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Village Hall Shock

After a recent electrician’s inspection of the circuits at
Hinxworth Village Hall, it was reported that the wiring could
not be passed as complying with safety standards. The elec-
trician had listed so many serious faults that he concluded
that the best and cheapest option would be to start from
scratch with a complete re-wiring and a new mains consumer
unit. This, of course, comes as a bit of a blow, as it would
take out a great deal of the refurbishment fund that has been
accumulated by the management committee, but do we have
any choice? Let’s have your views at the AGM in Hinxworth
Village Hall at 7.30 pm on April 29th.
David Osmond

copy date

With luck by now you’ve seen
and read your flyers! So come along
on the night or let me know in
advance (to ensure a favourable
position!) £5 per head, teams of up
to six. Friday May 7th 7:30pm at
Hinxworth Village Hall. Ring
Sylvia Scales on 01462 742505

Village Quiz Asparagus
By the time you read this, the

first asparagus may be ready to cut
at Thorns Farm in New Inn Road,
Hinxworth. If you would like to
play safe and ring Kate or William
Webber before setting out, their
number is 01462 742488. It’s
worth keeping an eye out for their
asparagus sign as you drive in to
Hinxworth on New Inn Road from
the A1. They plan to plant another
field with asparagus as the present
plants have maybe another three
years’ life left.

Edworth Quartet

The Edworth Quartet: Sophie
Barber and Elizabeth Wexler, vio-
lins, Clare Finnimore, viola and
Joely Koos, cello, will play works by
Beethoven, Haydn and Dvorak in
a concert at The Place, 18-20 Leys
Avenue, Letchworth at 8 pm on
May 5th. Tickets £10, concessions
£8, phone 01462 670788.

 
Thanks to all  eighty of you who came to our Mad March Hare Party,

it certainly seemed to go with a swing! Huge thanks of course to Charlie
Thackway and his band members and to Les Whitfield for DJ-ing and
hosting the evening. The music was great, the atmosphere very festive
and the dancing just went on and on! Thank you too for supporting the
bar and the raffle.   We made a profit of about £685 which is fantastic
and could not have happened without the generosity of the music mak-
ers of all sorts. There’ll be another party on the 30th October organised
by Chris Price for Hallowe’en, again for Hinxworth Village Hall funds.

Sylvia Scales
 

 
 

Hare raising result for Village Hall

We’ve just heard that Charlie
Thackway’s band will be playing
The Three Horseshoes on Friday
April 30th at 9 pm. Could be a riot!

Hinxworth Pub
riot?



Hinxworth Parish Council
The April Meeting took place in the Village Hall on 1st April
Policing Issues in Hinxworth and Rural Areas - P.C. Marina &

W.P.C. Penasa. Harry King (Chairman) thanked P.C. Marina and W.P.C.
Penasa for attending.He asked P.C. Marina  to address the Councillors
before the Parish Council meeting. Harry King went on to explain he
and the residents of Hinxworth were concerned over the police response
times to reported crime, the delay in being able to report crimes due to
recorded messages referring callers to further numbers. For example
calls to Royston then being transferred to Headquarters at Welwyn
Garden City, causing  undue delay in reporting crime.

P.C. Marina  stressed that the public must  report all crime.When
the crime was reported a log number should be obtained from the op-
erator/control room staff or whoever takes the call. This was crucial as
the Police couldn’t get out of their responsibility by saying they had no
record of the  crime. He was aware there was a problem with transfer-
ring the calls to Headquarters and the delay in getting through. All he
could suggest was to persevere and record any delay experienced when
the call was answered. Calls to the Police should be on 999 for life
threatening incidents, burglary, road traffic accidents and rape. Other
incidents to be reported to either P.C. Marina on 01462-425224 or
Royston Police Station 01763-249249.

W.P.C Penasa explained her role was the policing of the rural com-
munity. As her role was new to Hinxworth she felt she should make her
presence known to the residents.This should give some reassurance to
the Villagers and hopefully deter any criminal activity as her role in the
Village would be more high profile.

The Councillors had yet to be convinced the Police have the polic-
ing of rural areas under control. Hopefully with W.P.C Penasa’s further
involvement and P.C. Marina’s plans to be in regular contact with the
Parish Council there should be improvement. Harry King thanked P.C.
Marina and W.P.C. Penasa for attending.

Harry King opened the Council Meeting at 8.45p.m.
 Village Hall: Car Park Lighting:- Harry King in his capacity  as

Project Manager reported the lighting for the Car Park was on course
and would be completed by the Annual Parish Meeting 29 April. The
Village Hall Management Committee have installed two passive infra-
red lights on the side of the Village Hall. Tony Smyth reported a large
piece of plaster has come away at the back of Village Hall. The V.H.M.C.
have been notified.

Planning:- Gaynesford Chapel Street:- Removal of 6 poplar trees -
no objection. Hinxworth House New Inn Road:- Detached Double
Garage. The Parish Council planning sub-committee met on site 4 April.
After this meeting it was agreed there would be no objection to the
planning application.

Recreation Ground:- Grass Cutting:- The Parish Council has re-
ceived two quotes for the 2004 season grass cutting. David Granger
£44.50 per two weekly cut  and Acer Gardeners £50.00 per two weekly
cut. David Granger has been awarded the grass cutting contract on
cost. Hedge Trimming:-  The Councillors agreed the hedges around
the recreation Ground  required trimming.Tennis Court:- A request
has been received for the tennis court to be cleaned before the start of
the season. Harry King is to make arrangements for the hedge trim-
ming and tennis court cleaning to completed.

     Highways:- Speedsign:-This is now working. Victor Garling re-
ported the slowing of traffic as it entered the Village. No adverse reports
on the siting or the installation of the sign have been received from
Hinxworth residents. Highway Maintenance Chapel Street and Francis
Road:- The Chapel Street drainage programme is due to commence 22

continued on page 3, columns 1 and 2

Hinxworth Petanque

The Petanque team was formed in the mid ‘80s when the then pub-
licans of the Three Horseshoes, Nigel and Pat, decided to build a piste
in the back garden. A team was formed from various village members
plus some from outside and it was decided to play in the Greene King
League and as they were newcomers to the game they played in Divi-
sion 4. A year later I joined the team and Jamie and Debbie Crocker
from Chapel Street  taught me the game. The years passed and the team
changed due to family commitments and the moving out of the area of
some players. By this time my husband John was also a member of the
team. Slowly we moved up the league to 3rd Division playing the ‘Home’
games here in the pub garden on Monday evenings and ‘Away’ games in
the pubs of the area on whatever were their club nights.

The team today consists of 10 members from Hinxworth and the
surrounding area. We now play in Division 2 of the Lucas Software
League. In 2002 we extended the piste so that three games could be
played at once which means that the matches consisting of five games
did not go on after closing time!

The game of Petanque, played with boules, has grown a great deal
since the ‘80s. Winter games are now played from November to Febru-
ary on Sunday mornings by really hardy souls. The summer league runs
from April until September. There are around 32 teams in this area
alone. Many pubs have more than one team and play in more than one
league.  What could be better than a team of friends, a game and a
drink? If you would like to know more about Petanque or would like to
join us, please ring me on 01462 742602. Our first home match is on
Monday, April 26th.
Carol Cheney

Anne Hill throws a boule watched by Carol Cheney

Our Members’ Evening was much appreciated by the committee,
who didn’t have to do anything, and everyone was enthralled by John
Hurrell’s talk on his career in VIP Protection.   In the course of his work
he met many members of royalty, particularly those from the Middle
East and entertained us with accounts and anecdotes about his assign-
ments.   One of these involved a gift of a large consignment of pineap-
ples which caused some embarrassment as there was nowhere suitable
to store them.   The solution  - a large van – proved to be an excellent
opportunity for various people to illicitly remove them and sell them on
local markets!  A tasty supper and a Chinese raffle ended the evening.

Next month on 13th May it will be time to consider the Annual
Resolutions which concern GM Crops, Traffic in Women and Chil-
dren, and Air Ambulance funding.   Sylvia Scales will guide us through
these with her usual aplomb!    Hope to see you there.
Annette Forbes

Hinxworth and Edworth WI



How my WI Began
Once upon a time, in the ru-

ral backwater of North Hertford-
shire, 38 village ladies, wearing
their best hats, met in the old Sun-
day School Room and founded
the Hinxworth and Edworth
branch of the WI. The year was
1937. Members continued meet-
ing in the Sunday School Room,
warmed by a coke fire, and lit with oil lamps. In 1938 a donation was
made to the Rector towards installing electricity in the Room. The
subscription was 2 shillings and sixpence. Members had to be pro-
posed and seconded, and tea cost a penny a cup.

port and lemon for the ladies
At our first birthday party the newly formed Percussion Group played
and the Valeta was danced. Games played included musical chairs, pass
the balloon (by neck or knees). At one party Gwen Freeman won the
competition playing on comb and paper “Drink to me only with thine
eyes”. After several years members could bring husbands or gentleman
friends to the parties - beer was served for the men and port and lemon-
ade for the ladies.  We have always enjoyed a birthday cake - for over
fifty years made by one of our members. A traditional decoration for the
cake was a nosegay of snowdrops (our birthday is in February). During
food rationing members contributed fruit and other ingredients.

comforts for our boys
In 1938 the first WI outing was to the London Zoo, followed by tea at
Lyons Corner House. Members continued meeting throughout the war,
during which time socks were knitted for the Searchlight Battery at
Edworth, sewing cases with needles and cottons were made to send to
Holland, in response to a national appeal; parcels of socks, shaving soap,
cigarettes and sweets were sent to servicemen from Hinxworth.

Our WI was a centre for the preservation of fruit; from an alloca-
tion of 5 cwt of sugar,  members made 1062 pounds of jam, and re-
ceived a letter of thanks from Lord Woolton, the Minister of Food.

In the early years, as a result of members’ initiatives, the village benefitted
from a 30 mph speed limit (1939), street lighting (1945) and mains drain-
age - first proposed in 1950, it took nearly 40 years to arrive.

Drama has always played a large part, not only due to power cuts in
the middle of making tea! Plays were popular in the early days. Carol
singing, entertaining senior citizens have continued to be regular events.

For nearly 40 years a gift has been sent at Christmas to our link at
Port Pirie in Australia.

Meetings used to be more formal. We sang Jerusalem and the Na-
tional Anthem, read the minutes, discussed business, enjoyed speakers
and demonstrations. At social time we enjoyed home-made cake and
tea, and time to chat together.

67 years young
All these are the principles of WI and we are very proud that, 67 years
on, we have an active, caring, enthusiastic membership, made possible
for us by our grandmothers and aunts in 1937.

April. Despite emails, letters, telephone calls over the past twelve months
Paul Hazley denies all knowledge of the Francis Road flooding. All the
relevant information has been forwarded to Andrew Young for him to
deal with on behalf of the Parish Council. Pot Holes:- A large pot hole
in the Ashwell Road between the Church and Bury End and another in
the High Street at the junction with Chapel Street are proving a danger.
Hertfordshire Highways Rapid Response Team has been notified,

          Bury End Pond:- Current Position:- The Parish Council is
still waiting for the statements from the residents of Hinxworth regard-
ing their recollections of the ownership of Bury End Pond. Simon
Marlow was unable to attend the meeting so therefore his report is ex-
pected at the May meeting.

Green Lane:- Since writing last month to Edworth, Ashwell and
Dunton Parish Councils to pool resources over the issue of Green Lane,
the only response to date is from Richard Floyd of Edworth Parish
Meeting. Replies are awaited from Ashwell and Dunton Parish Coun-
cils. Therefore there is nothing further to report at the present time.

    Jacks House New Inn Road:- The rubbish, rats and other ani-
mals are creating a health hazard. This has been reported to N.H.D.C.
no action has yet been taken. The Environment Department at
N.H.D.C. has been notified again of the problem. This will be kept
under review to see if any action is taken by N.H.D.C.

        Chairman 2004/2005:- Harry King reminded the meeting that
his tenure as Chairman was due to cease at the end of March. He chaired
the April meeting  and hoped the new Chairman could be in place by
the May meeting.

      The Cottages High Street:- A number of residents in the area
are concerned about the portacabin, builders rubbish and dumped car
at the rear of the Cottages. Harry King agreed to discuss the problem
with the parties involved.

     Next meetings:  29th April, Annual Parish Meeting at 8 p.m.
6th May.Parish Council Meeting at 8 p.m. Everyone welcome.

Wendy Kitchener - Clerk to the Parish Council

by Jean Brown

continued from page 2

School can crush

Ashwell School now has its very own can crusher, thanks to a maths
competition entry right on the deadline. The school is one of just  40 in
Hertfordshire to win a crusher. Cans can be crushed into a fraction of
their original filled size, making them easier to transport for recycling.
As well as helping the children to appreciate the value of recycling and
caring for the environment, every can crushed attracts a small payment
to school funds. Congratulations to the children and to their geography
teacher Julie Benham.

Charlie Warren and Jake Butterworth crush the Editor’s can

Computer problems?
I will try and solve any problems,
large or small. £20 per hour. Vic-
toria Scales: phone 01462 742505.
There will be no charge for insolu-
ble  problems.

Soup Lunch
Hinxworth’s celebrated  soup lunch
will be  served on Friday May 14th
from 1230 until 2 pm in the Vil-
lage Hall. All welcome. Don’t miss
this social and gastronomic feast!



On the
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Sunday May 2nd 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday May 9th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
 Sunday May 16th 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Thursday May 20th 2 pm Toddlers’ Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
             7:30 pm  Communion, St Mary Magdalene,  Caldecote
Sunday May 23rd 8:30 am Holy Communion, StVincent, Newnham
                          10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday May 30th 9:45 am Benefice Eucharist, St Mary, Ashwell
Sunday June 6th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

how to contact me
My phone number is 01462 425224 (mid to long term problems)

Royston Police phone number is 01763 249249 (if you have suffered a
crime or need Police within a couple of hours) 999 (for immediate re-
sponse if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing)

PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.

Church services

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd, 01462-742015, e-mail:patrickforbes@waitrose.com

Party in the Park Saturday June 19th
    Musicians are needed for the entertainment and helpers needed

for serving food. If you are willing and able please phone Sylvia Scales
on 01462 742505

book your tickets now
  Now is the time to be thinking about your tickets to make this year an
even better ‘Do’ . More information will be available by the time you read
this so  please phone Sylvia on the above number as soon as possible. 

    The coach trip to Hever Cas-
tle is proving to be so  popular that
I have ordered a bigger coach -
please let me know if you are inter-
ested. Details of the day were pub-
lished in March’s Village Voice.

    It’s on Wednesday 25th August
leaving Hinxworth at  9am, return-
ing around 6pm, cost about £15. Tell
your friends, it’s open to all!

Sylvia Scales 742505

 
   

Hever Castle

There is only one crime to report this month. On Sunday 21st March
in the early hours of the morning a property in Hinxworth was targeted
by stones being thrown which  smashed the windows.

tack marking machine
Royston Police are currently in the process of purchasing a tack-mark-

ing machine for saddlery equipment. Once this is received, security for
such items will be greatly increased due to the marking giving an indi-
vidual identity number referring to a database that will be held by the
police. This way we will be able to keep track of any items lost or stolen
and carry out more checks should such property be found. We will up-
date you when this machine is available for use.

carelessness aids car thefts
We have been having a few vehicle thefts of late. Most vehicles that

are less than 10 years old have immobilisers fitted and without the keys
are almost impossible to steal unless you have been trained by the vehicle
manufacturer. PLEASE LOOK AFTER YOUR KEYS.

If a vehicle is stolen with the keys some insurance companies will not
pay out.

1) We have had a number of houses entered when the occupants
have been asleep. The offenders then steal keys for cars that are parked
on the drive.

2) When you fill your vehicle up with fuel please do not leave the
keys in it when you pay for the fuel. We do have a lot of vehicles stolen
in situations like this. It is a real gift for the thief -  they have the keys and
you have just filled it up with fuel.

mobile police station
The Mobile Police Station will be parked near Ashwell Post Office

from 0830 until 1130 on Thursday May 13th and 27th.

Valerie’s thanks
I’d like to thank all the friends

who sent letters and cards and mes-
sages of support from Hinxworth
and Edworth. They are a comfort
to me at this sad time.

 Donations have raised around
£400 for the Amaloid Centre in
memory of Tony. Thank you again
so much.
Valerie Bagnall, Edworth

Climb raises £1600
A huge thank you to all who

generously supported my climbing
of Mount Kilimanjaro and spon-
sored me in support of Keech Cot-
tage Children’s Hospice.Due to
your generosity I raised about
£1,600, a result with which I am
delighted. Thank you all very much.

Mark Jarman, Hinxworth

Ascension Day

Join us for Communion on As-
cension Day, May 20th, at 7.30 pm
in the ancient church of St Mary
Magdalene, Caldecote. This church
is used once a year, so it’s a rare
chance to visit  and worship there.

Were you mugged?
 To all those lovely people who

supported St. Nicholas Church by
buying our mugs: You will prob-
ably have noticed that the print of
the various Hinxworth sights on the
mugs disappeared gradually with
successive washings up!

We’ve now received a new de-
livery from the suppliers and are
assured that this assignment will
withstand the rigours of the wash-
ing up bowl or dishwasher.

 So if you are the owner of mugs
with vanishing print, come along
to 6 New Inn Road  with your old
ones and we’ll replace them all.
Gerald & Audrey Clare
 Telephone: 01462 742 820

Ashwell Youth Club will be open-
ing soon! Monday evenings at
Ashwell Village Hall, from age 11
upwards.We need you! Any volun-
tary help would be greatly appreci-
ated. We are also in need of soft
furnishings  and lockable cup-
boards. Do you have anything suit-
able that you may like to donate to
the Youth Club? If you can help in
any way contact Sarah Parkhouse,
Hertfordshire Association for Young
People, phone 01438 219045.
Membership of Ashwell Youth Club
will be open to  young people  from
all the surrounding villages.

Ashwell Youth Club

Dog walking service
Nicola Watler and Beth Price are pleased to annouce that their dog

walking service is up and running.  Charges range from 70p per dog for
a 15 minute walk to £1.50 per dog for a walk of between an hour and an
hour and a quarter. Times range from 4:30 pm to 8 pm, Monday to Friday,
and from 11 am until 8pm at weekends. Contact Beth on 01462 742403
and Nicola on 01462 742247 for bookings and details.


