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Hopes and Dreams

Newnham’s new doctor

Newnham has a new doctor, Iain Bain. He was awarded the degree
of Doctor of Civil Laws at a ceremony at Newcastle University on
Monday December 8th. Not many people know that Iain once threw
hammers for Scotland, indeed for three years he was Scottish Cham-
pion Hammer Thrower. He also plays the bagpipes and the Northum-
brian Small Pipes. He was awarded his doctorate principally for his
scholarly achievements on the life and work of the eighteenth century
artist, Thomas Bewick, whose 250th anniversary was celebrated last
year. Relax, Ashwell Surgery, but don’t upset Dr Bain. He throws a
mean hammer, and plays some scary pipes. Congratulations, Iain!

 The Ashwell Show Committee has  set aside £1,000 towards the
HinxworthVillage Hall refurbishment. This sum will be available when
other funds are in place. In the New Year the Committee will be send-
ing out funding requests to 60 plus charities, in the hope of raising
further contributions for this very important and much  overdue project.

Ashwell gives Hinxworth £1000

Beverly Burrows at Farrowby Farm
  Bev is preoccupied with her  new baby’s  arrival on or about 21st

January.  No doubt Lydia aged two and half years is looking forward
to her new brother or sister.

A new kitchen is planned enabling the
farm to offer cooked meals using local pro-
duce. “2003 has seen increasing business but
customers are often disappointed that we can’t
offer meals here.  So we’re going to do just
that with our new kitchen.”  Bev also hopes
that their visits to farmers’ markets will con-
tinue to do well, and that they will see even
more people visiting the farm in 2004.

Margaret Dryden-Smith at Foxhollow Nursery
Margaret hopes 2004 will bring good weather for gardeners and,

continuing her plant specialisation, looks forward to introducing a
new and exciting range of geraniums for sale
during 2004.  Many of these plants, we sus-
pect, will end up in pots on customers’ pa-
tios from Margaret’s extended 2004 range of
terracotta and glazed ware.

Margaret rescued Poppy the terrier, a
homeless stray picked up by council dog-catchers, from the nearly
final visit to the vets.  We know Poppy is going to enjoy 2004.
     Kate Webber at Thorns Farm

“A big hope is that the new stable block
and asparagus sorting room will be ready for
2004, and  William will  not have to work so
hard! “While the wonderfully dry and sunny
Spring and Summer of 2003 were welcomed
and overdue, they did affect the Thorns Farm
asparagus crop.  So another hope for us and,
we expect, for Hinxworth customers, is that
the crop will be better in 2004.”

Ann Mallinson from Caldecote
“I’d like to see this country continue to be proud of itself. We’ve

seen the pride that we have in ourselves in what’s happened with the
rugby in the last few weeks. Why can’t we transfer that into being
proud of our country in so very many different aspects of our lives
here? I’ve noticed how proud Australians are of their country.  What
a pity it is that we don’t have that. There’s very little of it and I’d love
to see more.”

Sonja Bentley from Edworth
“I hope the coming year brings peace and

tolerance particularly in Iraq, Palestine, Li-
beria and Zimbabwe. Heidi is fortunate to
have been born here. My wish for 2004 is
that more children across the world can grow
up in the same safety and prosperity.”

collected by Gerald Clare & Patrick Forbes



 

Hinxworth Parish Council
Village Hall Lighting. Harry King reported that there had been no

response to the appeal for help from Hinxworth residents with the
installation of lighting for the car parking area.It was agreed to ask for
volunteers again in Village Voice.

Refurbishment. Martin Hoffman has had a pledge of £1,000 from
the Ashwell Show organisers.

Planning. Rosebury, Bury End, Ashwell Road, Hinxworth. The
Councillors require a further letter to be sent to Alan Breckon to clarify
why the Development Policy 30 of the District Plan No.2 was not
given due consideration.

Recreation Ground. The Councillors were sorry to receive the let-
ter from Audrey Hayden notifying them of her intention to cease clear-
ing the Recreation Ground of litter, and also to cease the maintenance
of the War Memorial area. The Councillors wished to thank Audrey
for her efforts over the many years she has carried out this work. If
anybody else in the village could take up these duties, Harry King
would be glad to hear from them.

Speedsigns. Martin Hoffman reported that he now had the details
from Paul Hazley of the design and costings for the purchase and in-
stallation of the speedsigns. The required financial contribution from
Hinxworth Parish Council is £2,200. Since the last Parish Council
meeting Martin has written to Andrew Young requesting funding for
the whole project. The Councillors agreed to accept the cost as de-
tailed by Paul Hazley and were pleased that the project was going
ahead but the start date is still to be confirmed.

Bury End Pond. Simon Marlow confirmed that the signed state-
ments on the history of the pond were to be completed on December
10th, giving the recollections of some long term residents of Hinxworth.

Green Lane. The Council, having written to Bedfordshire County
Council objecting to Green Lane being opened up from the Dunton
Road, felt Hertfordshire County Council should also be notified. Simon
Marlow would inform Hertfordshire County Councillor Ian Simpson
of Hinxworth Parish Council’s objection to the proposal on the grounds
of safety, environment, ecology and cost.

Contact the Council. Don’t forget you can get in touch with the
Council at any time. The date of the next meeting has yet to be ar-
ranged. You will be able to check the date by looking on the noticeboard
outside The Three Horseshoes.

Dragon and “Hookers” enliven WI Party

The Christmas party on 5th December had some unusual guests
who turned up towards the end of the delicious meal we were all
enjoying.   Father Christmas ar-
rived looking bearded and amaz-
ing in red, closely followed by a
Fool, St. George and an ex-
tremely green and scary dragon!
They entertained us with a
Mummers’ Play complete with
the eventual vanquishing of the
dragon, and a lot of blank verse!

Then, not to be outdone, Viv
Hughes read a hilarious poem
she had written about various
Hinxworth residents.    There followed the Raffle and people began to
think about going home – but were encouraged to stay on as a ‘sur-
prise item’ occurred.   Four ladies described as the ‘Hinxworth Hook-
ers’ performed an alternative version of Lili Marlene – which certainly
ended the evening on an uproarious note!

The first meeting in the New Year is on Thursday 8th January.
Join us for another entertaining year.

Annette Forbes
Newnham lights dazzle

The Curtis family of Newnham did the village proud and came
close to knocking Blackpool and its illuminations off the tourist trail
when they switched on their amazing Christmas lights display on
December 1st. All who gathered to watch then enjoyed some seasonal
refreshments. Can we now look forward to an inter village Christmas
lights competition, with Newnham as the favourite? Who will dare to
organise the sophisticated handicap system to take account of the dif-
ferent sized communities of Hinxworth, Caldecote and Edworth. And
who would be so brave or so foolish as to agree to judge such a contest,
we wonder? Meanwhile, congratulations to Newnham.

Viv Hughes’ entertaining poem “Calendar Boys” will be printed
in next month’s Voice. We ran out of space in this one - Editor

What no County sign?
Lance Jenkins would like to

know why there is no sign on the
road from Edworth to Hinxworth
indicating that Hinxworth is in
Hertfordshire. He has written to
North Herts District Councillor
Andrew Young saying, “Bedford-
shire has a sign for people travel-
ling towards Edworth, any reason
why there has never been a cor-
responding Herts one?” Andrew
Young is looking into the matter
and will report his findings.

Singers Look East
As we go to press we learn that

the Amici Singers, the Potton
based ladies choir, have been
asked to “sing out” the BBC Look
East’s Christmas Special pro-
gramme on Monday December
22nd. They will be travelling to
Norwich to sing an up-tempo ver-
sion of Ding, Dong, Merrily on
High. Listen and look out for
them from 6.30 pm onwards on
BBC1 in the East on Monday
December 22nd.



A fair and cunning Plan

Don’t we all appreciate receiving cards at Christmas?  They make
our houses look so festive and are a regular reminder to keep touch
with friends and relatives whom we won’t be seeing over the festive
season or haven’t seen for a long while.

do your sums
But watching the piles of envelopes grow before our eyes as we all
swapped cards at the W.I. Christmas Party in December, really made
me think of all the money (quite apart from the paper) that is spent on
cards each year.  As far as our Hinxworth friends are concerned, rather
than send them cards when we are likely to meet most of them anyway
at some time over the festive season, could we not put our money to
better use in a really worthwhile cause?  Our own “local list” now con-
tains about 36 names and, as most of those people kindly return our
greetings, then six dozen cards are involved for the Fairs alone.  Other
families will have longer lists than we do, I know, so just do some sums
and think of the total number that are sent within the village each year!
Moreover, there are lots more villagers we count as friends but with
whom we don’t exchange cards though we’d like to send our very best
wishes to them too, particularly at Christmas.

local charity could benefit
Now that we have “Village Voice” , why not start a scheme whereby
those that join give the money (or even some of the money) that they
would have spent on local cards to a Village Christmas Collection?
They could then add their names to a list published in, say, the De-
cember issue?  This way we could wish our neighbours and village
friends collectively “all our best wishes for Christmas and the New
Year”, whilst some charity (perhaps  a local one, such as the Garden
House Hospice) could benefit quite handsomely.   Even when we buy
charity Christmas cards, only a fraction of the money finds its way to
the charity concerned:  this would be a much more effective way of
giving financial support.

another village ‘happening’
Hopefully, the scheme (I’d be happy to organise it) would grow over
the years as more people see the sense of it.  The Hinxworth Christmas
Collection could become yet another “happening” for the village to be
proud of.  Who knows?  -  other villages might even follow our exam-
ple.  The only losers would be the card manufacturers:  my apologies if
we have any living in Hinxworth!

Janet Fair

“A great day out” by Tony Lloyd
 It could have been the social blunder of the year. Flying to Dublin

for lunch seemed such a good idea when I suggested it back in Sep-
tember. “Free” flights with Ryanair were too good to be true and I
had no difficulty in persuading the Haydens, the Kings and the Cobbs
to join me and my wife on the jaunt.

The enormity of my faux pas dawned on me slowly as I watched
England beat France in the semi-final. I think my friends had the
same thoughts at roughly the same time but they were too polite to
tell me what an utter plonker I was for taking them away from their
televisions on such an occasion.

What followed on Saturday was 12 hours or so of agony and ec-
stasy. It went something like this.

7am: ring Stansted Airport to ask if transistor radios are allowed
on board, to be told that they are but must be switched off in flight.
Not a good start.

7.45am: we set off from our sleepy village of Hinxworth,  wonder-
ing how, with a 10am flight, we are going to see any of this match.

8.50am: arrive at Stansted, check in and look for television screen.
Plenty showing arrivals and departures, but ITV? Not a chance. Try
electrical shop without success. Who after all is going to buy a telly at
an airport?

8.55am. God bless Wetherspoons. Five wide-screen televisions
showing the opening ceremony. Order eight coffees (honest) and set-
tle down to watch the start. It’s a party atmosphere as my friends and
scores of fellow travellers see the score reach 5-3. We taunt the Aussies
in the bar. Well you have to, don’t you?

9.20am: look nervously at the departures board. Flight FR 207 go
to Gate 50. Damn, this is all we are going to see. Proceed dejectedly
to Gate 50 like sheep. This is a TV-free zone. Deep gloom descends.

9.30am: Ryanair regrets to announce that Flight FR207 to Dub-
lin will be delayed by 20 minutes. There is a God after all and, today,
he’s English. We’ve missed quite a bit of the action, but my chum
Richard and I  hurry back to Wetherspoons for a few more consola-
tion minutes. Our wives insist we leave them their tickets in case we
miss the flight in the excitement.

9.55am: Jason Robinson scores his heroic try taking the score to
14-5 at half-time. We head back with a spring in our step to Gate 50.

10.55am: We have been in the air for ages with no news when the
pilot announces that the score is 14-14. I didn’t expect psychological
torture with my “free” flight.

11.30am:  Our plane touches down and England are the new world
champions. The passengers whoop with delight. The joy almost makes
up for missing the second half.

11.45am: A friendly taxi diver fills us in on the final agonising
minutes of the match and Jonny’s kick.

12.30pm: Celebrate with Guinness in O’Reilly’s Bar and over very
long lunch.

9pm: Back home we watch the whole match on video and I am
forgiven by my friends. Swing low!

What Tony failed to reveal to Daily Telegraph readers was that Gordon
had recorded the match on his half-speed video and it would not play in
Tony and Pat’s video player. The next half-hour resembled a Brian Rix
farce as Gordon nipped next door first for his video recorder (which would
not plug into Tony’s TV) then for his portable TV set so that the eight
weary day-trippers could huddle around the set and watch the match.
Missing the match was careless, but being unable to operate a video re-
corder is unforgivable!

Reprinted, with thanks, from the Daily Telegraph



Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd, 01462-742015, e-mail:patrickforbes@waitrose.com

On the
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Church services

Computer problems?
I will try and solve any problems,
large or small. £20 per hour. Vic-
toria Scales: phone 01462 742505.
There will be no charge for insolu-
ble  problems.

Copy date
Please send all material, copy and
pictures, preferably by e-mail, or to
Village Voice, 18 Francis Road,
Hinxworth SG7 5HL by January
20th for the February 2004 edition.

Sunday 4th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 11th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Thursday 15th 2 pm Toddlers’ Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday  18th 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday  25th 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

       10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday Feb 1st 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

This report may bit a little brief but I have I have just returned
from a week away and my tray is about to collapse under the weight of
paper work that I need to sort out. When I return after a week off I can
have up to 80 e-mails, 20 crimes, and about 50 messages to look at.
From these I have to work out which ones need immediate attention
and whic wait. Some of this correspondence will be evidential.

deadlines to meet
With all court cases we have time limits and if we go outside these the
Crown Prosecution Service will cease proceedings, and then I will need
to compile a report as to why things were not completed on time. Tak-
ing my wife shopping or having a week off is not enough to get me off
the hook.

We have had two incidents of fly tipping that I have managed to
sort out. Through our investigative skills we found out who owned the
rubbish; one was made to clear it up and the other is going to court.

security advice for the asking
We have had few burglaries in and around the area. These have mainly
occurred at farms or stables where saddles/horse equipment have been
targeted. Some of the places where the offences occurred  were in need
of better security. Good security is not expensive and I will give anyone
advice who needs it.  Do not hesitate to contact me if you need advice.

mobile police station
This will be parked near Ashwell Post Office from 8.30 am until 1130
am on the 2nd & 4th Thursday of each Month. In January the dates are
January 8th and 22nd.

contact me
My phone number is 0146 2425224 (mid to long term problems).
Royston Police Phone Number is 01763 249249 (if you have suffered a
crime or need Police within a couple of hours). Ring 999 (for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for hare  coursing).
 PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

e-mail: paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.

The Editor, Assistant Editor and
everyone, too numerous to men-
tion, concerned with Village Voice
wish all our readers an extremely
happy and peaceful new year.

Sew Busy
Remember the New Year Reso-

lution you made to get all those
unfinished sewing jobs done, well,
don’t break it again this year.

Join us for a natter and a cuppa
on Monday January 12th at the Hat
Studio, Farrowby Farm, from 2pm.

Full details in December Village
Voice, or contact Viv Hughes for
further info. Hope to see you there.

Broadband is here
Normally, I’m pretty much an optimist.  But this was telecommunica-
tions, an arcane activity at the best of times, and it was BT (ooher!),
and something at the back of mind said the odds were against us get-
ting broadband. Nevertheless I joined the B.ASH.H ginger group and
we dropped the leaflets through letterboxes to stir up awareness and
support.  We told our story to our MP and local councillors. We set up
our stands at Hinxworth and Ashwell shows wearing our B.ASH.H tee
shirts.  “Get enough support,” BT grudgingly said, “and we might just
consider Ashwell exchange for upgrade to broadband.”

Well, the support came in alright:  more than enough to satisfy BT.  So
the Ashwell telephone exchange got upgraded early in November and
broadband came to Hinxworth. “Yes, but it’s not all over till the fat lady
sings,” I said to myself, and as though to confirm my worst fears, I had
no luck connecting to the service on the due day or the day after.  I
called in Ashwell Software to help me out initially, and then Virgin (my
ISP) technical support phoned and after a couple of hours, I was expe-
riencing the superb performance of Internet access via broadband from
both PC and MAC – and via my wireless hook-up.

For those who spend time on the internet via a dial-up modem,
broadband brings dazzling connection speeds.  I found that what took
10 seconds now feels instantaneous; so much so that you get suspicious
that perhaps the information was already in the computer and hasn’t
come from the internet at all!  Of course, you don’t have to dial up
because the connection is always there ready for you – and the latest e-
mails are just sitting there waiting for you to read.  I really like being
able to surf the Internet for Christmas presents, for on-line banking, for
shopping and e-mailing without worrying about blocking our only phone
line.  There’s going to be new ways of using my computers to access the
wide world of information and I’m going to enjoy discovering these. If
you’re thinking about taking the plunge into broadband, my advice to
you is – come on in! The water’s fine, in fact it’s great.

waiting for the fat lady

at the speed of.....

Gerald Clare

Village lunch
January’s lunch is on the 16th,

12.30 in Hinxworth Village Hall.

Assistant Editor for
Village Voice

Ed Thorn, rootin tootin son of
a gun from Francis Road has joined
the team bringing you Village
Voice. Welcome, pardner!!

Happy New Year

Toddlers’ Service
This will be held at St Nicholas

Church, Hinxworth on Thursday
January 15th at 2 pm. Everyone
will be made most welcome, and
there are refreshments after the
short informal service


