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Stand and deliver
You probably all received the latest letter from

the Royal Mail telling us of their new “improved”
service. Reduction to one delivery a day with un-
specified delivery and collection times. Not of course
that we country cousins have had 2 deliveries a day
for years.

no consultation
All of this with little or no consultation with the cus-
tomers. One wonders if we aren’t heading for the situ-

Ed Thorn

“Additional
collections will
be made as
required” Yes,
but when?

Newnham frogs rescued

Newnham Frogging, the annual
rescue mission, began last month.
Newnham Frogs, it  seems,  know
little about road safety and need re-
locating safely in Newnham Moat.
Our picture by Tracy Bowen shows
Adam Craig, Oliver England, Ben
Bowen, Josh Bowen and Ashleigh
with some of the 200 or so frogs
rescued in just one evening. frogs patiently waiting in a bucket

Mark makes it to the top

Mark Jarman from Christy’s Yard, Hinxworth, successfully climbed
to the  summit of Kilimanjaro to raise money for Keech Cottage Chil-
dren’s Hospice. The climb began on February 29. “We reached the sum-
mit at 8.30 am on March 4th,” said Mark. “Out of 12 who set out, eight
of us made it to the top. I hope to have raised around £1600. Originally
I thought it was a daft idea but Michelle said, ‘Why not?’ and I thought
why not and from there the idea grew and turned into a very good idea.”

digging deep for inner strength
 “The best thing about the climb was finding the inner strength to get to
the top, walking through the night, intense cold, half the oxygen you’d
have at sea level. It required a huge amount of effort and energy. Several
times it felt like an impossible task and I had to dig deep within myself to
find the energy and determination I needed. I’d recommend it, it’s a fabu-
lous experience.” Anyone who would like to contribute to the amount
raised can contact Mark on 01462 743453. A pity Village Voice couldn’t
have funded an accompanying reporter/photographer. Next time...maybe.
Congratulations to Mark on his epic climb.

ation seen in other countries where we will have to collect
our own mail from “conveniently” situated mail-boxes.

pressure group
It might be worth starting a pressure group among the
local villages to ensure there is no further erosion of our
mail services

All at Village Voice wish you a very happy Easter.



Hinxworth and Edworth WI
You may think “Funny Ladies” would be a good description of peo-

ple who belong to the WI but on this occasion – the March meeting –
it was the title of a talk by Janet Naylor who has much experience in
dramatic performance!    She gave us some well-known songs and mono-
logues by Gracie Fields, Joyce Grenfell and Nellie Wallace and recalled
anecdotes about their lives.    It was a most entertaining evening.

I do not know anything about our next meeting, on 8th April, ex-
cept that it is Members Evening and the committee will no doubt be
surprised and delighted by whatever is planned!
Annette Forbes

Jacqui Dankworth tops Ashwell Music Festival
Rising jazz star Jacqui Dankworth, daughter of Cleo Laine and John,

is to appear in the 51st Ashwell Music Festival. This takes place in St
Mary’s, Church from 22nd to 30th May.The programme is as follows:

 Saturday 22 May 7.30 pm Music from the Big Band Era -  Cam-
bridge Orchestra Big Band

Sunday 23 May 7.30 pm Classical concert by The Guildhall Strings
    Tuesday 25 May 7.30 pm Young Musicians from Ashwell Primary
School and The Knights Templar School followed by Compline sung
by the men of St  Mary’s Choir

Thursday 27 May 7.30 pm Golden Moments of Opera by Hatstand
Opera Ltd, followed by Compline sung  by the men of St Mary’s Choir

Saturday 29 May 7.30 pm Jacqui Dankworth and her musicians
Sunday 30 May 6.30 pm Festival Evensong Music by Viadana,

Bairstow Campbell and Ireland. Preacher: The Revd Kevin Goss (All
Saints Hockerill)By tradition concerts are free and audiences are asked
to give generously to a retiring collection to offset costs.Entrance is by
ticket. These can be obtained by sending a stamped addressed envelope
to Mrs J Gates, Laneside. Green Lane, Ashwell, SG7 5PW

Fashion Show makes £250

Ashwell School children put on
their glad rags for a fashion show
on March 16th and raised £250
for school funds. The fashion show
was organised by the PTA, one of
a number of fund raising events
throughout the year.Picture above
taken  by Tracy Bowen, and to the
right by Lucy Lord.

Men of iron?

He’s never used an iron in his life,” said Sharon. “I was in the army,”
said Geoff , as if that was some excuse. To be fair, the editor never
ironed anything much since he was at sea in the Merchant Navy. “I
found the ironing board, carefully placed from port to starboard on the
deck of a rolling ship, took most of the effort out of the job,” he said. It may
be that there is a  minority of men among our readers who do any ironing
at all. To remedy this, Village Voice and The Three Horseshoes have joined
forces to inaugurate the Hinxworth Gentlemen’s Ironing Society. We have
secured the services of a competent ironing tutor and our inaugural meeting
will be in the Three Horseshoes on St George’s Day, Friday April 23rd at
8pm. All students welcome, membership is free, and we may be signalling
the end of iron based slavery among members of the fairer sex. See you
there. Irons will be provided.

As villagers may be aware, there is a village domain registered:
www.hinxworth.com We are currently trying to place information on
the site.  The appeal is for anything you think can be added to the site: 
pictures you may have of the village; factual information on buildings
like the church. We would really like a history of the village, a piece on
the church, village events etc. If you belong to a club, we would like
pieces on the club, where it’s held, who might be interested, pictures
possibly? Currently you will be able to find a piece about the Village
Voice,  and  one or two back issues are available to download from the
site. It would be very helpful if any information was pretyped and saved
as a text document.  But if not we will happily type up the information.
Thank you. Victoria Scales, 12 Francis Road. hinxworth@v-s-f.co.uk

Village website appeal

Book Day goes to their heads

Ashwell School marked World Book Day in March by asking chil-
dren to come to school dressed as their favourite characters from
books.Every child had £1 token from the Government to help buy a
book. In Lucy Lord’s picture are Sophie Knight - Titchy Witch,
Ryan Bates - Werewolf, Martha Hare - Heidi, and Rosie Lord -Cat in
the Hat. On the right Corinne Butterworth reads  from “The Large
Family” to Matthew Biggs, Anna Dawson and Jake Northern.

Radio Days and TV Times
An hilarious  mix of Dance, Musicals, Pop, Stand Up Comedy and

Sketches. Newnham Village  Hall  Wednesday April 7th 7.30pm. Adults
£10, Children £5. Call Val on 01462 743161.



Hinxworth Parish Council
The March  meeting took place in the Village Hall on 4th March.
Village Hall. Lighting:- David Osmond attended the meeting on

behalf of the Village Hall Management Committee to try to resolve the
lack of progress on the car park lighting. He has the names of a number
of volunteers for the project who have approached him. The  Parish
Council has also been contacted by volunteers since our appeal in the
Village Voice last month. Many thanks to Anthony Dawson, the Watler
family from Hinxworth and Mick Bray from Edworth.  Harry King
will manage the installation and it is envisaged the work will be com-
pleted by the Annual Parish Meeting on 29 April.

Planning. There were no Planning issues.
Recreation Ground. The Council is awaiting additional quotes for

the grass cutting. These will be evaluated at the next meeting.
Highways. Speedsigns:- The Parish Council received a letter from

Paul Hazley detailing the criteria for the siting of Vehicle Activated
Speedsigns. This is a 100 metres line of vision either way of its position.
The present siting is the best place for reversing the sign. The proposal
is to have the sign facing Edworth in the first instance.

Highway Maintenance:- The programmes issued on a monthly ba-
sis by Hertfordshire Highways have repeatedly shown a slippage in the
timetable for the work to Chapel Street and Francis Road. It is now a
year behind schedule. Paul Hazley, Hertfordshire Highways, is to be
notified to provide a definitive date for the work to be completed. Andrew
Young is to contact Hertfordshire Highways on Hinxworth’s behalf.

Over the Bedfordshire border from the Dunton Road via Edworth
into Hinxworth the road is potholed, broken, rutted and in a very poor
condition. Hinxworth residents use this road on a regular basis, now
more so than in the past, since the Langford Bridge has been constructed.
It is their only route to the Village. Bedfordshire County Council are to
be notified of the condition of the road and the Parish Council requires
to know when this will be rectified.

Highways Fault Reporting:- Can everyone please note the following
web site, www.hertsdirect.org./highwayfaults  and telephone number
for the Customer Service Centre 01438-738320 or 01923 471320. If
you see anything you feel requires reporting I am told there is a two-
hour response time for Hertfordshire Highways attending the fault.

Bury End:- The  Parish Council is awaiting the sworn statements
from Hinxworth residents of their recollections of the ownership of
Bury End Pond. We’ll discuss this in depth at next month’s meeting.

Green Lane: After the thorough investigation by the Parish Council
over the last few months into the opening up of Green Lane as a byeway
to all traffic, it has been agreed the other Parish Councils in the area,
Edworth, Ashwell and Dunton should be approached to be asked to
pool resources and information.

Hares, Rabbits and Bullets: It has been noticed at the Bury End
area of the Village ‘lamping’ of hares and rabbits is taking place at night.
There is also shooting taking place with stray bullets holing St Nicholas
Church  windows. A resident of Bury End has also had bullets through
his windows. P.C Marina has been notified as a matter of urgency.

Jack’s House, New Inn Road: The rubbish, rats, foxes and other
animals are creating a health hazard in and around the house. The En-
vironmental Services Department of  N.H.D.C has been notified.

P.C Marina: P.C. Marina was unable to attend the meeting as
planned. He will now be at April’s meeting. If you have any questions
for him, and cannot attend , please ring me on 01767-313766 or email
wggk@btinternet.com  and I will put them to him on your behalf.

April’s Parish Council Meeting is on 1 April at 8p.m. Again every-
one is welcome.

Wendy Kitchener – Clerk to the Parish Council.

We ambled along to the thatched restaurant area where we were to
meet for our first safari outing after tea, wondering what animals we
should see when, there before our amazed eyes was a huge bull elephant
eating his own tea of bulbs, shoots, grasses and leaves.  The rest of the
group were equally stunned and the only sound to be heard, apart from
the tearing of vegetation was the clicking of  cameras and the Ranger’s
stern warning to Ed to “get back” after he ventured too near with his
camera.  What a way to start our three day safari trip at Ngala Private
Game Reserve on the western edge of the Kruger National Park, South
Africa, in early February.

warthogs and baboons came to call
Each day we were up at 5 am. for the early morning four hour trip and
in the evening we started out at about 4.45 p.m.   During our five trips
in the Landrover we were fortunate enough to see the Big 5 (lion,  el-
ephant, rhino, buffalo and leopard) plus all the ‘intermediates’ (zebra,
giraffe, impala, hippos, wildebeest, hyenas etc. and many species of birds
and butterflies.  A family of warthogs came to drink at the pond in our
camp every day, vervet monkeys adorned the trees and baboons visited.

forced to taste wine!!
Another part of our trip was a train journey from Pretoria to Cape Town
and on the way we saw wild ostriches, deer and, just outside Kimberley,
a huge lake,  home to thousands of pink flamingoes .  We searched for
diamonds at Kimberley, looked for gold down a gold mine in Johannes-
burg  (both unsuccessfully) and explored the flora and fauna of the Na-
tional Park on top of  Table Mountain.   And of course we had to visit
the wine lands and do some wine tasting although as the temperature
that day was nearly 40 degrees we had to force ourselves to make the
trip, as we had to force ourselves to taste the wine!!!

shacks of rags and plastic

The other side of the coin was a visit to the Beautiful Gate Orphanage in
a very poor area of Cape Town known as “Crossroads”, where a friend
has been working as a volunteer. The orphanage is home to children
with the HIV/Aids virus, from the age of one month to eight years.
Driving through the shanty town on our way to the orphanage was
quite an experience. The shacks were constructed mainly of rags and
black plastic. Goats and chickens plus the odd cow roamed around the
area.  We’d already seen thousands of these shacks from a distance but to
see them close up was something else.  The Government is building
small houses and pulling down the shacks gradually but it looks as if it
will take forever to give everyone decent, affordable housing.

a great country but....
South Africa is certainly a beautiful country, exotic and vibrant with a
wonderful climate. A superb place to be if you can happily live side by
side with the shanty towns and the politics without getting in too deep!

Betty Thorn

An Elephant Came to Tea

picture:Manfred Leiter



On the
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Please send all material, copy and
pictures, preferably by e-mail (ad-
dress at the foot of this page) or to
Village Voice, 18 Francis Road,
Hinxworth SG7 5HL by April
20th for the May  2004 edition.

copy date

Sunday 4th 10 am Palm Sunday Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
  meet 9.30 at Village Hall for procession to Church

Friday 9th 1 pm An hour at the Cross, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 11th 10 am Easter Day Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

    11.30 Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
Thursday 15th 2 pm Toddlers’ Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 18th 10 Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 25th 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

10 am Parish Eucharist, St George, Edworth
Sunday May 2nd 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

At some time between 5th March and 8th March 2004 some house
tiles were stolen from a development site in Hinxworth. No offenders or
witnesses known for this offence.

red Astra may be involved
Between the 1st March and 6th March some tools were stolen from
Northway House at Hinxworth. The offenders gained access to an inse-
cure garage and stole a selection of tools. A red Vauxhall Astra was seen in
the area at the time and it is believed could be involved, registration mark
similar to L433 WXP.

consider an alarm
We are still suffering a few daytime break-ins in the North Herts Area.
Our intelligence team is working hard in order to bring the offenders to
book. Please keep your eyes open for anything that looks suspicious; do
not be frightened to call us, that’s what we are here for. Let us be the
judge of whether we need to act on something that you have seen. I know
I keep singing the same song but consider an alarm. I did. Someone tried
to break into my house and they never got in. At a parish council meeting
last week someone said ‘Who hears the alarm?’ I said, “the undesirables
who are trying to break into your property. They do not know if the
Police are being called or your alarm is calling your mobile phone.”

protect your mobile
Mobile phones seem to be a prime target for crooks. However there is a
serial number on the phone that will make them useless. You must re-
trieve this number yourself and store it and in the unlucky event that
your phone is lost or stolen give this number to your phone provider and
they can turn the phone off, making it useless to the offenders. To get this
number press *#06#  and it will appear.

mobile police station
On April 8th and 22nd the Mobile Police Station will be outside
Ashwell Post Office  from  0830 until 1130.

how to contact me
My phone Number is 01462 425224 (mid to long term problems)

Royston Police Phone Number is 01763 249249 (if you have suffered a
crime or need Police within a couple of hours) 999 (for immediate re-
sponse if you have just suffered a crime and for Coursing)

PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.

Good Friday walk and soup lunch
Weather permitting, we will be going for a Village Walk on Good

Friday, April 9th, meeting at 10.30 outside the Three Horseshoes, fin-
ishing at St Nicholas Church around 12.15, where we will share a soup,
bread and cheese lunch before an hour of words and music for Good
Friday, beginning at 1 pm. All are welcome to come for all or any part of
this Good Friday activity.

village lunch 2nd April
Please note that due to Easter and
soup makers’ holidays, April’s
Hinxworth Village Lunch will be on
Friday April 2nd. Just to answer the
question people keep asking us, “No
it’s not just for the retired and eld-
erly such as Village Voice’s Editor.
People of all ages are most welcome.
Give us a try, April 2nd 12.30pm
until 2 pm, Hinxworth Village Hall.

sunflower contest
Come to St Nicholas Church on
Easter Sunday and collect your sun-
flower for our annual tallest sun-
flower competition. Ladies of all
ages are invited to wear their snazzi-
est  Easter  bonnets which will be
judged and a prize awarded for the
most amazing creation.

big band concert
The Ian Pearce Big Band with

Litsa Davies and Frank Holder will
give a concert of Ella Fitgerald and
Frank Sinatra music at Hitchin’s
Queen Mother Theatre on April 23
at 8 pm. Tickets £14,£13. Box of-
fice 01462 455166. We were sorry
to hear of the death of Ian’s wife.

dog droppings
We have had an impassioned

plea for dog owners to clean up af-
ter their dogs following a mum’s dis-
covery of ‘unpleasant packages’ on
the grass outside her house. Her
daughter trod it it, and her mum
didn’t welcome having to scrub
floors and her daughter’s shoes.
“Would others like it on their door-
step? I think not,” she writes.

have some respect
The War Memorial in

Hinxworth High Street is there to
represent the brave soldiers who
gave their lives in two World Wars.
During the past few weeks I have
noticed that the bushes surround-
ing the clock tower have become a
place to play. This is not very re-
spectful and the children running
into the road could be injured as
they seem unconcerned about pass-
ing traffic. We have a large playing
field and children’s play area. Us-
ing them would be safer and less
disrespectful to those who died.
Concerned teenager
(name  and address supplied)

coal delivery
Readers discomfited by the  disap-
pearance of the coal distributor CPL
from Letchworth will be delighted
to learn that a Stevenage firm, Jellis,
is happy to deliver free to our vil-
lages. He tends to deliver on Mon-
days but has been seen on other
days. Ring Jellis on 01438 741409.
Thanks to Jenny Spicer of
Newnham for this information

St Mary’s Ashwell is holding its
3rd annual flea market on Satur-
day April 24th from 9.30 am until
1 pm. Refreshments available. The
church will be open for stuff to be
put on sale on April 22nd 2-4.30
pm and April 23rd 10 am - 4
pm.Could collect. More informa-
tion on 01462 743408 & 743251.

£270 for Lucy
The Quiz

Evening in
The Three
Horseshoes
on February
22 raised
£270 to-
wards Lucy
Stephenson’s

flea market

Global Challenge voyage. She has
written to Village Voice to thank all
who helped in any way to raise this
much needed money.

Church services


