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PARTY IN THE PARK
June 19th Hinxworth Rec

        Come and celebrate the Summer Solstice with  a long
midsummer evening’s music, dancing and a  fine barbecue.

        Tickets are now on sale, £10 for adults and £5 for
children, available only from Sylvia Scales - the sooner you
purchase the earlier in the food line you will be!! Now there’s
an incentive! The time will be printed on your tickets once
we know how many bands or acts there will be.

dine and drink in style
Bring your own gazebo, chairs and cutlery  for dining al fresco
in style.   Please note that that there will not be a bar this
year so we advise you to bring your own drinks.  Grab your
friends and make a real party of it and help raise much needed
funds for our beleaguered Village Hall.  Phone 01462 742505
or call at 12 Francis Road.

a great line up
 Any and all offers of help or to do a turn will be greeted with
great enthusiasm and relief. Headlining the evening will be
Reflex, Charlie Thackway’s big band, and the welcome re-
turn of the Hinxworth Hillbillies Blues Band, supported by
Cunning Liz, Stephen Forbes, and, new for 2004, “Dads and
Sons” with Chris and Alex Knight and Jamie and Ben Crocker.
- any more out there? A mystery trombonist is being sought.

The Village Quiz held in
Hinxworth Village Hall on May 7th
went with a swing; 51 people took
part and raised an awesome £415.
A big thank you to all the partici-
pants, Peter Peloe for the questions
and Pat and Sylvia for the bar and
the clearing up!

Quiz raises £415 June 6th service
PLease note that, due to Alan

Budgen  having been  ill,  Sunday
June 6th’s St Nicholas Hinxworth
Parish Eucharist will be at 11.30 am
and  not at the usual time of 10 am.

Cello and Piano Recital
Catherine Wilmers and Dame

Thea King will present a recital of
music by, among others, Beethoven,
Ireland, Schumann, Clarke and
Horrocks at 7.30 pm on Wednes-
day June 16th at Howgills, Friends
Meeting House, 42 South View,
Letchworth. Tickets, £10 (£8 con-
cessions), to include fruit punch and
biscuits, from Graham Kingsley,
phone 01462 730490.

Evening Garden Party
The Friends of Ashwell School

invite you to an evening garden
party to  be held at Plait Hall, 40
High Street, Ashwell (by kind per-
mission of Phillida Shaw) on Fri-
day June 25th at 7.30 pm. Tickets
£5.50 to include light buffet, avail-
able from Plait Hall or Ashwell
School, or phone 01462 742722 or
742529. There will be a raffle, and
a bar provided by the PTA. Enjoy a
summer evening and support your
local school.

Asparagus - last call?
It may still be worth while call-

ing Thorn’s Farm, New Inn Road
to see if they have any asparagus left
- phone 01462 742488.

Ashwell School Fun Day
School meadow Saturday June 12th 2 - 6 pm

The attractions will include a fantastic huge
inflatable slide, delicious barbecued “Crumps”
hotdogs and burgers, splash time in the swimming
pool, stalls by Year 6, tombola with prizes for
adults and children, giant balloon release to start
balloon race, face painting, traditional Punch and
Judy Show, beer tent and soft drinks and a penalty
shoot-out competition.

can you help?
This is a major fundraising event for our school
and help is needed manning attractions with
tombola prizes. If you can help in any way please
contact Lesley Beeson on 01462 742819 or Sarah
Griffin on 01462 742736. Thanks.



Hinxworth Parish Council

Hinxworth and Edworth WI

Last call for Hever

Time is running out if you want to join a coach trip to  Hever Castle
- a great day out for all the family, a fantastic traditional castle complete
with moat and mazes - approximate cost £15 per person. Sylvia Scales
has ordered a larger  coach and needs a few more takers  to fill it. The
excursion is on Wednesday August 25th. More  details are available
from Sylvia Scales on 01462 742505.

seven centuries of history
Hever Castle, with a history stretching back over seven centuries, was
the childhood home of Anne Boleyn (1507-1536), writes our historic
buildings correspondent Partick Frobes. Her family added the Tudor manor
house within the castle walls in about 1500. King Henry VIII wooed
Anne at Hever but later gave the castle to his fourth wife Anne of Cleves.
A portrait of Catherine Parr was recently unveiled by historian David
Starkey and hangs in the Queen’s Chamber.

millions spent by Astor
American millionaire William Waldorf Astor bought Hever in 1903 and
set about an extensive and expensive restoration. The castle is a treasure
house of paintings and antiques.

There are two self-service restaurants, a gift garden and book shops.
The grounds hold much of interest: a 35 acre lake; a Tudor herb garden
and the Italian garden with statuary dating from Roman times. There is
a yew maze as well as topiary and a water maze.

The May meeting took place in the Village Hall on 6th May.
Village Hall:
Rewiring:- After recent remedial work on the electrics in the Vil-

lage Hall it appears there may be a need for a complete refurbishment
of the wiring and electrical system including heating, lighting and the
siting of fuse boxes. It was therefore agreed that Graham Swallow, Elec-
trical Contractor, would be approached by Dr Martin Hoffman to pro-
vide an independent report on the state of the system, this would also
incorporate the additional requirement of the car park lighting. On
receiving  the report the works would then be put out to tender, subject
to any planning permission required. It is hoped the above works, if
required, could be completed in such a way they would require little
alteration when the building of the Village Hall commences.

Refurbishment of the Village Hall:- David Osmond joined the
meeting to discuss with the Councillors the way forward now the re-
cent application for funds to some 62 organisations had received a nega-
tive response. He told the meeting the refurbishment should not be
done ‘in a bits and pieces’. Both he and Geoff Burrows had agreed this
would be counter productive and incur further costs. One of the ways
forward was take out a loan for the half the £120K , the approximate
figure required after taking into account the funds already raised or
promised of around £15.5K. Andrew Young told the Annual Parish
meeting no grants would be available until the Village raised funds.
This would then be matched on a pound for pound basis. It appears
therefore approximately £60K has to be raised by the Village. The con-
sensus of opinion is for a loan to be taken out to provide the funds
which would then be matched by grants hopefully of £60K. David
Osmond agreed to provide the business case and the cost of borrowing
over, say, 10 years. Harry King said  the Parish Council cannot request
funding until they had firmed-up figures. In the meantime the Parish
Council requires its powers to borrow funds defined from N.H.D.C.
The Parish Council suggested there may be the possibility of  selling
the Village Hall and its site to fund a new Village Hall on part of the
existing recreation ground/car park. The meeting thought this may be
a possible way forward if all else fails.

      Planning.Bury End, Ashwell Road, Hinxworth. Two storey side
extension. The Planning Sub-committee met on site on May 9th and
have no objections to the Planning Application but asked the Planning
Department N.H.D.C to bear in mind the recent building that had
taken place at Bury End and the impact it had on  near neighbours.
Victor Garling declared an interest and left the meeting.

      Recreation Ground. ROSPA:- Annual Inspection to take place
in June. Tennis Court:- Annual subscriptions now due. To remain at
£22.00 per family.

     Highways. Speedsign. Victor Garling notified the meeting he is
continuing to monitor the Vehicle Activated Speed Sign as he enters
the Village. It appears to have an intermittent fault in regulating the
speed of traffic.Highway Maintenance Chapel Street and Francis Road:-
The Chapel Street drainage is underway. Andrew Young has notified
Paul Hazley of the flooding in Francis Road. A response is awaited. Pot
Holes.The Ashwell Road is in a terrible state with potholes, cracks and
in a generally poor condition.

     Bury End Pond. Current Position:- The Parish Council is still
waiting for the statements from local people on their recollection of the
ownership of Bury End Pond. Due to the recent death of John Sheldrick
these were delayed. Simon Marlow hopes to be able to report back at
the next meeting.

  (continued on page 3, columns 1 and 2)

Our Resolutions meeting on 13th May provoked some interesting
discussion on this year’s topics - that the WI would campaign against
the Traffic in Women and Children, the introduction of GM crops in
this country, and would support continued funding for Air Ambulances.
We voted in favour of these resolutions and our votes will contribute to
the discussions at the Annual General Meeting of the National WI.

quiz - a puzzlement
After all that mental effort we relaxed over tea and cakes, only to be
spurred into exercising the little grey cells again to take part in a musical
quiz devised by Village Voice’s editor.   This caused a great deal of hilarity
and puzzlement but we did our best to answer all 35 questions!

Next month Ex-Wpc Pennington will give a talk.   Please note that
this meeting will be held in St. Nicholas Church, Hinxworth, at 7.45
pm, as the Village Hall is otherwise engaged.
Annette Forbes



    Green Lane:- Responses to date are from Richard Floyd of Edworth
Parish Meeting also Ashwell and Dunton Parish Councils have replied
subsequently.

     Any Other Business:- Jacks House New Inn Road:- Lesley Boast,
Environmental Officer N.H.D.C., has notified the Parish Council the
house is locked and it is not proving to be a health hazard. N.H.D.C.
have the property on their empty housing list. The Councillor’s hoped
to obtain copy probate to find the owner of the property.

    Chairman 2004/2005:- Dr Martin Hoffman agreed to take on
the 2004/05 tenure as Chairman of the Parish Council officially with
effect from the June meeting

    The Cottages High Street:- A number of residents in the area are
still concerned about the portacabin, builder’s rubbish and dumped car
at the rear of the cottages.

    Date of the next meeting:  3rd June 2004. Everyone welcome.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Council Jamie Crocker was born and brought up in Hinxworth in the house

‘Fir Trees’ in Chapel Street. “Half way through my A levels at Knights
Templar School, I left school and started work in graphic design. After
about three years I thought maybe it hadn’t been the wisest thing to
do.” I went  to Stevenage College and signed up for an evening class. I
passed my English A level and on the basis of that was accepted by
North London Polytechnic in Kentish Town.

horrendous overdraft
I studied for three years to get my degree and I came out with a horren-
dous overdraft and I thought, ‘how am I going to clear this quickly? I
know, I’ll go and work in a design studio.’ I started off in Paddington,
moved across to the City and then bounced across to the epicentre of
design in the 80s, Soho. Why graphic design?  I suppose I always a had
a bent for it. My father was an artist and it just seemed the natural thing
to do. There wasn’t any strong urge to do it but working in a studio
appealed to me.”

moved back to Hinxworth
“I met Debbie at a design practice in Paddington. She had trained as an
exhibition designer. We  married in 1986 while  we were living  in Lon-
don. One day we were sitting in the Three Horseshoes while visiting my
parents. We decided that we’d had a bellyful of London  so we moved to
Stotfold.  I met this old friend who helped set me up in partnership with
him in Letchworth. That worked very well for ten years. My mother
died in 1991, two years into that partnership. Debbie and I moved back
here to be with my father. I split amicably with my business partner and
started working on my own here five years ago.”

What sort of work does Jamie do? “All sorts, ranging from small
logos and posters for local companies to work with Eurostar, anything
that can be designed on a computer (Apple Mac) for print.”

better than working for a living
Jamie and Debbie have two children, Ben 11, and Chloe 8. Debbie
works part time at Stevenage Museum. Jamie enjoys cycling, reading,
going to the pub. “I like cooking, and I do ironing. Future plans and
dreams? Working for yourself from home is a bit isolating. I’d like to
move out and release the front room, turn it into a dining room and
maybe share some office space. Not necessarily with someone in the
same trade. Commuting wouldn’t be bad, apart from the horrendous
cost. I’d have time to read. Graphic design is never  9 to 5 but it’s better
than working for a living, although at times you wouldn’t say so, stuck in
front of this screen going stir crazy with your eyes popping out.”

“The best thing about living in Hinxworth is the community. That
was summed up last year by the party in the park. Hinxworth is just the
right size. Everyone who wants to, knows each other.”

Artista 01462 743421 email: jamie.crocker@virgin.net

Jamie’s Design(continued from page 2)

Visit the orchid show
Baldock Horticultural Society is organising a visit to the Newbury

International Orchid Show at Newbury Showground on Saturday June
26th. Readers of Village Voice are cordially invited to join this trip,
which, we are assured, will be a fantastic day out. Not only will there be
a massive display of orchids from a total of 75 exhibitors, with some
coming from Taiwan and Brazil but also numerous other attractions.
There will be antiques, floral displays, hobbies, crafts, horses and rare
breeds, poultry, bands, vintage vehicles and a Bonsai section.

“easy” orchids for sale
Many “easy” orchids will be available for purchase with plenty of advice
from exhibitors to ensure successful growing at home. Many orchids can
be cultivated on a window-sill giving pleasure for many months.

bargain tickets
Tickets for this trip will cost £14 (concessions £12), excellent value for
what promises to be a fascinating day. The coach will leave Baldock Com-
munity Centre at 8.45 am, and arrive back there between 6 and 6.30
pm. Tickets available from Angela Camp on 01462 893418 or Pat Gray
on 01462 896250.

Baldock Horticultural Society meets on the third Wednesday of every
month at Brandles School at 8 pm. More details from Pat Gray on
01462 896250.

Alex and Duncan set Fair

Alex Fair, daughter of Reggie and Janet Fair of Chapel Street,
Hinxworth, married Duncan Moss of Battersea, South London on Sat-
urday May 22nd in Ashwell Church. Alas, St Nicholas Church Hinxworth
couldn’t hold the number of guests. The newlyweds were driven to the
reception  in Geoff Burrows’ 1934 Lanchester.



On the
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Thursday June 3rd 2 pm Toddlers’ Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday June 6th 11.30 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday June 13th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday June 20th 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday June 27th 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday July 4th 10 am Morning Prayer, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

how to contact me
My phone number is 01462 425224 (mid to long term problems) Royston
Police phone number is 01763 249249 (if you have suffered a crime or
need Police within a couple of hours) 999 (for immediate response if you
have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing)

PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.

Church services

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd, 01462-742015, e-mail:patrickforbes@waitrose.com

We have had a few complaints about dogs roaming loose, if you do
take your dog for a walk please keep it under control. You are responsible
for your dog’s actions.

added value
As your lawns and hedgerows start to grow and will need cutting it will
increase the bounty on your lawn mowers and hedge trimmers. The crimi-
nal element of our society will be looking at stealing these items.

secure that shed
 The majority of these people are basically lazy - that is why they are
crooks - and simple security will save you the problem of dealing with
such an incident. By simple security I mean good padlocks locks and a
security light. Security lights are very good. In the past when I have been
on drug raids, there is nothing more off-putting than sneaking round the
back of a house and being illuminated by a great big security light. An
easy way to alarm a shed is with an alarm working off a PIR. If you install
a PIR in your shed (a light that comes on when you walk up to it) just
take off another supply and wire it into an alarm (must be a low power
alarm, and the right type of PIR). Hide a switch, and turn it on before
you go to bed or go out.

mobile police station dates
The Mobile Police Station will be outside Ashwell Post Office on Thurs-
day June 10th and June 24th from 8.30 am until 11.00 am.        

Fun Day Cancelled
Due to various and unforeseen

circumstances St Nicholas Fun Day
on June 27th has had to be can-
celled. Watch this space for the date
of our Harvest Supper.

Soup Lunch
Hinxworth’s celebrated monthly

soup lunch will be held at the Vil-
lage Hall on Friday June 11th from
1230 until 2 pm. If you haven’t yet
sampled the range of delicious soups
and puddings, it’s time you did.

Free step-ladder
Good home wanted for a

wooden step ladder displaced by
one of those vulgar aluminium jobs.
Closed height 4’ 6”, Opened out,
top step 2’ 8” above ground.  Inter-
ested? Please contact Patrick Forbes
on 01462 742015.

Baroque Concert
Trio Cantabile, Irene Cooper

(soprano), Nicholas Durcan (harp-
sichord) and Catherine Wilmers
(cello) will give a concert on Thurs-
day July 15th at 7.30 pm. There will
be music by Bach, Handel and
Haydn, the Adagio by Albinoni,
Bach’s Sonata in D for cello and
harpsichord, Partita no.1 for solo
harpsichord, and arias  from the
Wedding Cantata and from Alex-
ander’s Feast by Handel.
early booking advised

Tickets £10 (£8 concessions) to in-
clude a glass of wine in the interval,
from Graham Kingsley, The Brew
House, Radwell, Baldock, Herts,
phone 01462 730490. Early book-
ing is advised as  seats are limited in
Radwell’s 12th century church.

Milburn visits pub

A  fibreglass copy of a statue of
the famous footballer Jackie Milburn,
executed by Hinxworth sculptor John
Mills, has been given to the Three
Horseshoes, Hinxworth.

Teddy Bears Picnic
 The Teddy Bears will be hold-

ing a picnic and tea in aid of
Amaloid Research at Orchard Bun-
galow, Edworth on Sunday July 4th
from 4 pm until 7 pm. Do come!

Hinxworth’s Best Kept Secret Place
The early morning sun was streaming through the windows and

making patterns on the newly decorated walls. Outside, the birds were
singing and the smell of freshly mown grass was wafting through the
open door. There were beautiful flowers on the window sills and handi-
work from villagers past and present adorns the interior.One could have
been a million miles away from the  stress of modern life. Why then, in
a place as magical as this, were only ten of us there?

find peace and tranquillity
Where is this secret place where you can take a step back, find some
peace and tranquillity, or be uplifted by its sheer simplicity and agelessness.
Well, it’s walking distance from nearly every house in Hinxworth. You
only have to follow the sound of the bells on a Sunday morning and you
too can experience all of these things and have elevenses as well. Why
not come and see for yourself, St. Nicholas Church, 10am. Sundays.
You never know, you may want to return again and ...... again! 
 

Stitch in time

Yvonne Tookey cutting out
Christmas stockings for her grand-
children at a  “Sew Easy” session at
Farrowby Farm Mondays 2-4 pm.
All welcome,  and tea is provided

Tesco vouchers
Please check to see if you have

any Tesco “Computers for Schools”
vouchers. If you have, please send
them to Ashwell School before the
end of June so that they can be used
before the scheme finally ends.


