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Village Hall gets Biffa
Award

It is perhaps with great pleasure that I can now report that the Vil-
lage Hall project for renovation, refurbishment and upgrading is now
in a position to proceed. I have tried to keep the reports in the Village
Voice regarding the finances to a minimum as I am sure many of you
would be bored with updates on all the hassles along the way. It has not
been easy and many people have continued to achieve success despite a
few who are very much against the project.

The original cost of the project was £171,000 and with the £12,000
from the Parish Council together with £10,000 from an anonymous
donation, £1,000 from Ashwell Show, £25,000 from the Village Hall
Management Committee (a great achievement!), £15,000 from North
Herts District Council this left us with a deficit of £108,000.

balance funded from rates
£20,000 of this has been guaranteed in writing  and we were thus de-
pendent upon the BIFFA award of £45,000 to reduce the shortfall even
further. This then left an outstanding balance of £43,000 and the Parish
Council have taken the view that this should be funded on the rates.

In my opening paragraph I said perhaps good news because, as you
are all well aware, we had a referendum. But please remember that this
was related to borrowing £132,000.  Fund raising will continue and
that £43,000 outstanding should, if  fund raising continues, be quickly
reduced.Nevertheless, in order to obtain the BIFFA Award we had to
guarantee that the whole sum was available and without this guarantee
of £43,000 BIFFA would not have considered our application.

cost implications
Thus the worse scenario taking a typical band D house would be an
additional £37.66 per annum to the rates (it would have been £113.00
with the original sum and just to take two other examples, Band A
would be £25.11 per annum (as opposed to £75.33) and Band H would
be £75.32 (as opposed to £226.00).

I know those that voted against the referendum will call “foul”, but
the Parish Council do not take this view, in that the original referen-
dum although being very close nevertheless forced us to abandon that
option. To let the whole thing collapse with the amended figures would
be unsustainable in that while awaiting to gather this extra £43,000
the building cost would probably have risen beyond our capabilities.

voting in a new village hall
That then is the situation and from those I have talked to since this
award came through I have only encountered unanimous
support.However, democracy rules and I and my fellow Councillors will
be up for election next April and those who objected to the decision can
record their vote against us, bearing in mind that with a following wind
you will probably be voting in the new Village Hall!
Dr Martin G Hoffman, Chairman Hinxworth
Parish Council

Farewell, Geoff, Sharon and Ben

Alas, they’re off to Wales. Geoff and Sharon and Ben left The Three
Horseshoes, Hinxworth at the end of June. Village Voice dropped in to
see them. “We’d like to thank everyone for supporting us,” said Geoff.
It was a great move coming here and a great environment in which to
bring up Ben. Now we’re getting the call to return to Wales.”

oldest pub in Wales is haunted
“Steve and Debbie Hawthorn from Sandy will be the new publicans.
They’re a smashing couple, new to the pub trade. We’re going to a place
called Llanfihangel Crucorney to run the Skirrid Mountain Inn.  We’ll
be providing accommodation there, with three bedrooms to let, with
discounts for Hinxworth and other local people. It’s without question
the oldest pub in Wales and apparently it’s the most haunted pub. There
are resident ghosts, a family named Price. It’s possible that Judge Jefferies
held court there and around 180 people were hung at the Inn between
the 12th and 17th centuries, the last, as the first, for sheep stealing.
There are still marks on the beams.”

a good time to move
“We went to stay there when it was first on the market about a year ago
and fell in love with it. It’s less than half a mile from Offa’s Dyke within
the Brecon Beacons National Park. Ben will go the local school for a
fortnight and then King Henry the Eighth’s School Abergavenny in the
autumn term. We’re moving now because it’s a good moment with Ben
about to change to his secondary school. So he’ll have a couple of weeks
to get to know the children with whom he’ll be going up to school in
Abergavenny next term.”

we’ve made lifelong friends
“Best thing about Hinxworth? The people. We’ve had the most won-
derful time, completely relaxed. The pub is lovely, the village is lovely.
We’ve made some lifelong friends here but it’s time to go home.” Vil-
lage Voice sends them best wishes, love and thanks for all they’ve given
to Hinxworth. Their new phone number is 01873 890258, their email:
mistyspooks@aol.com -  their website: www.skirridmountaininn.co.uk

village goodbye
Villagers gathered in the Three Horseshoes on June 24th to say

goodbye to Geoff, Sharon and Ben. Dr Martin Hoffman spoke for all
the villagers in thanking Geoff and Sharon for making the pub such a
village asset, and wishing them well in their new home in Wales.They
were presented with a cut glass vase as a farewell present. Many a pint
was downed and many a heart was sad.What were these feet doing? Find out at the foot of page 4



 

Sew and sew!

Last month it was the Really Gorgeous Pizza Company. This month
we bring you Planet Fleece, an internet fabric company. Jo Johnson of
Hinxworth told me about it. “This has come about because I like to
sew and I’ve an absolute passion about fabric and textiles and there
aren’t many places where you can buy them any more. What was the
fabric and haberdashery department in John Lewis has shrunk to a
tiny proportion of what it once was and some of the branches don’t
sell fabrics any more. It’s because not many people sew any more, it’s a
dying art. Lots of houses don’t have a sewing machine. Many parents
can’t sew on a button. But some of the old crafts are being revived.
Knitting is being revived with celebrities knitting on film sets. My
mother worked with a lorry driver who knitted in his tea breaks.”

make something in an afternoon
“But young people are interested in originality and being cool so there’s
a chance to try and get them interested in sewing. The company is
called Planet Fleece because we deal mostly in polyester fleece fabrics.
They are very easy to sew. The garments that you make with them are
very simple construction, not haute couture by any means, and it’s
very easy stuff to sew. If you’re only a semi-skilled sewer and you’re
slightly impatient and you want a quick result then it’s great, makes up
quickly and you can make something in an afternoon.”

“I’ve been in the electronics industry for many many years but I
haven’t worked since Annabel was born. I was making something at
home and I became so frustrated that I couldn’t buy nice fabrics – you
can get tatty stuff at the market and on line and if you look at websites
in America and Canada you can see the most beautiful fabrics at really
reasonable prices. At the moment I’m buying from UK importers and
wholesalers. Most of it is made in the Far East, very little is made in
Europe though I do have a range of fabrics that I’ve sourced from
Holland and some I will import myself. If I do find any British manu-
facturers I’ll support them.”

living in fleece
“There isn’t anyone out there specialising in this ‘make it quick

and dirty’ sort of project. We live in fleece. We’ve got fleece beanbags.
I dress in fleece - it’s easy, practical, washable and it’s really easy to sew.
I get a big kick out of making something very quickly. I’m trying to
put together projects that textile students can use. I’ve got some fab-
rics at £2.90 a metre with others up to £11 and £12 a metre.” Visit
Jo’s website at www.planetfleece.co.uk   If you’re eagle-eyed you’ll spot
local Hinxworth  and Edworth people modelling Jo’s projects and de-
signs. If you want to know more, call Jo on 01462 742917.

another Hinxworth venture takes wings

Hinxworth and Edworth WI News
 Mr. Paul Dockley, a retired policeman, gave an entertaining talk

about his career in the police force at our June meeting.    Next month
don’t miss the Garden Party – to be held on 14th July in Carol Cheney’s
garden.   The big question is will it be a lovely summer evening, or
torrential rain, thunder and lightning!   We shall have to wait and see.

There is no meeting in August, but on 29th July we shall be visit-
ing Bodiam Castle and Sissinghurst Garden.   Contact Sylvia Scales to
find out if there are any spaces left, or cancellations.

Annette Forbes

Listeners to BBC Three
Counties Radio’s Martyn Coote
programme on Wednesday June
15th were surprised to hear  an
exciting discussion on the origins
of fox, hedgehog and badger
names interrupted by a report on
NHDC’s “Parish Challenge”
award of £15,000 to Hinxworth.
Martyn gave a glowing account
of the warm and close commu-
nity of Hinxworth, and the VHM

Committee’s struggle to get funding for the village hall refurbishment.
He then asked Village Hall chairman David Osmond, over the phone
link, how much the award had meant to the village, and how it en-
couraged further funding. A few brief questions followed on the im-
portance of village halls and their upkeep before returning to the phone-
in on the origins of “Brock the badger”. A later interview with Garry
Gover of NHDC outlined the importance of Council funding for
local communities, where Hinxworth’s efforts in gaining the funding
were  praised.

congratulations to all concerned
Village Voice congratulates David Osmond, his Committee and all

who have been involved in winning both a Biffa Award and the Parish
Challenge award, raising a total of £60,000 and thus ensuring the refur-
bishment of the Village Hall is  carried forward.

Welcome, Sofia Emmeline

Sofia Emmeline Jarman was born at 5.59 pm on June 24th. She
weighed  six pounds eleven ounces. Our picture shows Michelle and
Mark, from Christy’s Yard, Hinxworth, with their new baby

Hinxworth on air

St Vincent’s Newnham Parish Lunch on a scorching June
19th raised £1,000 for church funds. Thanks to all who
helped in any way.



HINXWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
The Monthly Meeting of the  Council took place on June 2nd.
The War Memorial: The Councillors agreed the War Memorial

requires cleaning, but more urgently the wooden seating needs replac-
ing. The Chairman will ask in the village if there is anyone who can
supply  the materials.

    The Village Hall: BIFFA Award: The Councillors agreed to
guarantee the £43K shortfall in the funds by levying an additional
charge on the Council Tax for the refurbishment of the Village Hall.
The £43K guaranteed by the P.C. presumes the BIFFA award of £45K
and the fund raising by Les Whitfield of £20K are successful. It is
hoped the tender documents can be made ready to be sent to building
contractors within the next month.

 Planning: It has been brought to the attention of the Parish Council
that there appears to be a change of use to the property, at the entry to
New Inn Road from the A1, which has recently changed hands. The
property is situated first right after Farrowby Farm and before Foxhollow
Nursery, where it appears vehicle repairs and maintenance are taking
place. It is necessary for the Parish Council to verify the change of use
with the Planning Department at North Herts District Council.

 Finance: Annual Accounts 2004/2005: Mr Tony Devaney has
kindly audited the accounts. The Councillors agreed the figures and
the Chairman signed the relevant documentation ready for submis-
sion to the external auditors by June 30th 2005. The Chairman con-
veyed his thanks to Mr Tony Devaney.

Recreation Ground:Rospa Inspection: The Inspection has taken
place and the ROSPA report has been received by the Parish Council.
Tony Smyth and Harry King are to report back at the next Parish
Council meeting on ROSPA’s  recommendations.

Fencing off the Recreation Ground from the Car Park Entrance:
A request has been made to the Parish Council for this area to be
fenced off permanently to deter cars from driving onto the recreation
ground. This may not be possible, as vehicles do need to have access
to the area. It therefore may easier to erect a chain link fence to cover
the gap as and when necessary.

 Highways: Chapel Street: The work to the gullies in Chapel Street
has yet to be completed. It appears the use of gravel to be laid into the
gullies may be a short-term solution. This will allow the water to drain
through and alleviate the problems of vehicles driving over the deep
gullies.

Cantlebury: The Parish Council has not received a definitive an-
swer from Hertfordshire Highways either ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to the question
of the boundary of Cantlebury at the area of the pond. Does the pond
in its entirety belong to Cantlebury?  The Chairman asked the Clerk
to contact Andrew Young to ask him to kindly request Hertfordshire
Highways supply an answer.

New Inn Road: At the first bend in New Inn Road opposite the
entrance to Thorns Farm the road has started to flood again. Hert-
fordshire Highways need to be notified.

Ashwell Road: There are further potholes appearing in the road,
therefore the pothole help line needs to be informed.

Action: Wendy Kitchener to contact Hertfordshire Highways re-
garding New Inn Road and Ashwell Road.  Andrew Young has since
notified the Parish Council there is to be a meeting between Steve
Greenhill and Michael Moralee of Hertfordshire Highways to obtain
final decisions on Chapel Street and Cantlebury.

Date of the next meeting: 7th July 2005. 8pm in the Village Hall.

Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

To mark the 60th anniversary of the end of the Second World War, Ed
Thorn talked to Cyril Demarne OBE about his war-time experiences.

Having joined the fire service as a 20 year old, Cyril had already
spent 14 years fighting fires in the East End of London when war
broke out. Prior to this in 1937 the government had realised that war
was probably inevitable and had began to make contingency plans.
Part of these plans was the formation of the Auxiliary Fire Service
(AFS) and Cyril was selected to be one of the six instructors for his
area. Although only men were trained for fire fighting duties many
women were also recruited to carry out ancillary duties such as staff
drivers, dispatch riders, canteen staff, and operations room operatives.
The AFS numbered some 180,000 people of which around 80,000
were women. At the outbreak of war, September 1st 1939, all the re-
cruits made their way to their local fire station to begin their duties.

unsung heroes
The East End of London was a prime target for enemy air raids

with its docks, warehouses, oil refineries and chemical works and the
Fire Service was kept busy as  incendiaries, land mines and high explo-
sive munitions rained down. Firemen took terrible risks from collaps-
ing buildings and oil refinery explosions and unexploded munitions as
they carried out their duties and many unsung heroes lost their lives
as they sought to limit the destruction.

guarding St Paul’s
During the war years Cyril received a number of promotions, ending
as Divisional Officer for West Ham and later for the City and Central
London including Saint Paul’s Cathedral. By this time unmanned rock-
ets, V1 and V2, had taken over the attacks from manned bombers.
Cyril and his crews were involved with three of the most deadly V2
incidents in which more than 300 people were killed.

10 minute cat naps
Cyril remarked “As Divisional Officer I was expected to work seven
days on and one off. The days in fact lasted the full 24 hours, meaning
I was so tired that I had to survive on 10 minute cat-naps as I was
driven from incident to incident. Even then I sometimes fell asleep
into my food.”

fire service bravery
Cyril’s achievements were rewarded with an OBE in 1952. A statue,
created by Cyril’s son-in-law John Mills to commemorate the bravery
of the members of the Fire Service, stands to one side of Saint Paul’s
Cathedral in London.

 For the full story read Cyril’s book “A Fireman’s Tale” published by
Battle of Britain Prints International Limited.  ISBN 0 900913 67 3.
Ed Thorn

Fighting
fires -
saving
London

Wild Ideas
Michael Baim from Edworth writes, “1. Could I have a car where

the windscreen wipers are synchronised to the radio? Imagine the wipers
wiping in time with Beethoven’s 5th or Tchaikovsky’s 1812!   Wild eh?
2. I would love to have the volume of my radio linked to the speed of
the car. This would save me adjusting the volume everytime I slowed
down or speeded up. I’m working on what to do when the windows
are open! By the way, I have “patent pending” on both these ideas.

Whizz Kids
Congratulations to those who completed their cycling proficiency,

both off and on the road parts with success: Jake Butterworth, Grace
Campbell,  Eleanor Dean, Annie Price and  Ben Rowlands.
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On the
beat

with PC 431

Paul Marina

Church services

Going away on holiday soon, going to
stop at a motorway service station?

Hertfordshire Police are starting to increase patrols at Motorway
Service Stations in our area. We, as a lot of Police Forces, are suffering
a large amount of crime at these locations and quite frankly the secu-
rity supplied by the owners is minimal.

Thieves will steal anything from lap-top computers, sports equip-
ment, handbags, mobile phones and hi-fi equipment.

We have warned motorists before about leaving valuables in cars
when they stop for a break while out on the road, or over night in
motels as well as at conference centres. So, please, do not fall a victim
to this sort of crime.

Something else to watch out for: drivers are getting into their parked
cars putting down their bags in the vehicle and starting up the engine,
when they notice a sheet of paper placed on their back windscreen. So
naturally they get out of the car to remove the sheet, or read it. Then
someone appears, opens the car door and steals the car or property
from the vehicle.

This will be parked near Ashwell Post Office from 8.30 am until 10.30
am on Thursdays July 14th and 28th.

let’s work together
This monthly newsletter is intended to raise awareness of crime in our
area and what steps can be taken to reduce it. If we know what is going
on, are alert to it, share information and work together, we will all stand
a better chance of preventing crime or tracing those responsible for it.
Please pass my e-mail address to your friends and neighbours and I will
include them in the distribution list.

contact us
 Our Secretary and Community Safety Co-ordinator is Angela Clark

on 01462 425033.  Our Crime Prevention Officer is Mark Montgomery
on 01462 425043.  My phone Number 01462 425224  for mid to long
term problems, 0845 33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or need
Police within a couple of hours, 999 for immediate response if you
have just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk
gemma.day@herts.pnn.police.uk

mobile police station

Sunday 3rd 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 10th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 17th 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 24th 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

   10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 31st 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

While the hall is out of action
we would like to hire out some of
the hall equipment. Here is  a list
of equipment we have available -
it could be useful over the summer!
Chairs, trestle tables, small tables, 
two microwave ovens, a wine fridge
with glass door, fridge, potato oven,
cutlery, crockery, glass jugs, ice
buckets,  glasses, trays, dishes.
These are just some of the many
items we have, all for hire at a very
reasonable rate. Give me a ring on
01462 742505 if you would like
to borrow any of these items.

Equipment for hire

Sylvia Scales.

Hinxworth Art Society

On Wednesday 13th July mem-
bers will be sketching and paint-
ing in Hinxworth Place sculpture
garden, by  kind permission of John
Mills. Please bring a chair and any
refreshments you require. Meet at
the Village Hall at 10 am as usual.
In the event of bad weather we will
adjourn to St. Nicholas’ Church.

Betty Thorn

The Teddy Bears will be hold-
ing their Annual Picnic in aid of
Amyloidosis research and the
Keech Cottage Childrens Hospice
on Sunday 10th July 2005 from
4.30 pm until 7 pm at Orchard
Bungalow, Lower Farm, Edworth.
There will be  tea, coffee, soft
drinks, sandwiches and cakes in-
cluded in the entry price of £3 for
Adult and £2 for Children. There
will be a cake stall, a bottle stall, as
well as a  bring and buy  and a plant
stall and for the kids a bouncy cas-
tle, pony rides and  entertainment
by The ‘Sausageman’.

soup lunch

Teddy Bears’ Picnic

village walk
July’s Village Walk will start

from The Three Horseshoes,
Hinxworth at 10 pm on Friday July
15th. We are  sorry that June’s walk
had to be cancelled due to unfore-
seen circumstances.

Why not join us for this
monthly gastronomic delight from
12.30 pm until 2 pm on Friday July
8th in Hinxworth Village Hall? It’s
a bargain at just £2 for adults and
£1 for children.

copy date
Please send all copy and pic-

tures to me, Patrick Forbes, 18
Francis Road, Hinxworth SG7
5HL by July 20th for the August
edition. Better yet, to save me hav-
ing to retype it, send material to
the email address at the foot of this
page. Thank you. I’m sorry that
this edition has appeared late.

new priest
We hear that interviews for our

new parish priest will be held in
the middle of July. Prayers, please.

and did those feet...

Those feet on page 1 belonged
to  Charlie Thackway, Dick Cobb
and Jamie Crocker, who walked
from Princes Risborough to Gor-
ing near Wallingford in Oxford-
shire  on June 16th and 17th, 30
miles in all.

“We’ve walked together for
three to four years, from Haydon
near Chrishall to Princes
Risborough on the Icknield Way,”
said Charlie. “That links to the
Ridgeway. I’m taking the complete
works of Tolstoy, three editions of
the Bible and a lump of pig-iron
for stability,” he added. “We walk
together just for the fun of it.”

Tony Lloyd accepted the Newspa-
per Design of the Year Award on
behalf of the Daily Telegraph for
its display of the tsunami disaster
from Joanna Lumley at the Hilton
Hotel in London on May 11th.

When Tony met Joanna

There may be one or two places
left on this outing to Bodiam and
Sissinghurst on Friday July 29th.
It promises to be enjoyable day out.
The cost is £20 to non National
Trust members, £10 to members -
coach only. For further informa-
tion,  just phone Sylvia Scales on
01462 742505.

Bodiam trip


