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Ashwell School PTA Fireworks Night

Saturday 5th November
Stay close  to home and join us this Bonfire Night for another fantas-

tic display at Hinxworth Recreation Ground. As well as the impressive
fireworks, there will be food available including ‘Crump-dogs’, delicious
mulled wine, beer, sweets and other treats. Food and drink will be on
sale from 6pm, and the display starts at 6.30pm. Adults £ 5.00 ,Chil-
dren 3.00, Family ticket (2 adults & 2 children) £15.00. Tickets avail-
able on the night.

“If music be the food of love”
Yes, there was plenty of food and music, together with many words,

on Friday October 7th when  Frances and Simon Marlow hosted the first
of three concerts in aid of the Village Hall at their home.

Simon, together with Jenny Linden, she of “Women in Love” and so
much more over a long and spectacularly successful career, put on a
terrific evening of “Words and Music” which delighted an audience of
thirty and at the same time raised approximately £250 for the Village
Hall Refurbishment Fund.

For nearly an hour and a half they kept the guests enthralled with
soliloques, piano solos, duets  –  serious and hilarious. The audience had
a great time.

The Village Hall Management Committee would like to thank Jenny
and Simon for their magnificent support together with Farrowby Farm
which put on such a delicious spread for all the guests after the main
event was over.

Book November 19th now
NOW – whilst we have your attention! The second concert takes place
at the St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth on Saturday November 19th at
7.30 pm when “The Lyra Quartet”, Clare Finnimore and friends, presents
an evening of Haydn, Ravel and Elgar. Tickets, including glass of wine a
snip at £10.

and finally, your own, your very own....
The third evening is “Old Time Music Hall” performed by The Phoenix
Music Hall Company (in full dress) in St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth
at 7.30 pm on December 10th. Tickets to include a glass of wine  just
£10. So, quickly now, prepare post-haste to purchase permits to partake
of these perennially popular pleasures.

For tickets or more information on either of these events please con-
tact Heather or Michael Baim on 01767 315094.

We will remember them

Farrowby Farm for Fresh Food

terrific teas and lovely lunches

When Her Majesty the Queen un-
veiled the memorial commemorating
the  women  of  World War  2 on July
9th  she was, as one observer wrote,
putting women in their proper place -
in the heart of the nation, next to the
men, next to the Cenotaph in Lon-
don’s Whitehall. The memorial sculpted by Hinxworth’s John Mills, marks
the contribution made by seven million women to the war effort. There
are 17 individual sets of clothing and uniforms around the sides, sym-
bolising the hundreds of different jobs women undertook in World War
Two and then gave back for the homecoming men at the end of the war.

history has been re-written
Women did every job imaginable and many they would never have

been allowed to do before the outbreak of war – they dug coal, drove
ambulances, trains and buses; they ran soup kitchens and grew food,
they built ships,war planes and made munitions. Hundreds of thou-
sands volunteered for military service. Women risked their lives to serve
our country in the time of greatest need – they too were killed and
maimed.  Shamefully Britain forgot to recognise or thank women for the
contribution and sacrifice they made. But sixty years on, in the anniver-
sary year of the end of World War Two, history has been re-written.

On Remembrance Sunday, November 13th, we will remember them,
at 10 am in St Nicholas Church and at the War Memorial, Hinxworth.



Why not start the run up to Christmas
2005 by booking Saturday 3rd December in your
diary and joining The Amici Singers for their
Christmas Concert?  This year it is to be held at
St. Bartholomew’s Church in Great Gransden,
starting at 7.30pm.  Tickets at £6 and £4 can be
bought on the door or by phoning either 01767
681883 or 01767 877378.

join in the singing
The Amicis will be singing a selection of carols, a
number of which are for audience participation.
The main item on the programme this year is a

Grand Ceilidh at Edworth

raises £1528

Jo Johnson, parent governor
Jo Johnson of Homefield,

Hinxworth, has been elected un-
opposed to be a parent governor
of Ashwell School. She will serve
for a period of four years, and joins
Sonja Bentley from Edworth, also
a parent governor of the school.

Jo has two children at Ashwell
and two at Knights Templar in Baldock. Ashwell School Newsletter quotes
Jo as saying, “I gave up paid employment  six years ago when the logis-
tics of the after-school activities became more complicated than my ca-
reer in logistics. My aim as a governor would be to support  Cliff Jenkinson
in maintainingthe superb ethos  of Ashwell School which we value so
highly, while working to ensure that the conditions for staff and children
are optimal for a first class education.”

Around 120 villagers enjoyed the Edworth Ceilidh held in David
Smyth’s barn on Friday October 21st. The Strathgade Dancers demon-
strated their skills, the barn was decorated with naval signal flags with
the message Admiral Nelson sent to his fleet before the Battle of Trafal-
gar 200 years ago. There was a fish or chicken dinner, a good bar and an
excellent raffle.

Altogether, the evening raised £1528 for the Hinxworth and Edworth
Village Hall refurbishment Fund, the raffle contributing £311 and the
bar around £500 to this total. All in all, it was an excellent evening.
Congratulations and thanks to all who organised it and made it so

Village Voice - the first 50
When Village Voice was born in October 2001, it was produced us-

ing the photocopier in St Mary’s parish office, Ashwell. The reproduc-
tion was almost satisfactory, but the machine took exception to printing
double sided A3 pages.  Geoff Burrows generously offered to print the
paper in his office in Biggleswade, and that, with one shining exception,
is where it has been printed ever since. The exception was last year’s
December edition, kindly produced by Richard Floyd on his colour
printer in Baldock. Without Geoff and  computer expert Matthew
Heaton, Village Voice may well have sunk in the first five months. I am
also indebted to Ed Thorn, assistant editor, who is a great help.

The paper is distributed by kind volunteers in Edworth, Newnham
and Caldecote and in Hinxworth by whoever is prepared to deliver it
with Herts on Sunday for a small monthly sum. It is also posted to oth-
ers with connections with these villages: police; councillors, for example.

As far as possible, we avoid carrying paid advertisements because of
the hassle and the space they might occupy. Instead, we try to feature
village enterprises in the hope that readers will support them.

keep the words and pictures flowing
Most months, Village Voice seems to write itself, with sufficient contri-
butions, both written and pictures, arriving almost in time to be in-
cluded. There have been months, few in number, when non-urgent copy
has had to be held over to the following month’s edition. There is little
that passes for an editorial policy beyond avoiding libel. If pressed on the
matter I would like to think Village Voice can be used by anyone to
defend or promote the wellbeing of the villages and those who live or
work in them.  One nightmare would be to constantly run anti dog-
mess  campaigns, or to publish regular letters about anti social behav-
iour. Thus far, the nightmare has remained precisely that, a bad dream.

sensitive society photographer needed
One problem has been that of photographs. I  like taking photo-

graphs, and over the years have enjoyed trying to illustrate accounts of
village events, whether Parties in the Park, Edworth Teddy Bears Picnic
or the Newnham Parish Lunch. I am aware that paparazzi, press photog-
raphers who pursue their quarry like Rottweilers, are not the most popu-
lar press people. Some people are happier having their photo taken than
are others. So if I have been too pushy, I apologise. I would rather enjoy
village events than feel the need to photograph them for Village Voice.
So if there’s a sensitive society photographer out there, please get in touch.

Meanwhile, thank you to everyone who has contributed, distributed,
proof-read, and been generally encouraging over the first fifty editions
of Village Voice. It would be good if one or two people offered to learn
the simple business of its production before I order my zimmer frame.

Patrick Forbes

Amici Singers Christmas Concert
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performance of “The Infancy of Christ” by Douglas Coombes, their
conductor.  This tells the Nativity Story through sound and images.  It
contains original music and narration taken from the Bible which covers
the Annunciation to the return to Nazareth from Egypt, where the Holy
Family had taken refuge from the wrath of Herod.  During the perform-
ance paintings illustrating the events will be projected – a genuine first
for the Amicis!

Fantastic flowers and foliage at Foxhollow
...just the place for Christmas presents



Hinxworth Parish Council
 The meeting was held on October 6th in the Village Hall. The Chair-

man welcomed the Chairman of North Herts District Council,  Coun-
cillor Lynda Needham, and thanked her for attending the meeting. As
an ‘Honorary Member’ he would welcome her input to the proceedings.

Matters arising from the minutes: The War Memorial: Harry King
reported the wood for the repair of the seats would be available next
month.In addition the flagpole needs some attention. Martin Hoffman
will ask Paul Watler for his help.

B.T. Telephone Kiosk: Martin Hoffman would like to see the cards
available locally for use in the Village kiosk.

Chairman’s Report:  A Website for Hinxworth: Martin Hoffman
would like to see a website set up for Hinxworth. Simon Marlow has
details of a national website and will ask Vicky Scales to investigate..

 Brown Bins:  These bins are being allocated to every household in
North Herts for composted waste. Hinxworth has not been allocated
any to date. Councillor Needham notified the meeting that a programme
for roll out of the bins is under way.

 Village Hall: Programme for Refurbishment: A meeting is arranged
on October 13th with the Councillors, Eades Hotwani ( the Architects).
Geoff Burrows and David Osmond to finalise the Tender list.

  Planning:· TraveLodge & Little Chef, Great North Road – Appli-
cation 05/01335/1AD – Advertisement Consent:  Internally illuminated
gable sign and internally illuminated box sign on front elevation. Re-
placement freestanding internally illuminated monolith sign.  The Coun-
cillors have no objection to this application.

  Esharin New Inn Road – Application 05/01146/1 – Continued
use of a private residence for mixed  residential use and car repair activity
including retention of a spray booth building. The Councillors have had
no response from N.H.D.C. on their reservations to the application.

  Recreation Ground: Tennis Court: Harry King completed the work
on the tennis court net and winding mechanism. Subsequent to this,
the net has been vandalised and the winding mechanism broken. He has
therefore to evaluate the work now required.

  Hedging: Now the bird-nesting season is over Simon Marlow and
Harry King will review the work required to clear the area known as
Marlow’s Wood.

  Highways:·  Chapel Street: The work to the gullies in Chapel Street
has yet to progress further. There is still no response from Hertfordshire
Highways. For those residents of Chapel Street who are still experienc-
ing difficulties with the gullies at the entrances to their properties, it
appears the gullies can be filled with 20mm aggregate, as a temporary
measure. This should allow for drainage and also alleviate damage to
vehicle  tyres.

  Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: The Parish Councillors still require
the reporting of the conditions of the roads to Hertfordshire Highways
again on the following number: 01438 – 737320. A report number
must be obtained by the caller. The fault should be dealt with within 24
hours.Councillor Needham said Hertfordshire County Council were
aware the roads throughout the County were in need of constant repair.
Hertfordshire County Council has a review in place on how to over-
come the problem. The Councillors asked for Hertfordshire Highways
to be reminded to continue ‘gritting’ of the Hinxworth to Dunton road
during the coming winter.  Wendy Kitchener to write to Paul Hazley.

 Any Other Business: Filming in the Village: There has been no
response from the film company to the request for a donation to the
Village Hall Refurbishment Fund.

 Parish Playground Fund and Parish Enhancement & Cleansing
Fund: There will be no application to the Parish Playground Fund. Harry
King reported the ‘risk’ assessment report from R.O.S.P.A. detailed only
minor risks. The Parish Enhancement and Cleansing Fund forms have
been returned to N.H.D.C. applying for £200 to allow for the emptying
of the  ‘Dog Bins’ to be paid for and any other general cleaning required

in the Village. Date of the next meeting: 3rd November 2005. 8pm in
the Village Hall or St Nicholas Church.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

Charity Christmas Cards
For a wide selection of Charity Christmas Cards why not visit Ashwell

Charity  Card Shop, Kirby Manor, 73 High Street, opposite Ashwell
Store? It will be open  on Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm, and on Sundays 2 -
4.30 pm. with a large selection of attractive cards.

Talk to the W.I. on 13th October
Reggie Fair told us about some of the “interesting people” he has

met in his life and illustrated his talk with some amusing anecdotes.  In
his class at school in the 1940s were Ross and Norris McWhirter, the
twins who founded the Guiness Book of Records.  A particular school
friend was Alan Whittome, whom he met again when they were stu-
dents at the same Cambridge college after the war and Reggie was the
Best Man at Alan’s marriage.  Alan went in to the Bank of England but
moved to the I.M.F. in America.  In the 1970s Alan, later to be knighted,
led the delegation to prop up the U.K’s finances when James Callaghan
was P.M.  Reggie was told later on very good authority that had Alan,
who visited Hinxworth many times, remained in the U.K. he would
probably have become Governor of the Bank of England.

modest Peter
 Another contemporary at Pembroke, Cambridge, was the great crick-
eter Peter May, one of the finest ever to play for and captain England.
Reggie stressed Peter’s essential modesty in contrast to so many of today’s
sporting stars.

two authors and a sailor
When Reggie joined the teaching staff at Berkhamsted he once had the
pleasure of a long chat with the School’s most distinguished Old Boy, the
novelist Graham Greene.  Amongst those he knew as young boys were
Richard Mabey, who was to make his name as a nature conservationist
and whose books include “Food for Free” and the great work “Flora
Britannica”.  A lad Reggie particularly enjoyed teaching was Robin Knox
Johnston, who rose to fame for sailing single-handed round the world in
1968-69 in his own yacht with none of the modern aids available to
today’s sailors.  Robin, eventually knighted for his exploits, has remained
at the forefront of British sailors.

where the Dickens....
Turning to the local scene, Reggie included the well-known rose grower,
Jack Harkness, who sometimes took services in St. Nicholas’ Church.
Reggie also played cricket with Jack who, for a few years, captained the
Hinxworth team.  The Fair family remains indebted to Jack for naming
one of his award-winning roses Marjorie Fair after Reggie’s mother who
lived in Cammocks for many years.  One of the best known names was
the author Monica Dickens who lived at Bury End for four years just
after the war and became a good friend of the Fair family.  Before she left
England in 1951, when she married an American, she had written two
of her novels in Hinxworth seated at the desk used by her great grandfa-
ther, Charles Dickens.  Monica was a great supporter of the Cricket
Club and the Ashwell Show.  Those who want to know more about
Monica, including her Hinxworth years, should read her autobiography
“An Open Book”.

Interesting People

The Annual General Meeting looms  – on 10th November.   We
need lots of people to come and hear the reports of this year’s activities
and vote for next year’s committee.   As a reward there will be some
entertainment by some all-too familiar WI members!
Annette Forbes

rewards..... if you come to the agm

(continued from columns 1 and 2)



Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: patrickforbes@waitrose.com

 Sunday 6th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
 Sunday 13th 10 am Remembrance Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Thurs 17th 8pm Licensing of  Simon Chambers, St Mary, Ashwell
 Sunday 20th 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
 Sunday 27th 8.30 Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

             10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Church servicesOn the
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

mobile police station
The Mobile Police Station will be parked near Ashwell Post Office from
8.30 until 10.30 am on Thursdays 10th and 24th November.

contact us
Our Secretary and Community Safety Co-ordinator is Angela Clark on
01462  425033. Our Crime Prevention Officer is Mark Montgomery
on  01462  425043. My phone Number is 01462 425224 for mid to
long term problems, 0845 33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or
need Police within a couple of hours and  999 for immediate response if
you have just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural

Copy date
Please e-mail all copy, pictures

to patrickforbes@waitrose.com or
send to Patrick Forbes at  18
Francis Road, Hinxworth SG7
5HL by November 20th for the
December edition. Thanks.

Soup lunch
Join the regulars for this

monthly gastronomic treat in
Hinxworth Village Hall from
12.30 pm until 2 pm on Friday
November 11th. As usual there will
be choice of delicious soups, roll
and butter, a choice of pudding
and tea or coffee all for the bar-
gain price of £2 for adults and £1
for children. It doesn’t make sense
to lunch anywhere else!

Village walk
Weather permitting, we will be

setting out for our November Walk
on Friday November 25th. Meet
at the Three Horseshoes,
Hinxworth at 10 am.

Crimestoppers operates across the UK to help identify, prevent, solve
and reduce crime. This invaluable community service enables anyone
with details of criminal activity to pass them on anonymously, without
fear of exposure or retribution. All it takes to pass on information is one
call to 0800 555 111. Every call is   treated with absolute anonymity so
that nobody will know the identity of the caller. Rewards are also avail-
able and are paid without compromising a caller’s anonymity.

simple secure service
Crimestoppers was set up in 1988 to break the wall of silence that

surrounds most crime and that criminals exploit to avoid arrest. The

anonymous number provided a lifeline to people who had informa-

tion that they wanted to share but felt at risk from retribution.  The

0800 555 111 number ensures that no one need ever know who you

are when you call. You will not be asked your name, your call will not

be traced or recorded and you do not have to give a statement or go to

court.  It’s a simple, secure service that allows us to put the police in

the picture, without anyone knowing who provided the information

that puts criminals to justice. Working in this way we have created a

highly effective system built on integrity and trust that works for eve-

ryone - except criminals.

shed alarms deter villains
 Shed/garage and workshop break-ins seem to have been on the menu

for thieves over the past few weeks. Shed alarms cost £6.50 and can

be purchased from our crime prevention officers.  Cheques should be

made out to ‘North Herts Crime Prevention Panel’ and sent to Dennis

Wall, CPO Hitchin Police Station, College Road, Hitchin. Or telephone

him on  01462 677249 or 07766  064675

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk
gemma.day@herts.pnn.police.uk

CHRISTMAS CARD TIME AGAIN
Twenty-three families joined our Alternative Christmas Card Scheme

in Hinxworth and Edworth last year and we raised £360 for the local
Hospice and for our Village Hall Fund, so I feel it would be well worth
repeating this year.   Our local Hospice continues to depend on volun-
tary support but, in view of the fact that we are well on target with
fundraising for the Hall and the last ten months have encompassed some
dreadful natural disasters, we should perhaps “think globally” and sup-
port the Disasters Emergency Committee as our second charity in 2005.

The idea is that those who participate support either or both of these
by donating the money that they would otherwise have spent on buying
and sending Christmas cards to their friends in Hinxworth and Edworth.
As last year, a flyer with our Christmas greetings above the names of all
the participants will then be delivered to every house in these villages
just before Christmas.

If you are interested in repeating the scheme or joining for the first
time, I suggest you put your contribution in an envelope and drop it in
to me at “Cammocks”, Chapel Street, Hinxworth.  Either write a cheque
made out to “The Disasters Emergency Committee” or “Garden House
Hospice”.  You may, of course, wish to divide the money between both.
If your contribution is in the form of cash, remember to write your name
on the envelope and which cause you would like to support.  Better still,
if you are a UK taxpayer and would like to make your contribution
through Gift Aid do let me know, as it is then worth another 28% to the
charity concerned.  Do join in and help us exceed last year’s total.
Janet Fair

Hedge cutter for sale
Garden Groom hedge cutter -

collects and shreds as you trim.
Used once, cost £100 - offers please
to 01462 742015. Includes large
collecting bag.

Newnham Harvest
Over 70 people attended

Newnham’s Harvest festival servive
in St Vincent’s Church. The choir
of St Mary’s, Ashwell, sang beau-
tifully and villagers contributed  a
selection of seasonal readings. We
sang the traditional harvest hymns
and the Church was festively deco-
rated. A retiring collection raised
£184.64 for the Diasters Emer-
gency Committee Earthquake Ap-
peal. All in all it was a joyful har-
vest occasion.

Pictures, please
Richard Floyd has kindly

agreed to print the Christmas edi-
tion of Village Voice in full colour
so we need some really fantastic
colour pictures to do his printer
justice and to gladden one anoth-
er’s hearts. Digital pictures most
welcome by e-mail ( in JPEG for-
mat) or on disk. Thank you.

 Hertfordshire

 CRIMESTOPPERS

 0800 555 111
   call anonymously with information about crime


