will proceed).
There will be a refreshment break at
Guilden Morden (please bring your
own) after which we will ride to The
Bushel and Strike at Ashwell for a
pub lunch.

Soup Lunch
The next Hinxworth Soup

Lunch will be on Friday April 4th
from 12.30 until 2 in Hinxworth
Village Hall. All welcome.


