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Ashwell at Christmas
Come to Ashwell at Christmas on Saturday December 4th from 10

am to 1 pm. There will be stalls, competitions and seasonal refreshments
in St Mary’s Church, and Winter Wonderland and children’s activities
in the United Reformed Church. The church choir will be singing in St
Mary’s Church, in the United Reformed Church and round the village
in the morning.

Christmas at Foxhollow
Owing to popular demand, Foxhollow Nurseries are extending their

Christmas season. Table and door decorations will be on sale from De-
cember 9th until December 24th. There will also be a large selection of
fresh plants like cyclamens, poinsettias and orchids. We look forward to
seeing you. We are open from 8.30 am until 5 pm seven days a week.

Foxhollow Nurseries, New InnRoad, Hinxworth 01462 733138

Ashwell School PTA has sold these Christmas puddings for several
years and they have been very popular. They are a Christmas treat, which
at the same time help to  raise money for our school. They cost £5.50 for
a 1lb pudding, or £8.50 for a 2lb pudding. If you would like to order
one or more please  contact  Meril Deal as soon as possible on 01462
742952, or email her  at Merildeal@aol.com.

Puddings help school

Jazz up your Christmas
 On Tuesday December 14th at 7:30 pm there will be a gathering in

the Christmassy decorated Hinxworth Village Hall with a jazz ensemble
(headed by Fran from Edworth) who will be playing Christmas Carols
and Christmas music accompanied by mulled wine and hot mince pies.
Please bring your families to help in the continuing battle to raise funds
for the hall and take the opportunity to bring your Christmas cards to
give out to your village friends. All welcome - let’s make this a real village
event please!

More info to follow on posters and on flyers. Sylvia Scales 742505

Help for Mozambique

Helen Van Koevering

Hinxworth people are helping
the Church in Mozambique. Janet
Fair’s niece, Helen van Koevering
is one of around 24 priests in the
Diocese of Niassa, three times the
size of the United Kingdom. She
came back to the UK to take Janet’s
mother’s funeral, and while here,
spoke to the Mustard Seed
housegroup. Mozambique is recov-
ering from decades of civil war yet
despite poor communications,
wrecked infra-structure and natural disasters, the Church in the diocese
of Niassa where Helen’s husband Mark is bishop, is growing. People at
St Nicholas Church are already supporting the Church in Mozambique
through the Anglican missionary society USPG. Now we are also in touch
with MANNA, the Mozambique and Angola Anglican Association.

£1,000 will roof and equip a church
They tell us that the Church is expanding rapidly into new villages

where people meet first in a home, then when the home is too small,
they meet under a tree. The next stage is to build a church/school with
an altar at one end and a blackboard at the other. The people sit on
benches facing one way on Sunday and the other way round from Mon-
day to Friday. If there is electricity the building can be used for adult
literacy and health classes in the evenings. The villagers can bake their
own bricks but they need help with zinc roofs supported by timber. Roof-
ing a church and providing benches, blackboards, altar, windows and
doors costs about £1000. £250 would set up a creche. Members of St
Nicholas Church will be seeing how they can help some of this to hap-
pen. We sometimes think we have problems keeping St Nicholas in good
shape, but compared to Christians in Niassa we are in clover!

Ashwell Playgroup Christmas Bazaar
This will be held on Saturday December 4th at the United Reformed

Church Hall in Ashwell from 10 am until 1 pm. Father Christmas will
be there, and there will be a wide variety of stalls and activities.

Tim and Bev invite you to  visit Farrowby  Farm Shop and Tea Room
in New Inn Road, Hinxworth on Thursday December 9th. You will be
welcomed with mulled wine and mince pies. Their great range of  foods
and gifts will be on display for you to see and buy in the shop. The tea
room will stay open and you are welcome any time before 8 pm.

Farrowby Farm open evening



VILLAGE HALL UPDATE
 I promised at the Open Meeting that I would update you from time

to time on any developments regarding the Village Hall. We have an
exact quote for the building works as previously outlined.

You are also aware that the Parish Council will eventually consult
you via a secret ballot to seek your views on the proposed method of
funding. The Parish Council have decided that this will be on a house-
hold basis rather than an individual vote for all those on the electoral
roll as this seems a fairer option.  If a house with younger adults living
with their parents had four votes, this would immediately “out vote”
three houses occupied by a single resident and after all any proposed
funding via the rates will involve only one payment per household.

promising sources
Why not get on and do this now? The list of negative responses to ap-
proaches for grants grows ever longer but two new sources, dare I say it,
look extremely promising.  Our Clerk Wendy Kitchener is doing ster-
ling work in following up these leads with good support from Council-
lor Andrew Young in relation to sourcing funds via the District Council.

fast track lottery?
The Lottery situation may have changed in that I think everyone is aware
that the original submission by the Village Hall Management Commit-
tee was turned down but that was when virtually no money was on the
table.  There is a system now whereby an application may be presented
and although an instant answer is not given, a “possible outcome” may
be indicated.Thus if it is a total waste of time no continued effort need
be put into this.  There have been a number of other schemes, one of
which would involve a contribution to the Village Hall Fund if some
limited housing development took place but please be aware that the
whole village would be consulted at a very early stage regarding this.

There is also the issue of Edworth, many of whom use the Village
Hall and their Village Meeting, the nearest equivalent to a Parish Council
in a small village, has been consulted to ascertain whether any formal
funding may be obtained.

Much is still to be done in order to draw all the aspects of this project
together to make it the best for the village at an affordable price.
Martin G Hoffman, Chairman of the Parish Council

To all our Friends and Neighbours in

Hinxworth, Edworth, Newnham, and Caldecote
We send our best wishes for a very happy Christmas and a healthy

and peaceful New Year.
We hope you will understand why, for this year at least, we are send-

ing greetings through the medium of Village Voice and instead of send-
ing cards are contributing to the Hinxworth Village Hall Fund and/or
the Garden House Hospice.

Rosemary & Roddy Blake
Viv & Geoff Burrows
Carol & John Cheney
Audrey & Gerald Clare

The Dillon Family
Janet & Reggie Fair

Chantal, Richard, Stephanie & Gabriella Floyd
Jane, Andy, Tom & Ellie Hartree

Claire, Bryan, Alastair & Abigail Hay
Michele & Mark Jarman

Lin & Lance Jenkins
Edna, Jerry & Elizabeth Keep

Judy King
Wendy & Ray Kitchener

Sheila & Alan Murray
Biddy & Christopher Sheldrick

Caroline & Bob Smyth
Betty & Ed Thorn

Yvonne & John Tookey

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The Annual General Meeting on 11th November ensured that we

shall have an enlarged committee for the next year, with some new
members who will hopefully contribute lots of new ideas! During the
tea break we painfully exercised our brains doing a quiz devised by
Wendy Kitchener involving frantically searching through newspapers
for answers to the questions!

Christmas fool
Next month will be purely entertainment because it’s Christmas Party
time – 9th December, 7.00 for 7.30 pm.    So please make sure you are
on the list of those coming – otherwise there may not be enough food!
There will be a traditional Christmas Dinner, followed by a talk “A Fool’s
Life” by Patrick, after which there will be charades. Don’t miss it!

Annette Forbes

Halloween winners

Melissa, Joseph, Patrick and Charlie Vallely
Around 60 youngsters and some adults celebrated Halloween in

Hinxworth Village Hall. There were ghoulish drinks, spooky snacks
and competitions for the most scary people there. The Vallely twins
Joseph and Patrick won the children’s prize and Melissa and Charlie
won the adult prize. What a result! Thanks to all involved in this splen-
didly ghostly gathering.

Do join us  for one or more services over Christmas. There are carols
at Newnham on December 12th at 6.30 pm and a Christingle family
service at St Nicholas at 10 am Sunday December 19th in aid of The
Children’s Society. Midnight Communion is at St Vincent’s Newnham
at 11.30 pm on Christmas Eve. There’s Christmas  Communion at 10
am on Christmas Day at St Nicholas, Hinxworth.

“Ofsted is Over” triumph
Congratulations to Cliff Jenkinson and the team of teachers “Ofsted

is Over” who came joint first in the Quiz Night held at Ashwell School
on November 20th. They tied with “Bethan’s Lot” - the Reddaway fam-
ily team - after two tie breaks. Other good news: we hear the Ofsted
inspection went well too. Well done, Ashwell School!

Church at Christmas



Halloween helps hall HINXWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
The November Meeting took place in the Village Hall on the 4th.
Jacks House- Vic Garling hopes to be able to contact the Angel

family who own the property.
Wind Farm- Simon Marlow is still trying to investigate this rumour.
Village Hall:- See Dr Martin Hoffman’s report on page 2 opposite.
Planning:- Tall Trees, High Street, Hinxworth. The Councillors

are concerned that the work on this property has not proceeded.  North
Herts District Council are to be asked if they have any information.

 Recreation Ground - Harry King has, when trying to clear the Ten-
nis Court found moss on the surface. He and Tony Smyth are to speak
to John Cheney about its removal. The Councillors were also concerned
about the grass cutting. The season for this activity appears to becom-
ing longer each year so the number of ‘cuts’ as per the annual contract
may need to be increased in 2005.

 Highways - Francis Road:-  There still appears to be an ongoing
problem. The problem of the drainage is also compounded by a mains
water fracture. Hertfordshire Highways need to inform the Councillors
how they intend to deal with this problem.

  Chapel Street-  This is ongoing. Apparently discussions are taking
place between the residents and Hertfordshire Highways. The Council-
lors are monitoring this on an ongoing basis.

Cantlebury:- The Councillors have been notified the current own-
ers have complied with the request from Hertfordshire Highways re-
garding the boundary to the property.

Hinxworth to the Dunton Road:- The road surface is breaking-up
due to the additional traffic using this route. Mid Beds District Council
are to be again notified of the problem.

The gritting of this stretch of road through the winter months was
agreed to be done by Hertfordshire Highways. A reminder letter will be
sent to Hertfordshire Highways for the gritting to be continued for the
2005/2006 winter.

Any Other Business:- One of the residents of Francis Road notified
the Parish Council that a dog or dogs are continually barking through-
out the night. Victor Garling is to investigate.

Date of the next meeting:  2nd December 2004. Village Hall 8pm.

Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

not too scary picture by Richard Floyd
 For those of you who missed this event, you missed a treat; the hall

looked wonderfully creepy with gravestones, bats, black cats and ghosts
just ‘hanging’ around! a brilliant job by Chris Price. Food was a very
tasty chilli made by Jayne Whitfield and the music eerily chosen and
spookily d-jd by Les. All in all a great time was had by those present and
the VHMC would like to extend its grateful thanks to those who helped
raise over £300 for the refurbishment fund.

 

Since being formed in 1999,
Hinxworth’s Archery Club has
now firmly established itself as one
of the most active clubs in Hert-
fordshire. The membership now
stands at 45 and is still rising.

Our latest member, former
Hertfordshire Junior Champion
Ben Raynor from Royston, now
joins his younger brother Tim, 16,
who joined us  during the sum-
mer. With their father also hop-
ing to join us next year, they will
be one of several local families tak-
ing part in what is very much a

Hinxworth Archers

family sport. Ben joins us from the Stevenage club, Green Dragon where
he has been a regular member of the Hertfordshire County team.

Hinxworth finished  fourth  in the Hertfordshire Summer league
this year ahead of both Rickmansworth and Abbey Bowmen of St.Albans.

The winter season has got off to a good start with successes in our
division of the national postal leagues. Most Wednesday & Friday eve-
nings will find us practising in the barn in Edworth. Thanks to the
Smyth family, we have been able to practise and keep our muscles exer-
cised over the winter months. It’s sometimes a little cold but coffee, tea
and doughnuts at half time make it all worthwhile!

Our Christmas greetings and thanks to everyone in Hinxworth &
Edworth for all their help and support.
David Osmond

To me Christmas always means
the family. My earliest recollection
of my somewhat humble home in
Poplar is of my dear old Dad and
Mum struggling to provide toys
for Christmas  for the three boys
and two girls that they had. I was
the oldest of the five and they al-
ways managed to provide a Christ-
mas dinner and a little bit of jol-
lity for us. As I grew up and had
my own family I realized the value
of it and maintain it. That;s what
it boils down to - Christmas for

My Christmas

me means keeping in touch with the family. Today I’ve got my daughter
and son in law here in Hinxworth. My other daughter and her husband
and family live in West Malling in Kent. So it means a little trip down
to West Malling. We go to them one year and then they come to  us.
That’s my message  for Christmas.

Cyril Demarne

Village Voice wishes you a Happy
Christmas and a good new year

  and apologizes for the curious spelling of unforeseen on page 1!



On the
beat

Church services

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd, 01462-742015, e-mail:patrickforbes@waitrose.com

how to contact us
My phone number is 01462 425224 (mid to long term problems) Call
0845 33 00 22 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple
of hours. 999 (for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime
and for  hare coursing)

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.

Sunday Dec 5th 10 am Patronal Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday Dec 12th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
                           6.30 pm Carol Service St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday Dec 19th 10 am Christingle, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Christmas Eve 11.30 pm Midnight Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
Christmas Day 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Boxing Day no service
 Sunday January 2nd 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

mobile police station
The Mobile Police Station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on
Thursdays December 9th and 23rd  from 8.30 am until 10.30 am

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk Copy date
Please send  copy and pictures,

preferably by e-mail, to the ad-
dress at the foot of  this page, or
to Village Voice, 18 Francis Road,
Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL, by
December 15th for the January
2005 edition.  Enquiries  about
delivery or lost copies to 01462
742015. Thanks.

Something people ask me about at this time of year is the question of
drinking and driving. The legal alcohol limit for driving is 80mg of alco-
hol per 100ml of blood but there is no failsafe guide to the amount of
alcohol that a driver can safely consume.

The amount and type of alcoholic drink, the weight, sex and me-
tabolism of the driver, all play a part, but any amount of alcohol affects
driving ability. A motorist’s ability to judge speed and distance may be
impaired, their reaction times may be slowed and their judgement of
risk seriously affected.

Since 1976 the drink drive campaign has run each year and it has
been a major contributor in developing understanding of the conse-
quences and in changing attitudes and behaviour. The percentage of
people failing breath tests after road injury accidents fell from 8.5% in
1990 to 3.7% in 2000.

ten years in prison
Penalties have been made more severe as public attitudes to drinking and
driving have hardened. The offence of ‘causing death by dangerous driv-
ing whilst under the influence of drink or drugs’ now carries a maximum
penalty of 10 years imprisonment and a disqualification of at least 2 years.

young male drivers
Although the incidence of drinking and driving has dropped dramati-
cally over the years, the issue needs to be kept in the public arena so that
people do not become complacent. Young male drivers in particular need
a constant reminder about the dangers, as they are over represented in
drink driving accidents.

goodbye, Annie. Hello, Chris
Annie Penasa has now resigned and until a replacement arrives PCSO
Chris Brabrook will be taking over her duties. He has been in post since
September 2003. His mobile number is 07876 391654.

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Soup Lunch
This gastronomic treat will be

held from 12.30 pm until 2 pm on
Friday December 10th in Hinxworth
Village Hall.

Village Walk
Blow the Christmas shopping

cobwebs away with a gentle walk on
Friday December 17th. Meet at the
Three Horseshoes Hinxworth at 10
am. Your reward? Good company
and a lunch at a mystery hostelry.

The Hinxworth carol singers
will make their way round the vil-
lage on Monday 20th December.

We  hope to hit  enough right
notes to inspire people to contrib-
ute to the Letchworth Garden
Hospice Christmas Appeal. Eve-
ryone is welcome to join the sing-
ers, meeting outside the Three
Horseshoes at 7p.m.and inside at
about  9 p.m. to finish with a few
more carols and well deserved
mince pies and mulled wine.

Hinxworth carols

Congratulations

Frances Marlow, of Arnold’s Lane,
Hinxworth, and district nurse in
Bassingbourn for thirty years, has
been awarded a BA Honours degree
in Professional Practice (Palliative
Care) by Luton University. She re-
ceived her degree at a splendid cer-
emony in St Mary’s Church, Luton
on November 19th. Luton Univer-
sity has recently been rated the best
of the new universities. Frances was
recently nominated for a Nurse of the
Year award and was mistakenly re-
ported to be about to retire.

Book pub meal now
If you are hoping to have a meal

in The Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth
over the Christmas period, Geoff and
Sharon suggest you book your meal
on 01462 742280 as soon as possi-
ble  to avoid disappointment. The
pub will be open from 11 am until 1
pm on Christmas Day

  Meet other Mums/Dads in the area while your child  plays.  We
meet on Wednesday mornings from 9.45 am to 11.15 am in the URC
Hall, Ashwell.  Suitable for all ages of children, including babies.

 Messy Play. Come with your child and enjoy creative (and messy!)
fun on Thursday mornings from 9.45 am to 11.00 am at the URC Hall,
Ashwell.  Suitable for children aged 18 months plus, or as soon as they
can hold a paint brush!

Mums or dads and toddlers

Susan Dillon

Village Hall matters
Would we miss the Village

Hall? We live next to it, and we
wouldn’t live anywhere else.
Where would the artists go, where
could the WI meet? Where could
we organize dances or welcome
evenings for new villagers? Where
could  the Parish Council have its
agm? Some might say, ‘we don’t
need it, because we don’t use it.’
But this is to miss the point. The
hall is a major resource for
Hinxworth, like the pub and the
church. Without a village hall
with 21st century facilities, the
village would undoubtedly be the
poorer. We don’t have a school any
more, and public transport is a
disgrace. Surely we don’t want
Hinxworth to totter towards be-
coming  a dead village where peo-
ple don’t want to live, where com-
munity life is still-born?


