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Village Voice
Welcome, Steve and Debbie

Steve and Debbie Hawthorne can’t quite believe they are the new
hosts at The Three Horseshoes in Hinxworth. Steve, a wood machinist
by trade, spent 36 years in the furniture manuafacturing industry  and
Debbie worked in school catering at Sandy Upper School for 13 years.
They have two sons, aged 24 and 26. “We had often talked about run-
ning a pub when our sons were younger but we were never really in a
position to take it further,” said Steve. “As factory manager, I was made
redundant last year. I was able to get another job in Royston but after a
few months decided it wasn’t for me. I missed all my old colleagues and
friends so we resurrected the idea of a pub. We enrolled on a course on
pub management to learn about the trade. We weren’t at all put off and
we started looking for a pub. We drove many miles in Norfolk, Suffolk
and Rutland. Then we saw The Three Horseshoes on Greene King’s
website. We thought we had no chance of getting it for our first pub.
Greene King encouraged us to apply so we did.”

did we dream it?
“We came and met Geoff and Sharon and some of the locals and realized
that it was a really nice friendly place to be. We had our interview and
when we were offered the tenancy we were gobsmacked. We still think
we’re going to wake up and find that we dreamt it. It’s a lovely pub and
the people have been so friendly and welcoming. We think we’re very
fortunate. We want to build on what Geoff and Sharon have done. It’s a
lovely environment, not at all intimidating. Ladies walk in and don’t feel
at all anxious. My grandparents ran a pub, The Plough in  Colney Heath
for about seven years. I spent a lot of my holidays there when my parents
helped out, so I know about late dinners.” Debbie added.” We did sit
down last night, put our feet up and watched television for about the
first time in four weeks. I’d like to start horse riding again and Steve
wants to play a round of golf.”

rediscovering the fireplace
What changes will they make? “We will change some of the dishes around
a bit,” said Debbie. “We’ll see what are people’s favourites and what
aren’t. It’s quite unpredictable. We sat for an hour the other evening with
nobody eating, then suddenly 26 people came in for dinner. It’s both
exciting and scary at the same time. We want to remove all the menu
boards and have a printed menu, so people can sit and choose, and we
can dress the fireplace as it’s quite attractive.” Village Voice hopes that
Steve and Debbie settle happily here and take the pub on to new heights
of hospitality and excellence.

Edworth  Bears Picnic raises £630

Hinxworth gentlemen seen taking a keen interest in the Henley Regatta

pictures by Richard Floyd
The sun shone and people came and dug deep into their pockets at

Val Bagnall’s Teddy Bears’ Picnic at Edworth on July 3rd. Tea, chat and
fun was had by all, from ladies in their nineties to young children. There
was something for everyone. At the end of the afternoon the magnifi-
cent sum of £630 was raised, to be split equally between Amyloidosis
Research and Keech Cottage Children’s Hospice.

Val said, “I’m so grateful to all the visitors who came and gave, and
those who worked so hard and  gave so freely of their time and gifts. It
was a great afternoon and I hope we can look forward to seeing you all
again next year.”

Messing about off the river

Simon - our new priest
Just as we went to press, we

heard that Dr Simon Chambers,
assistant curate of  St Peter  and St
Osmund, Parkstone with
Branksea, had  been appointed
Priest in Charge of  Ashwell with
Hinxworth, Newnham, Caldecote
and  Edworth. We hope he will
move here in November. Simon is
40, studied at Liverpool University,
trained at Ripon College
Cuddesdon  and was ordained dea-
con  in 2002 and priest in 2003. Simon told Village Voice, “It’s with
great excitement that I find I’ll be joining you later this year. Living in
Poole, I’m looking forward to being surrounded by fields and village life
in all its fullness, I grew up not far away in Saffron Walden, and I know
your area a little and when I arrive I’m sure you will quickly make me
feel at home. I look forward to meeting you later this year and discover-
ing what God has in store for us.”



Dear Editor,
I was most distressed to see the
state of our recreation ground fol-

Damage to Property
 Mr and Mrs Bell, from

Gordon Cottage, High Street,
Hinxworth were very upset when
a car passed their cottage and a beer
can was thrown through their
bathroom window, shattering glass
everywhere.”We were getting ready
for bed when it happened - a cou-
ple of minutes later and one of us
would have been in the room at
the time and would have been
sprayed with broken glass,” said
Mr Bell. This happened at ten past
midnight on 3rd July - after the
Party in the Park. This has been
reported to PC Marina.

One of a set of new garden
chairs was wrecked by some van-
dal  after the Party in the Park. The
lesson must be to clear everything
of value from the site before leav-
ing the party. Shame! 

Cleaning  up

Thanks to everyone who came and especially everyone who helped
make the event happen, including Charlie and his band and all the other
acts who gave their services so generously, the food helpers and servers,
the marquee erectors and disassemblers, those who cleared the field of
rubbish and anyone who got involved at all - thank you.We made over
£1800 profit for the hall refurbishment fund - fantastic! The next event
will be the Village Supper but in a different venue - watch this space.
Sylvia Scales

On 24th March this year, Ashwell School applied to the LEA for
£800,000 of capital funding in order to build a substantial extension to
the existing school. The school was originally built as a four-room school,
which has been added to over many decades. Much of the existing build-
ing still only remains suited for approximately 100 pupils. It may be that
the School is now too small to meet the demands for Primary Education
within Ashwell and the surrounding area. 

no room, no room
The Staff at Ashwell have continually made excellent use of the very
limited space available at the school. But there is now  the utmost pres-
sure on space and resources. In particular, the Dining Room has to quad-
ruple as the Library, Computer Room, Dining Hall and a classroom,
and the Assembly Hall also acts as a music room and gym. The overspill
of Year 1 children are regularly taught in the main school corridor. There
are two classrooms that fall short of the recommended minimum class-
room size of 54 sq metres. The room used for teaching special needs
pupils (the Rainbow Room - 7.3 sq. m) is a repainted kitchenette, which
is too small for its current use. The staff room is  too small to accommo-
date the number of staff at the school (22 sq. m). There are no meeting
rooms and only a tiny administration office, 12.2 sq. m, which is shared
by the headmaster and school secretary. The School Play is done in shifts,
as the children, staff and parents can’t all fit in the School Hall. The
After School Club is held off school premises due to a lack of space and
storage.  Sports Day is also held off school premises as the playing field is
not big enough.

community pressure works
The County Council will be giving the proposal full consideration in
October 2005, with the final funding decision being made  around Feb-
ruary 2006. In the meantime if anyone has any influence with the Coun-
cil, or interest in the future of Ashwell School please get in touch. Often
the pressure applied by a community in support of their School has
a significant effect on the decision-making process at County Hall. I will
keep you informed via Village Voice of any developments.
Sonja Bentley 01767 316562

A school too small

lowing the Party in the Park. As a
dog walker I regularly walk
through this area, enjoying the
space while the dogs enjoy the free-
dom to run and exercise. Follow-
ing the Party in the Park  the rub-
bish left behind from the campers
was disgusting - everything from
empty cans to vomit left for some-
one else to clear. If we want this
wonderful event and camping to
continue  then please could all par-
ties remember the recreation
ground is used by all 365 days a
year. Please, campers, if you wish
to camp, treat the area like your
own home and take your rubbish
away with you.
Brenda Dangar

Party in the Park

Voice Distribution
Village Voice has appeared

every month since its first edition
in October 2001. If for any reason
you don’t receive a copy each
month, please contact Patrick
Forbes on 01462 742015.

The challenge of a night in one of Britain’s most haunted pubs failed
to deter Lance Jenkins of Christys Yard from staying in the 900 year-old
hostelry when he needed accommodation in Wales recently.
Geoff  leading him into the huge 4-poster-bedded room, once the Court-
room, above the bar didn’t totally scare him off.  Despite this being via
the winding staircase, down the middle of which the Executioner’s rope
still hangs, and past the condemned prisoners’ cell, Lance reports that he
found Geoff, Sharon and Ben in great spirits. So he shared more than
one or two with them that night to give him courage before reluctantly
making his way ‘up the wooden hill’. Fortunately the departed spirits got
the message and let brave Lance pass an undisturbed night.

Sampling the Skirrid Mountain Inn



HINXWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
The Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council took place on July 7th in

the Village Hall.
 A minute’s silence was held to remember those who lost their lives in

the terrorist attack in London.
 P.C. Paul Marina & Community Support Officer Gemma Day:

Both addressed the councillors prior to the Parish Council Meeting. They
outlined the various support police services available to the local com-
munity. The Chairman asked the clerk to ensure that these were pub-
lished in the July issue of the Village Voice. Details are at the end of this
Parish Council report.

The War Memorial: After ensuring the War Memorial needs no fur-
ther attention other than cleaning, the more urgent need is to replace
the wood to the seat. It was therefore agreed that Harry King would
speak to David Eddell to see if he would be able to supply the wood to
allow the seat repair to be made.

The Property, New Inn Road (Just off A1): N.H.D.C. Planning
Officer Richard Tiffin has investigated if this property is being used as
business premises, and confirmed it is. The current owner is in the proc-
ess of applying for the ‘change of use’ licence.

The Village Hall  -  Capital Grants for Village Halls: The Parish
Council has been notified of funds to be made available for re-furbishment
of Village Halls. These funds are for £250,000 per year for the next four
years, with up to £50,000 per Parish. The Parish Council has notified
N.H.D.C. of their intention to apply for these funds.  The Chairman
asked the clerk to write to Andrew Young to see if he could ensure these
funds would be available for Hinxworth.

The Proposed Development for Two Dwellings at the Rear of
Homefield:  The Parish Council has received a copy of a letter, dated 26
April. This letter was sent to Mr John Feldgate (the agent of Mr & Mrs
Saxon) by Richard Tiffin Planning Officer N.H.D.C. It said that the
Planning Department would not be sympathetic to the building of the
two dwellings on the above site. This is contrary to the information given
by Mr Feldgate to the Parish Council at their meeting in May. It has
been arranged that Mr Feldgate attend the Parish Council meeting in
August at his request.

Sports Group: The Parish Council has received a request form Sylvia
Scales, for funds, on behalf of her daughter, who has  to provide a service
for the Community for her ‘ Duke of Edinburgh’ Award. It is Katie’s
intention to start up a sports group. The Councillors are prepared to
fund the equipment, as requested, up to the sum of £100.

   Recreation Ground:   Tennis Court: This is in need of cleaning
and repair. Harry King is to arrange for the cleaning to be completed by
professional tennis court contractors along with the repainting of the
white lines. The tennis court net needs some attention after it appears
somehow it has been wrenched from its posts. Also the fencing/netting
around the children’s area/ tennis court, which may need attention, will
be looked at.

  Hedging: This requires cutting and trimming. Any extensive prun-
ing and cutting must wait until August to allow for the birds nesting
season to be over. Tony Smyth has kindly agreed to arrange for this to be
done at the appropriate time.  Simon Marlow is to be asked to look at
the area known as Marlow’s Wood to see what work is required there.

Fencing off the Recreation Ground from the Car Park Entrance:
The councillors, as reported last month, do not want to fence off the
recreation ground to stop access for cars for various events. It may be
necessary at a future date to reconsider this decision, if cars continue to
park on the recreation ground and prove to be anti-social, with too loud
music playing from their stereo loudspeakers, or with other noise and
general nuisance.

     Highways:Chapel Street: The work to the gullies in Chapel Street
has yet to be completed. As detailed yet again in the latest Hertfordshire

Highways programme ‘The works are substantially complete’. The coun
-cillors need a date when the work to the gullies will start and  a definite
date for completion.

Cantlebury: Following confirmation, at long last, from Hertford-
shire Highways the correct position of the boundary to Cantlebury has
been resolved. The matter is now closed.

Francis Road: The Parish Council has received a letter from Paul
Watler detailing ‘areas of neglect’ in Francis Road and the Recreation
Ground.  The former will be notified to N.H.D.C or Hertfordshire
Highways as appropriate, and the latter has been dealt with under ‘Rec-
reation Ground’ above.

  Date of  next meeting: 4th August 2005. 8pm in the Village Hall.
 Police Support Services for the local community:
1. Speed checks through villages;
2. The unoccupied house scheme - forms  are available from Ashwell

Post Office;
3. The vulnerable persons scheme for the elderly, and other persons

living alone;
4. To foot patrol the villages on a regular basis to provide a higher

profile to policing of the villages;
5. To provide a facility to mark ‘tack’ for easy identification when

recovered after theft;
6. To provide higher profile in policing the villages to deter criminals;
7. To monitor and speak to drivers of suspicious cars and question

suspicious people. It would be helpful also if villagers see anything suspi-
cious they report it to the police;

8. To allow for the greater detection of house crime.
For further information please contact P.C. Marina or Community

Support Officer Gemma Day on the  numbers shown on page 4.
One Final Item: Since the Parish Council Meeting it has been brought

to the Councillor’s attention that the flag in the Village  remains un-
furled. This is due to the pole mechanism jamming. Hopefully this should
be rectified within the next week.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Councilcontinued in cols 3 & 4

In April 2005, Hertfordshire’s Childrens, School and Families com-
mittee updated the school admissions policy for the school year 2006-
2007. Largely due to the efforts of Cliff Jenkinson, Headmaster of Ashwell
Primary School, the children of Edworth are now included in the prior-
ity area for the Knights Templar School in Baldock. Edworth is a small
hamlet, home to only a half dozen families with children. 
Recently, Edworth families have been required to move home when their
children have reached high school age, if they wanted to stay in the local
school system. From September 2006 this will no longer be necessary.
The priority area for the Knights Templar School now includes the fol-
lowing villages and hamlets; Ashwell, Baldock, Bygrave, Caldecote,
Clothall, Edworth, Hinxworth, Newnham, Radwell, Rushden, Sandon,
Wallington, and Weston. The next challenge is to get the Knights Templar
school bus to start collecting at Edworth as well. 
Sonja Bentley

School inclusion zone includes Edworth

continued from columns 1 & 2

MP Oliver Heald presents Charlotte Cavanagh with a cheque for
£18,000 for Ashwell School from the School’s Friends. Charlotte was
elected as the School’s representative on Election Day 2005.

Parish Council report
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Sunday 7th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 14th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 21st 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 28th 8.30 Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

   10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Church services

Across the County there have been increased reports of pickpockets
operating in town centres and supermarkets, ‘dipping’ for purses.

Police are taking positive action to deter pickpockets and to arrest
anyone who commits this type of theft but there are measures that shop-
pers can take themselves to reduce the risk of becoming a victim.

Police are issuing the following advice:
· Be alert when you are out and about. Be aware of who is around

you, especially in a crowd and move away if you feel a stranger is too
close to you.

· Keep purses and wallets as secure as you can - women should
keep bags closed up and men should keep their valuables in their front
pockets, not in trouser back pockets.

· When carrying a bag, try to make sure that you keep it to your
front so you can see it at all times. Preferably use a bag with a zip but if
you don’t have one, put your purse and other valuables at the bottom of
the bag and not near the top where they could be seen or easily snatched.

Remember to be as careful with a mobile phone as you are with your
purse or wallet

unoccupied house scheme
We are still running the unoccupied house scheme, forms are available
from your local Ashwell Post office or by e-mailing Gemma.

I do publish a larger newsletter sent via e-mail. If you would like to
receive this please e-mail me with your name address and phone num-
bers and I will put you on the distribution list.

mobile Police Station
This will be stationed near the Post Office in Ashwell from 8.30 am
until 10.30 am on Thursdays August 11th and 25th.

contact us
Our Secretary and Community Safety Co-ordinator is Angela Clark on
01462 425033. Our Crime Prevention Officer is Mark Montgomery on
01462 425043. My phone Number 01462 425224  for mid to long
term problems. 0845 33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or need
Police within a couple of hours.  999 for immediate response if you have
just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
 PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk
gemma.day@herts.pnn.police.uk

On the
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Soup lunch
This gastronomic treat will take

place in Hinxworth Village Hall on
Friday August 5th from 12.30 pm
until 2 pm. This  feast with a choice
of up to four soups, roll and but-
ter, and a choice of pudding with
tea and coffee for just £2 for adults
and £1 for children, represents
amazing value.

village walk on August 19th

Join us for a pleasant walk through the countryside on Friday August
19th. Meet at the Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth, at 10 am. We expect to
enjoy a pub lunch and return in the early afternoon. Who knows, you
might just see a sight as beautiful as these swans and cygnets photo-
graphed on our last walk

Sunflower contest
How tall is your sunflower? If

you collected a sunflower seedling
from St Nicholas Church earlier in
the year, it will soon be time to
measure the sunflower’s height.
Please measure  your plant from
the ground to its topmost tip and
phone the result to Yvonne Tookey
on 01462 742439 by August 31st.
The sunflower shield will be
awarded to the owner of the tallest
sunflower in church on September
25th, harvest festival.

Thanks you to all those who
came along to Fit Club and shed
the £££s while not necessarily
shedding the pounds - we made
£391 for the Village Hall refur-
bishment which is truly amazing.

Shall we reconvene in September
to get thin for Christmas? Please
let me know by ringing me on
01462 742505. Thank you.
Sylvia Scales

 Pounds helped  hall

thin Christmas?

Hinxworth archer Derek Bridgewater from Biggleswade, achieved the
club’s first National Record (subject to ratification) with a Longbow score
of 713 for the Windsor round. The record status tournament was held at
the Trinity College ground in Cambridge on July 10th. Derek’s longbow
score was 5 points higher than the previous British record.
Hinxworth’s Junior archer, Ashley Pay, aged 16 from Dunton, became
Hertfordshire Junior Gent. Champion at the annual County weekend at
Berkhamsted on the 2nd-3rd.July. Ashley’s score of 854 for the Bristol 
round was a new junior club record. Congratulations to both archers.

British record for Hinxworth archer

In spite of gloomy predictions
the sun shone on 14th July for the
Garden Meeting at Carol Cheney’s
house.   The food was delicious and
the evening enhanced by a hat
decorating competition with a
prize for the “hat which made the
judge smile”.   The prize went to
Jean Brown of Biggleswade.

Everyone had a lovely evening
chatting and enjoying the summer
warmth.

The next meeting will be on
8th September when the speaker
will be Daniel Fox, Chief Execu-
tive of “SOS Children’s Villages”.
There is no meeting in August.
 Annette Forbes

WI News

 Copy Date
Please send all copy and pic-

tures, preferably by e-mail to
Patrick Forbes at the email address
below or to 18 Francis Road,
Hinxworth, Herts SG7 5HL by
August 20th for the September
edition. Thanks.


