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Grit this road

    The notorious Hinxworth-Edworth road claimed another victim on
Saturday January 11th when an elderly lady’s car slid off the road and into
the ditch. Richard Floyd was en route to Royston and noticed the car in
the ditch. “I assumed the car was abandoned during the night. Cars often
slide into the ditch because the road is not salted or gritted”. On further
inspection, he saw the lady trying to dial out on a mobile phone. Richard
Cobb also arrived on the scene and he climbed into the car to reassure the
woman and offer her a jacket to keep her warm, whilst Richard Floyd
called 999. The lady was rescued by Paramedics, and was taken to Lister
A&E. We are pleased to say she suffered non major injuries. In all EIGHT
Emergency  vehicles turned out! An impressive sight to see down the road,
but all because the road was not  gritted.

pressure on Bedfordshire County Council
The campaign continues to have proper winter maintenance of this
section of the road, and details of this incident have been sent to Bed-
fordshire County Council by Richard Floyd.

Black ice gives elderly driver a nasty spin

In his letter to Bedfordshire County Council, Richard said, “I have
been campaigning for some years to resolve this problem, and parish-
ioners are asking me what is being done about making this road safe.
This road has increased traffic due to the A1 gap closures, and the new
Edworth Bridge which brings traffic from the A1 to local villages. There
is also a weekly bus service on this road.”

“I have copied this letter to Mr. Harry King, Chairman of the Par-
ish Council in Hinxworth.They use this road and are concerned about
the lack of winter maintenance on this cross-border road.  The irony is
that we know the gritting lorries could easily cover this road. We ob-
serve that they either turn around before the border or simply turn the
grit off. I trust this incident will lead to the road being gritted before
the next accident is fatal.”
Until such time as they take some notice and some action, please drive
carefully on this road, especially in freezing conditions.

Does nobody want to go to Biggleswade?
Last September, following requests from the Bedfordshire Rural

Community Commission and the County Council (and suggestions
from the Herts rural transport organisation), the Ivel Sprinter com-
menced a limited service to Edworth and Hinxworth from Sandy and
Biggleswade. It provides one return service each Tuesday, and includes
the Biggleswade Retail Park. Sadly, since September the bus has not
had a single passenger from the villages.

use it or lose it
It is possible that the existence of the service is not well enough known,
but at present it has to be assumed that there is after all no real need for
this link. (Village Voice published details and timetable in October’s edi-
tion - editor)The voluntary organisation running the Ivel Sprinter must
ensure that the best use is made of its bus, and unless there is some use
of the service soon, it will have to be withdrawn. Any resident having a
view on the service is invited to contact the Routes Organiser, Mike
Marsh, on 01462 639662.

No takers for village bus



Stage struck?
A visit to the theatre is some-

thing special... from period dra-
mas to murder mysteries to mu-
sicals. There’s something magi-
cal about the theatre. It is a dif-
ferent world in which anything
can happen.

In this world, with a dab or
two of makeup here and a change
of costume there, the players are
able to transform themselves
completely - to assume new iden-
tities, far removed from their
every day characters and person-
alities. As spectators we enter
willingly into the make believe.
We admire the skill of the actors.

 And perhaps we feel a twinge or two of envy. How wonderful to be
able to escape into another character, to become someone else altogether
- inhabiting that absorbing world on the other side of the footlights.

questions behind re-branding
After the performance we accept the make believe for what it was. But
in much of the modern world the issue is a bit more serious. We are in
the world not of make-believe but of make-overs. Walk down almost
any street in town, and you’ll see banks, businesses, cafes and bars busy
reinventing themselves. Time for a change - to the décor and the name.
Businesses, charities, seem obsessed with re-branding themselves. You
do wonder a bit how much difference it really makes. So what’s going
on? I suppose that behind all this is an anxiety. What do people really
think of us, of me? Do they trust us, do they admire us, do they think
we’re better than our competitors? Perhaps if we changed the name,
changed the image, we’d look better, and be trusted and relied on.
Worth a try. But how do we know?

new year anxiety
Perhaps people trust us even less when we change the brand name? It
can be an infallible recipe for anxiety, permanent, restless concern about
how we look. As a new year gets under way we’re bound to think
about change in general - and this is just one kind of change. But it’s
one that tells us some uncomfortable truths about ourselves, about
the way we live now.

God isn’t anxious
So it may be worth remembering that, for Christians, February 2nd
commemorates the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, when he be-
came ‘publicly’ known. Christians, like other religious believers, see
God as someone who tells us who he is, who gives himself a name by
which we know him, a name to call him. And we believe that God isn’t
constantly anxious about what we think of him, constantly reinventing
himself. Of course, that hasn’t stopped us down the ages inventing
millions of pictures of him- human images of our own devising to help
us try to grasp the divine.

no need for more makeovers
But in reality Christians, like other religious people, believe that God
doesn’t change - he is eternally who he is and delighted in being who he
is. So God tells us, openly, lovingly, who he is, and invites our response.
And the strange thing is that if we do respond in trust, we discover that
our anxieties about who we are can be dealt with. For if God doesn’t
(continued in columns 3 and 4)

 change, there’s something in us that doesn’t change, something that’s
always true and valuable and loveable. No need for constant makeovers.

don’t struggle - you are loved
For me, these aren’t just words - I find myself in the middle of

some of the biggest changes in my own life. Still, however the world
goes, whether any of us ends up as a success or a failure, something is
there that can’t be destroyed - this year, next year, or ever. I hope that
as 2003 gets underway you’ll be aware of that, and know that there is
something beyond anxiety and fear. God is to be trusted; you don’t
have to struggle endlessly in order to be loved.

Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury

War is looming in Iraq and conflict is occurring in particularly
dangerous and cruel forms in many other parts of the world. So it is
perhaps timely to remind ourselves of the Four Freedoms that sum-
marised the allies’ principles for defeating tyranny in the 2nd World
War. How many people have ever heard of the Four Freedoms, let
alone know what they are? And did you know that in the chancel of
Newnham church there is a memorial to Lieutenant P.R.A.Farr who
died near Arrenzo in Italy in 1944?  The inscription states that he
“died for Home, King and Country, and the Four Freedoms”.

A quick internet search will reveal that these four freedoms – the
inspiration of President Roosevelt – are:

Freedom of speech and assembly – everywhere in the world;
Freedom to worship God in your own way – everywhere in the

world;
Freedom from want – everywhere in the world;
And Freedom from Fear which, to use Roosevelt’s words, “trans-

lated into world terms, means a world-wide reduction of armaments
to such a point and in such a thorough fashion that no nation will be
in a position to commit an act of physical aggression against any neigh-
bour – anywhere in the world.”  This must include the United States
of America!

So my hope and prayer for 2003 is that the people of the world
(which includes you and me and all of us) can start to realise this
vision, by supporting real international bodies like the United Na-
tions that, despite faults and inadequacies, are true agents for human
progress and welfare, and by realising that it is never safe for any coun-
try to appoint itself as world policeman.

Simon Marlow

Treasure the four
freedoms

Hinxworth Parish Council
The Council met on January 2nd. Among the matters considered

were:- Airports: a letter would be sent to Herts County Council about
our continuing disquiet about expansion plans, aircraft movements
and pollution. Village Hall: lottery application should be completed
by the end of January. Dog fouling:  North Herts supply bins for
£20.60 each and a fortnightly clearing and cleansing for £4.12 per
bin. A decision to purchase deferred until February. Speed signs: Con-
cern at delay in project, signs cost around £6,000 but no news on
installation costs. Highways: Recent torrential rain had led to foul
sewage being deposited in stream to Ashwell. This was due to tunnel
nearby being inadequate or blocked or both. A large dangerous pot-
hole was reported between church and Bury End. Both matters to be
reported to Highways Dept. Next meeting: February 6th at 8 pm.



Thoughts and Dreams
for 2003

As a politician I have confined my hopes and dreams to what might
be described as public affairs.  So here goes:

using money wisely
Internationally – if, instead of spending money on building, for in-
stance, a better computer (do I need one?) or a better missile (the present
variety seems effective enough), we used it to tackle disease and pov-
erty in the Third World, imagine the difference we could make to peo-
ples’ lives.  Just to find a way to deliver reliable rain to famine ridden
third world countries would save millions of lives.

better public transport
Nationally – if only we had a fast, clean, reliable and affordable public
transport system. Is this beyond our ability?  Public transport seems to
have been getting worse for most of my life.  I am not advocating doing
away with the car but enabling us to use it less.

keep Hertfordshire green and pleasant
Locally – this isn’t a dream to change something, but to stop it chang-
ing too much and too fast.  Hertfordshire is a green and pleasant county,
especially in our bit.  It’s under threat from more aircraft, more eco-
nomic development, more houses and more cars.  I don’t think it can
cope and my dream  is to minimise all of these things so that Hertford-
shire remains a place we can recognise in 30 years time.

Ian Simpson

New Year’s Resolution?
Dear Editor,
Congratulations on your miscellany of news and views culled from

our small cluster of villages and published in the January edition of
Village Voice. Something for everyone? What took my eye, especially,
was Yvonne Tookey’s happy little verse ‘A smile for you’ which began:
‘Smiling is infectious, you catch it like the ‘flu...

It rolled smoothly off my tongue as I read it through, the last two
lines summing it all up:

‘So if you feel a smile begin don’t leave it undetected
Let’s start an epidemic quick and get the world infected’
But the query ‘How about this for a New Year’s Resolution?’ took

my mind back to the Music Hall of the 1920s and a popular song by
a gentleman called Tom Clare. It ran like this:
‘On Jan 1 we start the year with resolutions of the best.
On Jan 2, sad but true, there’s half our good resolves gone West.
And in a week, or three or four, we’re bad little boys and girls  once  more
And we all do it, we’ve all done it and we’re all going to do it once again.
Just like Humpty from his wall, every  bounder has to fall
Even the best of  men blots his copybook now and then
And we all do it, we’ve all done it and we’re all going to do it again!’

damp squib?
I hope you won’t consider me a damp squib, Yvonne, but when it comes
to New Year’s resolutions, I think the old song says it all!

Cyril Demarne

Viv’s Hat Tricks
How many hat shops have a

view of young pigs running about
in their own field? Viv Hughes’
Hat Tricks new showroom at
Farrowby Farm, New Inn Road is
unique in this respect. How long
had Viv been involved with hats?
“I’ve been ‘doing’ hats since 1995.
It started when I needed a hat for
my daughter Heidi’s wedding and
couldn’t get one to fit me because
I’ve got such a small head and I
couldn’t get anything suitable to

this.’ I’ve always had an intrerest in hats. I like to see ladies in hats for
weddings or any special occasion.”

“Then I went to the knitting and stitching show with the girls
from the village.Liberty’s had a stand there and they were advertising
millinery courses at Liberty’s. I enrolled on an eight week course.  We
did all kinds of hat making, millinery, straw, felts, blocking  and we
ended up making a hat. I came home with a hat in a hat box which
I’ve never actually worn.” “Shame,” said our millinery correspondent.

business grew out of the attic
“I thought I wouldn’t mind doing a bit more of this and hit upon the
idea of perhaps hiring rather than doing a couture collection. I go up to
London and buy ready made hats. Most ladies would like them cus-
tomized to match outfits for various functions, so that’s what I do. I
started at home in the attic bedroom. I grew out of there so I moved
into the study. Then I grew out of there and the rest was history.”

I wish more people wore hats
Are hats still popular? “People are more interested in hats for an occa-
sion. Funnily enough, young women are wearing hats more and more.
I do wedding exhibitions and bridesmaids come  and try on the hats
and they’re the youngsters and they say, ‘I wish I was wearing a hat, I
always wear a hat for a wedding. I wish more people wore hats.’ Girls
are wearing fun hats for winter, fur hats, felt hats and velvet hats that
they pull down over their heads. Last year I had a young girl about
fifteen or sixteen who went to Ascot with her mother and had a hat.
Another  lady was going to Ascot last year. I made her that one there
with the feathers on. When she came to collect it she said, ‘I’m really
really excited. I never thought I’d ever go to Ascot, let alone go to Ascot
wearing a lovely hat like this.’”

sales keep hats turning over
Does she sell any hats or just hire them out? “They’re all for sale. I’ve
had several ladies who have come back and said. “I like this and it
matches my outfit, can I buy it?’ I’d like to do more sales because they
turn over stock. And I don’t have to take it all off and re-trim it for
somebody else.”

So if I wanted to hire a hat, what would it cost? “They wouldn’t
suit you,” said Viv, “but they range from £20 to about £35, with a £10
refundable deposit. To buy, hats cost from £40 upwards, none more
than £100, less than you’d pay in a store. You wouldn’t find my hats in
a  chain store.  The showroom is always open, and clients generally
ring up and fix a time when we can discuss their requirements.” Unu-
sually for me, I didn’t risk trying on some of these amazing hats.

Hat Tricks, Farrowby Farm, New Inn Road, Hinxworth. 01462
743227

match the outfit. So I bought myself a very cheap hat in Milton Keynes
and trimmed it myself and was able to make it fit. I thought, ‘I can do

Village walk
The next village walk will be on
Friday February 21st. Meet at the
Three Horseshoes at 10.30 am.

Book this date
The annual  church meeting

will be held at St Nicholas Church
on March 23rd at 11 am.



Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd, 01462-743613, e-mail: fool@fish.co.uk

Church services
Sunday 2nd 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 9th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Thursday 13th 2 pm Toddlers’ Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 16th 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 23rd 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

   10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas,Hinxworth
Sunday  March 2nd 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

copy date Feb 15th
Copy date for publication in March Village Voice is February 15th

2003.Please send copy or pictures to Village Voice 18 Francis Road,
Hinxworth SG7 5HL. Better still e-mail to fool@fish.co.uk. E-mail
saves time and re-typing, and is less liable to error. Thanks.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all my dear
friends in Hinxworth, Edworth and Newnham who have
taken the time to write so many lovely letters and cards since
Philip died on 19th December. Please forgive me if I do not
answer them all but I can assure you that they are very much
appreciated.
Judy

Philip King

Fireworks cruelty

Hinxworth Cycling Club
We are planning to inaugurate

a cycling club in the village, start-
ing in April with a monthly ride
on a day to be determined, prob-
ably  on Fridays.

The aim is a gentle bike ride to
a pub for lunch or to a good picnic
spot. Safety is a prime concern
therefore we will plan routes well
in advance. Come on, ladies and
gentlemen, and join up. Get your
wheels in good working order, but
please let’s have no boy or girl rac-
ers, thank you. The ride should be
a mild thigh toning exercise.

Jessica White, Jill King, Lynne
Garling, Jacquie Grimmer, Jean

At our January meeting we began the new year with a talk and
slides by Colin Osbourne from The Leprosy Mission.  Mr Osbourne
was involved with the charity in a small way at first, but found that he
became more and more interested and now helps to raise thousands of
pounds each year.  He talked enthusiastically about his visit to Bangla-
desh and we saw clearly from his slides the symptoms and effects of
leprosy, and also how it can be cured. It was a very interesting and
informative evening.

return of the belly dancer
This month our Birthday Party will be held on Thursday February 20th

– the third, not the second Thursday. There will be the usual delicious
meal, with an Eastern flavour and entertainment will be provided by
Mrs Georgina Howson whose belly dancing was so popular last Octo-
ber. Audience participation will be encouraged!

Annette Forbes

Hinxworth & Edworth WI
Who needs fireworks unless you’re marking bonfire night, the open-

ing of the Sydney Opera House or the new millennium? The answer
seems to be that some people  appear to like setting off fireworks for no
particularly obvious reason other than that they have both the fire-
works and the means of lighting the touch paper.

All fine and dandy except some animals, and indeed some people,
are extremely sensitive to the terrible noise that some modern fire-
works make, especially if they are detonated without warning and close
at hand.

One villager e-mailed Village Voice about fireworks discharged dur-
ing three evenings at Christmas time. “My dog has been petrified, shak-
ing frantically, cowering on the floor whimpering, with his heart abso-
lutely racing.” She was worried, too, about the effect of the fireworks
on horses grazing nearby. One is almost blind in one eye after running
through a fence after Bonfire Night.

“I just wish they would stick to Bonfire Night and New Year’s Eve
as I might just be able to cope with two days fireworks each year,” she
added. The Editor of Village Voice had been wondering about explo-
sions sounding like gunfire on Christmas morning and on previous
nights. Some suggested that villains were driving over the fields, shoot-
ing at anything caught in their vehicle’s headlights. Whatever the cause,
it seemed completely at odds with both reasonable rural pursuits and
the possibility of peace on earth and goodwill to all people.

Have any readers some practical suggestions to alleviate the distress
that these fireworks or guns cause? Apart, that is,  from common cour-
tesy and kindness and thinking of others first.

Village lunch
The next village lunch will take

place on Friday February 7th in
Hinxworth Village Hall from
12.30pm until 2 pm.
January’s lunch drew the biggest
crowd ever. Some say over 60 peo-
ple came for a choice of nourish-
ing soups, roll and butter, a pud
and tea or coffee, all for £2 for
adults, £1 for children. Amazing
value when you think of all the
stimulating conversation at no ex-
tra charge.

Toddlers
Toddlers and their mums and

dads are welcome to the monthly
Toddlers’ Service in St Nicholas
Church, Hinxworth at 2 pm on
Thursday February 13th. Now that
the Sunday Club room on the
North side of the Church has been
redecorated, the service of a story,
a song and a prayer can be held in
the warm on cold days. And after-
wards there are refreshments for
everyone, of whatever age. All are
most welcome.

Valentine’s Dance
7.30 to 11 pm Thursday February
14th in Hinxworth Village Hall and
in aid of the hall’s refurbishment.
Bar and soft drinks. Tickets £5
available on the door or from Linda
Croton from February 1st.

Party in the Park
musicians sought

July 5th on Hinxworth Recreation
Ground. Would anyone interested
in playing a live set (any length),
please contact Sylvia Scales on
01462  742505

Cobb are already on the list and among others asked are Carolyn
Devaney, Audrey and Gordon Hayden, Jenny Hoffman and Dorothy
Legrand. The first organizer is Jacquie Grimmer (pictured above on her
trusty steed). For further information, telephone 01462-742432.
Lynne Garling


