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Fun day raises £1600 +

The rain threatened but the sun shone on St Nicholas Church’s Village Lunch and Fun Day on Sunday June 22nd.
Around 150 villagers from Hinxworth, Newnham, Edworth and Ashwell enjoyed a day of food and fun on Hinxworth’s
Recreation Ground. There was something for everyone, archery, tug of war, books, plants, a tombola, face painting, hand
printing, a bouncy castle and delicious food, and a recycled fancy dress competition. And to round it off, favourite hymns
were sung. Families and friends brought their own gazebos and chairs and picnicked happily. A great good humour character-
ised the day and as Village Voice went to press, an estimated £1600 plus was raised for church funds. One villager emailed the
Voice to say what a brilliant event it had been and to thank all who had organized and worked so hard to make it so.

Taking the strain: Chris Price........          Christopher Sheldrick, Michael Finnemore and Geoff Fiddler

Recycled-fancy-dress winners: Jodie Elizabeth
Sheldrick and Connall Wadeson with Harry King

Bianca Valentine has a
go at hand printing, with
help from Brenda Dangar

while the village crier
hides from further calls
on his voice.

Concert for Amnesty
Clare Finnimore - viola, Simon Marlow - piano

Sunday July 13th at 3 pm
Hill Cottage, Arnolds Lane, Hinxworth

Works by Bach, Schumann and Rebecca Clarke. The
concert will last for about an hour and will be followed
by tea. We are asking for a donation of £10 to Am-
nesty International, children free. Our music room
holds about 30 and there will be room outdoors too.

RSVP Simon and Frances Marlow 01462 742268

Girls’ tug of war team   Linda and Sylvia relax



Hinxworth Archers in the
County League

Hinxworth Archery Club has  been admitted  to  the Hertfordshire County
Summer League organised by the Hertfordshire Archery Association.

The Club’s first match was in May, an away fixture against Howard
Bowmen of Welwyn. Hinxworth won the match by default as Howard,
the strongest club in the county, were unable to field a team. Our luck,
however,  was not to last.

facing the county’s senior club
Sunday the 15thJune saw our very first home match against Hertford Com-
pany of Archers. The day was perfect, warm, sunny with not a breath of
wind. Hinxworth’s recreation field looked perfect, the grass had been cut,
the 6 targets were set at 50 metres.

Umbrellas and tents had been erected to shield us from the sun. Hert-
ford’s contingent arrived with a large team of 16 archers, including 5
traditional longbow archers. Hinxworth’s team consisted of 10 plus just
the one longbow archer.

a close run match
The match was a close run thing with Hertford just ahead after the 50
metre distance. At the start of the final 3 dozen arrows at 30 metres, Hert-
ford’s more experienced archers pushed further ahead, and, in spite of a late
surge by Hinxworth, they managed to finish with a 5 man team win of
2741 against Hinxworth’s top 5 scores of 2592. Just 149 points separating
the county’s senior club from the county’s newest club. A traditional tea was
served after the match. Our guests thanked us for an enjoyable day and for
putting on such a fine spread.

Forthcoming archery fixtures this summer at the ‘rec’ are as follows:
Saturday,9thAugust. Annual invitation shoot against Aquarius

(N.London) and Kestrels (Biggleswade).
Sunday, 24th August. Hertfordshire League match against Abbey Bow-

men of St.Albans.
Sunday, 14th September. Hertfordshire League match against Green

Dragon of Knebworth.

David Osmond

 John Sheldrick in front of a new hedgerow

Putting back the hedgerows
When we arrived in 1961 we were given positive encouragement to

take out the hedges to amalgamate fields into large areas thus accommodat-
ing larger machinery.  We were even given government grants to achieve
this, in the interest of growing more and more food.

 restoring wildlife habitat
Forty two years later the emphasis has changed, thus we are very conscious
of the fact that the hedge dwelling wild life including insects and birds has
drastically reduced.  We are given positive encouragement to create bio-
diversity and we are now given financial incentives to do so in the form of
set-aside payments.  The objective is to cut hedges less frequently to create
a more friendly environment for our native fauna.  The crops we grow are
not worth much money, therefore with the  aid of  grants we are  encour-
aged to create a much more balanced habitat with hedges and woodlands.
Still the grants only cover 50% of the cost of planting and replacement. We
have to work hand in hand with the Forestry Commission to get agreement
as to what we the farmers can do.

 family names for local areas
The Ministry of Agriculture and the Forestry Commission stipulate the
areas to be planted and the species used,  and we have derived much
pleasure from setting up areas of  woodland and hedges in consultation
with Ordnance Survey who have allowed us to use family names on these
areas: Bridget’s Wood, Christopher’s Wood, James’ Wood  and Henri’s Gar-
dens.  Parkers Lane is so called after a previous incumbent.

 footpaths in regular use
Our scheme is nearly complete and we are very pleased to see so many
people using the footpaths through these areas on a regular basis.  I myself
take a keen daily interest in these projects and actively encourage people to
remedy any shortcomings.

birds on the increase
We are pleased to see a dramatic increase in the wild bird population and we
are currently planning to sow some wild flower mixture adjacent to The
Ridgeway as an experiment.  If it is successful, more will follow.

sit on a log and enjoy the view
 The last phase is almost complete.  Logs will be placed by Bury End

Pond for people and animals alike to sit and admire the view.

 John Sheldrick

Hedging our bets

St. Nicholas’ church in conjunc-
tion with the Archery club spon-
sored an archery trial on Saturday
June 7th at the Hinxworth recrea-
tion ground at which about 15
youngsters  gathered to try their
skills or watch.

showing promise
Most of the arrows went in the di-
rection of the targets without caus-
ing injury to dogs, cats or bystand-
ers, much to the relief of the organ-
isers. One or two showed budding
talent for the sport and may go on
for further tuition.

thanks to all concerned
The threatened rain kept off and everyone seemed to enjoy the experi-

ence, including some Mums and Dads who were able to relax and chat
over coffee and biscuits. Many thanks to David and Marianne Osmond,
Alan Murray and Bob Scales for their willing help and instruction.

Ed Thorn

Archery day enjoyed

Anna Thorn pulls the string



Art Society ask for Moore

Hinxworth Art Society went on their first outing last month. We had a
lovely ride through the beautiful Hertfordshire countryside before arriv-
ing at Henry Moore’s home in Perry Green. The weather forecast was grave
today we were worried our trip would be a washout, but the sun shone
throughout; we enjoyed walking round and sketching the sculptures in
the gardens.

unmissable experience
  Lunch was organised at the “Hoops Inn” a well-recommended pub, before
joining the guided tour of Moore’s studios and the tapestries barn.  The
whole day was an experience not to be missed.  The staff who run the
Foundation take great pride in keeping the grounds impeccable. They were
so welcoming that we  recommend that  everyone should visit the Henry
Moore Foundation.

 May I thank everyone for their support in setting up the art classes, they
have become such a success that we have been asked to do a class on MON-
DAY evenings 7 - 9pm to suit more budding artists unable to attend the
Tuesday or Wednesday class.

join a class and save your life
If you would like to join either class please contact me on 743104 or just
turn up! you will be most welcome. Please dont feel that the class isnt for
you because “You can’t draw to save your life” This is the best way to start in
a relaxed cheerful club. Classes aren’t that bad that you would need to save
your life. They are FUN
Brenda
 

and now....Monday evening classes

‘Naughty but nice’
The North Herts Guild of Singers will be performing Carl Orff ’s

‘Carmina Burana’ at Princess Helena College, Preston (near Hitchin - not
Lancashire) on Saturday 12th July at 7.30pm. The concert will also in-
clude a jolly piece called ‘Highways - a Cantata of Travel’ by Gordon Jacob
and a piano duet to give a diversified evening’s entertainment.

The grounds of the college are open all afternoon for those who wish to
have a picnic before the concert (weather permitting).Wine and soft drinks
served all evening.

For further details or to book tickets contact Adrian Lambourne on
01462 743 234.

Party in the Park
Saturday July 5th Hinxworth Recreation Ground

Programme*
6:30 “Hinxworth Hillbilly Blues Band” -  Charlie Thackway
and his team
7:15  Stephen Forbes
8:00  Seb Webber and Friends
8:45 “Root” - Richard Wheeler’s Edworth Crew (To be
confirmed)
9:30 Peter Peloe and his guitar
10:15 HHBB Reprise
More information, tickets etc, ring Sylvia Scales 742505

*All times provisional

Teddy bears picnic
Teddy bears and their toddler

owners are invited to bring a picnic
along to the Ashwell vicarage gar-
den on Wednesday July 9th at 2
p.m. for an hour of fun and games.
The teddies are sure to enjoy
Mr.Coffee’s “magic” followed by
drink and cookies.

For more information ring Betty
Thorn on 01462 742858.

Hat Tricks

Michele Jarman models a hat at
Hat Tricks Open Day at Farrowby
Farm. If you missed the occasion,
contact Viv Hughes on 01462
743227 and visit her collection of
stunning headgear.

Newnham Car Boot
Sale

July 5th at 1 pm on the Playing
Field. Pitches £5 if booked before
the day, otherwise £6 on the day
itself. For more information and
bookings, ring Mrs Webb on
01462 743083

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The Village Hall was silent on the evening of 12th June as our mem-

bers had been invited to join Lilley WI instead.   Fourteen of us travelled
to Lilley on this delightfully warm evening and arrived in time to look
round the church before the meeting began.   The speaker, Tricia Shaw,
brought her collection of beautiful quilts and talked about her visit to the
Amish people last year.   We all enjoyed the evening and hope the Lilley
people were not overwhelmed by the invasion from Hinxworth!

garden party
Next month, on 10th July we shall meet in Janet Fair’s garden, weather
permitting, at 7.30 pm.

Annette Forbes



Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd, 01462-742015, e-mail:patrickforbes@waitrose.com

Please send all material, copy and
pictures to Village Voice, 18 Francis
Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL by July
20th for the August  edition. Email
to  patrickforbes@waitrose.com

Copy date

On the
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina
I hope you are all well and enjoying the weather, although the down

side is that it does make the weeds grow. I have had problems with my
runner beans this year.  I kept some seeds from last year but only six came
up, so I have had to  buy some and  they are now just beginning to appear.
My Grandad never bought a runner bean seed in his life and his always
came up okay. I wonder what his secret was.

car stolen from Hinxworth
Still back to Police work. On the morning of the 8th June we had a silver and
white Mitsubishi stolen from the High street in Hinxworth. Two males were
seen stealing this vehicle. The vehicle was found stripped out in Potton. We
have done a full forensic examination on this car and are awaiting the results.

don’t disturb young deer
If you are walking in the countryside at this time of year you may find young
Fallow Deer fawns which appear to have been abandoned. The chances are
that the mother Doe is away feeding. They do return at regular intervals to
feed the youngster. This is normal and in the first months the fawns are
completely scentless. This is Mother Nature’s way of protecting the fawns
from foxes and stray dogs. So if you do find one please give it a wide berth
and leave it in place.

mobile police station in Ashwell
We are starting to put a mobile police station out in the villages, this will be
manned by a retired policeman who has a vast amount of experience, I will
also be there so please use it as much as you want. It is a trial so if it does not
get the use it may be withdrawn. The date/times are; -

Thursday 3 July Ashwell outside post office         08.30-11.00am
                                         Barley outside post office           11.30-13.00
                                         Barkway outside village pond    13.30-14.00

vehicle thefts
Most vehicles that are less than 10 years old have immobilisers fitted and
without the keys are almost impossible to steal unless you have been trained
by the vehicle manufacturer. If a vehicle is stolen with the keys some insur-
ance companies will not pay out.

1) In the west of the county we have had a number of houses entered
when the occupants have been asleep. The offenders then will steal keys for
cars that are parked on the drive.

2) When you fill your vehicle up with fuel please do not leave the keys
in it when you pay for the fuel. We do have a lot of vehicles stolen in
situations like this. It is a real gift for the thieves. They have the keys and you
have  just filled it up with fuel.

I do read my e-mails each day when at work. Please contact me by e-mail
me if you prefer.

PC 431 Paul Marina.North Herts Rural Community Team.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  phone 01462-425266

Church services
Thursday 3rd 3.45 pm Children’s Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 6th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 13th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 20th 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 27th 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
                       10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 3rd August 10 am United Benefice Eucharist, St Nicholas

Children’s service
The next Children’s Service at St

Nicholas, Hinxworth, is on Thurs-
day July 3rd at 3.45 pm followed by
tea and biscuits. All welcome

Village lunch
If you haven’t been to one of

Hinxworth’s village lunches, you have
missed a treat. But don’t despair, the
next one is on Friday July 4th from
12.30 pm until 2 pm.

Holy Socks take off
At the Village Fun Day we sold

over 20 pairs of these amazing socks
in sizes to suit babies, children and
adults. £1 from each pair sold is given
to St Nicholas Church. We will have
them on sale at July’s village lunch.
Traidcraft goods and catalogues will
also be available. If you would like a
Traidcraft catalogue but can’t get to
the lunch, contact the Editor.

Ernest  was born in 1919 at Toft
in Cambridgeshire. As a young man
he went to work for Mr Maynard at
Millow, where he worked with his
much loved Shire Horses.

He married June Spicer of
Edworth in 1952. They moved to
Edworth in 1961. They had three
children, Russell, Janet and Gillian.
He had four grandchildren and two
great grandchildren. Very sadly, his
son Russell was killed in a road acci-
dent in 1963.

He worked for two generations
of Smyths and was employed as a
general farm worker and tractor
driver, regularly hauling twenty to
thirty thousand bales every harvest.
He was a reliable worker and was liked
by everybody. He was buried in
Edworth Churchyard on June 11th.
Fifty one relatives and friends were
there to say their goodbyes.

Ernest Walter Collin
The Man with his Dog

Have you booked your tickets for the annual village outing to Bletchley
Park,home of the Enigma machine, on August 28th? Contact Sylvia
Scales on 01462 742505 for more information. It promises to be a
great day out and the editor is really miffed at not being able to go!


