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Villagers gathered in the Hinxworth village hall on Sunday 6th of
February to celebrate the 100th birthday of Cyril Demarne O.B.E. which
occurred the following day.  A generous buffet was provided by family
and friends with a birthday cake created by his daughter Jo Mills.

On display was a watercolour painting of the St Nicholas church
painted by Gordon Hayden. This had been presented to Cyril during the
morning service in the church.

Also on display was a montage of photographs, created by his son-in -
law John Mills,  taken at various stages of Cyril’s long and adventurous life
in the Fire Service, with scenes from UK, Australia and Lebanon. John
gave a brief commentary on the significance of each photograph.

A toast was proposed by Reggie Fair in which he urged Cyril ; having
reached his century, to keep on ‘batting’ . In his  speech of thanks Cyril
gave a fascinating insight into his  early life in the East End of London
including Zeppelin raids  and the Sidney Street siege.

Cyril received numerous presents from well wishers including a framed
photograph of himself with the youngest member of our community
Magnus Hartree.

Village Celebrates Cyril’s Century

The celebration drew to a close with the cutting of the cake.We all wish
Cyril continued health and happiness and we hope to give more on his
varied life in an interview in a future edition.

pictures by Gerald Clare and Ed Thorn



     Hinxworth Parish CouncilHinxworth and Edworth WI News

On the 10th February the Hinxworth & Edworth WI celebrated not only
their 68th Birthday but the 90th Anniversary of the WI in Great Britain.
The Birthday Party held in the Village Hall was attended by members and
their partners, a buffet supper was served and the evening which was
hastily planned at the last minute, due to the entertainers’ failing to attend,
turned out to be a hilarious evening of ‘home-grown’ fun – musical hats,
relay balloon race and a Chinese auction.
One of the high points on the evening was the presentation of plants and
chocolates to Nellie Clarke who was retiring from the WI after 65 years as a
member, and also Gwen Freeman who was close on Nellie’s heels with some
63 years service!  Nellie was invited to cut the Birthday cake which had
been made by Jerry Keep.
Many thanks to those who stepped in at the last minute to organise the
evening.  The next meeting will be held on the 10th March when Mrs Joy
Rorke will speak on “Shakespeare’s Globe”

Audrey Clare.

The monthly meeting took place in the Village Hall on 3rd February.
   Jacks House:- Victor Garling has obtained details of the current owner

believed to be Ashley Mack. Also Tim Wren of N.H.D.C. is investigating
on behalf of the Parish Council.
         Village Hall:-

  The Referendum:- The Parish Councillors had delivered 120 voting
papers, one  to every household in the Village during January. The voting
took place in the Village Hall between  2pm & 8pm prior to the Parish
Council  Meeting. The ‘count’ followed presided over by the Parish Coun-
cil Chairman. Approximately 45 villagers attended.

   The result is as follows:-
Number of votes cast:-  87  =  72.5% turnout
1.To the question ‘ Do you consider Hinxworth needs a Village Hall’ the
vote was as follows:- 82 Yes = 94.25% of the turnout.  5 No = 5.75% of
the turnout.
2. To the question ‘ This Household agrees with the proposal to refurbish
the Village Hall as laid out by the  Village Hall Management Committee
and is willing to fund this by a levy on the Council Tax’ the vote was as
follows:- 53  Yes  = 60.92% of the turnout  34 No  =  39.08% of the
turnout.
The two thirds majority of votes cast required for the Village Hall
refurbishment to go ahead  under question 2 above, therefore failed by 5
votes = 5.08% of the turnout. The Chairman thanked the Clerk for her
efforts in organising the referendum.
         Recreation Ground:-
         Tennis Court:- Harry King has surveyed the court. John Cheney has
completed some urgent maintenance. Other work, if necessary, to be
completed in the Spring. The cutting of the hedges around the ground
needs to be addressed. John Cheney to be asked for his help.
         Highways:-
     Chapel Street- The proposals put forward by Robson Mupani,
Hertfordshire Highways, for the drainage channels in front of the properties
in Chapel Street has been sent to the householders.
The work is scheduled as per Hertfordshire Highways - Integrated Works
P2004/05 programme and is substantially complete.
          Cantlebury:- The Parish Council is  awaiting a reply from Mr Richard
Brown Director of Hertfordshire Highways to their letter dated 17th January
requesting information on the boundary to the property.
         Hinxworth to Dunton Road:- Bedfordshire Highways have replied
to the Parish Council’s letter of 16th January with negative response. The
Village Voice to publish the letter in its next issue. A copy has also been
passed to Richard Floyd, Edworth Parish Meeting, for information.
         Any Other Business:- Date of the Annual General Meeting is April
7th 2005. Andrew Young and Ian Simpson to be invited to attend.
    Date of the next meeting:  3rd March 2005.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Council

 Ashwell School children were asked to think of ways to raise money for
the Tsunami victims.  A sports event was held by some of the children
where people paid to enter races, play table tennis etc. and £280.00 was
raised.  A Sale was also held, with stalls offering cakes, biscuits, books and
toys.  Rosie Lord, pictured above, chose to be a clockwork doll - the chil-
dren paid 50p for her to dance a clockwork dance at the end of which she
presented them with a fairy cake.  The Sale raised £319.92 in all.  There
have also been banana boxes in each class room which the children have
filled with items to send to the affected people in Sri Lanka - food, toiletries
and small toys which werre sent before half term.  £34.00 has been given
in donations to help fund the cost of sending these boxes.All-in-all over
£644.61 has been raised by the children!
 

Clockwork Rosie helps Tsunami victims

(picture by Lucy Lord)

 



Michael and Heather Baim live
in Edworth. Heather works as reg-
istrar at Princess Helena College,
Gosmore, near Hitchin while
Michael is a fundraising manager
for Keech Cottage Children’s Hos-
pice outside Luton. But there’s an-
other side to Michael. He’s the
Sausageman – children’s party en-
tertainer. How did he get into this
business? “We were collecting the
children from a party one year and
there was an entertainer there and
he wasn’t particularly good, so I

and said, okay, do it. So we then spent some hours on a train from Leeds to
London talking about it and planning an act for want of a better word and
identifying what needed to go into a 2 to 2 and a half hour act. It is a long
time but there’s tea in the middle. You think about it scientifically, the first
half should be very energetic, running and jumping around, dancing and
singing and noise. After tea, it’s a little calmer a little quieter because they’ve
got full tummies. I then bring on the magic and the talent competition. I
chose Sausage because that was a term of endearment I always used, not
being very good at remembering  names.  So we came up with The
Sausageman. An outfit was made covered with sausages, not real ones. This
was in North London. I must have done it for eight to ten years before I
hung up my sausages.”

corporate Father Christmas
“At one point I thought about doing it full time. But on the basis that most
children’s parties other than in the holidays take place at the weekend the
finances didn’t stack up. I also did Father Christmas as well. I used to get
corporate bookings from firms doing parties for children of the staff, some-
times three to four parties a day. It was a lot of fun but I stopped because I
wasn’t seeing my family.”

attention to detail
“The entertainer is probably the most expensive part of the afternoon and
the party is a very very important afternoon in the life of the family, so while
we have a lot of fun, it’s taken very seriously and a lot of thought and
planning goes into it. When I get a booking I send a questionnaire to the
parents so that I can incorporate knowledge about the little one into the
party. I send them all a birthday card from the Sausageman beforehand.
These little details matter enormously.”

CRB checked
“I have been Criminal Record Bureau checked. It matters because the par-
ents are handing over responsibility for 20 to 25 children to a stranger.We
can do everything, even the catering. Our aim is to make the day as enjoy-
able as possible. The best thing  is the kids’ faces,  hearing them laugh,
knowing that the birthday child has had two and a half hours of pure
magic.”

“I started again  through doing a party for a neighbour and enjoyed it
so much that I wondered why I’d stopped. I have a new outfit, new tricks.
People  book me for a full afternoon, or for just an hour.”

lovely people
“I’m from London, Heather’s from Leeds. We lived in North London for 29
years, always planning to move to the country. We were sitting round a pool
in the rain in Majorca three years ago and Heather said, ‘Why don’t we
move? Let’s do it.” Within two weeks we’d sold and bought. We’ve met
such lovely people here. As we come back from work, as we turn off the A1,
everything just drops away from us. We have two sons, Spencer 30 this year,
lives in New York. Miles, 25, lives in Barnet.”

To book the Sausageman contact Michael on 01767 315094

Meet Michael the Sausageman

turned to Heather and said, I can do that. She threw the gauntlet down

Hinxworth Archers Strike Gold

Hinxworth Archery Club emerged as Hertfordshire’s top club at the
County Indoor Championships held in St.Albans on the 6th February,
beating Stortford by just 6 points.. 2203 against 2197.

Hertfordshire’s  smallest club finished ahead of such illustrious names
as Abbey (St.Albans), Hertford, Berkhamsted, Green Dragon (Stevenage)
and Stortford (Bishops Stortford).

Our victory took everyone by surprise, including me. I arrived at the
tournament for the last of the three sessions thinking we did not have
enough archers to make up a team. I met Tim Ecclestone in the foyer to
the hall, he had decided to join us at the last minute. Our recently re-
cruited member, Ben Rayner (former Junior Champion) had also made a
late entry, and Joe Privett had decided to forego a previously arranged
lunch date with his prospective in-laws to help us out. Together with
Jerry Keep, Roger Godden and John Knight, we had more than enough
to make up a four man team.

Hinxworth’s victorious team consisted of:-
Ben Rayner....................586 (Bronze Medal & New Club Record)
David Osmond..............542
Joe Privett.......................538
Tim Ecclestone...............537

Each archer received a gold county medal and “The Hertfordshire Golden
Hart” Trophy to keep safe until next year. My heartfelt thanks to all
Hinxworth archers for their participation and support.

David Osmond
Green Lane Inquiry

The public inquiry into the upgrading of the bridle way known
locally as Green Lane to a Byway Open to All  Traffic (BOAT), took place
in the Memorial Hall in Dunton  on Tuesday February 15th.
The inquiry was chaired by a government inspector Sue Arnot.  The in-
quiry covered only the legal case for upgrade based on past maps and
records. As  a result the majority of the objections raised by local residents
and land owners, which were based on safety issues, could not be accepted
by the inspector.  Should the resquest be granted it may be possible  then to
raise the safety issues with the Bedforshire County Council. A decision is
expected in March.
Ed Thorn

  Fly Tipping
Cantlebury residents George Vincent and Pauline Hall  were less than

pleased with the present of builder’s rubbish dumped in their garden at
the beginning of February. If anybody saw anything suspicious they would
be interested  to hear from you.



On the
beat

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd, 01462-742015, e-mail:patrickforbes@waitrose.com

how to contact us
My phone number is 01462 425224 for mid to long term problems. Call
0845 33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple
of hours. Call 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime
and for  hare coursing.

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.

mobile police station
The Mobile Police Station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on
Thursdays March 10th  and 24th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Church services in March
Sunday  6th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Village Walk

Sunday 13th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 20th 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Maundy Thursday  8 pm Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Good Friday 10.30 am Walk, followed by soup lunch at St Nicholas

                 1 pm to 2pm meditation with music, St Nicholas
Sunday 27th 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

               10 am Easter Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday April 3rd 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Soup lunch

Clergy cover during vacancy
During the vacancy in the United Benefice of Ashwell with Hinxworth

and Newnham, clergy cover will be provided by Patrick Forbes and Eric
Shegog, both retired priests. For any matters concerning baptisms, wed-
dings, funerals, hospital visits in Hinxworth, Newnham, Edworth and
Caldecote, please contact Patrick Forbes on 01462  742015. If the matter
is urgent and Patrick has gone missing, contact one or other of the Church-
wardens. In Hinxworth they are Stuart Lillie 01462 743755 and Alec
Stephenson 01462 742953. In Newnham they are Nicholas Farr on 01462
742815 and Kit  Boddington 01462 742814.

This  month’s soup lunch will
be on March 11th from 12.30 p.m
to 2 p.m. All welcome.

To overcome the winter blues
why not join the village walk on
Friday 18th March at 10 a.m start-
ing at the Three Horseshoes.

   Not fat Club
  Hinxworth’s Not Fat Club has 25
members and is shedding the
pounds (both sorts) rapidly, but it’s
not too late to join them. Every Tues-
day night from 7 - 7:30 pm in the
Village Hall.

  Future Events
Village Quiz

 Friday 18th March 7:30 for 8pm
startin Hinxworth Village Hall. Bar,
snacks and a chance to win the
much coveted shield. All welcome
- teams of  6 or less please - register
on the night.£5 a head.
Fabric & Bric-a-Brac

Sale
  Friday 4th March 10 a.m.-7.30
p.m.& Sat.5th 11a.m- 4p.m.All
types of materials,  hats, scarves, and
gloves. New/nearly new household
items and clothes.
Coffee and tea available. Proceeds
to Village Hall funds.
Art Society Exhibition

  Saturday 9th to 11th April in
the Village Hall. Local exhibitors
wanted. Apply to Viv Hughes on
743227 or  Brenda Dangar on
743104.

Ashwell Music
Festival This fascinating and profitable

event will this year be held on Sat-
urday 2nd April in St,. Mary’s
church. 9.30-1.00 p.m. Collection
of donated items Thursday 31st
March and Friday 1st April. No
clothes or electrical goods. Phone:
Carolyn Lush 01462 743408 or
Anne Shegog 01462 743251

  This annual event festival be-
gins on Saturday 21st May and
ends on Sunday 29th May. The
programme includes performances
by the English Sinfonia, Margaret
Knight (harpist) and Kenny Ball
and his Jazzmen. Full details in
later edition of Village Voice.

Biscuit and Sweet
   Competition

This  competition to raise funds
for the Village Hall spread far and
wide. It was won by :

    Mrs M. Thorpe
    6 Dickens Road,
    Barnard Castle,
    Durham  DL12  8HJ
The winner had 49 of the 50

answers correct. A full list of the an-
swers can be obtained from Yvonne
Tookey on 742505. See next edi-
tion for amount raised.

  Car thefts
  Cars are still being stolen in the area. In Royston we have had a house
entered by forcing the front door during the hours of darkness. The
offender made a search of the downstairs and found a set of  keys to a new
car that was parked on the driveway to the house and then stole the car!

           Doorstep workman
   Don’t let any casual caller do work on your property, for example roofing,
tarmacking driveways or gardening. Every year we receive complaints from
out-of-pocket customers who say that workman have vanished leaving jobs
half done or badly finished. In most of these instances large amounts of
cash have been paid in advance of the work being started and the victim
has no way of tracing the workmen or company. In most cases these door-
knocking ‘workmen’ are not based locally and want to be paid in cash.
   If someone calls at your door offering to do some work for you, make sure
the person is who they say they are - take a contact telephone number and
say you will call back later in the day to confirm if you want the work done.
Don’t accept for the work to be done immediately. You can then speak with
friends, family or the police about what the workman was offering. Ask
where they advertise or if they are listed in the phone book and contact
details of previous customers - then check this is true. Don’t pay up front -
regardless of how demanding they are. Ask for a written quote on headed
paper and always pay by cheque - genuine workmen will be happy to work
this way.

e-mail newsletter - just for you
I publish a larger newsletter sent via e-mail. If you would like to receive this
please e-mail me with your name, address and phone number and I will put
you on the distribution list.

Ashwell Flea Market.

Massive Tsunami appeal party
Chris Sheldrick is organizing a massive 11 band party on Monday

28th March in London at The Bridge, SE1.from 7 pm until 10.30pm.
The venue holds 2,500 and all the musicians are giving their services free.
There will be Jazz, Blues, Big Band, Rat Pack, Motown, Close Harmony
Vocal, Soul, Groove with a finale of Symphonic Big Band involving musi-
cians from all the bands. All profits go to the Tsunami Appeal fund. More
details,tickets etc from www.csmusic.co.uk/Tsunami_Appeal_Party.htm
Or ring Chris Sheldrick on 0207 937 1178.

Please send copy and pictures to Patrick Forbes by March 20th for
the April edition. Thanks. Congratulations and thanks to Ed Thorn for
editing this  issue of Village Voice. We wish all our readers a Happy Easter.

Copy Date


