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Christmas Jazz

40 to 50 people turned up to sing carols and listen to Fran Treadgold’s
brass ensemble, drawn from members of Ware Brass. There were mince
pies, mulled wine and a beautiful solo “Away in a Manger” from Alicia
Sharples. There was also a raffle. The Editor won a bottle of bubbly and
money was raised for the Village Hall. Who could ask for more?

The Rector of Ashwell with Hinxworth and Newnham since 1998,
Jacquie Birdseye, has been appointed Rector of Moreton and Woodsford
with Tincleton in the Diocese of Salisbury. Her last Sunday in this ben-
efice will be Easter Sunday, March 27th. We wish her well.

  Hinxworth Village Hall update
Whilst hoping you all had a very enjoyable Christmas, and I take

this chance to wish you a Happy New Year, I don’t wish to start the New
Year flogging this item to death! However, it is of great importance to
the village.

Since the Parish Council took over the financing aspect from the
Village Hall Management Committee much has been done, as indi-
cated in Wendy Kitchener’s report elsewhere in this publication.

The facts are simple. Much has to be done in order to bring the
village hall up to a legally required standard in order that use of it may
be continued.

just five options
You are aware from previous open meetings and features in “Village Voice”
that a huge number of organisations were approached for grants with
little or no return and there is no large pot of money in the Parish Coun-
cil reserves or the village hall account to finance this operation.  There are
only 5 options:

1. Do nothing and thus close the hall.
2. Flatten it and rebuild a new one, either on the present site or

develop that site and build a new one elsewhere.  While a new village
hall would be an ideal situation, the facility to develop the land is not an
option available to us and the cost of a new village hall would be vastly
more than the present proposal.

3. Bodge it up so that it just comes up to legally required standards.
4. Carry out the major refurbishment as outlined at the open meet-

ings reported in “Village Voice”.   This is what the referendum is about!
5. Consider the possibility of funding it through limited develop-

ment elsewhere in the village, depending on the village referendum re-
sult which will indicate if the majority wish to retain a village hall.

This is as far as the Parish Council can go until the result of the
referendum. Please consider your vote carefully.
Dr Martin G Hoffman
Chairman – Hinxworth Parish Council

Had a good Christmas? Want to
shed pounds? Why not help
raise pounds for the village hall by
joining us in our very own version
of The Not Fat But Want To Be
Slimmer Club? We will have our in-
augural meeting on Tuesday Feb-
ruary 1st in the  Hall at 7pm. We
will all put in £1 at this first meet-
ing, agree our target weights and
time scale, then each subsequent
week come  to be weighed. If  you’ve
lost weight you put in £1 for that
week, if you’ve stayed the same £2
and if you’ve gained £3! Free tea - I
promise no biscuits - and plenty of
support from the rest of us.  So do
yourself and the hall a favour ! Eve-
rybody welcome! See you then.
 

Rector to leave at Easter
 Sylvia Scales

Slim and help hall Colour Voice

Every editor dreams that one day
someone will offer to print his pa-
per in full colour. Well, Richard
Floyd from Edworth did just that.
His firm bought an  amazing laser
colour printer and he printed this
edition on it. It’s hugely expensive
to do this so February’s Village Voice
will be back in black and white
again. Thanks to Richard, and to
Geoff Burrows and Matthew
Heaton who print us each month.



The Village Hall Management Committee wishes everyone a  Happy
New Year. Thank you to everyone who has supported us so wonderfully
throughout the year by attending, helping, or providing entertainment
at any of the many and varied events we’ve had this year. And now
here’s a final update on the last three events of note!

continued on page 3 cols 1 & 2

Village Supper nets £1500

Christingle collection helps children
41 people attended the

Christingle service at St Nicholas
Church and collected £84 for the
work of The Children’s Society.
The Society is concentrating much
of its work on the 100,000 chil-
dren  in the UK who run away
from home each year, facing dan-
gers from drugs and prostitution.
Thank you to all who came and
gave to the cost of this work

The Village Supper raised
over £1,500 thanks in large
part to Les’s efforts in extracting
money from the assemblage for
the auction he organised! But we
couldn’t have done the whole
thing without the cooks, host-
esses, washers-up, even those

who volunteered on the night, and the entertainers. It was a lively and
fun evening, the food was good and the company sparkling. Thanks
are also due to Pete Johnson who donated and Les who arranged the
sale and delivery of 300 bottles of  gift-boxed Moet et Chandon cham-
pagne at the bargain price of £12 per bottle and which has raised  over
£5,000 for the village hall fund.Thank you both very much.

 And finally, Fran Treadgold (from Edworth) and his friends and
family who play in a brass band, played carols and Christmas tunes and
even told a few jokes to get the festive season off to a great village start
in “Jazz Up Your Christmas” on Tuesday December 14th helping us
raise another £268.

 We’ve had a great fundraising year but as you are all aware we need
to continue our efforts so please help by supporting us at as many of
next year’s events as you can. Thanks again to everybody,

 Sylvia Scales
PS there are still a few items missing after the last village supper - if

you have anything left over which you don’t recognise please return it to
me and I’ll try to reunite them with their owners.

HINXWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
The December Meeting took place in the Village Hall on the 2nd
Jacks House:- Victor Garling has investigated, through local con-

tacts, the current ownership of the property without success. North Herts
District Council to be notified and asked to trace the current owner.

Wind Farm- Simon Marlow is still investigating this rumour.
Barking Dogs:- Victor Garling has spoken to the Scales family. They

are unable to locate where the barking emanates. The Parish Council
has received an anonymous letter outlining why people living in the
countryside should be aware of and tolerate the sound of animals.

Planning:- Tall Trees, High Street, Hinxworth:- Richard Tiffin Plan-
ning Officer at N.H.D.C. has agreed to monitor the property and its
development. The Parish Council are concerned the property may be-
come derelict over time. Richard Tiffin to be notified of their concern.

Foxgloves, High Street, Hinxworth:- There has been some concern
expressed locally over the new  building erected in the back garden of
this property. The Parish Councillors, as they have not been notified for
any Planning Application for this, need to ensure it meets with all Plan-
ning and Building regulations.

Tennis Court:- Harry King will contact John Cheney a.s.a.p.
Highways:- Chapel Street- The proposals put forward by Robson

Mupani, Hertfordshire Highways, for the drainage channels in front of
the properties in Chapel Street is causing concern to the residents.
Robson Mupani and Paul Hazley of Hertfordshire Highways to be in-
vited to the next Parish Council meeting to  discuss  Chapel Street.

Francis Road:- The Parish Council and residents of Francis Road
are concerned the grass verges mainly outside the bungalows are being
used for parking, therefore causing the ground to be churned into quag-
mire. Those persons parking this way must remember the authority
maintaining  the grass verges will refuse to do so in these circumstances.

 Village Hall Progress Report:-
 A letter received by the Parish Council offers financial help for the

refurbishment of the Village Hall. The condition of this is that the Coun-
cil will be sympathetic to a planning application for building in what is
locally known as the ‘Kitchen Garden’. This is at the side of Homefield,
Christy’s Yard and Cantlebury.No decision has been made by Council
to this request. The Council will offer this further consideration after
the referendum.

The Council agreed the following programme for the referendum:-
a) Referendum:-  To take place on February 3rd 2005. Votes to be

placed in a Ballot Box in the Village Hall between 2pm & 8pm.  Frances
Bogie of N.H.D.C. Legal Department is to provide the Ballot Box. The
count will take place at 8pm. in the Village Hall with the villagers in
attendance. A two thirds majority  ‘YES’ vote is required for the project
to go ahead.

b) Who is to vote:- One vote per Household. Those households
unable to vote on February 3rd for whatever reason can apply for a
postal vote. These can be obtained from by contacting Wendy Kitchener
on 01767-313766.

c) Voting Form:- This has been compiled, will be printed and num-
bered randomly. They will then be delivered by hand to every house in
the Village on the electoral register.

The Council has agreed the following programme for funding the
project:-

d) The Loan:- In light of the current funds required to get the project
up and running, the sum of £132,000 has to be financed. Project cost is
£170,000 less current funds £38,000 = £132,000. A loan has been
applied for from Public Works Loan Board for this sum at a fixed rate of
4.75%. Further funds raised before the take-up of the loan would obvi-



Clare England (Finnimore) was born and grew up in Letchworth
and went to  Westbury and Highfield Schools. ‘I started playing in a
violin class at Westbury when I was 8.  Then I had private lessons at
Westbury, then moved on to another teacher called Anne Ashby. She
was part of a resident string quartet in North Herts. They came to the
school and listening to their music  by Haydn, Mozart and Betehoven
drew me in. I trained at Guildhall in London. I had a great teacher
there from Japan, David Takeno. He was so inspiring and made me
work really hard.’ When did she switch from the violin to the viola?
‘While I was there this teacher formed a string group, eleven of us,
without a conductor, The Guildhall Strings. We’ve been going since
1981. I started playing viola in that in my third year at  Guildhall.
When I left I decided to try to get work as a viola player. I loved the
sound of the viola, it’s more mellow and it just felt right.’

20 compact discs and a solo
‘In 1982 we entered an international  competition in Belgrade and we
won against string ensembles from all over Europe.We don’t do as much
work as we did. People are older, they have families, they don’t want to
rush off all over the world. We’ve recorded 20 cds, first with RCA. now
with Hyperion, on the latest of which I played a solo, one of the most
difficult things I’ve ever done.’

‘All my work is freelance but I do regular work with different groups.
I am principal viola player with the Britten Sinfonia based in Cam-
bridge, play with the London Mozart Players, the English Chamber
Orchestra, Glyndebourne Touring Opera, London Chamber Orches-
tra and lots of little groups. I’ve played all over Europe, the United
States, but I try to get work nearer home now.Quite the most amazing
thing was playing in the Carnegie Hall in 1991.’

300 year old Italian viola
‘We settled in Plumstead, SouthEast London in 1988, strangely enough
in the Roydene Road where you once lived, Patrick. I married Graham
and the children were born, Oliver now 11 and Jake 9. It’s a good profes-
sion when you have  children because you can organize things around
them. When they’re at school on a good day I practice two to three hours
a day. An hour is often enough. The viola I play is quite modern, 1993.
I’ve been lent an Italian one which is around 300 years old and I would
love to be able to buy it.’

‘We moved from London to a rented cottage in Edworth in 1998, to
be  nearer my sister, Jan Thackway, and to Graham’s parents who live in
Letchworth. Then this house came up and we moved here to Caldecote.’

‘Hopes and dreams? I’d love to play more chamber music, perhaps
start a local series of concerts, ask friends along. I’d like to do more solo
work. I love everything I do, I’m really happy. I’d love there to be peace
in the world. There’s plenty to worry about at the moment and I wish I
could make it better. You  feel so helpless. I’d like more time for yoga.’

Clare plays on
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In October several local Insti-
tutes held a Group Meeting in our
Village Hall.    This happens twice
a year and there is always a most
entertaining speaker.   This time we
were treated to a talk by a real live
Pantomime Dame.   He showed us
a variety of costumes, mostly made
by himself, in outrageous colours
and patterns, and modelled the
clothes as he talked.

Hinxworth & Edworth WI News
There is nothing like a Dame!

We watched as he applied the makeup which transformed his ap-
pearance into Widow Twanky, or an ugly sister, or Jack’s  (as in Beanstalk)
mother, and were highly impressed with the result.

December is always party month and on the 9th we enjoyed a tradi-
tional Christmas Dinner, followed by Patrick’s  tales of his career in
radio.   We were also entertained at intervals by Carol Cheney reciting
her poems, and Viv and Yvonne with poems and a sketch.

This month on 13th January Mrs. C. James will be talking about ‘A
Walk in the Karakoram Mountains’, with slides (as in pictures  - not
slides down the mountain!)

Annette Forbes
Village Hall Celebrates With Champagne

Pete Johnson of Christy’s Yard very generously donated 300 bottles
of Moet & Chandon champagne to the VH restoration fund. Les
Whitfield announced the sale of these at the VH Supper and also con-
tacted people in the village. It was not  long before they were all gone at
£12 each, raising a fantastic £3,600, which after gift aid tax concessions
to the Village Hall will take  the total amount raised to £5,004.

Dillons move
Dear Patrick,
As I’m sure you may have

heard, we are off to live in Canada
(Toronto) for 2 to 3 years.   Won-
dered if you could put our new
email address into the next edition
of Village Voice, should anyone
want to get in touch with us, and
also to wish everyone a great
2005, and we look forward to see-
ing everyone again in a couple of
years!

Our new email address is
oakville_dillons@hotmail.com

Many thanks
Susan Dillon

Carols raise £202
Between twenty and thirty

brave souls took to Hinxworth’s
streets on the coldest night of the
year to sing carols in aid of the
Garden House Hospice in
Letchworth. They sang their
hearts out and collected around
£202,  more than last year’s total
by a whisker. Thanks to Andy
Hartree for leading the singing, to
Betty Thorn for organizing the
very welcome mulled wine and
mince pies we enjoyed when we
finally arrived at The Three Horse-
shoes. And thanks to all who gave
to a good cause.

ously reduce the borrowing requirement.
e) Edworth Parish Meeting:- Dr Martin Hoffman has written to

Edworth Parish meeting formally asking for Edworth’s involvement in
the project. Richard Floyd has notified the Hinxworth Parish Council
that he and David Smyth have written to Mid Beds District Council
regarding funds for the Village Hall.

  Date of the next meeting:  6th January 2005. Village Hall 8pm.

    Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council



On the
beat

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd, 01462-742015, e-mail:patrickforbes@waitrose.com

how to contact us
My phone number is 01462 425224 for mid to long term problems. Call
0845 33 00 22 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple
of hours. Call 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a
crime and for  hare coursing.

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.

mobile police station
The Mobile Police Station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on
Thursdays January 13th  and 27th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk

Copy date
Please send  copy and pictures,

preferably by e-mail, to the address
at the foot of  this page, or to Vil-
lage Voice, 18 Francis Road,
Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL, by
January 20th for the February
2005 edition.  Thanks.

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Walk
Reinforce your New Year reso-

lution to get fit. Join our village
walk on Friday January 21st. Meet
at the Three Horseshoes Hinxworth
at 10 am. Weather permitting, it
will be a great chance to stretch
those legs and enjoy a pub lunch in
good company.

Beware of people wanting to use your phone. Picture the scene. You
are at home and there is a knock on the door. A respectable looking
woman asks to use your phone for any one of a number of reasons. You
allow her to use the phone, but being the suspicious type you stand with
her as she makes the call. After several minutes the call ends, she leaves
and everything seems OK. Or is it?

Before calling at your door, a premium-rate line with a charge rate of
£50.00 per minute has been set up. Tthis can cost as little as £150. The
conversation she had on your phone was fictitious, probably talking to a
recorded message. She had been on the phone for about 5 minutes. That
has just cost you about £250.00 and the first you know about it is when
you get your bill a month later.

warn colleagues and friends
To make matters worse, the feeling is she hasn’t committed a criminal
offence as you have given her permission to use your phone! Five inci-
dents such as this have been reported in Luton in the last couple of weeks.
Would everyone reading this please pass it on to colleagues? This scam
could cost vulnerable people  a lot of money.

what is drink spiking?
Drink spiking is the unlawful administration of a mind-altering substance
into another person’s drink. This includes alcohol. Alcohol or additional
alcohol has been unlawfully used to spike drinks  for thousands of years.
Spiking  has also been used in food. Neither is the motive solely for sexual
assault. The most common reasons for spiking a drinks are:  amusement;
sexual assault/rape;theft/robbery; kidnap/extortion.

ten years in prison
Nevertheless. the offence committed at the very least comes under the
Offences Against the Persons Act of 1861 of ‘unlawfully and maliciously
administering a poison or noxious thing so as to endanger life or inflict
grievous bodily harm’. Just because it is an old act doesn’t mean that it’s
out of date. On the contrary, remember the saying ‘if the wheel isn’t broke
don’t fix it’. This offence fits drink spiking very well and the maximum
penalty, and remember that some people do this just for amusement, is
10 years imprisonment.

Of course, the penalties if sexual assault, robbery or theft are involved
are even higher. Whilst this offence is mostly committed against women
we wish to highlight that it is believed 11% of the victims are male. Only
1 in 5 rapes is reported each year. With over 900 drink spiking incidents
reported nationally during 2002, that means that there were possibly
4,500 of these offences actually carried out.

Fancy a hot soup lunch with
pleasant company? Come and join
us from 11 am on Saturday Janu-
ary 22nd, weather permitting, to
tidy up St Nicholas Hinxworth,
churchyard. Young or old welcome,
there is no age limit and there is
plenty enough work for everyone.

Alice Lillie (in white) and three friends from  St Francis College
Letchworth, sang a carol during the morning service at St Nicholas,
Hinxworth, on December 12th. Alice has just been appointed head girl
at the school. Congratulations to her, and thanks to her friends, left to
right, Winnie, Lucy and Hannah. We hope to feature more local musi-
cians in our services. Those interested, please contact Stuart Lillie on
01462 743755 or Patrick Forbes on 01462 742015.

Church services
Sunday Jan 2nd 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday Jan 9th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday Jan 16th 10 am Family Service St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday Jan 23rd 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
                           10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday Jan 30th 10 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday February 6th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Soup Lunch
January’s soup lunch in

Hinxworth Village Hall will be held
from 12.30 pm until 2 pm on Fri-
day 14th. If you have never been
to one of these lunches, it is high
time you did. There is a choice of
four delicious soups with roll and
butter, followed by a choice of lo-
cally made puddings washed down
with tea or coffee, all for the crazy
sum of £2, £1 for children. Come
early and avoid being trampled un-
derfoot in the rush.

Heavenly voices

Churchyard cleanup

Sign in please
St Nicholas PCC invite you to

our Sign-up Sunday. Do join us for
drinks and nibbles in Hinxworth
Village Hall on Sunday January
16th at 6.30 pm. It’s our way of
thanking everyone for helping with
church cleaning, flower arranging
and coffee making, and hopefully
meeting some new helpers.

Happy New Year!


