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Fireworks at Hinxworth
Ashwell School PTA invite you to their annual fireworks display on

Hinxworth Recreation Ground on Saturday November 6th. Hot dogs
and drinks will be available from 6 pm and the display will begin at 6.30
pm. Admission, at last year’s prices, Family Ticket (2 adults and 2 chil-
dren) £15, adults £5 and children £3. Tickets available in advance from
Ashwell School or on the night

Hinxworth Village Supper
Saturday November 27th 7:30 for 8pm

Tickets  £12.50 available from  November 1st from Linda Croton
743853 or behind the bar at the pub! Entertainers and helpers still needed
- what can you do to help your Village Hall? Please remember tickets for
this sell out very quickly!!
 

VILLAGE HALL
REFURBISHMENT

Geoff Burrows has kindly provided the Financial Plan for the refur-
bishment of the Village Hall. He and David Osmond  passed  the figures
to the Parish Council prior to their meeting on October 7th.

Having obtained a realistic figure of £155K for the build element,
Geoff added in contingencies of £15k making the total refurbishment
figure of £170K. It must be noted here this figure is on the generous side
and it is expected that the final figure may come in marginally lower.

The figure is also based on the project commencing in April or early
May 2005 with the build time being six months, and completion by
October 2005. So what’s the bottom line? Build cost =£170K less gifts,
functions and appeals to 30 April 2005= say £68K (Village Hall Man-
agement Committee Figure) Therefore the amount to be funded =£102K.
£50K loan is already pledged, the remaining £52K to be found (funded
by a loan). Therefore £102K has to be repaid but how?

By an increase on the Council Tax (on the precept) as discussed at the
Open Meeting on September 16th. The figures are as follows for the
approximate additional charge per annum over 10 years.

BAND D = £92.16  BAND E = £112.68 BAND F = £133.08
BAND G = £153.60 BAND H = £ 184.32
Whilst these figures may seem onerous it must be remembered there

will be ongoing fund raising, trawls of organisations for funds, further
grants. Basically the more funds raised by other means the quicker the
loans will be paid off. To decrease the loans on an ongoing basis will
therefore decrease the additional cost on the Council Tax. The outstand-
ing loan will be regularly reviewed.

what next?
A referendum is being seriously considered and the plans are being put in
place for it to go ahead. The factors now to be considered:-1.How to
arrange the referendum? The Legal Department of North Herts District
Council is to advise. 2.When will it take place? 3. The Parish Councillors,
having arranged the £102K loan, are not personally liable for its repay-
ment. 4. The outcome of the referendum will be mandatory on all
Hinxworth residents. 5. To analyse the number of Edworth residents and
calculate their contribution to the Village Hall refurbishment.

The Parish Council has now discussed all the above issues. They will
be able to address them more adequately in November when they should
have an updated feasibility study and the business plan.

updates and help
Updates will be published on a regular basis in  Village Voice. As you
know Les Whitfield has volunteered his services for fund raising. He re-
quires assistance. Anyone wishing to help, please contact Les. If there is
anything you would like to discuss regarding the above  as we move for-
ward please do not hesitate to contact me 01767-313766.  I will endeav-
our to find the answers as soon as possible. We are all in this together
learning as we go. Communication and input are invaluable.

Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

Ladies, You are invited to ‘Weekenders’
Clothes you love to live in.

Village Hall Tuesday November 9th.
10am-12pm.    2-4pm.   7-9pm.

Weekenders is a fabulous range of easy to wear clothes for today’s
woman: elegant, mix and match coordinates that look good anywhere.

An independent coordinator invites you to come and view and try
on the clothes with no obligation to buy. However, 15% of total sales
will go to the Village Hall Refurbishment Project. So if you are looking
for that special outfit to take you over the Christmas period or post
Christmas holiday why not come join us for coffee or tea at one of the
timed sessions? Please phone 01462 743227 for your invitation.



A visit to Gibraltar Barn, near the village of Everton, is well worth-
while, especially if accompanied by  silent prayers of thanksgiving for
those who, like Violette Szabo, flew  from there, not knowing if they
would ever see Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire again.

May they rest in peace, and rise in glory.

 
The Ceilidh was a fantastic success on all fronts! Grateful thanks 

from the management committee to all who worked so hard to make it
such a success: the band of course, David  and Marianne Osmond for
their sterling work manning the bar all evening, Viv Hughes and Yvonne
Tookey (whose idea it was), Carol Cheney, Michael Baim and Sylvia
Scales for setting up and  clearing etc and Linda Croton for selling the
raffle tickets. We made £1150 profit which was amazing and we know
you all enjoyed yourselves. Thanks too to Rosemary and David Smyth
for  the loan of their barn which is, of course, a wonderful venue!
 

You raised £1150 We will rem

It doesn’t look much - but
from this barn near
Tempsford Airfield, flew the
small aircraft used to drop
members of the Resistance
into German occupied coun-
tries during the second world
war. We visited it while on a
Village Walk last month. In-
side the barn there are lists
of those agents who kitted up
here before flying into dan-
ger, some, like Violette
Szabo, never to return. There
are photographs, faded pop-
pies placed by those who are

Gibraltar Barn

part of the display

Violette’s husband, Etienne Szabo, was a member of the Free French
forces and was killed at El Alamein shortly after their daughter Tania was
born. Devastated, Violette volunteered for service in France and  was
parachuted into France twice, the first time near Paris to evaluate the
resistance possibilities around Rouen. She was later dropped near Limoges
soon after the D-Day landings. She was captured after she had exhausted
her ammunition in a firefight with the Germans and imprisoned in
Ravensbruck concentration camp. After horrific experiences there she
was shot in 1945. She was posthumously awarded the George Cross,
presented by King George to her daughter in 1946. She was given a code
poem written by Leo Marks. It reads:

The Life that I have is all that I have
And the Life that I have is yours
The Love that I have of the life that I have
Is Yours and Yours and Yours
A sleep I shall have, A rest I shall have
Yet Death will be but a pause
For the peace of my years in the long green grass
Will be yours and yours and yours.

determined to remember
these brave people, and keep their memories bright, however sad. Violette
Szabo was the half- French daughter of a Brixton car dealer. She joined
the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry, over half of whose members were in-
volved with SOE, Special Operations Executive.

the life that I have

How could I resist? My cousin,
Sue Bain, rang to say that a horse
called Patrick had joined the other
horses and ponies helping children
with disabilities to learn a new skill.
I went to Graveley one Thursday
morning and met my namesake

Patrick helps the disabled

Patrick the horse and his rider,  10 year old Sunjay from Woolgrove
School in Letchworth. Sunjay clearly enjoys the experience.

I asked Sue how long she had been involved with Riding for the
Disabled. “A very long time, maybe 30 years.” The best thing about
RDA? “The sense of achievement handicapped children have, who can’t
do much - when they learn to do something different they feel good
about it. If you’ve been looking up at people from your wheelchair all
your days, you can then look down on them from the top of a pony -
that makes a huge difference. It’s a new experience for children who
often have had nothing to do with ponies and animals. Children and
animals have a natural affinity which brings out the best in  them.”

learn it on the hoof
 “It’s very rewarding because you have quite a lot of fun and you feel you
are doing some good for the children. It’s  very different but quite tiring.
You slog around a large indoor school between 10 am and 12 pm and
you feel you’ve been well exercised at the end of that. We work indoors
so we’re not stopped by the weather. We’re always looking for volunteers.
You don’t need any previous experience with horses -  you can be taught
what to do. You’ve got to like children and not be afraid of horses. You
learn it on the hoof and it’s only in term time.”

If you’d like to know more about Riding for the Disabled, ring Sue
Bain on 01462 742284. I left Sue, Sunjay and Patrick the horse, who, it
should be said, seemed rather better behaved than your editor.



HINXWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
The meeting took place in the Village Hall on 7th October.
Rural Summit:- Simon Marlow is investigating.
Environmental Grants:- Simon Marlow is to write an article for the

Village Voice at the earliest opportunity.
Village Hall:- Prior to the Parish Council meeting the Councillors

met with David Osmond (Chairman Village Hall Management Com-
mittee) and Geoff Burrows (Building Consultant to the Village Hall).
They presented the financial plan for the refurbishment of the Village
Hall. See further information in the article ‘The Village Hall Refur-
bishment on page 1 of this edition of Village Voice

Planning:- Heathcote, High Street. The Parish Council agreed as
previously in July to approve the application.

Recreation Ground - Nothing to report.
Highways - Francis Road:-  The solution to the flooding problem at

the entrance to Francis Road appears not to have been resolved. The
gullies under the road are unable to be cleared. There is also a problem
opposite Francis Road in the High Street. The road is crumbling away.

Chapel Street-  The Parish Council is still awaiting a reply to their
letter of September 8th.  Paul Hazley, Hertfordshire Highways, has been
notified yet again of the above Highways queries. Andrew Young, who
was under the impression these had been dealt with, will contact  Hert-
fordshire Highways again.

Bury End Pond - The Parish Council has withdrawn their applica-
tion to rectify the register.

Jacks House New Inn Road:- The investigation is still ongoing.
Wind Farm:- Still under investigation. It is hoped to report back at

the next meeting.
Green Lane:- The Planning Inspectorate has notified the Parish

Council that the Public Enquiry is to be held at Dunton Memorial Hall
on Tuesday 15 February 2005. Commencing at 10a.m.

Date of the next meeting:  4th November 2004. Village Hall 8pm.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

Hinxworth and Edworth WI News
The speaker this month was Mr. E. Bartlett who gave us a history of

Music Hall, and told us about the many well-known personalities he
worked with during his time as a performer. We are familiar with the
television version – ‘The Good Old Days’ – but the reality was very
hard work for those who earned their living in clubs and theatres. We
enjoyed singing some of the old songs – ‘Any old iron’, ‘I’m Henery the
Eighth I am I am’, ‘Oh, I do like to be beside the seaside’, while drink-
ing tea and munching cake at the end of the talk!

come to the agm or.....
Next month - 11th November - is AGM evening.   Please, please come
as this is an important meeting to ensure that we can continue to exist as
an Institute.
Annette Forbes

Harvest lunch
raises £1,300

“What am I bid for this lovely
jar of onions?” cried auctioneer
Alec Stephenson at St Nicholas’
Harvest Lunch on October 10th.
Around 75 people sat down to a
delicious lunch and were then
mightily enterained by an ani-
mated auction of gifts and promises.This raised about £630. Judy King
won the Philip King Shield for the tallest sunflower. Yvonne Tookey
presented the raffle prize of a Gerry Keep amazing cakes to Reg Lacey.
In all, the event raised £1,300 for St Nicholas Church funds. Thanks to
all who worked so hard to make it  a successful and enjoyable event.

member them
War memories are often of

slaughter, sacrifice and suffering.
Yet remembrance also has its
lighter side. With  Remembrance
Day round the corner this timely
tale of a humorous experience in
France during the War, comes
from one of our long standing resi-
dents, John Sale.

During the very cold winter of
1939/40 I was with the 2nd Army
Field workshop RAOC in Loos-
en-Goelle. As the frost was severe, most water taps were frozen, making
it very difficult to wash or shave. So we were marched once a week to
the local pit-head baths to enjoy a beautiful hot shower.

My friend Nobby Clark and I didn’t much care for queuing in the
freezing wind for our turn to shower and elected instead to avail our-
selves of the alternative facilities of the local butcher. She, a very large,
sixty year old, had installed two metal slipper baths in her slaughter-
house and water was taken from a copper boiler she used in the slaugh-
tering process.

an irresistible target
On one occasion Nobby and I were enjoying our baths when he stood
up to clean his feet. Bending down he presented a target I could not
resist and with my wet flannel I struck him smartly across the buttocks.
He was hurt and very annoyed and set about me. During the fracas he
fell over upsetting his bath of hot water which spilled across the floor
engulfing the slaughter-house dog and her puppies.

broom and birthday suit
The dog made such a howling noise that the butcheress rushed in to
investigate. Grabbing a broom she began to sweep water away from the
dogs. Meanwhile Nobby was righting his bath with a view of completing
his ablutions. The woman seeing it was Nobby who had caused the bother,
set about him with her broom, he in his birthday-suit, dancing nimbly
about to avoid her savage blows. There was much loud shouting in French
and English and barking from the dog.

Fortunately for us bathing rights were not withdrawn.

John Sale as told to Ed Thorn

Have you had your flu jab yet?



On the
beat

Church services

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd, 01462-742015, e-mail:patrickforbes@waitrose.com

how to contact us
My phone number is 01462 425224 (mid to long term problems) Call
0845 33 00 22 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple
of hours. 999 (for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime
and for  hare coursing)

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.

Sunday November 7th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Remembrance Sunday Nov 14th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas
Sunday November 21st 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday Nov 28th 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
                          10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday December 5th 10 am Patronal Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

It has been a very quiet month
with very little reported crime.We
did have one  burglary in Radwell
at the end of last month. The of-
fender entered the house in daylight via an unlocked door and stole the
occupant’s purse. She was asleep but woke and saw him leave via the
front entrance.  If you see anyone suspicious please call us immediately.

secure that caravan
Caravans seem to be on the menu for the thieves that frequent our area;
we had one stolen from the Ashwell area that appeared to have had all the
normal locks on it. Please be careful if you own one, I have a friend of
mine who takes the wheels off his when it is not being used.

In the west of the county we have had a number of houses entered
when the occupants have been asleep. The offenders then will steal keys
for cars that are parked on the drive. So sleep with your car keys!

jewels recovered, are they yours?
Police are appealing for owners to contact them, following the recovery of
almost 200 items of jewellery believed to have been stolen from Hert-
fordshire houses. Jewellery to the  value of £35,000 has been recovered
and a Hertford man is currently assisting police with investigations. De-
tective Sergeant Graeme Smith of the Burglary Unit said, “As well as
holding monetary value, we are sure that many of the recovered items
have sentimental value and we are keen to reunite the items with their
rightful owners. If you have lost jewellery in a burglary, please make con-
tact with us to arrange a viewing.” Jewellery and other items recovered
include the following:  engagement; wedding, signet, eternity and dress
rings; necklaces;  earrings and an exclusive Swiss travel clock.  Owners
should contact Hertford Police Station on 01992 533521 or  drop into
the station between 9am-5pm.

clairvoyant scam
Recently a letter was received from a ‘clairvoyant’ from PO box 200,
Geneva 7, Switzerland.   It stated that the addressee  had 3 strokes of luck
coming her way, but to receive this luck & more details she should send
£19. It enclosed paperwork asking for confirmation of bank and credit
card details.  It then warned that if money was not paid then a shifty
shadow might enter her life - he might be wearing a mask and and enter
her home and the outcome would be disturbing. Please do not fall for
this scam. If I ever manage to get my hands on the author the outcome
will be disturbing, but only for him or her!

one number fits all
By popular demand, a single contact number for non-emergency calls
has been launched. The local rate number 0845 33 00 222  may now be
used to reach any Hertfordshire police station, department, unit or mem-
ber of police staff.

The Mobile Police Station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office
on Thursdays November 11th  and 25th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am

anne-marie.penasa2@herts.pnn.police.uk.
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk

Soup Lunch
This gastronomic treat will be

held in Hinxworth Village Hall from
12.30 pm until 2 pm on Friday No-
vember 12th. If you have not yet ex-
perienced the delight of a choice of
soup, roll and butter and a pudding
and a tea or coffee for just £2, it’s time
you did.

Village Walk
This walk to a mystery destina-

tion will take place on Friday Novem-
ber 26th. Meet at The Three Horse-
shoes at 10 am. All most welcome.
Given reasonable weather and a great
pub lunch somewhere, it should be
an unmissable occasion.

Indian Evening
As Village Voice went to press we

learned that the Indian Evening on
October 16th in Hinxworth raised
an amazing £1,365 for Arthritis Re-
search. Congratulations and thanks
to all concerned. When you add that
sum to the money raised for the Vil-
lage Hall and St Nicholas Church in
October, the total comes to an amaz-
ing £3,800 raised in just one month.
It shows what can be done with bril-
liant organization, hard work and
generous villagers.

Christmas greetings
Last month Janet Fair reminded

readers about her scheme to raise
money for the Village Hall and for
the Garden House Hospice. The
scheme involves villagers sending
greetings to one another in Decem-
ber’s Village Voice and giving the
money they would have spent on
cards to one or other of these good
causes. Please send your greetings and
your donation to Janet Fair,
Cammocks, Chapel Lane,
Hinxworth, SG7 5HN, indicating
which charity you support, by No-
vember 20th at the very  latest. Thank
you very much indeed.

Copy date
Please send  copy and pictures,

preferably by e-mail, to the ad-
dress at the foot of  this page, or
to Village Voice, 18 Francis Road,
Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL, by
November  20th for the Decem-
ber  2004 edition. Enquiries
about delivery, lost copies to
01462 742015. Thanks.

Marion party shock

Marion Willan of Francis
Road, Hinxworth, thought she
was going out to the pub for sup-
per to mark her 65th birthday. She
had not reckoned with the plot-
ting of relations and friends. As
she and Brian set out for the pub
they were asked to stop by the
Village Hall by their neighbour
Brenda. Inside a goodly buch of
people waited to mark her birth-
day in a way she’ll never forget.
Marion said, “I’d like to thank my
family, Edna and Brenda and all
my friends for giving me the most
wonderful surprise borthday party
of my life. Hand on heart I really
didn’t know there was going to be
a party. Thank you all very much.”

For sale
Jaybee steel framed bunk bed

with pull-out settee beneath.
Good nick - no reasonable offer
refused.  Ring 01462 743755.


