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Is your house listed?
Most people who have houses that are listed are not aware that

English Heritage are in the process of placing a picture (and address) of
all listed buildings on their website.  Some with listed buildings may
think this is an excellent idea whilst others may think this is a gross
infringement of their privacy (and some may think that there is a po-
tential crime factor).

how to take your property off the web
English Heritage are not asking permission for this and the only way
those that wish to prevent it can do so is by contacting English Heritage
to request a pack to prevent this (telephone 0870 333 1181) or visit
English Heritage’s website at www.english-heritage.org.uk.

Get your Flu Jab now...
Ashwell Surgery  started administering influenza vaccina-

tions on Saturday 27th September.
for over 65s and others

Those over 65 are eligible together with those who have dia-
betes, asthma or any cardiovascular disease.

The modern vaccines are extremely effective, and wide-
spread use of these within the Practice has shown a large
downturn in those who have contracted influenza.

ring your surgery
Ashwell Surgery’s phone numbers are 01462 742298 and
01462 742891 (appointments).

 plans

Martin Hoffman

...and beat those winter blues!

Having recently looked at preliminary proposals for the future de-
velopment of Newnham from Nick Farr, the Caldecote and Newnham
Parish Council held an open Village Meeting on the 17th of September
2003 for further discussion, reports our planning correspondent.

30 houses, with office/retail areas
The proposals  were shown to the village in a presentation from Lawrie
Winters of Property Lande Estates. The large scale plans displayed in-
cluded approximately 30 residential properties and 2 separate office/
retail areas.  The possible location of residential properties was divided
between infilling around existing buildings, and a group of about 12
houses opposite the village hall, with 4 low cost houses on the current
playing field.

regeneration and essential services
Property Lande told Village Voice, “The brief was to prepare an inde-
pendent proposal on how a diminishing village within a conservation
area can regenerate life and a critical mass to support community in-
volvement and to endeavour to bring back essential services to the vil-
lage which has lost its school, shop, post office and is without a pub and
insufficient people to support the cost of a village hall and the church.”

By moving the village playing
field to a more central position be-
hind The Green  and by enlarging
The Green to include the old allot-
ments, the planners intended to cre-
ate a more central focus and a greater
unity between the Caldecote and
Ashwell ends of the village.

school places
There was a large turn-out. Discus-
sions, for and against the proposed
designs, carried on for 2 hours.
Some major concerns were raised,
including schooling for the addi-

possibility of providing a link road to make the Ashwell Road safer espe-
cially for the young and elderly.”

Some would like Newnham to remain untouched, whilst others wel-
come the idea of new houses  in the village, though not necessarily in
the places shown on the plans.

The meeting was arranged to give villagers an opportunity to see the
plans and to express their views, before any approach had been made
for planning permission. Development was intended to take place gradu-
ally over the next ten to thirty years. Property Lande Estates will now
consider the villagers’ views. They added. “We emphasized at the pres-
entation that initial ideas were only ‘Talking Paper’ to help generate

tional children, the roads through Newnham & the locations of some of
the planned buildings.

making Ashwell Road safer for all
Property Lande said, “We were also asked by the villagers to explore the

(continued on page 2 columns 3 - 4)
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Brilliant Bletchley

Hinxworth & Edworth W I

 Having cleverly organised this year’s village outing to take place
on my birthday, it was a pleasure to spend it with so many friends!

Sylvia riveted!
If you missed this day out then shame on you, you missed a most
amazing and informative guided tour of this facility which still houses
one of the original Enigma machines. Now I have to confess I’m not a
history buff, and perhaps I was looking forward more to the garden
centre visit first (excellent - Frost’s at Woburn Sands!) and the potential
for shopping in Buckingham afterwards, but even I was riveted!

storytelling guide
 We had a most excellent guide who really knew his stuff and had an
interesting personal view on it all. The individual anecdotes he told
brought the whole place and those exciting times completely to life. It
was a pleasure to see someone so enthused about their subject and I
know I speak for all who went when I say it was fascinating.

Thank you to all who supported the trip and please  send any
suggestions for next year to me please.

 Sylvia Scales.

Deceiving the eye at the WI
After the outing in August to Bletchley Park our meeting in Sep-

tember continued a mysterious theme.    This time the speaker, Mr.
Bill Wittering, showed pictures intended to deceive and puzzle the
eye.    Artists have always been interested in illusion and the longer we
looked at each painting the more fascinating it became.    Vases ap-
peared as profiles, perspectives were altered, geometric designs appeared
to change as we looked.    It was a very interesting evening, especially
for those of us in the Art Society who struggle with our paintings
every week! Next month, on Thursday 9th October The Rev. Judi
Clarke will talk and illustrate her Missionary work in Africa.

WI Tea Party – come and join us to celebrate WI Day on 21st
October at 3 pm in Hinxworth Village Hall.   If you are a member
already, bring a friend.    If you live in Ashwell or Newnham we shall
be extra pleased to see you!

Thrift Shop thrives

Jo Mills and Mo Noble  modelling Thrift Shop hats
If you haven’t bumped into Ashwell’s Thrift Shop yet, you might

be surprised. It’s been running since 1970, started by Barbara Godsman
of Ashwell. Judy King was also a founder member and is still involved.
Some of the original team felt they had done their share and for a
while in 2000 it looked as if the Thrift Shop would close. But others
came forward to re-open it after a three month break.

The principle is simplicity itself. The shop provides a chance to
buy and sell all types of men’s, women’s and children’s clothing, foot-
wear, bags etc and small household items.  When I visited the Thrift
Shop, there was a bargain rucksack with frame for a fiver, light fit-
tings, and more clothes than I could shake a stick at. 60% of the
selling price goes to the seller and 40% is given to local charities.

£2000 for local charities
Stephanie Fathers from Ashwell is the Thrift Shop organizer. She told
me, “We take anything that is in reasonable or good condition. Some-
times the items are new, or  unwanted. We price the items and they
stay in the shop for six weeks at full price, then two weeks at half price
and after that, if still unsold, they are given to charity.” How much
money is raised for charity? “We’ve just made out cheques for around
£2,000 in total, for Ashwell School, the  village playgroup, the Garden
House Hospice, and  Choice Pregnancy Counselling in Letchworth.

help needed
How did Stephanie become involved in the Thrift Shop? “I was a very
regular customer, I was in here every week. Some years ago the Treas-
urer was retiring and they asked anyone who came through the door if
they would do the job and I said that I would. We need about seven or
eight people to run the Thrift Shop every week and in a good week we
take just over a hundred pounds. It would be good to have some people
we could call on in advance to come and ‘temp’ for one or other of us
on a Monday if one of us is on holiday or taken ill. It’s not too onerous.
We are open from 2pm until 5 pm on Monday afternoons in Ashwell
Village Hall.” If you could help, contact Stephanie on 01462 743272.
“If you help, you get first pick of the bargains.” Sounds good to me!

discussion. Nothing was fixed. The villagers are custodians of the vil-
lage and they know much more about their village than we do at
Property Lande Architecture.  We are on a learning curve and we will
listen very carefully to the inhabitants. If residents want to know more,
we can be contacted on 01707 375373, or  email us at
info@propertylandearchitecture.com

 plans
(continued from page 1)

pantomime invitation
Ashwell Junior Church invite

children up to 12 years old to join
them at the Queen Mother Thea-
tre, Hitchin, on Sunday Decem-
ber 21st at 2.30 pm to see
“Aladdin”. Cost £7 adults, £5 chil-
dren. Ring Jenny Purchon on
743228 by October 6th.

Jonathan Christy
As we went to press, we

learned of the death of Jonathan
Christy in Scotland at the age of
52. He lived in Hinxworth until
he was 12 and wanted to be bur-
ied here. His funeral was at St
Nicholas Church on September
25th. May he rest in peace.

Annette Forbes



Race Night raises £1003....
The Three Horseshoes char-

ity race night on September 7th
in aid of The Wishes and Dreams
Trust raised £1003 for the char-
ity which makes dreams come
true for terminally ill children. It
was a great night out and Geoff
said “My thanks to everyone who
came to make it an enjoyable as
well as a successful evening.” Vil-
lage Voice spoke to Geoff as he
prepared to go on holiday to Tur-
key. “There’s no connection be-
tween these two news items, hon-
est,” said Geoff.

...and two 7 year olds do their bit too.

When Sophie Knight and Chloe Crocker, both 7 and from
Hinxworth, heard about Geoff ’s charity race night for children they
decided to raise money to help. They came up with the idea of run-
ning a “beauty salon” and charging friends and neighbours for a vari-
ety of beauty treatments including massage, nail polish, hair colour-
ing (temporary!) and make up. They had a wonderful time doing it,
clients discovered aspects of their personality and appearance they had
never imagined in their wildest dreams.  Sophie and Chloe would like
to thank everyone who took part, either as a client or helper. In total
they raised £34.40 which was duly presented to Geoff to send on to
the Wishes and Dreams Trust.

Sixty five villagers from Hinxworth and around sat down to a deli-
cious Harvest Supper in Hinxworth Village Hall on Saturday Septem-
ber 20th. Andy Hartree, ably assisted by Tom, took us through the
annual auction of items as varied as Brenda’s  fabulous blackberry
whisky, vouchers for Thorn’s Farm amazing asparagus and for a bronze
turkey from Farrowby Farm, innumerable baskets of fruit, vegetables,
some with bottles of wine (not literally) thrown in. The highest bid
secured dinner for four at the Three Horseshoes. The auction beat
last year’s sum with a total of £527.50. Sylvia Scales received the Philip
King Memorial Trophy for the tallest sunflower. A raffle for Gerry
Keep’s cake made £97 and the evening raised £978.58 for St Nicholas
Church. Thanks to all concerned for a very enjoyable evening.

Archery News
In our first year of entering the

Hertfordshire Summer League,
Hinxworth Archery Club finished
in a creditable 3rd position with
wins over Abbey Bowmen of
St.Albans, Howard Bowmen of
Welwyn and Stortford A.C. of
Bishops Stortford, all much larger
clubs than Hinxworth.
dangers of  football

Matches lost were two home
matches against Hertford and
Green Dragon of Knebworth.
Both occasions were only marred
by local teenagers deciding to hold
impromptu football matches on
the field whilst the archery fixtures
were in progress. Any future ar-
chery league matches held in
Hinxworth will need to prohibit
ball games being played at the
same time as they not only
break the archer’s concentration,
but also put our safety precautions
at risk.

Club 3rd in league

Tony Lloyd prays for a winner

 

T h e
S c a l e s
family of
Fr a n c i s
R o a d
won the
a n n u a l
s u n -
f l o w e r
competi-
tion with
a sun-
f l o w e r
with a
height of
2.75 me-
tres, so
all the
watering
w a s
w o r t h -
w h i l e
( b u t

Sunflower win

don’t tell the water board!) So
here’s a picture of it in all its splen-
dour. The award was made at the
Village Harvest Supper

 

Ashwell Kids’ Club
A new after-school and holiday club opened at the beginning of

September to coincide with the start of the 2003 academic year.  Es-
tablished by two working mothers, Ashwell Kids’ Club can cater for
up to 24 school children aged between 3 to 11 years.

The Club was successful in its bid for New Opportunities Fund
funding and will receive more than £12000 to finance its first year;
thereafter it will have to be financially viable in its own right to con-
tinue to operate.

Based at the Village Hall, the Club uses a walking bus to escort the
children from the school each day.  Children from all the surrounding
villages are welcome whether they attend Ashwell School or not.

“The Club has provided a much needed resource to the local com-
munity” said the Club’s chair Wendy Hepburn.

For further information, please contact Wendy Hepburn on 07967
462462 or email Ashwell.Club@xaar.co.ukDavid Osmond

Harvest Supper
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On the
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Church services
Sunday 5th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Thursday 9th 3.45 pm Children’s Service, St Nicholas,Hinxworth
Sunday 12th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 19th 10 am  Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 26th 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
                 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday Nov 2nd 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Village Lunch
Hinxworth’s Village Lunch will

be held on Friday October 3rd at
1230 pm in the Village Hall. Bar-
gain soup hunters welcome from
surrounding villages. Bring your
family and friends too. For readers
who may be unaware of the fan-
tastic bargain represented by this
lunch, £2 will buy you a choice
from four brilliant home-made
soups,  with a roll and butter, a
choice of pudding and coffee or
tea. Who said there’s no such thing
as a nearly free lunch?

I have been told I am going to get a community warden to assist me
for the area that I cover. I have been impressed with some of the com-
ments made about them in other areas where they have been working
since the beginning of the year. When I know who it will be I will let
you all know.

DNA helps to fight crime
As a wildlife officer I receive information about wildlife offences that
have taken place in other police forces. I believe the following will show
you how fast DNA is becoming a useful tool in our arsenal against
crime. A rural policeman received a call from a local farmer saying that
he had found a badger sett dug up on his land and there was a dead
badger near-by. The police attended and found an empty drink tin at
the scene. The tin was sent to a forensic department and a DNA match
from it that indicated a male who had been dealt with for shoplifting a
year earlier. The policeman went and found him, and he ended up in
court and was convicted of the offence. A good result.

car criminals
As an ex-traffic P.C. I am always interested in people committing

traffic type offences. When I was on the traffic department the first
thing I would look at on a car was the tax disc. Many people who use
motor vehicles without road tax are usually driving without insurance
and a current MOT. Also they might be disqualified from driving (a
very serious offence now -  if a person is disqualified it makes their
insurance invalid). Another offence that the courts treat very seriously
is excess alcohol. Many of the fatal/serious road traffic accidents I have
dealt with in the past involved alcohol somewhere along the line. If you
have concerns of this nature or any other please let me know. All calls
are treated in confidence.

Mobile Police Station
Ashwell Post Office 0830 - 1100 October 9th and 23rd
Barley, The Town House 1130 - 1300 October 9th and 23rd
Barkway High Street 1330 - 1430 October 9th and 23rd

contact details
My phone Number 01462 425224 (mid to long term problems)
Royston Police Phone Number 01763 249249 (if you have suffered a

crime or need Police within a couple of hours)
999 (for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and for

Hare coursing)
 My email address is paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk

Armistice Day
On Tuesday November 11th at

8 pm in Hinxworth Village Hall,
Reggie Fair will give another of his
illustrated talks on the Great War
1914-18. This one is entitled, “A
Gunner’s Point of View”. It is the
story of Philip Dodgson, a young
officer in the Royal Artillery whose
family knew Reggie’s family. There
will be a charge and profits will go
to the Village Hall Refurbishment
Fund. Further details soon.

Computer problems?
I will try and solve any

problems, large or small. £20
per hour. Victoria Scales:
phone 01462 742505. There
will be no charge for insolu-
ble  problems.

 Cleaner wanted for
Hinxworth Village Hall, 1-2 hours
per week, £5 per hour. Please
phone Sylvia Scales for info
742505 - may suit retired person
with the odd hour to spare!!
 

Keep it clean!!
Without a cleaner for

Hinxworth Village Hall at the mo-
ment the VHMC would be very
grateful if all hirers would please
ensure that the hall is left in the
kind of state they would like to
find it in. This is part of the hire
agreement and any deficiencies
need to be reported to me.
Thanks.

Sylvia Scales
 

Cleaner wanted

PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

 
 

 As I was walking through St.
Nicholas churchyard a little while
ago, I came across a very damp,
bedraggled tiger cub.

It looked very sad and afraid so
drastic action was required. I took
it home to Bury End where it was
given a disdainful sniff by Henry
and Hannah who refused to have
anything more to do with it.

However, after a bath and a  bit
of a grooming, Tiger-cub now looks
much more presentable, and hope-
fully, through the pages of Village
Voice, can soon be reunited with
its rightful owner.

house-trained
Tiger-cub,  is about 12 inches long,
orange with black stripes, with a
short white ruff and beady
eyes. Very well behaved and house-
trained,   it is obviously some little
one’s well loved pet.  Please ring
Patrick Forbes on 01462 742015 if
you know who it may belong to. 

Viv Hughes

Tiger cub found

Copy date
Please send all material, copy
and pictures, preferably by e-
mail, or to Village Voice, 18
Francis Road, Hinxworth
SG7 5HL by October 20th
for the November  edition.

Help the editor!
Stricken in years, and facing yet

more senior moments, the editor
would welcome a few hours unpaid
help each month with  Village
Voice. You will enjoy learning
Pagemaker, layout, digital photog-
raphy, and if all goes well, an im-
mense satisfaction from taking this
young two year old (Village Voice
- not the editor) further into the
21st century. Offers of help to
Patrick Forbes 01462 742015


