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Friday 19 Dec 2003 - Monday 5 Jan 2004
Several days of activities including:

Christmas crafts
end of term disco

make your own musical instrument
a visit to the bakery.

Come and join the fun!
Sessions run from 8.45am – 1pm, and 1pm - 6pm

or come for the day!
 For more information contact:Ashwell Kids’ Club on
01462 743833 or email Ashwell.Club@xaar.co.uk

Christmas Holiday Club

Ashwell at Christmas
Parish Church: Stalls and Children’s Corner, Carols by the Choir,

and Christmas Quiz. Parish Room: Coffee and mince pies and soup
lunches.  Cottage Garden: Choir carols and Christmas trees. United
Reformed Church: Winter Wonderland, Children’s Activities and Re-
freshments. and to make the day complete there will be a Christmas
Concert in St Mary’s Church at 7.30 pm with members of  the Lon-
don Bach Choir.

Saturday December 6th 9.30 am to 1 pm

Farrowby Farm’s Festive Fare
Tim and Bev invite you to their late night Christmas shopping

event on Saturday 13th December. We shall be open until 7pm. A
glass of warm mulled wine and a mince pie will greet you as you browse
among our full range of pork products and festive goodies. It’s well
worth a visit!

Farrowby Farm, New Inn Road, Hinxworth

Foxhollow Nursery Christmas
8.30 am - 4.30 pm Saturday and Sunday Dec 13/14th

Stuck for Christamas present ideas? Fret not - an amazing display of
seasonal table and door decorations awaits you. There will be flowers,
fruit, pot plants too numerous to mention. And on the 13th and 14th
of December there will be coffee and mince pies too.

Foxhollow Nursery, New Inn Road, Hinxworth 01462 733138

Christmas Bazaar
Ashwell School Grounds Development Group of staff, governors

and parent helpers are presently working on new and exciting ideas to
improve the Ashwell School site.  The group will be holding its annual
Christmas Bazaar on Thursday 4th December starting at 2pm in the
big hall at the School. All welcome.

 Round the world Lucy
Lucy Stephenson, whose par-

ents live in Hinxworth, will be sail-
ing around the world in the Glo-
bal Challenge 2004/2005 – the
world’s toughest yacht race. The
fleet of 12 identical steel hulled
yachts, with a crew of 18 who have
been rigorously trained, will leave
Portsmouth in October 2004, visit
Buenos Aires, Wellington, Sydney,
Cape Town, Boston, Northern
Europe, returning to Portsmouth
10 months and 30,000 miles later.

raising £26000
To gain her place, Lucy has had to
raise £26,000. She told Village
Voice, “It’s been daunting, but with
sheer determination it’s amazing
what can be achieved. I have learnt
so much about public speaking and marketing and I’m certainly not
scared of asking people for money, the worst that can happen is ‘no’.
With only £4,900 to go by March 2004 the goal will be met.”

What makes a 32 year old PA from London want to take up such a
challenge? “I want to achieve a goal I secretly set myself many years ago.
I want to push myself to my mental and physical limits and experience
the extremes of nature. I’m under no illusion that there will be times
when the going will be very tough.”

raising money for Save the Children
Both sponsors and crews are committed to raising money for Save the
Children. The last race in 2000/01 alone raised over £1 million for the
charity. Without the crews, there would be no race, and no money raised
for Save the Children. Geoff Fiddler of the Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth,
will be organizing a fund raising evening  to help Lucy in the New Year,
details soon in Village Voice.



 

Hinxworth Parish Council
The Parish Council met at Hinxworth Village Hall on Thursday

November 6th.
The Website for Hinxworth:- It appears there are very few parish

councils signing up for The Local Channel. The main reason appears
to be the advertising, over which it seems  there is no control. With
the roll out of the government’s ‘gov’ sites for all parish councils in the
near future, all the information needed by Hinxworth residents should
be available on this website.

Car Park Lighting:- With two quotes now available, both around
the £2,000 figure, the Councillors thought it wrong to spend this
amount, in the light of the current funds already earmarked for the
speed signs and Village Hall refurbishment. A working party of strong
local residents (men???) to complete such tasks as digging holes and
pulling cables, could be press-ganged into helping to renew the light-
ing. This would reduce the cost. Anyone willing to help, please con-
tact Harry King.

Recreation Ground:-  The application for funds from the Parish
Challenge has been completed and will be forwarded to North Herts
District Council as soon as possible.

Highways:-  After Martin Hoffman and Tony Smyth met with
Steve Greenhill of the Highways Department on site to discuss the
speed signs, it appears that we are nearer to the actual installation.
Steve Greenhill agreed to the plan in principle and this would be put
to the Management Committee at the meeting on November 3rd.
The next step would be to progress the design, costing and installa-
tion and agree the Parish Council financial contribution required from
Hinxworth. Steve Greenhill should be contacting the Council in the
near future. Residents of Francis Road will be pleased to hear that the
‘flooding’ problem at the juntion with the High Street is to be dealt
with at the same time as the Chapel Street drainage scheme which
should commence by the end of the year.

Green Lane:- The Council was concerned to hear that Green Lane
was to be opened up to facilitate its use for all vehicles, but likely to be
used by four-wheel-drive vehicles. The Council feels it is totally unac-
ceptable and has sent a letter to Adam Maciejewski, the case officer
dealing with the proposal at Bedfordshire County Council. The ob-
jections are on the grounds of safety, the environment, the ecological
impact and cost. Hertfordshire County Council is responsible for part
of the lane.

Contact the Council:- Please remember that the Parish Council is
here to represent the residents of Hinxworth. Do not hesitate to con-
tact us with any issues you feel need addressing. The next meeting will
be on December 4th at 8 pm in the Village Hall. All welcome.
Wendy Kitchener - Clerk to the Parish Council

Remembrance Sunday
St Nicholas Church was

crowded for the annual Remem-
brance Sunday service on Novem-
ber 9th.  Instead of a sermon Eric
Shegog, who kindly led us in
worship, encouraged the reading
of verses from poems of the Great
War, 1914 - 18.  The first to be
read was “In Flanders Fields”,
written in 1915 by a Canadian
doctor, John Macrae, serving on
the Western Front.  This poem
was the inspiration for using the
poppy as a symbol of remem-
brance.  Macrae died in France in
1918.  Later we heard “Dulce Et
Decorum Est” by Wilfred Owen,
arguably the finest of the war po-
ets.  He was killed one week be-
fore the Armistice.  This was fol-
lowed by Lawrence Binyon’s “For
The Fallen”.  Binyon did not serve
in the armed services, but worked
for the Red Cross in France. 

The need to reach our Clock
Tower War Memorial before 11
o’clock led to the final poem by
Charles Sorley being abandoned. 
The crowd gathered there to re-
member the men from
Hinxworth, Edworth and
Newnham who had fallen in the
two world wars.  After Cyril
Demarne had laid a wreath on
behalf of us all, there was coffee
with mince pies in “The Three
Horseshoes”, kindly provided  by
Geoff and Sharon. 

The substantial collection
taken at the church has been sent
to the Royal British Legion for
their Poppy Appeal.       

Reggie Fair

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The Annual General Meet-

ing on 13th November went
with a swing – the election of
the new committee  spurred on
by the thought of the wine tast-
ing to follow.   Yvonne Tookey,
our current President has now
retired and we  have a new Presi-
dent – Margaret Bedford, pic-
tured here. Don’t miss the Christmas Dinner on  Friday 5th Decem-
ber.   The Ashwell Mummers are coming to entertain us and the food
is always good!

Annette Forbes

Garret Required!
Linda Riddett (Ashwell) and

Jo Johnson (Hinxworth) are re-
turning to lives as students as
their youngest children finally
start school.

Linda applied to do an Art
foundation course at the Univer-
sity of Hertfordshire, but was ac-
cepted straight on to the Fine Art
Degree after tutors saw examples
of her work. Jo is studying a part
time Fashion course at Barnfield
College Luton.

However, with seven children
between them, Jo and Linda are
struggling to find space to do
their course work. Neither has
sufficient room in their house to
work on projects that can be left
out for continuing the next day.
Linda’s work sometimes acquires
additional features, jam, choco-
late, paw prints etc, whilst Jo is
likely to find that a carefully
drafted pattern has received some
interesting modifications (arms
chopped off etc).

Does anyone have an unused
room/shed/outbuilding that
Linda and Jo could use as a stu-
dio during school hours? Neither
is exhibiting at the Tate or Lon-
don Fashion Week yet so rent
would literally have to be pepper-
corn! However they would, if
needed, apply a lick of paint and
pay for heating and lighting.

If you could be a ‘Patron of
the Arts’ and can help, call  Jo on
742917 or Linda on 743219.

Mind that bike!!

The editor of Village Voice
wonders if there is some prize for
having practically every bicycle
he’s owned stolen. Not wishing to
lose the current editorial steed, he
took it to the Mobile Police Sta-
tion in Ashwell where it was
postcoded by Crime Prevention
Panel member Geoff Curtis.

Newnham Halloween

This scary bunch of ghoulies
and ghosties are said to have ter-
rified the residents of Newnham
but were not sufficiently fright-
ening to deter our very coura-
geous photographer,



The Village Supper 2003
             or The Debbie Springer Show! 

Saturday November 15th saw our annual slip on the banana skin of
fun, frolics and festivity at the Hinxworth and Edworth Village Sup-
per. After an unnerving number of flu attacks, colds and assorted other
ailments had threatened to make this the smallest and shortest yet, the
event itself went off with a flourish.

 Partick Frobes, aka your editor, as a very worthy MC of the evening,
provided almost as much entertainment as the acts he was  introduc-
ing, showing as he did an unhealthy knowledge of songs which he
knew by heart, random daft questions and a seemingly endless supply
of dodgy (brand new Sony - Editor) audio cassette tapes which he gen-
erously gave to more or less anyone who knew the answers! 

The acts themselves yet again
showed what talent there is in the
community, this year particularly
showcasing Chris Price who did
an hysterical re-rendering of The
House of the Rising Sun – for
which read The Three Horse-
shoes, proving that Chris is not
just a talented face painting art-
ist but a pretty good poet, singer and player of the guitar! Well done
Chris! Jan and Charlie, Debbie and Jamie again fulfilled audience ex-
pectations with  Hinxworth’s answer to Jerry Springer, complete with
American accents and Jamie in his best dress yet!  Chris Knight re-
vealed his musical talents for the second time this year with a very
enjoyable and possibly record breaking rendering of ‘American Pie’, I
never knew it had so many verses!

 thanks for the food
The food seemed to go down very well with everyone and I would
particularly like to express a huge ‘Thankyou’ to the seven ladies who
so kindly took on the task of catering to such a discerning clientele –
Yvonne Tookey, Kate Webber, Lynne Garling, Heather Baim, Pat Lloyd
and Marianne Osmond. And another unsung heroine was Debbie
Crocker who did a great job of decorating the hall in keeping with our
American theme – never an easy job, either to think of a theme which
will appeal or to find new ways to jazz up the old hall!

 auction makes
£1037

A very special vote of thanks,
though, must go to Les Whitfield
who in his own inimitable way
compered an auction of assorted
items and raised the absolutely
fantastic sum of £1,037 !! Les has
an uncanny ability to extract
money from people which seems
to be much less painful than the
dentist –  I can’t say I heard any-

 

one complain about being stung!
£1630 raised for village hall 

Finally thanks to all of you who paid to watch, eat and even to be
abused in one way or another – we couldn’t have done it without you!
The evening raised £1630 for our hall’s refurbishment.

 Sylvia Scales
Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall Management Committee.

Sew Busy
No time to sew on those but-

tons, or put together the skirt you
cut out last year? What about the
unfinished baby knitting where
the intended recipient is now a
teenager! And all those unopened
craft kits you bought at the Knit-
ting & Stitching show.

Now is your chance to get all
those jobs done (and maybe start
something new) while enjoying
a natter and a cuppa.

We shall meet every Monday
afternoon from 2pm. Starting on
January 12th 2004, in the Hat
Tricks Studio, Farrowby Farm,
New Inn Road.

A large workbench area, sew-
ing machine and iron, are all
available so there’s no excuse.

GO ON MAKE IT A NEW
YEARS RESOLUTION.

For further information con-
tact Viv Hughes on 743227.

Litter Letter
Dear Patrick, 
I think I have uncovered the

real culprits for litter in our vil-
lage - the villagers themselves.

 I have studied and learnt that
children mould their values and
intellectual intelligence from their
parents during the first 12 years
of their lives.  After the “trick or
treat” evening I cleared ½ a plas-
tic bag of sweet wrappers from my
front garden and I can only sug-
gest that our village children must
have learnt the habit of “throw-
ing down litter” from their par-
ents.

 A poor show, I believe. I call
for a forfeit of 2 hours of “com-
munity litter picking up” from the
children of the village.Fining their
pocket money does not teach
them  to respect  other peoples
property.

(name and address supplied) 
 

As usual November 5th this year was celebrated with evening bonfires
and fireworks everywhere. But something quietly delightful and much
more long-lasting was happening in Hinxworth earlier in the day. A
team of about 15 volunteers, recruited by Derek Turner of the Coun-
tryside Management Service and at the invitation of David Stutely,
came and started restoration work on the Manor Farm pond at the
side of Arnolds Lane. At first it was hard to even see the outline of the
old pond through the tangle of brambles and sloe bushes and even
harder to imagine that in times gone by people used to catch fish in it,
but after an hour or two of hard work it became apparent just how
large and beautiful it must once have been. The volunteers spent the
afternoon laying a hedge beside the lane and burning the heap of
rubbish which they had cleared. And it’s one up to Hinxworth that
they didn’t find a rusting supermarket trolley in it! All we need now is
a week of rain to fill it with water. Well done to all concerned.

Volunteers clear pond

Simon Marlow

 A fascinating talk was given by Reggie Fair on Armistice Day the
11th of November at Hinxworth Village Hall.

The subject, “A Gunner’s Point of View”, gave an insight into the
letters and diaries of two Artillery Officers serving at the Western Front
during the First World War. Reggie’s account gave a very human touch
to the tragedy that the Great War dealt to millions of British people, as
seen through the eyes of the Dodgson family.

 The talk was very well attended and raised £234 towards the Vil-
lage Hall Refurbishment Fund. Our grateful thanks go to Reggie and
also to Geoff Burrows, the nimble fingered projectionist, as well as to
all those other helpers who made it such a memorable evening.

 David Osmond

We wish all our readers a joyful Christmas

Great War talk raises £234
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On the
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Church services

Computer problems?
I will try and solve any

problems, large or small. £20
per hour. Victoria Scales:
phone 01462 742505. There
will be no charge for insolu-
ble  problems.

Copy date
Please send all material, copy
and pictures, preferably by e-
mail, or to Village Voice, 18
Francis Road, Hinxworth
SG7 5HL byDecember  15th
for the January 2004

Thursday 4th 2 pm Children’s Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 7th 10 am Patronal Festival Eucharist, St Nicholas,
Sunday 14th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
                   5.30 pm Christingle Service, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday 21st  10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Christmas Eve 11.30 Midnight Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Christmas Day 10 am Eucharist, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday 28th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday January 4 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

We had a speed check in Hinxworth High Street on November 7th
between 15.15-16.15. 16 cars were checked  and an average speed of
26mph was recorded.

Last month I told you things were quiet. Trust me to open my
mouth. Last month we were hit for car type crime and a few shed/
garage break-ins.  This is happening all across North Herts.

Siesta leads to six months sentence
We have conducted an operation named ‘Siesta’ in which I was involved
at the end of October. This operation was  a bid to catch the people
responsible and we did have some good results. On the second day into
this operation I was involved in a car chase with a stolen vehicle  not far
away from Hinxworth. The driver lost control of the vehicle, which
gave me enough time to help him out of the vehicle before he could re-
start it. No doubt he was on his way to commit more crime. We man-
aged to find a room for him and he does not need to worry about any
living accommodation for the next six months.

beat the housebreaker
We have also had a few house breaks in other areas. The preferred

method of entry is normally to break into  a garden shed and find tools
that are then used to gain access into the main property. Their meth-
ods are very crude and simple alarms and good locks are normally enough
to deter them. Alarms are very cheap and very easy to install so please
consider getting one if you do not already  have one. Please keep a
watch and call 999 if you see anything suspicious. Sad to say, we have
had another vehicle stolen after the owner left the keys in it.

Hertfordshire Police Force will be giving out the same message as
before about its drink drive campaign. Anyone one who gets caught
drinking and driving after all the advertising we do has only themselves
to blame.

Each month the Mobile Police Station will be parked
near Ashwell Post Office on the 2nd & 4thnThursday  from 8.30 am
until 11.30 am but it won’t be there on Christmas Day.

My phone Number 01462 425224 (mid to long term problems) Royston
Police Phone Number 01763 249249 (if you have suffered a crime or need
Police within a couple of hours) 999 (for immediate response if you have
just suffered a crime and for hare coursing)

 PC 431 Paul Marina.  North Herts Rural.
p a u l . m a r i n a @ h e r t s . p n n . p o l i c e . u k .

Children’s Service
This will be at 2 pm on Thurs-

day December 4th at St Nicholas
Church, Hinxworth. We have
changed the time back to 2 pm as
this is more convenient for mums,
we are told. Do come if you can.

Village Lunch
December’s Village Lunch will

be on Friday December 12th from
12.30 pm until 2 pm in Hinxworth
Village Hall. Will there be a sea-
sonal flavour to the soups? There’s
only one way to find out.

Carol singing
This year, Hinxworth’s round

the village carol singing  will take
place on Monday December 22nd.
We meet by the lamp post outside
The Chestnuts at the junction of
New InnRoad and the High Street
at 7.30 pm. We will be collecting
for charity and carol singers will be
welcome afterwards at Gaynesfield,
Chapel Street for tea, coffee, mince
pies, and maybe mulled wine.

 
Another busy year is drawing

to a close at Farrowby Farm not
only have the Farmers Markets
been well attended this year, the
farm itself has seen an increase in
visitors, including 150 Jewish
boys. They enjoyed an afternoon
of fun and activities even though
they don’t look kindly on our prin-
cipal animal, ‘the Pig’ .

 Now, nearing the end of the
year, its time to talk Turkey. No,
not “gobble, gobble” (although it
has been known) but a timely
reminder to place your orders for
one of our Free Range Broad
Breasted Bronze Turkeys to adorn
your festive table.

 

More visit Farrowby

Parcels for Poland
Ashwell School sent off 107

Christmas boxes for deprived chil-
dren in Poland. Under the scheme,
Operation Christmas Child, now
in its seventh year, shoe boxes are
wrapped with Christmas paper and
then filled with small presents for
children who otherwise might not
have any presents at Christmas.

Newnham Christingle
This traditional service in aid

of The Children’s Society will be
held at St Vincent’s Church,
Newnham on Sunday December
14th at 5.30 pm. All welcome.

These three witches did their
level best to terrify children at the
Hinxworth Halloween party organised by Chris Price and her friends.
Quite the youngest witch at this fantastic evening was Imogen Bentley
from Edworth, seen here with her mum.Your scared editor left early.


