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Green Lane deadline
If you value the peace and calm of Green Lane, Edworth,  and don’t

want it to become a race track for 4x4 off-road vehicles, you have just a
fortnight to make your views known to Bedfordshire County Council.
Readers may remember that we alerted you  to the proposal to open
Green Lane to all vehicles, from the Dunton Road to the Hertfordshire
border, in our March 2003 edition.

The order has now been published and may be seen at the offices of
Access and Partnerships, Culture and Environment Group, Bedford-
shire County Council, County Hall, Cauldwell Street, Bedford between
9 am and 5 pm Mondays to Thursdays,  and between 9 am and 4 pm
on Fridays. Representations or objections to the Order may be sent in
writing to the Orders and Commons Registration Officer, at the above
address not later than 14 November 2003, stating the grounds on which
they are made.

bureaucracy gone mad?
Edworth resident and rider Anne Sawford said, “If this isn’t bureaucracy
gone mad, I don’t know what is. They propose to spend thousands of
pounds of council tax-payers’ money to facilitate this so called upgrade -
hardly a good use of scarce resources.”  The proposal could lead to what
is now a pleasant and peaceful rural ride and walk becoming a night-
mare opportunity for off-roaders to churn the track into something com-
pletely unusable by ramblers and riders.

The Village
Supper 2003

Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall Management
Committee proudly presents

Saturday November 15th, 7.30 for 8 pm.
Tickets £10. Bar and entertainment.

Tickets available from Sunday November 2nd, from Sylvia
Scales 12 Francis Road, Hinxworth, phone 01462 742505.
Entertainers still needed, please contact Debbie Crocker on
01462 742447

with an American theme

Ashwell School PTA Fireworks
Tickets are now on sale at the school
office for the PTA Fireworks Evening
on Saturday 8th November on
Hinxworth Rec. and in the adjoining
Village Hall. Doors open and food
(hot dogs) will be available from 6.00
pm.  The display will begin at 6.30
pm.  A licensed bar will operate in the
Village Hall.  Tickets cost £15 for a
family (2 adults and 2 children), £5

for an additional adult and £3 each for additional children. 
Please order them from the school or buy them at the gate
on the night.

Gunner’s Point of View
Reggie Fair is giving another of

his illustrated talks on the Great
War 1914-18 at 8 pm on Novem-
ber 11th in Hinxworth Village Hall
Entitled “A Gunner’s Point of
View” it is the story of a young of-
ficer in the Royal Artillery, Philip
Dodgson, whose family knew
Reggie’s family. Tickets will cost £5
for adults, students free, available
from Reggie Fair on 01462 743137
or from David Osmond on 01462
742048. Proceeds will go to the
Village Hall Refurbishment Fund.
The Remembrance Sunday service
is at 10 am on Nov 9th at St
Nicholas  Church, Hinxworth.

A vintage year
We hear that cidermaking is

being trialled in Hinxworth. Not
before time when you think of all
the heavy laden apple trees. The
first ten gallons are looking, and
tasting promising. Good news!

Chateau Hinxworth?
Hard on the heels of the cider

news story comes the revelation
that a gallon of wine has been made
using exclusively Hinxworth-grown
grapes. With summers getting
warmer can we look forward to our
own village wine?

Calendars, girls?
Hinxworth Art Society would

be very grateful for any donations
of outdated calendars featuring
photographic scenes or still life pic-
tures. They are a valuable source of
reference for subject matter during
the colder season when painting on
location is not possible. If you can
help, please contact Brenda Dangar
on 01462 743104 or drop them off
at 22 Francis Road. Thank you.

Don’t be bashful
Hide not your light under a

bushel. If you can entertain, please
contact Debbie Crocker on 742447
and wow us at the Village Supper.



 

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The talk scheduled for our 9th October meeting sounded rather

daunting – ‘Missionary Work in Africa’ by the Rev. Judi Clarke.
However, she proved to be a most entertaining speaker showing slides
and describing her work.   She went to Africa as a young nurse and
very soon became matron of a local hospital, married, and raised her
family.   Since her return to this country she has become ordained and
is now in charge of several parishes.

tea party goes with a swing
The tea party on October 21st to mark Women’s Institute Day was an
unqualified success, with a village hall full of ladies taking tea, eating
delicious home made cakes and catching up on all the news. We were
pleased to see many friends from Newnham and Ashwell.

agm and wine-tasting!
Don’t miss the next meeting on November 13th – the Annual General
Meeting, followed by a home-made wine tasting!

Annette Forbes

Hinxworth Parish Council
The Council  met in the Village Hall on Thursday October 2nd.

The Councillors were pleased to welcome Tony Smyth to Hinxworth
Parish Council.

Due to the efforts of Harry King and Gordon Hayden the village
clock is now back in working order.

a website for Hinxworth
The Council has received details from The Local Channel, an Eng-
land-wide network of community websites. On the face of it this ap-
pears to be a viable proposition. The Council is therefore investigating
further. Their only concern is that it involves advertising on the website
over which there appears to be no control. I will keep readers updated.
 car park lighting, and refurbishment funds

There has been one quotation returned to the Village Hall Manage-
ment Committee in respect of the installation of lighting for the car
parking area at the side and rear of the village hall. The Council agreed
in principle to funding the project provided that further quotations
were obtained.

It appears that the trawl for further funds for the refurbishment of
the village hall is under way. Hopefully the 55 trusts and foundations
approached will be sympathetic to the plea for funding. The Council
gives their wholehearted support to this initiative.

recreation ground
The application for funds from the Parish Challenge is still in the proc-
ess of being compiled. The installation of the new children’s seat has
been completed in the play area. The pruning of the trees and bushes
surrounding the recreation ground will be done shortly.

highways
Martin Hoffman, whilst he has been assured funding is available, has
yet to obtain sanction from Hertfordshire Highways for the position in
which the flashing signs  are to be sited. Martin was to meet Mr
Greenway from Hertfordshire Highways on site in the High Street area
on October 7th.

contact the council
If there is anything the Parish Council can take up on your behalf do
not hesitate to contact them. The next meeting will be on November
6th at 8 pm in the village hall, Hinxworth. All welcome.

Wendy Kitchener - Clerk to the Parish Council

Councillor Tony

Tony Smyth from Glebe
House, New Inn Road, has joined
Hinxworth Parish Council. It’s
not his first encounter with the
council. He was a member for 8
years in the mid 1980s. I asked
him why he wanted to go on
again? “My children have grown
up, it’s time to get involved with
the village again.”
mundane - but vital

 Much of the business is mundane
rather than glamorous, grass cut-
ting, clock winding. These things
have to be done. Martin Hoffman
approached me about joining the
council - it’s a four year stint.”

farming career
 Tony studied agriculture at Read-
ing, then worked as an agronomist
at Fison’s for three years. He was
a farm manager at Elsworth near
Cambridge for two years. Pat and
Tony spent a year in London and
travelled in Europe for six months
before moving to Glebe House in
1981. He farms Glebe Farm,
Hinxworth, and Lower Farm,
Edworth, growing wheat, beans
and oil seed rape.

politics & business
Their two sons  are away study-
ing. Jack is at Durham reading
politics while Patrick is following
a course in business management
at Nottingham. Their daughter
Tessa is in her GCSE year at
Queenswood School near
Brookman’s Park.

following Spurs
Our newest councillor Tony en-
joys sport, soccer and rugger, and
manages an occasional visit to see
Tottenham Hotspur play.

73 villagers enjoyed a magical
evening presented by the Friends
of St Nicholas Church on Octo-
ber 17th  featuring harpist
Margaret Knight. She played,
sang and enthralled her listeners
with tales of her travels and her
music. She started playing the
harp when she was 18 and her
parents gave her a small harp for
her birthday.

clarinet to harp
Prior to that she had been learn-
ing the clarinet up to Grade 3
standard. She gained a place at the
Royal Academy of Music when
she was 19. A friend told her “You
must beg borrow or steal to get
yourself to Russia for a harp mas-
ter class.” She bought a rail ticket
to St Petersburg. Her professor,
due to play at the opening con-
cert, failed to get a visa.
vodka for breakfast

It took Margaret four  hours to
walk into the city from the rail-
way station. She was given a ba-
con, eggs, cream, cheese and
vodka breakfast and told to prac-
tice as much as she could. “You
will play at the concert in place of
the professor in two days time,”

She won a scholarship to study
in Norway where she met a very
old lady, one of the last to sing
songs from the Hardanger region,
who asked Margaret if she would
arrange some of her songs, and
gave her a book of 300 of them!

Two years ago she was invited
to play in front of the Empress of
Japan, who also plays the harp.
Protocol requires that the Em-
press, who is very short, never
looks up at anyone, so conversa-
tions were conducted with eyes
downcast which must have felt
strange, to say the least.

A wonderful evening, thanks
to the Friends of St Nicholas.

 Evening raises £400



Harvest home

Following Ashwell School’s harvest festival service in St Mary’s
Church, two vehicles were needed to take the harvest gifts from Ashwell
to Meldreth Manor School for 62 children with cerebral palsy run by
the charity Scope. Josh Bowen from Newnham and Ollie England
from Caldecote helped to deliver the harvest produce.

a prayer from Edworth
 During the service ten year old Gabriella Floyd from Edworth read
out the following prayer she wrote especially for the occasion: “Let us
praise the Lord for giving us food for our days and let’s thank him for
giving us air to breathe and a life to live. We also have something to
give and that is love and happiness: two of the most important things
in life and that’s what we are giving today. So we thank God and, as
they say in the Bible, ‘The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you
all.’ Amen.”

Tiger-cub claimed
Dear Editor,
It was with great relief that I

heard that my tiger cub (known
as Tiggy) had been found. My
owners and I had searched the
garden for it, and I thought it had
been lost for ever.

I cannot imagine why Henry
and Hannah would have nothing

Caring for cars

Normond Zirnis was born in Hinxworth, in fact at 18 Francis
Road, Village Voice’s home now. His family came from Latvia. “They
moved out as the Russians moved in during the war. They went to
Poland and then ended up in this country.” His father settled near
Cambridge, met his mother, also from Latvia, got married and settled
down in Chapel Street, Hinxworth, and then moved into the bunga-
low in Francis Road when they were built in the 1950s. Normond was
born in 1956 and went to school in Ashwell, then Royston. “The
reason I went into the motor trade and why I’m still in it is I love
playing around with mechanical things. Before I took my apprentice-
ship, my father worked at Marshfields Farm in the village and I used
to tinker around with the tractors, the implements, the combine. When
I left school in 1973 I went to work for a garage in Biggleswade where
I served an apprenticeship.  I got extremely fed up with the bonus
system. They penalised those who wanted to do quality work. From
there I went to work for a little garage in Ashwell which used to be in
the High Street nearly opposite Day’s, probably one of the best moves
I ever made. There was a greater variety of cars to work on and I
gained a vast amount of knowledge in that year.”

a workshop at Dewmead
“I  asked Mr Sheldrick if he could tide me over for a little while I was
looking for another job he asked, ‘Why don’t we start up a workshop
on the farm?’ I worked for him until 1992 when I took the business
over for myself. I’d been working in the village since about 1980.”

cars more complex
Normond lives in Biggleswade with his wife Susan, and daughter Anna
aged 11. “If I’d had the opportunity to stay in the village I probably
would have done.” A mechanic’s life is more complicated now. “We’ve
got more complex mechanical components. At one time suspension
was very simple, now we end up with loads of ball joints and links.
Then you could say, ‘it’s making a noise on the near side, it must be the
balljoint’, now it could be one of six! Faults take longer to diagnose.”

Do drivers still do their own maintenance? “I think there’s more
money around so people don’t have to work on their cars. I also think
leisure has replaced tinkering around. They’d rather go out sky diving
or bungee jumping than  work on their car. Simple things like oil
changes aren’t simple anymore. Most cars now have a big plastic tray
which you have to take off before you can get to the drain plug. Eve-
rything is so much more compact. Take an oil filter off and the oil
doesn’t run straight into the bowl, it runs down the engine, over the
engine mountings, over the chassis and down your arm. The simplest
jobs are messy. It’s physically harder to work on the cars because big-
ger engines are squeezed into smaller bodies. We need more joints in
our arms. I can’t understand how manufacturers are allowed to get
away with it. There are jobs now which require you to physically hurt

to do with him. My grateful thanks for all the tender loving care given
to him by Viv Hughes.

Yours sincerely,
Jake Grimmer, Guard Dog, Hinxworth House.

PS For the sake of my ‘macho’ image I would be grateful if this matter
could be treated with discretion.

yourself in order to do them.”
quadruple heart by-pass

Nonetheless, for all that Normond feels better than he has done for  20
years. The reason: a quadruple heart by-pass operation last year when
he was off work for four months.

“Paperwork is a nightmare, it keeps piling up,” said Normond. But
he now has help two days a week from Alec, who kept the business
going last year while Normond was off sick. Normond is a member of
the Motor Vehicle Repairers’ Association and has been looking after
some customers’ cars for more than twenty years.  “Interests? A damned
good rest would be an interest!” Hinxworth Garage 01462 743037
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On the
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Church services

Computer problems?
I will try and solve any

problems, large or small. £20
per hour. Victoria Scales:
phone 01462 742505. There
will be no charge for insolu-
ble  problems.

Copy date
Please send all material, copy
and pictures, preferably by e-
mail, or to Village Voice, 18
Francis Road, Hinxworth
SG7 5HL by November  20th
for the December edition.

I am pleased to say not much has happened this last month, and
there have been very few incidents of reportable crime. I am not sure if
this is because I am starting to get to grips with this beat or maybe it’s
just good luck.

everyone can help
I am looking for everyone to help. By this I mean not leaving bags or
mobile phones etc in cars and never the keys no matter for how short
a time. Sheds need to be locked up to stop lawn mowers, hedge trim-
mers chain saws being stolen. Also another rural favourite is  the theft
of quad bikes and trailers.

Chris and Annie, community wardens
We have now two community wardens to assist me with the area that I
cover; they are Annie Penasa and Chris Brabrook. Both are very enthu-
siastic to help with the every day running of the rural department and I
think they will fit in well and be a great help to the community.

look out for careless bucks
We are coming up to the Fallow Deer rut in our area. This normally
starts at the end October and lasts for about a fortnight. This means the
bucks will be looking for groups of does and will not be paying much
attention to the green cross code. Normally they cross roads in the hours
of darkness. These bucks can weigh up to 200lbs and if struck by a car
they normally write it off. In addition there may be personal injury to
people in the vehicle and the animal normally has to be destroyed. In
Hertfordshire we have over 600 accidents a year involving deer, so please
be careful.

mobile police station
November 13th and 27th

0830 - 1100 Ashwell Post Office
1130 - 1300  The Town House, Barley
1330 - 1430  Barkway High Street

how to contact the police
My phone Number 01462 425224 (mid to long term problems) Royston

Police Phone Number 01763 249249 (if you have suffered a crime or need
Police within a couple of hours) 999 (for immediate response if you have
just suffered a crime and for Hare Coursing).

 PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

Sunday 2nd 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Thursday 6th 3.45 pm Children’s Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 9th 10 am Remembrance Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 16th 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 23rd 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

   10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 30th 10 am Advent Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday Dec 7th 10 am Patronal Festival Eucharist, Hinxworth

Croquet Cup

An exciting tournament took
place on August 24th to find a win-
ner for the Hinxworth Croquet
Cup. Thirty contestants took part,
playing in groups of four with the
winners going through to the next
round. Croquet can be quite an
aggressive game needing skilful
hand and eye coordination.

nail-biting final
The final took place between
Graham White and Richard
Legrande. Both competitors re-
mained focused throughout the
game, and by half way Graham had
taken the lead. Richard kept his
concentration, and skilfully ma-
noeuvred his ball through the
hoops. With both players now ap-
proaching the final post, it was in-
deed a nail-biting finish! Richard
then successfully knocked Graham’s
ball to the other end of the pitch.
Richard then carefully lined up his
ball with the winning post, posi-
tioned his mallet (and with a little
bit of luck), showed himself to be
the better player, and a very wor-
thy champion!
a club for Hinxworth?
At present there isn’t a croquet club
nearer than Letchworth. If you are
interested in forming one, why not
contact Graham White on 01462
742348?

Village Lunch

The puddings are labelled with
the Ashwell School logo and part
of the profits will go to Ashwell
School PTA.

The puddings cost £5.25 for a
1lb pudding, or £8.00 for a 2lb
pudding. These prices are compa-
rable with other good quality
Christmas puddings in the shops.

If you would like to order one
or more puddings please contact
the School or ring Meril Deal on
01462  742952.

Ultimate Christmas Puds
We hear that Ashwell School

PTA is again selling Christmas
puddings by the Ultimate Plum
Pudding Company.

just think
You could have used this space to advertise (free of charge) your

patent Victorian uncle frightener or auntie disintegrator rather than let
the editor fill it with some of his utter nonsense!

Hinxworth’s next Village Lunch
will be held on Friday November
7th from 12.30 pm until 2 pm in
the Village Hall. All welcome. As
usual there will be a choice of
scrumptious soups,  a roll and but-
ter, a choice of puddings and tea
or coffee, all for the outrageously
crazy price of £2 per person, £1 per
child. You’d be crazy to miss it!

acting on impulse

The next person to wind down
their car window and throw out
an aerosol of Impulse Spirit Body
Spray while hurtling towards
Edworth may need to be on their
guard. The editorial Labrador is
undergoing intensive training in
savaging litter louts. It’s bad
enough that this extremely flam-
mable product should be dumped
on our road - have you ever had a
sniff of the contents?
Meldrew


