
Village Voice
for Caldecote, Edworth, Hinxworth and Newnham No.34July 2004

Please send  copy and pic-
tures, preferably by e-mail
(address at the foot of  page
4) or to Village Voice, 18
Francis Road, Hinxworth
SG7 5HL by July  20th for
the August 2004 edition.

copy date

Ashwell Thrift Shop to close

Sadly, due to falling sales, it has been decided that the Thrift Shop
will close on Monday 26 July at 4.30pm. Customers may continue to
bring in their clothes with the understanding that all goods must be
removed by the last day or they will be given to charity.  Any moneys
resulting from sales should also be collected before the closure date al-
though the treasurer, Stephnie Fathers tel 01462 742369, will keep this
for six months from date of sale. On behalf of all the staff I would like to
thank our many customers for their support over the years. 

Judy King

Maureen Noble tries on a hat with help from Stephnie Fathers

Having taken over my term as
Chairman of the Parish Council I
would like to inform you of a few
changes. Different Councillors will
“specialise” in certain areas of recur-
ring issues/topics that come before
the Council. For details of these
please see the report of the last Par-
ish Council Meeting. As the Coun-
cil is small there is naturally a dou-
bling up! But this is to allow every-
one in the village to know whom
to talk to regarding these issues but
of course the whole Council will

Martin’s way ahead

Martin Hoffman

Parish Council meetings consist of concise debate and rarely last longer than an hour and a quarter but I
consider that if action cannot be taken as a result of these meetings within a month without a sustainable
reason, then we are failing.  Unfortunately, action often depends on the speed of other agencies and organisa-
tions. The number of households represented at the annual parish meeting, which lasted one and a quarter
hours, suggests that either most people are totally satisfied with the way the village is run and with the huge
number of amenities we have - or there is considerable apathy. Letting others do it, unless it concerns plan-
ning, or not bothering will result in stalemate. Do you want this? Watch this space…………

still maintain the decision taking. The constitution of Parish Councils
prevents the “Roman forum” type of approach but we need your input.

WHY? – take the issue of the speed camera the need for which was
unanimously agreed at an annual Parish Meeting. You are all aware of
the constant badgering it took to achieve what we wanted and not what
Highways wanted to impose on us.

WHY? – I mentioned at the last annual meeting that some routine
aspects of the council can appear boring but decisions made on behalf of
the village do have important ramifications. For example - the village
policy on development in the future for integration into the area plan -
do you know what it is?

WHY? – we are having a blitz on the state of the roads in and out of
the village. Do you know the “pothole” report telephone number?  The
Highways Department has to act within 48 hours of a dangerous road
state being reported.  When did you last complain to yourself about a
hole in the road and do nothing?

WHY? – There is a great deal of expertise within this village on a
huge number of topics.  Isn’t it about time we made use of this?

Please excuse a “political” statement but central Government does not
appear to give a hoot about life in the countryside.  It appears to be all urban-
based, especially relating to transport, roads and general amenities.

WHY? – The village hall is in a very sorry state and since the annual
Parish meeting the Parish Council have met with representatives of the
Village Hall Management Committee resulting in: an exact assessment
of current monies available; an exact investigation into the committed
and genuinely possible grants; a written report on the electrics, which
differs quite considerably from the report previously made to this publi-
cation; a tender for the exact cost of the scheme; and a decision to con-
sult all the village before committing one penny.



Party in the Park
raises £1800

Tom Brown’s Schooldays
or Tom Johnson’s Half Term!

School near Elstree.
KTS is very strong in drama, and some of the local boys also receive

acting lessons at Ashwell Stage School every Friday, however, the actual
qualification required turned out to be length of hair. As school boys in
the1830’s didn’t sport a ‘number 2‘ with the Nike emblem shaved into
it, the producers were looking for boys with longer hair. Tom, pictured
right, aged 12, and his friend Guy Riddett, pictured left, 11, from Ashwell
were chosen. It pays to be a neglectful mother sometimes….I’d been
meaning to take him for a haircut for ages!

They had to be picked up from school at 7.15 AM and were re-
turned at 7.45 pm over three days.

no flogging or roasting
It was hot, uncomfortable work. Once in costume, they were not al-
lowed to undo so much as a button. Tight waistcoats with high collar
shirts and cravat ties are not what the boys are used to: it felt very alien to
them. The old fashioned dining room at Aldenham was filled with benches
and long tables, and a smoke machine used to create an authentic at-
mosphere. However the boys know that tankard banging and pipe smok-
ing is not allowed in the KTS canteen! Thankfully neither is flogging
and roasting!

They were well looked after, and fed well along with the principle
actors and crew. Parents were permitted to visit the set, and to watch
some of the filming.

It was a wonderful opportunity for both boys to see how a film is
made, although they agree that it is much harder work than it looks.

The film is being shown on ITV at Christmas….watch out for it!

Jo Johnson

The Johnson Fami-
ly’s plans for a peaceful
half term in the wilds of
Norfolk were scuppered
recently by a last minute
opportunity for one of
their number to appear
in a film.

Company Produc-
tions came to Knights
Templar looking for
boys to appear as extras
in a film of Tom
Brown’s Schooldays. It
stars Stephen Fry and
Jemma Redgrave and
had been filming for
some weeks on the Isle
of Man and at Rugby School. About 30 boys were needed from Knights
Templar to participate in some indoor scenes to be filmed at Aldenham

We could hear the toot-toot
and smell the steamy smoke of a
strange vehicle in New Inn Road
on the other side of the hedge that
Sunday morning – but we couldn’t
see anything.  What on earth was
it?  Something big!  Must be!  Per-
haps a monster of the Toad of Toad
Hall variety!

With VV in mind, I grabbed
my camera and scooted out of our
close into the road – and there it was gleaming in red and puffing huge
amounts of smoke.  A steam-powered miniature lorry no less – stop-
ping to refuel with coal and water.  Who’d have thought it?

Apparently the builders were all engineers and halved all dimen-
sions of an original full sized lorry design of about 100 years ago.  Does
that make it one eighth scale? The driver was celebrating his 21st birth-
day and one of the girls  her 18th and they were  off to the Rose and
Crown in Ashwell for celebrations.  What a lark!  The romance of the
open road!  It’s still there; not dead after all.
Gerald Clare

Curiouser & curiouser

Theft mars Party in the Park
Two luminous egg-shaped lights belonging to Jan and Charlie

Thackway were taken from their table. Johnny Thackway’s mobile phone
was taken from his bag. The lights were a gift, and when they run out of
charge, will be useless without the charger. Any information about ei-
ther ‘loss’ would be gratefully received. If these articles are found/re-
turned, please drop them into the Three Horseshoes. Hinxworth, and
no questions will be asked.



Hinxworth Parish Council

 
John Cheney has been connected with farming and tractors all his

life, 30 years of which have been in Hinxworth, writes our farming corre-
spondent. “I first drove a tractor when I had to stand on the pedals to
make them go down, and ploughed my first complete field when I was
11, hence my interest in Vintage Tractors.”

wife’s car wintered outside
“I bought my first Vintage Tractor in 1987,  an Allis Chalmers Model B
made in 1948, a  little orange one . It still runs well and when I can I take
it to rallies. For my second tractor in 1999 I bought  a Fordson Super
Major, a big blue one made in the early 60’s.   I used to drive these in
Sussex in the 1960’s.  I drive this one to  Rallies and Shows towing a 1967
Stirling Caravan when I stay overnight. I  did most of the restoration
work on both tractors  at No 1 Arnolds Lane. I have been known to take
over the garage so the wife’s car has spent the winter outside!”

tractors raise money for charity
“Ashwell & District Vintage Tractor Club was founded six years ago by a
few of us tractor lovers. We now have 25 members and I have been secre-
tary/treasurer for nearly four years and have organised the last four “Ashwell
Vintage Tractor Road Runs”. On Sunday May 23rd you may have seen
21 tractors come down Chapel Street and head towards Ashwell having
been driven over 20 miles on roads and tracks. We had a lunch stop at
The Pear Tree, Bassingbourn and filled the place. It is a fund raising event
and I had great pleasure in sending a cheque for £180 to Garden House
Hospice, Letchworth. Every event we take our tractors to raises money
for charity , so if we ever hold you up on the road it’s all in a good cause.”

“If you have an event where you might like a few VintageTractors
please contact me. I am sure they can be found. We enjoy both showing
them off and the excuse to have a run out.”

John Cheney

A love of tractors
The June meeting took place in the Village Hall on 3rd June.
Dr Martin Hoffman, now Chairman of the Parish Council, sug-

gested the allocation of tasks to the Councillors. They were as follows;
Highways -  Martin Hoffman and Tony Smyth; Bury End Pond -  Vic
Garling and Simon Marlow; Recreation Ground - Harry King and Tony
Smyth; Planning - Martin Hoffman and Simon Marlow; Finance -
Wendy Kitchener and Harry King. The Councillors agreed to the above.

Village Hall: Rewiring:- Graham Swallow, Electrical Contractor, has
provided an independent report. The findings are as follows:-

General Comments & Observations. ‘Although the wiring in parts
is fairly old, apart  from the faults found, the installation is not in a
dangerous condition’.

Recommendations. ‘To carry out repairs and to check annually the
condition of the wiring and fittings’.

A meeting is to take place between the Parish Council and the Vil-
lage Hall Management Committee representatives David Osmond and
Geoff Burrows on 10 June to discuss the Graham Swallow Report.

Refurbishment of the Village Hall:- To be discuss the options avail-
able at the above meeting. These are a) refurbishment or new build. b)
The finance required. c) The funding plan. d) The business plan. e) A
Village referendum?

Planning:-  Bury End Ashwell Road Hinxworth 04/00597/1LB.
Two storey side extension. The planning application has now been with-
drawn.

Finance:- Final Accounts 2003-04 & Annual Return:-  These are
near completion and the Internal Audit by A.J. Devaney is also near
completion.

Recreation Ground:- Grass Cutting:- David Granger to be
contacted regarding the long grass on the field.

Highways:- Speedsign:- It appears the Vehicle Activated Speed Sign
still  has an intermittent fault in regulating the speed of traffic.

Highway Maintenance . Chapel Street & Francis Road:-  The
Chapel Street project is underway. The Francis Road flooding problem
has still to be rectified.There is an issue as to what is happening to the
pond by Cantlebury.  Paul Hazley to be notified regarding the Speedsign,
Francis Road and Cantlebury.

Pot Holes:-  Paul Hazley has notified the Parish Council repairs are
due to take place in the near future.

Bury End Pond:-  Current Position:- The Parish Council is still
waiting for the statements from local people on their recollection of the
ownership of Bury End Pond. These are now taking place. Simon Marlow
is to arrange a meeting with Mrs Sheldrick.

Jacks House New Inn Road:- The Parish Council are trying to lo-
cate the current owner of the property.

The Cottages, High Street:- It is hoped the site will be cleared in
the near future.

Date of the next meeting:  Village Hall 1st July 2004 at 8pm. Eve-
ryone welcome.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Council

Concert for Amnesty
Kathryn Parry, violin, and

Simon Marlow, piano, invite you
to a concert of music by Bach,
Beethoven and Debussy at Hill
Cottage, Arnolds Lane Hinxworth
on Sunday July 18th at 3 pm. The
concert will last about an hour and
will be followed by tea. They ask
for a donation of £10 per person,
young children free. Ring 01462
742268 if you intend to come.



On the
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Sunday July 4th 11.30 am Morning Prayer, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Thursday July 8th 2 pm Toddlers’ Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday July 11th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday July 18th 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday July 25th  8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

11.30 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday August 1st  10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

how to contact me
My phone number is 01462 425224 (mid to long term problems) Royston
Police phone number is 01763 249249 (if you have suffered a crime or
need Police within a couple of hours) 999 (for immediate response if you
have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing)

PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.

Church services

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd, 01462-742015, e-mail:patrickforbes@waitrose.com

Soup Lunch For the birds……
Thanks to PC Marina for re-

minding us to lock away our lawn
mowers and hedge trimmers, “as
your lawns and hedgerows start to
grow and will need cutting” (Vil-
lage Voice June 2004).

lock them up
I would like to appeal to everyone
to please keep the hedge trimmers
locked up until much later in the
year when the birds have definitely
stopped nesting.  They’re working
flat out at the moment feeding their
young with some starting second
broods.  They have no let up until
well after the young have fledged
and the last thing they need is a trig-
ger happy person slicing their nests
to bits!!  Surely the best time to tidy
up is November – by then the birds
have had time to eat all the berries
that sustain them through the win-
ter and the hedge will be much
neater until well into the summer
the following year.  Please, please
look after the birds and let’s not
worry so much about keeping up
appearances.

Clare England

This gastronomic feast takes
place on Friday July 16th in
Hinxworth Village Hall from 12.30
pm until 2 pm. At £2 per person,
it’s a bargain.

If you have a caravan or horse trailer why not put the post code on
the roof in black tape? If it is stolen it will make it far easier for our
helicopter to spot. When such things are stolen we do get our helicopter
to fly over places that have been used to store stolen items in the past.

clubhouses without alarms
Recently there have been a few rural  clubhouses broken into - the of-
fenders normally force a door and steal crisps and drinks. None of the
clubhouses had been alarmed or had any security lighting. An interesting
thing that I have heard is how a baby alarm was used to help in the arrest
of a couple of offenders. The alarm was placed in the clubhouse and
alerted the caretaker when the club was entered. He then called the Po-
lice. These alarms have a range of 300 yards.

help me to catch burglars
We are getting hit all over North Hertfordshire on the house burglary
front. We are putting out more patrols at peak times in a bid to catch the
culprits. You are more likely to be targeted if you do not have an alarm
and the prime times are towards the end of the week between 10 am and
4 pm. We are getting very little information from the public. Please do
not be frightened to call us -  that’s why we are here. If you see someone
acting suspiciously, phone 999. I want to catch these burglars and I would
like your help.

keeping an eye on your home
We are starting to check unoccupied houses so if you are going away on
holiday, let us know and we will keep an eye on your place. Forms are at
the post office -  just return them to us. Also if you know anyone that may
be old or vulnerable and would like one of the Police Community Sup-
port Officers to call on them from time to time please let us know.

mobile police station
The Mobile Police Station will be parked near Ashwell Post Office from
8.30 until 11.30 am  on Thursday July 8th and 22nd

Boat for sale
Miracle sailing dinghy, 14 ft,

complete with road trailer, launch
trolley, suit of sails. Contact Mike
Diggle on 01767 600511. Boat can
be inspected in Hinxworth.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The June meeting had a new venue this month, the beautiful St.

Nicholas Church due to the Village Hall being used for the European
elections.   The speaker, ex.WPC Joan Pennington kept us entertained
with a very informative talk on being a WPC in the 1950s.   One of only
24 women in the Hertfordshire Force, she reflected on the differences
now and then in the training, being on the ‘beat’ and transferring pris-
oners to Wormwood Scrubs.    With tea, coffee and cakes to follow, 20
members all had a very enjoyable evening.

Marlow’s history of Hinxworth
The meeting on 8th July will be held in Judy King’s garden in Arnolds

Lane, Hinxworth, at 7.30 pm.    Some members of Lilley WI will be
joining us that evening and Simon Marlow will give a talk about the
history of Hinxworth.    Please bring a chair.

HINXWORTH CAR
BOOT SALE

Saturday 18th
September

on the Recreation Ground
next to the Village Hall.
Proceeds in aid of the

Village Hall
Refurbishment Fund.

Refreshments available.
Cars £10, entrance 20p.
Cars may arrive from 9

am. Sale opens at 10 am.
Contact Maggie Bedford

01462 742846

Teddy Bears Picnic and Tea -
Don’t  miss this event at Orchard
Bungalow Edworth on Sunday July
4th from 4 until 7 pm.

Baroque Concert 7.30 pm on
July 15th at Radwell Church: see
June’s Village Voice for  full details
or ring 01462  730490.

Hinxworth Art Society
The Society is prospering. It

meets every Wednesday in
Hinxworth Village Hall from 10
am until 1 pm. A tutor works with
the group every other week. Mem-
bership costs £15 a year and £4 per
session. Betty Thorn, 01462
742858 has membership forms.


