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Litter things mean a lot

I have resumed my litter patrol,  especially along New Inn Road and, as
usual, have collected two supermarket bags stuffed with the normal detri-
tus. At least it’s not as much as the nine bags I once collected in the space of
just one  month.

No reader will be surprised by the depressing collection of sweet wrap-
pers, fag packets, plastic bottles and fast food containers. The equally obvi-
ous fact is that not one item was there by accident.

signs for the times?
I wonder if some public-minded person could invent three smart little no-
tices to go on the roads from Ashwell, from Edworth and on the New Inn
Road saying something like “Litter Free Zone”  (like those nuclear free zones)
for our benefit. Still, at least our doggie enjoys the walk.
Victor Garling

 B.ASH.H
No we are not advising violence against anyone or anything!  B.ASH.H

is the name of the Hinxworth and Ashwell joint initiative to pursuade BT
to supply broadband telecommunication services to our villages.  BT are
reluctant on cost grounds saying there won’t be enough subscribers to make
it worth their while.  We want to prove them wrong - and we’ve already had
some success.

we’ve passed B.T.’s target....
Just to get BT to take any notice of us at all, they set a target of 200
individual registrations of interest for any community wanting a broadband
service.  Well, we’ve done that!  Following distributions of our leaflet through
the doors of every single house in Hinxworth, Ashwell (and, indeed,
Newnham) and subsequently at a recruiting stand at Ashwell at Home,
broadband registrations in the villages have shot through the 200 threshold
and are now standing at 218.

....but there’s another mountain
We’ve still got some way to go though.  BT will now set their magic Trigger
Level of registrations for us before they will put us on their list for implemen-
tation of a broadband service.  We expect this to be in the 300 - 400 range
and this target will be set at the end of June.  So ... B.ASH.H people will
continue to be seen in and around our villages recruiting further registra-
tions for broadband.  Watch out for them - you’ll be able to spot them in
their bright advertising T-shirts.

Gerald Clare
If you’ve never visited Baldock WI  Market – go next week!  The market

is held every Friday from 9.30 – 11.00 am at Baldock Community Centre,
opposite the Library.   We sell delicious home baked food, preserves, eggs,
plants, flowers,  crafts and greetings cards for every occasion.

new fruit and vegetable supplier needed
 The only missing ingredient at the moment is a supply of vegetables and
fruit in season.  Our supplier has unfortunately retired and a new one has
not emerged!     So do please look out of your window at all those vegetables
you are growing in your garden and contact me on 01462 742015 if you
think you could sell some of them at the WI Market.   You can take them
along on a Friday morning, suitably packaged and invoiced and collect any
that are unsold later in the morning.

I am personally very keen to find another supplier as I rely very much on
my weekly shop at the Market!    However, do go along to buy all the other
goodies as well.

Annette Forbes
Open Day at the New Showroom

Saturday 31st May. 10am - 4pm.
Vivien invites you to come and have a glass of wine and view the

fabulous new Spring & Summer Collection of fabulous hats. Lots of excit-
ing styles and colours specially for Ascot and Henley.

For sale, many reduced, or for hire. Hope to see you there.
The Studio, Farrowby Farm, New Inn Road, Hinxworth

 

WI Market  in a Jam



Strained brains raise
£220 for Village Hall

The winning team - picture by Victoria Scales
 The Village Quiz was a great success, attended by 45 or so. We had 8

teams and competitive instinct was in abundance! This heralded a novel
approach, the questions being in the form of pre written sheets of ten or
twenty depending on the round, so  there was a lot of hearty whispering
as team members discussed options. 

you should have been there
Titles of rounds were ‘Musical Numbers’, ‘American Pie’ and ‘Listen To
What The Man Said’, and there was much hilarity and brain straining over
cryptic rounds like London underground stations e.go. ‘Cindy can’t but
...’?  and ‘almost sounds like the start of a duel’? If you can get them then
you should have been there helping us on!

thank you
Many thanks go to Peter Peloe for masterminding the questions, Linda for
the sandwiches and raffle, and Sylvia, Pat and Linda for the bar. Also to
Tony Lloyd’s contacts in the newspaper world for his collection of mini-
ature Mac cartoons for us to guess the event and year! We raised over £220
-  a great effort. Thanks.

Green fingers

Hinxworth & Edworth WI
Sylvia Scales presented the Annual Resolutions at the meeting on 8th

May regarding Children’s diets, exercise and health, Care of older people,
and Vocational training.   Discussion and voting followed – all of which
should help our National AGM delegate to vote when the time comes.    As
light relief, after refreshments, two short home-videos were shown show-
ing some Hinxworth events, and WI entertainments at the Village Supper
during the 1980’s.   Much mirth followed as members recognised them-
selves and others!

Lilley bound in June
Please remember that there is no meeting in Hinxworth in June!   We shall
instead be going to visit Lilley WI as their guests.   If you haven’t put your
name down already please contact me as soon as possible.   The date is 12th
June – the same evening as  the meeting would have been in Hinxworth so
there is no excuse for not coming!
Our annual village outing is to Bletchley Park, home of the Enigma code
machine, on Thursday August 28th, tickets £14.50 from Sylvia Scales.

 Annette Forbes (742015)

Village Voice
meets Charlie
Thackway, a
villager equally
at home with a
strimmer or a
Fender  guitar

Charlie and Jan Thackway and their children moved to Hinxworth
from Letchworth in 1994. “We were going to be made homeless if we
didn’t move. I worked for a nursery and a house went with the job. The
nursery closed and with it went our accommodation. The council re-
housed us. We wanted somewhere rural and this house came up. We
grabbed it. We saw the potential and bought it a year later. Jen Clarke’s
uncle lived here from when it was built in 1924 so we’re only the second
family to live in it.”

working for himself
“I’ve been working in horticulture since 1979. I worked in a garden

centre, then for North Herts Council, then for John O’Connor’s grounds
maintenance company.” Why did you decide to go freelance and work for
yourself? “I knew the value of the work I was doing and I knew what I was
being paid to do it. This is a nice area and I  thought ‘I know  lots of people
and I’m sure I can pick up a lot of work.’ And that’s what I’ve done. It’s
almost all been by word of mouth. I’ve got a partner, Steve Edwards. He
was my manager at John O’Connor’s and he left a month before I did, so
we both started up at the same time, last August.” Why Acer? “It’s just a
tree that I like, the maple. It’s going well. We’re extremely busy.”

all kinds of garden work
What sort of work does he do? “All sorts. Steve is more into the hard
landscaping, fencing, water,  patios. I work more on the horticultural side so
between us we cover quite a variety of work. I think the smallest job we’ve
done was digging out an old bit of concrete in the way of a tree that needed
planting, it took me about half an hour. The biggest job so far was sur-
rounding a bungalow with decking.” Is decking going to take over the
world? “I think it’s peaked.  We are doing some local authority work, Ashwell
Recreation Ground and Ashwell churchyard. We do parish council work
around here and some at Buntingford too.” Can the business expand with
just two people working at it? “We have to decide how far we want to take
it - it could go further. Employing people is another ball-game.” Is there
any job he wouldn’t take on - replacing a septic tank with a water feature,
for example? “I wouldn’t want to take on too much really heavy digging or
concreting. For design work,  I’ve got friends who can do that.”

and then there’s the music
Apart from Jan and their children, Richard, 25, James, 23, Michael, 18 in
July, and Johnny who will be 12 in August, Charlie’s other love is music.
He’s been playing the guitar since he was 17 and is the proud owner of a
Fender Stratocaster, a 50th birthday present. “The current band is called
Reflex, with seven players, including Jan who plays keyboards.” How
would he describe the music they play? “Mostly rock and roll and dance
music. We play maybe 10 to 12 gigs a year, birthday parties, weddings.
We’re not in it for the money, we do it for the enjoyment.”

Acer Gardeners,  2 High Street, Hinxworth - 01462  742337



The Annual Summer Lunch at Newnham Hall is to be on 29th June.
Do come and join us for a delicious  cold lunch in the Garden, followed by
an entertainment by the Bygrave Handbell Ringers. There will be one or
two stalls,  a swim in the pool, and plenty of opportunities  for chat with
old friends and neighbours. Tickets £9 (children £2); bring your own
drinks and glasses  -  all in Aid of St Vincent’s Church. Tickets from Audrey
Whalley - Tel: 01462 742517 or Sue Bain 01462 742284.

BMW keys found
Just outside Newnham near the bridge on the Ashwell road  at Easter time
-  a set of car keys for a BMW.  The key ring carries the Cambridge number
01223 841000 of Scotthall, BMW dealers, who have had no cry of help.
Anybody desperately looking for these? Ring Sue Bain on 01462 742284

Newnham News
I would just like to thank every one for re-electing me on May 1st in

the district council elections. What was particularly satisfying was that
such a large number of people voted - 60% in Arbury ward. That is
double the North Herts average and over double trhe national average.
indeed we have been unable to find anywhere else in the country with
such a high turnout! So that is a great testament to everyone in the ward,
that they feel it is important to vote in local elections.

pressing the villages’ case
So what next? Since the result, I have been reconfirmed as Cabinet member
for Policy and am now chairman of the Highways Partnership and chair-
man of the Baldock and District committee. Hopefully through these
positions I will further be able to press our villages cases, no matter what the
issue. We will shortly be consulting villages on what powers they would
like to see passed from us to Parish councils, and also reviewing the way we
deliver services to the villages. I would welcome any feedback any resident
has on any of these or any other issues.

contact me
Thank you once again for your continued support, and please do not
hesitate to contact me if there is anything I can ever help you with.

Councillor thanks voters

Andrew Young
Andrew Young can be contacted at The Cottage, 41

Ashwell Road, Bygrave, Herts SG7 5DY, phone 01462
896490 or e-mail adyoung1@hotmail.com

Arts society flourishing
Our art classes are flourishing well. A recent questionnaire was filled in

by all members. The response has been unanimous:  our classes are fun,
friendly, relaxed and  everyone is learning a lot.  Classes are held in
Hinxworth Village Hall on Tuesdays  7pm - 9pm. This evening class has
been introduced for adults and teenagers who work during the day and
for  those unable to make the Wednesday 10 - 1pm class, which is also held
in the Village Hall. There are still places available in both classes for any
one, beginner or master.

paintings to bloom in gardens
During the summer we have been invited to paint from life in members
gardens. Once  a month we invite a specialist watercolourist to help build
up our skills in the art of watercolour techniques.

learn from an artist
At present I am organising a whole day workshop for a Saturday in the
Autumn with a well known and respected artist. This will give us a good
chance to really explore how one creates a true masterpiece old and young
members are most welcome.

join now
To become a member please ring Betty Thorn on  742858 or Janet Fair on
743137. If you are interested in joining the art classes, please ring  me on
743103 or pop into one of the classes.

Brenda Dangar

Village Lunch
The next Village Lunch will be

on Friday June 6th at Hinxworth
Village Hall from 12.30 until 2 pm.
All welcome.

Favourite hymns
Come to the Village Lunch and

Fun Day on Sunday June 22nd
and be prepared to sing your heart
out at our “Sing your Favourite
Hymns” session  after tea. You’ll
have a chance to choose your fa-
vourite hymn or hymns before-
hand . We will  then  challenge lo-
cal musicians to provide  the ac-
companiment with the absolute
minimum of rehearsal.

 Holy Socks shock
Apart from the inflatable church

which hit the headlines, among  the
other remarkable items to be found
at last month’s Christian Resources
Exhibition at Sandown Park were
pairs of Holy Socks with  scenes
such as Jonah and the Whale, Dan-
iel in the Lions’ Den, Loaves and
Fishes designed on to them. The
brainchild of  Margaret Wyllie  from
East Lothian, they have already
given rise to any number of  con-
versations with total strangers, and
have been seen on episcopal legs and
at the Hinxworth Toddlers’ Service
in May, when the story was about
Daniel and those lions.
coming to Hinxworth

They come in a range of sizes and
designs and would make perfect
presents.  They will be on sale at the
Village Lunch and Fun Day and,
we hope at subsequent Village
Lunches. All profits to charity or
other good causes.

Missing Toddlers!
Where have the toddlers gone?

Mostly to school, it seems. St
Nicholas Church’s Toddlers’ Serv-
ice is moving too, from 2 pm on a
Thursday afternoon to 3.45 pm.
The new time will mean that chil-
dren will be able to catch the serv-
ice on their way home from school.
“We have heard from children who
used to come and now cannot be-
cause they have started at school,”
said Yvonne Tookey. The next serv-
ice for children from Toddlers to
Primary School age will be at 3.45
pm on Thursday June 5th at St
Nicholas Church. Do come.

Traidcraft
Traidcraft is a Christian charity

committed to making sure that
farmers and producers in poor coun-
tries get a just price for their goods.

“Fighting poverty through
trade” is their motto. Traidcraft is
the U.K.’s largest fair trade organi-
sation, helping thousands of fami-
lies around the world to work their
way out of poverty. Traidcraft’s cata-
logue displays a wide range of cloth-
ing, craft goods and food. We ex-
pect to have Traidcraft goods on sale
at the Village Lunch and Fun Day
and at Village Lunches and after
church services at St Nicholas on a
regular  basis.

The Amici Singers
25th Anniversary Concert

Saturday July 5th, Corn Exchange, Bedford
The New English Concert Orchestra, conducted by Douglas

Coombes. Music by Bach, Mozart, Coombes and 3 Glenn Miller songs.
Tickets £10 & £8 (concessions) 01234 269519 & 01767 316521

www.amicisingers.co.uk

Faulty freezer wanted
Chest freezer urgently required.

Needn’t work but must have exte-
rior in good condition. Wanted for
animal feed storage. Contact Kate
Weller at Thorns Farm or phone
01462 742488



Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd, 01462-743613, e-mail:patrickforbes@waitrose.com

Please send all material, copy and
pictures to Village Voice, 18 Francis
Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL by June
20th for the July  edition. Email to
patrickforbes@waitrose.com

Copy date

Church services
Sunday 1st 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Thursday 5th 3.45 pm Children’s Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 8th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 15th 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 22nd 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
                        9.45 am Benefice Confirmation, St Mary’s, Ashwell
Sunday 29th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday July 6th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

On the beat
with PC Paul Marina

picture courtesy Royston Crow

We are coming into  the season
when people will be looking at thiev-
ing your lawn mowers and hedge
trimmers. These people are basically
lazy (that is why they are crooks) and
simple security will save you the
problem of dealing with such an in-
cident. I mean good padlocks, locks
and a security light.

Security lights are very good. When I have been on drug raids in the
past there is nothing more off putting than sneaking round the back of a
house and being illuminated by a great big security light, it’s like something
out of a science fiction film.

Party in the park

Congratulations to Vicky Scales for
passing her driving test on May 9th!

Saturday July 5th Hinxworth Recreation Ground

Six keen cyclists turned out for the first of what we hope will be many
more bike rides. We all successfully completed the ‘tour’ from Hinxworth to
Ashwell then on to Guilden Morden, Steeple Morden and then back home,
enjoying a well deserved lunch at Three Tuns in Ashwell.

in at the deep end?
We look forward to welcoming new recruits at our next bike ride which will
be in the beautiful surroundings of Grafham Water on Friday May 30th.
Don’t worry about getting your bike transported, arrangements are in hand.
Please telephone Jill King on 01462 742130 for further details.

Jacquie Grimmer

Merlin total
In last month’s Village Voice we

referred to the work being done by
the charity Merlin in Iraq. The total
raised from the Easter collection at St
Nicholas and from other donations
came to £365, which with Gift Aid
tax additions, totalled £435. “A won-
derful display of Christian charity,”
commented Adrian Lambourne

Missing archers
shock horror

Time is running out for 8 to 16
year olds to register their interest in
the Archery Day being organized by
St Nicholas Church in association
with the Archery Club on June 7th.

The day will be split into two
sessions in Hinxworth, from 10.30
until 12.30 and from 1.30 until
3.30 pm. Tuition, equipment and re-
freshments will all be provided.

don’t miss mark
The event is open to anyone from

Village Voice’s area. Don’t miss out
on this unique chance to try a new
sport and hobby. Ring Ed Thorn
now on 01462 742858 and have a
great day.

 

  Heaven on wheels

We have  four groups,  ensembles lined up so far but we are still hoping
for more. You do not need to be a professional, merely enthusiastic. Tickets
for the party are available from Sylvia Scales on 01462 742505 or e-mail
at partyinpark@v-s-f.co.uk  at 12 Francis Road, at £8 for adults and £4 for
children under 12

bring gazebos, chairs, crockery
The Party starts at 6pm with a barbecue at 7pm. Bring your own

gazebos, chairs, crockery and glasses but we will  have a bar. This is our main
Village Hall fundraiser of the year so come and help us make this a really
grand event.

 Don’t miss it - this is the big one!!

Village Lunch and Fun Day
incorporating The Bell Ringers’ Barbecue

in aid of St Nicholas Church
Sunday, June 22nd
Hinxworth Recreation Ground
Barbecue lunch at 12.30 pm
Afternoon teas from 3.30 pm
Stalls - Toys - Cakes - Books

Plants and Produce -  Holy Socks
Traidcraft goods - Bouncy Castle
Ice creams - Raffle - Tombola

Children’s Fancy Dress - Archery
Face painting - Tag Rugby
Tug of War - Rounders

Lunch tickets - Audrey Clare 742820
Janet Fair 743137, Yvonne Tookey 742439

Bring gazebos, chairs, glasses etc. Drinks will be available.


