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Crazy hair raises £116

Children and teachers at Ashwell School used a crazy hair day on
February 6th to raise money for the work of the United Nations
Childrens’ Emergency Fund around the world. Participants arrived at
school with a variety of hair styles and colours, and paid 50p for the
privilege. More seriously children learned about problems faced by peo-
ple in Ghana and Vietnam who are short of clean water, something we
take for granted. Money raised during the day and across the country
will be applied to communities in need of clean water in both countries.

Village Hall Funding Update
 63 applications have now been mailed out to selected Charitable

Trusts and Foundations that specialise in helping village halls raise funds
for extension and refurbishment.

Each application pack consists of a 5-page document detailing
Hinxworth Village Hall’s history, organisation, activities, fund raising
plans and a detailed breakdown of the work to be carried out, together
with individual costing. A plan of the proposed new building was also
included with a copy of our latest audited accounts.

The Charities and Trusts targeted include The Carnegie U.K. Trust,
Lloyd’s TSB, The Goldsmiths’ Company’s Charities, Sainsbury Trust. A
full list of the charities contacted can be obtained from Michael Baim or
David Osmond.

Once again our grateful thanks to Geoff Burrows for help with com-
piling the paperwork and arranging the 63 presentation packs.

Use it or lose it

librarian Sheila Howell and driver Roger Waterfield
Every other Monday the mobile library visits our villages (sorry,

Edworth), and the more people use it  the better. Your Editor was amazed
to find what a varied selection of books is carried on the lorry. Well over
1000 titles are to be found: biographies; crime; adventure; romance;sagas.
There are large print books, audio books, videos. There are reference
books to be consulted and if you’re stuck for a birthday or other gift, they
sell book tokens too. “There are no fines for late return at the moment,”
said librarian Sheila Howell, “but when the system is computerised there
will be. We’re very good at recommending books, and any book can be
requested for a fee of 75p. The best thing about the work is meeting
people,” she added, “especially the housebound. Sometimes we’re the
only people they see.” Sheila has been a librarian for almost19 years.

Roger Waterfield has been driving the library for three years and en-
joys time for a chat. “The more people use the library the better,” he
said, adding,”drag them in off the streets. The library calls every other
Monday at the High Street near Francis Road, Hinxworth from 12 until
12.25 pm, at The Cuckoo, Ashwell Road from 1.35 until 1.45, and on
The Green at Newnham from 2.45 until 3.10. There are rumours that
once the system is computerised, the mobile library will lose its librarian.

 
 
 in Hinxworth Village Hall at 8 pm on March 27th - well just an excuse
for a party actually... £5 for a live band and a disco and a bar and nibbles
- a bargain if you ask me!  Tickets: Sylvia Scales, phone 01462 742505.
Bring all your friends. All proceeds will go to the VH refurbishment fund

Party in the Park  Summer Solstice night June 19th, Local bands,
bar and an all round great evening’s entertainment all to be had from
your own deckchair - so don’t book anything else - you can’t say you
didn’t know. Tell your friends what a fantastic event it was last year and
let’s make it even better this year!

Mad March Hare Party



Hinxworth Parish Council
The February meeting took place in the Village Hall on  5th Feb.

Village Hall. Lighting:– After the last two appeals in the Village
Voice for volunteers to help with the car park lighting there were no
persons forthcoming. This therefore leaves the Parish Councillors and
John Cheney to undertake the work. Peter Norman has kindly agreed
to help with the installation.  14 February was proposed for a start  on
the project.Late volunteers please ring me on 01767-313766.

Planning. Dewmead Farmhouse:– The Parish Council Planning
sub-committee visited the site. It was agreed there were no objections
to the planning application for a music room, therefore Alan Breckon
N.H.D.C. has been notified of the Parish Council’s decision.

Recreation Ground.  Play Area & Outdoor Youth Provision
Strategy:– This document has been received by the Parish Council from
N.H.D.C. detailing the  policy for Children’s Outdoor Play Space. The
Parish Council has responded to N.H.D.C.’s request of ‘interest’ with
the proviso that the subject would be discussed at the Annual Parish
Meeting 29 April. (Please make a diary-note of the date). Should you
require a copy of the document please let me know.

Highways. Speedsigns:– The Parish Council received one tel-
ephone call and one letter of concern regarding the siting of the Vehicle
Speedsign. The Council has requested  Hertfordshire Highways for de-
tails of their criteria for the siting of Speedsigns.

watch your step
New Inn Road & High Street:– The verges are in a very poor state and
require repair. There is also a manhole cover missing near the Pub. Hert-
fordshire Highways have been notified but in the meantime please be
very careful.

Green Lane:–Brioney Whittle, Team Leader/Access Officer from
Hertfordshire County Council attended the meeting to provide infor-
mation and advice on the issue of Green Lane.The main points are as
follows:– (i) The Hertfordshire part of Green Lane is already a
BOAT (Byway Open to All Traffic)

          (ii) Bedfordshire County Council are reviewing the clas-
sification of the Bedfordshire part of Green lane. If the historical evi-
dence from maps and archive material shows that Green lane was origi-
nally used by horse drawn vehicles, current legislation requires that it
be reclassified as a BOAT.

                (iii) However, a change in this legislation is likely in or-
der to protect public rights of way like Green Lane from 4WDs. But
when enacted this legislation will not be retrospective. So if the whole
of Green Lane becomes a BOAT in the near future, as seems likely, this
cannot be reversed at a later date..

              (iv) A ‘Traffic Regulation Order’ (TRO) involving speed
restriction and width restriction could be used to control and even pre-
vent vehicles using Green Lane. Also the highly dangerous entrance
and exit for any traffic using Green Lane at the Dunton Road end
could well lead to a ban on vehicle access. But properly documented
evidence is required to bring about a TRO.

               (v) Environmental damage caused by vehicles to Flora and
Fauna, Ancient Woodland, S.S.S.I.  etc can also be used as a method of
control. The Parish Council is still looking at the way forward on this
and hopes to have further news in next month’s Village Voice.

don’t miss the annual meeting
The next Parish council meeting is on 4th March at 8p.m. P.C. Marina
will attend so if you have any questions or concerns for him to address
please be there. Just another reminder of the Annual Parish Meeting 29
April at 8p.m. Andrew Young and Ian Simpson will attend.
Wendy Kitchener - Clerk to the Parish Council

Music - booked by Chris
Don’t know how or where to

book that chamber ensemble, that
blues singer, that jazz combo or
classical harpist? I didn’t until Chris
Sheldrick told me about his ven-
ture, Chris Sheldrick Manage-
ment. “I decided to set up an
agency a few months ago. I
thought that there was enough of
a demand for good musicians and
ensembles to play at weddings and
functions and that it was worth

To celebrate the fact that this branch of the WI is still fit and well on
its 67th birthday an Olympic theme was chosen for the party.   This
gave all those who came a wide choice of dress – some in track suits and
trainers, some in ancient Greek attire, some as spectators or Games
Officials!    The dinner was deliciously Greek and the decoration of the
hall almost transformed it into a stadium – well, there was a podium
and a running track anyway!    The entertainment was provided by Ian
Pearce, a well known jazz pianist who played guests’ requests superbly.
At the end of the evening all the members were presented with gold
medals on ribbons.   However, I suspect that they didn’t last long as
they were made of chocolate.

Next month, on 11th March at 7.45 pm a WPC from Stevenage
will talk about her work, but not too seriously.   If you haven’t been
before, do come and join us.  You will be very welcome.

Annette Forbes

Hinxworth and Edworth WI

setting up a website to showcase them. It seems to have taken off.” What
sort of talent can he offer? “I’ve tried to get as diverse a range as possible.
A lot of people doing the same as I do, simply list everything they can
find whereas I’ve got one of everything. So I have a jazz band, a blues
band, a string quartet, a vocal ensemble to try and cover whatever peo-
ple could possibly want.”

visit www.csmusic.co.uk
How has it gone so far? “Very well, it was a bit quiet over the Christmas
period but I’ve been so busy recently meeting all the requests I’ve had
that I’m going to stick at it.” The website is www.csmusic.co.uk

crying in the aisles
What has been the most popular act so far? “Without doubt the Motown
band because everyone likes the sound of party classics, and I get far
more requests for them than for anyone else, after them the blues band
and the string quartet. At the moment people are booking for weddings
but later on they’ll be working on Christmas parties. At a week’s notice I
was able to provide a classical guitarist and a tenor to perform a piece at
a wedding which hadn’t even been published. They were crying in the
aisles so it obviously had the desired effect. It’s quite nice to be able to do
the unexpected for people.”

supplying the best
How much would I have to pay, say. for a string quartet? “Six hundred
pounds. My policy is to give people the very best, which is why I have
only one of everything on the website to try and maintain a reputation
for doing that. I hope that I will be able to expand the areas I’m covering
so I have a big classical side and a big function side,  establish a reputa-
tion and be one of the biggest in the country.”
We send our condolences to the Sheldrick family on the death of  John Sheldrick,
the news of which came as we went to press.



Geoff - Cake Baker

At last year’s auction of promises, Geoff Fiddler was the successful
bidder to bake a cake with Kathy Eddell. Geoff chose to make a Christ-
mas cake and attended three cake making sessions to complete the cake.
At the first he made butterfly cakes and the Christmas cake. At the
second lesson Geoff marzipanned the cake. On the third Geoff made a
chocolate cake for Sharon and iced his Christmas cake.

don’t let Geoff loose in the kitchen!
Several people warned Kathy before the cookery lessons. “I wouldn’t let
Geoff loose in my kitchen,” said his wife Sharon. Kathy wasn’t perturbed
by this - she sees it all while teaching Food Technology. Geoff was a
perfect pupil and took to cake making like a duck takes to water. He
didn’t cause chaos in the kitchen and nothing was damaged! Geoff was
delighted with his cake which was superbly made, thanks to Kathy’s help.
“She’s a good teacher,” said Geoff.

We are now into our second month of the ‘Sew Busy’ group and
attendance has fluctuated between four and seven.

horrible little jobs done
Feedback has been really good. A lot of horrible little jobs have been
completed including repairing, sewing on of buttons and ironing! Carol
said John thought she was mad when she set off with the ironing but is
now delighted to find everything repaired & pressed. Janet M. has fin-
ished her mother’s tapestry, started years ago and Marianne is on her
second project having completed knitting teddies for charity.

all welcome
Don’t forget we meet every Monday from 2pm at the Hat Tricks Studio,
Farrowby Farm. All are welcome to join us for a cuppa, as well as doing
something useful at the same time.

Viv Hughes

Clare England (Finnimore) from Caldecote is a founder member of
this conductorless string ensemble, which is now in its 23rd year. Formed
at the Guildhall School of Music in London while the players were still
students, it went on to win the “Jeunesses Musicales International Com-
petition for string orchestras” in Belgrade. Since then they have given
concert tours all over the UK, Europe, India, North Africa, Asia, Canada
and the USA, making their Carnegie Hall debut in 1991 to rave
reviews.They have made regular broadcasts here on BBC Radio 3, they’ve
been on “Blue Peter” and “Omnibus” and recorded many CD’s with
RCA and are currently recording with Hyperion.

a feast of music
This April’s Wigmore Hall concert includes Mozart’s Adagio & Fugue,
Grieg’s Holberg Suite, the wonderful Notturno and Serenade by Dvorak
and also features the group’s leader Robert Salter playing Schubert’   s
Rondo for solo violin and strings.

local transport arrangements
Transport is being planned depending on numbers. Tickets for the con-
cert are £16, £14, £12 and £10 with a 10% discount for groups of 10 or
more. So the more local people sign up, the better!

good food and wine
There is a very good wine bar and restaurant at the Wigmore Hall so if
you would like to enjoy some beautiful music, a glass of wine or two and
no parking worries please phone Clare England as soon as possible for

Concert by Guildhall Strings

It really is sew easy

by reporters: Rupert Tillbrooke & Alexander Hawes, aged 9.
Our men were greeted warmly yesterday as they arrived back after

their battle against Darius and the whole Persian army at Marathon
Bay. The Greeks attacked the Persians in a formation called the Pincer.
“We were outnumbered 9,000 to 100,000 and for a minute it looked as
bad as ever,” claimed an Athenian soldier today.

marathon runner Pheidippides
 While we celebrate our victory, claims that our runner Pheidippides

ran all the way to Sparta and back, are coming in. But they were having
a religious festival and they would not come for another five days when
there was another full moon, but they would come round for a cup of
tea and some cheese and biscuits later!

more information on 01462 743 792. Ticket booking at Wigmore Hall
starts on March 1st.

from The Daily Athens (Ashwell School edition)

Greeks thrash Persians bigtime at Marathon Bay

Wigmore Hall, London. 2nd April, 7.30pm
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On the
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Church services

Computer problems?
I will try and solve any problems,
large or small. £20 per hour. Victo-
ria Scales: phone 01462 742505.
There will be no charge for insolu-
ble  problems.

Sunday 7th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 14th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Thursday 18th 2 pm Toddlers’ Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 21st 10 am Mothering Sunday Family Service St Nicholas
Sunday 28th 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

   10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday April 4th Palm Sunday Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas

Palm Sunday
Heidi the

donkey will
again  be
leading our
Palm Sunday
p r o c e s s i o n
through the
village to
Church on
April 4th.

We have had a few thefts from motor vehicles in some villages in the
North Herts area. These charming people steal anything. So the simple way
to stop them is by not leaving valuables in your car.

renew that car tax or else....
From the start of the year the ‘car tax laws’ (vehicle excise licence) have been
changed as a friend of mine found out to his cost. You must obtain a current
tax disc for your vehicle before the old one expires. If you do not you will
receive a £80 fine, I think you may get this reduced to £40 on appeal. It does
not matter that the car may have been on private land since the end of the
last month, you will still get the fine. The only owner that will not attract a
fine will be people who have filled out the S.O.R.N. (Statutory off road
notice)

cash point danger
Beware of Cash points, there are people out there who have found a way to
hold your bank/credit cards in cash points. This is with an item called a
‘Lebanese Loop’; this is a small piece of plastic that is inserted into the cash
point (where you put your card). This then holds your card and when you
think it is stuck or has been retained by the bank the crook then arrives and
offers assistance and watches you put in your pin number again. This is after
they have suggested you have one more try at getting the machine to work.
You then leave to take issue with the bank and they withdraw your card and,
with the pin number, all your money. They will then normally spend the
proceeds over the next few weeks taking as much unprescribed medication
as they can. I have heard that there are cameras that are small enough to
watch people putting their pin numbers into cash points. So beware.

use your mobile police station
The  Mobile Police Station  will be parked opposite Ashwell post office on
the 2nd & 4thThursday of each month from 0830 until 1130.

My phone Number 01462 425224 (mid to long term problems) Royston
Police Phone Number 01763 249249 (if you have suffered a crime or need
Police within a couple of hours) 999 (for immediate response if you have just
suffered a crime and for Coursing)  paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

Farewell

Philip and Rosanna Lindsell
have moved from Edworth to
Axford in Wiltshire. Philip was
Churchwarden at St Nicholas.

Mike Diggle, his wife Sue and
their children Jonathan and Lizzie,
have moved to Biggleswade. Mike
was house for duty priest at St
Nicholas. We wish them, and the
Lindsells, well in their new homes.

Trip to Hever Castle
A real traditional castle, moat

and maze, home of Anne Boleyn.
Very romantic! Leaving the village
at 9am and arriving back about 6
on Wednesday 25th August 2004.
Cost of coach &  entry about
£15:50 (tell me if you’re entitled to
a senior / student/ child discount!!)

 All enquiries and bookings to
Sylvia Scales  01462 742505 places
limited to 33 - so book early to
avoid disappointment!
 

Please send all material, copy
and pictures, preferably by e-
mail (address at the foot of
this page) or to Village Voice,
18 Francis Road, Hinxworth
SG7 5HL by March  20th for
the April  2004 edition.

My Senses -a poem
I like the smell of sausages
 - they are nice to eat.
I like the taste of chocolate
 - it melts on my tongue.

Alexander Hepburn - aged 6

Toddlers’ service
We are sorry that we had to can-

cel February’s service  due to build-
ing work going on within St
Nicholas Church. March’s Toddlers’
service will be at 2 pm on Thurs-
day March 18th. All welcome.

Village lunch
March’s Village Lunch will be on

Friday March 12th from 12.30 pm
until 2 pm in Hinxworth Village
Hall. As usual stunning soups with
roll and butter will be on offer, to
say nothing of sparkling conversa-
tion, amazing puddings and tea or
coffee, all for £2. To be honest,
there’s no charge for the chat!

Why not join us as we meet at
Hinxworth Village Hall at 9.30 am?

Youth Club for Hinxworth
A deafening silence was the best response Hinxworth could make to

Nichola Watler’s plea for a youth club for the village published in Au-
gust’s Village Voice. She wrote then, “The village has clubs and societies
to suit every age group except mine. It would be really wicked if there
was a youth club for us.”  Surely a village that can hold fantastic parties,
raise hundreds if not thousands of pounds for charity can find a few
volunteers to work with our teenage youngsters to provide some enjoy-
able activities and pursuits? Nichola isn’t proposing some complicated
organisation. “Table tennis, football, rounders, cricket, trips to go bowl-
ing, skating. We need adults to help us lead activities, keep an eye on us
and be responsible for premises on a weekday evening,” she said. Not a
lot to ask, you might think. If you would be prepared to discuss the
possibilities, please ring Patrick Forbes on 742015.

Copy date


