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Ashwell Book Weekends have proved a great success - thousands of
books have been donated and sold in previous years. This year’s book
weekend, the fourth, will again be in aid of St Mary’s Church Restora-
tion Appeal. Stocks of books are already building up, but more are
needed. If you have books you have read, or need to clear your shelves
for new ones, please bring them to the Parish Room in Swan Street on
Sunday afternoons in September or on Thursday October 2nd or Fri-
day October 3rd. Further details from John Pryke on 01462 742595.

Ashwell Book Weekend
October 4th-5th 11 am - 6 pm, Parish Room,

Swan Street Ashwell

Hinxworth Harvest Supper

Ring out,wild bells!

A night at the races
A cracking night out will be

held at the Three Horseshoes,
Hinxworth on Sunday September
7th in aid of The Wishes and
Dreams Trust. Horses and jockeys
are on sale at the pub now for just
£2. There will be a free quiz, prizes
for each winning owner and jockey,
betting on the Tote and a prize for
the winning quiz team.

The evening begins at 7.45 and Geoff Fiddler is looking forward to
a good crowd ready to enjoy themselves and raise a three figure sum for
terminally ill children whose wishes and dreams are fulfilled by the
Trust. “Anyone would be touched by these children who’d love to go to
places such as Disneyland. We can help them on their way,” said Geoff.
“We’ve been involved with causes like this before. We’re looking to get
a good crowd in, at least forty.” Why not double that number and raise
a hefty sum for The Wishes and Dreams Trust? Village Voice’s horse is
called Lazy Bones. It may still be running on Christmas Day!

Plans are in place to train sufficient new bellringers to enable the
New Year to be rung in at both St Nicholas, Hinxworth, and St Mary’s,
Ashwell. “We’re starting a fast track ringing course in September with
sessions on Saturdays, September 13th, 20th and 27th,” said Verity
Jeffery, Tower Secretary at St Mary’s. On those days there will be morn-
ing or afternoon sessions at Hinxworth. Newcomers to ringing will be
able to practice ringing on Wednesday evenings from October 1st at
Hinxworth. There will also be optional practice evenings at Ashwell on
Thursdays from October16th.

Hinxworth was chosen for the
training sessions because the bells
there are lighter than those at St
Mary’s Ashwell. Traditionally, ring-
ing skills can take months to de-
velop but, with intensive training
and support, beginners should be
able to ring confidently after three
Saturday sessions. Although the
best age for learning to ring is 20
to 30, many start as teenagers and
ring into their seventies. Paul Watler, tower captain at Hinxworth, wel-
comes the new course. “All are welcome at Hinxworth, newcomers and
competent ringers. We enjoy our Wednesday evening practice between
8 and 9 followed by the optional drink in the Three Horseshoes,” said
Paul. “Church bells are looked on by many as the voice of the church,
not only calling people to services, but reminding those who seldom
see the inside of its existence.” If you are interested in the course and
would like more information, contact Mark Lloyd on 01462 742227 or
Verity Jeffery on 01462 742752.

Hinxworth’s Harvest Supper will be held on Saturday September
20th at 7  for 7.30 pm in Hinxworth Village Hall. The meal will be a
two course hot supper. Soft drinks available. Bring your own wine or
beer. There will be a grand auction and a raffle. Tickets £7.50 adults,
£3.50 children, available from Yvonne Tookey on 01462 742439 or
Janet Fair on 01462 743137. Offers of objects for auction to either of
these ladies.



Ben’s ride raises £160

Ben Crocker raised £160 for Breakthrough for Breast Cancer when
he cycled  56 miles from Waltham Abbey to Cambridge on Sunday
July 20th.  Ben and his Dad Jamie set out from Hinxworth by car at
about 7.30 am and started cycling at around 9.30. They were both
interviewed on BBC Radio Cambridgeshire’s breakfast show about a
quarter an hour after the start. “We stopped at Elmden for bananas
and drinks and arrived in Cambridge  at 2.20 pm,” said Jamie. Ben is
ten years old and has been cycling since he was 4. “He first rode  from
London to Cambridge when he was 8.”

Hinxworth Parish Council
The meeting on August 7 was held on the village recreation ground

benches due to a double booking of the village hall but there were still
no parishioners present. The Parish Council is still looking to co-opt
on to the Council to make up the quota of five Councillors. Anyone
interested, please contact Wendy Kitchener on 01767 313766.

concern at lottery rebuff
It is with concern and dismay that the Council heard of the application
for Lottery funding for the extension of the Village Hall being turned
down. Victor Garling represents the Parish Council on the Village Hall
Committee and this will be discussed at the next Village Hall Manage-
ment Committee meeting.

The application form for funds from the Parish Challenge has now
been received. Harry King in his capacity as Chairman of the Council
is to prepare the application and raise any safety issues. He will also
oversee the work required to one of the swings and the slide in the
children’s play area.

The trees and bushes in the wood at the side of the Recreation
Ground need to be lopped or pruned. Advice will be requested from
the County Council.

‘get things moving’
After his successful lobbying of District and County Councillors for
the installation of Speedsigns, and obtaining £2000 for the project,
Martin Hoffman has written to Michael Moralee to ‘get things mov-
ing’. He was also concerned that the recent traffic census in the Village
may well have given incorrect readings as it was taken in an area where
speeding does not occur to a great extent due to the parked vehicles in
the middle of the High Street. The Council is still awaiting the date
when works to the flooding area in Francis Road will take place. A
reply is awaited from Michael Moralee.

Bury End Pond progress
The Land Registry has requested news of progress on Bury End Pond
and the legal position. Simon Marlow has details of the local people
who have offered to produce signed statements on their recollection of
Bury End Pond over the years.

The next meeting will be on Thursday 4th September 2003 in
Hinxworth Village Hall at 8 pm.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Council.

“I learned about Breakthrough
for Breast Cancer from one of
Dad’s magazines,” said Ben. “I felt
tired at the end of the ride.”
another charity ride

“Two weeks later, I rode from
Woodbridge to Dunwich and
back again, about 60 miles in all.
It was for children with leukae-
mia and I think I raised about £90.
It took about five hours. It was
very hot and we had to keep stop-
ping for drinks. I ride a lot even
during term time. After school I
go for rides with my friends after school and then ride at weekends too.

fun and fitness
 “The best thing about riding a bike is that it’s fun and it gets you fit.
You feel proud when you’ve done a long ride.” Ben’s mum, Debbie,
said that she felt very proud of Ben. “I gave his legs a massage when he
got home as they were aching slightly.” Things must be looking up for
cyclists. My mum never gave me a massage when I cycled from the Isle
of Wight to London one rainy day and night many many years ago.
Congratulations, Ben, on completing the rides and raising so much for
good causes!

Hinxworth Village Supper
This will be held on Saturday November 15th 7.30 for 8 pm.

Wild West theme for Thanksgiving. Entertainment needed - please
contact Sylvia Scales on 01462 742505. More details, indeed a posi-
tive riot of helpful information, are promised for the next Village
Voice. Meantime, why not book the date and start making up a party?

Travels with my Harp
Have you bought your tickets

for this extraordinary evening on
Friday October 17th at 7.30 pm
in St Nicholas Church,
Hinxworth? They cost just £10,
terrific value, including a glass of
wine or soft drink. World famous
harpist Margaret Knight will play
and sing her hugely entertaining
selection of music, interspersed
with anecdotes of her travels
around the world with her harp
as constant companion. Tickets
for the evening, presented by the
Friends of St Nicholas Church,
are available from Gordon
Hayden, 01462 742554, Jean
Brown  01462 742557.

Copy date
Please send all material, copy and
pictures, preferably by e-mail, or to
Village Voice, 18 Francis Road,
Hinxworth SG7 5HL by Septem-
ber 20th for the October  edition.

Sunflower measured

The editorial sunflower sur-
vived a slug attack, was splinted,
and grew to over 2.5 metres. How
did yours do?



Reader Allan

If you haven’t already - meet Allan Budgen, since March a Reader
in the United Benefice. Allan and Margaret Budgen moved to Ashwell
in 1981 from Pinner in Middlesex. A dental technician, Allan had
worked in marketing. He was asked by the then Rector of Ashwell,
John Mullett, to be a server. “I had a go at it when Patrick Bright was
Rector and took much more interest in it. The present Rector Jacquie
Birdseye asked two of us if we would train as Readers. I thought I was
mature enough at 67 to try.

demanding training
The training involved attending lectures, seminars and training week-
ends, completing 14 assignments. There were opportunities to work in
other churches too. “I preached the same sermon to four different con-
gregations in the Blunham and Tempsford parishes. It was good to
work at modifying what I said as I went along.”

70th birthday commission
Allan was commissioned and admitted as Reader on his 70th birthday,
March 1st, at a service in Boxmoor, Hemel Hempstead on March 1st.
“Readers lead worship, non-eucharistic services. They preach, visit pa-
rishioners and do other pastoral work  providing support and back-up
for the clergy.” Allan will be involved in Hinxworth at the Family Serv-
ice on the third Sunday each month.

getting closer to people
Allan is married to Margaret, a scientist with a special interest in nutri-
tion. They have two daughters Alexandra and Lynsey. Allan enjoys pho-
tography but added “life is my hobby. I really enjoy walking down the
hill to buy my paper. I meet so many people and talk to them. If they
haven’t problems they perhaps know someone who has - that’s my min-
istry. The best thing about being a Reader is getting closer to people.”

Allan with the Bishop of Hertford, Christopher Foster

Hinxworth bears
head for India

 These teddy bears are flying off to India later this month.  They
have been knitted by various ladies including some Hinxworth resi-
dents.  The colourful teddies are destined for a Childrens’ Cancer
Hospital where each child is given a teddy of their own which they
can take home.  As most of the children have never received a gift
before, these teddies will be treasured and loved.

more teddy bears needed
As this is an ongoing project, teddies are always needed and so are
volunteers to knit them.  More details and patterns available from me
at  5 Francis Road, Hinxworth. Tel: 01462 742858.

Betty Thorn

 
Ashwell and Hinxworth Teddy Bears enjoyed a great picnic on July

9th at the Rectory Gardens, Ashwell, reports our bear correspondent.
It was such a hot afternoon that the teddies thought they might

get sun burnt and so they had to move into the shade of the trees with
their owners, parents and grandparents.

magic Mr Coffee
They thought the treasure hunt and smarties made a good start to the
afternoon and it just got better with the pass-the-parcel and singsong
and “Mr. Coffee” was just ‘magic’.  The ice lollies and take home bal-
loons went down well too.  The teddies do enjoy a good picnic. So, it
seems, do their owners and guardians.

Bears enjoy picnic

Hinxworth & Edworth WI
Our August outing to Bletchley will remain an enigma until next

month as Village Voice went to press before the trip took place.
Don’t miss next month’s meeting on September 11th in Hinxworth

Village Hall at 7.45 pm when Mr Bill Wittering will talk about “Illu-
sion in Art”. If you have never been to a meeting of the WI, you have
been missing several treats. Come and find out what we get up to and
you will be made very welcome indeed.

Annette Forbes



Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd, 01462-742015, e-mail:patrickforbes@waitrose.com

On the
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Church services
Sunday 7th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Thursday 11th 3.45 pm Children’s Service, St Nicholas,Hinxworth
Sunday 14th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 21st 10 am  Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 28th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

              6.30 pm Choral Evensong, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday Oct 5th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

On the 2nd August in Hinxworth we had an attempted trailer theft,
the offenders were using a white van that had been stolen from Cam-
bridgeshire (no doubt the driver had left the keys in it).

violent criminal put away for 10 years
 We have just had one of our most violent criminals jailed for 10 years
for an attempted murder. He is someone that I have known for almost
all my Police service and it is good to see him off our streets. Each time
I dealt with him I was always a little concerned he was going to start
fighting. He took a knife to one of his acquaintances and stabbed him
in the shoulder; the blade went in about 10 inches and narrowly missed
any vital organs. I spoke to the Doctor who dealt with the injured party
and he was amazed how the knife had gone in so far and had not killed
the poor chap. These sorts of things are normally drug or domestic
related and are very unusual in the normal course of life.

speed humps not radar guns
A lot of my time is spent taking complaints about speeding vehicles.
Each time I receive a complaint of speeding I normally attend the loca-
tion and assess the situation. As I am ex traffic department I am quali-
fied in all methods of speed detection. I transferred from a shift P.C. to
the traffic department in the beginning of 1988. Fifteen years later when
I left I was still standing on the same roads (looking a little fatter and
with not so much hair dealing with people for speeding). So my experi-
ence tells me that short term, me with the radar gun may have a slight
effect but long term it has none.

The only successful long term way to stop people speeding is by
changing the shape of our roads i.e. speed humps.  Representation
should be made to your parish council. I know that some people will
not accept speed humps and if that is the case you will always have
speeding cars.

advice for gun owners.
Last year we suffered a number of thefts of shotguns that had been left
in cars. The normal situation is that members of a shooting party go
into a local pub for a drink after the shoot and leave their guns in their
motor vehicles. When they come out they find that their car has been
broken into and the weapon stolen.

To leave a firearm unattended in a motor vehicle is no longer ac-
ceptable. If you do and it gets stolen you will loose your shotgun/fire-
arms licence.

I have firearms and I never leave them in my car, mainly for two
reasons. 1) I do not want them to be stolen, as there would be a great
problem in replacing them. 2) I do not wish to go to an alarm late one
night and have some charming chap sticking a gun up my nose (espe-
cially after moderating the length of the barrels). So please let’s not
have any more thefts of this nature.

tell me about strangers
We have had a few strange people about this month, can I say thank you
to all the people that contacted the Police and told us these characters
were about. It is only with your ears and eyes that I am able do my job.

We are getting good information submitted, please do not think that
what you see is of no use, let me be the judge of that. All information is
treated in strict confidence. When I get to know you it will always be
easier for me to contact you  as things sometimes happen that you may
not notice but could be of interest to us.

Mobile Police Station
September 11th: Ashwell Post Office 0830 to 1100

        The Town House, Barley 1130 to 1300
        High Street, Barkway 1330 to 1430

Not all crimes that have occurred appear on this newsletter as it is
always up to the injured party if they wish them to be published.

 My phone Number is 0146 2425224 for mid to long term prob-
lems. Royston Police phone number  is 01763 249249 if you have
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. Ring 999 for
immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and for Hare
Coursing.

PC 431 Paul Marina. N Herts Rural Community Team.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk(continued in columns 3 & 4)

(continued from columns 1 & 2)

Hinxworth and Edworth Vil-
lage Hall has a new booking clerk.
Please contact Sylvia Scales 742505
for any information regarding
booking the hall or hiring of equip-
ment - a full list is available.
 

Sylvia is hall booker

World Alzheimer’s Day - September 21
World Alzheimer’s Day is a day on which Alzheimer associations

concentrate their efforts on raising awareness about dementia. It might
surprise you, but there are an estimated 18 million people around the
world who currently have dementia.

Each year a special theme is selected for which Alzheimer’s Disease
International prepares and distributes promotional materials to our
member Alzheimer associations, other organisations and individuals
around the world. Getting people to campaign collectively on a unify-
ing theme in their country is the most effective way of bringing de-
mentia to the global attention of governments, opinion leaders, medi-
cal professionals, people with dementia and their carers.

This year’s campaign focuses on the importance of forming a good
partnership between the doctor, people with dementia and carers in
order to get the best care possible for a person with dementia. Research
has shown that people who prepare for their visit to the doctor receive
a higher quality of health care than those who do not come prepared.

For more details: Alzheimer’s Society, Gordon House
10 Greencoat Place,London SW1P 1PH United Kingdom Tel: 020
7306 0606Fax: 020 7306 0808

Email: enquiries@alzheimers.org.uk Web: www.alzheimers.org.uk

Village Lunch
Hinxworth’s Village Lunch will

be held on Friday September 5th
at 1230 pm in the Village Hall.
Come and enjoy a  choice of soups,
to say nothing of the unrivalled
conversation. At £2 it’s a bargain!


