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Village Voice

We present the 2nd of three concerts in aid of the
Village Hall

The Lyra Quartet
in Hinxworth Church

Saturday Nov 19th at 7.30 pm
Tickets, including a glass of wine, £10.00
Proceeds in aid of the Village Hall Fund

Mia Cooper and Jane Carwardine (violins), Jane Fenton (cello) from
London (and Spain!) and Clare Finnimore (viola) from Caldecote are all
busy musicians at the top of their profession. They work together in
many different ensembles, chamber groups and orchestras in and around
London and worldwide.

Clare Finnimore writes, “The programme we have chosen for this
concert includes ‘The Sunrise Quartet’ – one of the many masterpieces
of Joseph Haydn, the father of string quartet writing; the sensuous rhyth-
mic and jazzy French music of Maurice Ravel, and Edward Elgar’s only
work for string quartet. Forget Pomp and Circumstance – this is the
Elgar of intimate and lyrical beauty.  Don’t miss it!”

For tickets and further information, please contact Michael or Heather
Baim on 01767 315094.

NB. There are still a few tickets left for the concert of words and
music with Jenny Linden and Simon Marlow on October 7th.

Ashwell Surgery
scores high marks

Ashwell Surgery came second  in a recent survey measuring the qual-
ity of patient care offered throughout North Hertfordshire and Mid Bed-
fordshire. The survey examined diagnosis, treatment, record keeping,
communication and  overall patient experience.

only tenth of one per cent in it
Ashwell scored high marks indeed, 99.6%, and was just pipped at the
post by Portmill Lane Surgery in Hitchin who beat Ashwell by just one
tenth of one per cent at 99.7%.This result is not only good news for
patients but for the surgeries concerned. The Quality and Outcomes
Framework, a Department of Health initiative, is designed to reward
GP practices for providing good quality care for their patients. The more
services and the higher quality of care they provide, the more money
they earn.

improving patient care
Dr Rachel Fox of North Herts and Stevenage Primary Care Trust said,
“These excellent results show that the new system is giving GPs a real
incentive to improve the quality of care they offer to patients and to
manage chronic conditions effectively. For the first time ever, GP prac-
tices are rewarded for the outcomes they achieve with patients, not just
the volume of work that they do.”

Have you had your flu jab yet?

The Edworth Ceilidh

Friday 21st October 2005
8.00pm - Edworth Barn

Ticket Price: £10.00 to include Supper
Available fromSonja Bentley 01767-316562

or Chantal Floyd 01767-312730

All  proceeds to the Village Hall Rebuild Fund

Amnesty Concert makes £1000

September 11th’s Concert for Amnesty at Hill Cottage, Hinxworth
was a resounding success. The audience was packed into Simon Marlow’s
music room, sitting on the stairs or seated outside in the garden. The
music was wonderful, the sun shone and the teas were superb. What
more could one possibly desire? Tom Marlow and his band are surely
going places. Move over, Jools Holland. Better yet, the concert raised
around £1,000 for Amnesty International. Congratulations to all.



Round the World Yachtswoman returns

It is hard to believe that 10 months have passed and the Global Chal-
lenge 2004/5 has come to an end.  As the title indicates I am now a
“Round the World Yachtswoman”, circumnavigator, mad person!

go if you can
The memories are still flooding back. I have now been back on terra
firma for seven  weeks, working in London once again and living life as
most people would relate to, but with a difference.  This life will never be
the same. Already experiences I am going through do not hold the same
dread, are not so stressful.  Life runs at a different pace, a more control-
led, manageable and enjoyable one.  I appreciate the good things in life,
have worked out what matters to me in that life:  my partner; my family;
and my health.  There is so much for people to experience in the world,
and if ever the opportunity arises you really must go.

On 3 October 2004 I set sail with 17 other people on a 72 foot
custom built steel hulled yacht to sail around the world.  To enhance the
difficulty we were going to sail the wrong way around against prevailing
winds and currents.

The skipper was the only professional sailor aboard. The remainder
of the crew had varying degrees of sailing experience, some none before
commencing training!  Apart from the skipper nobody had any idea
about the conditions we would find as we crossed the seas.  There were
times when the most experienced of sailors would have felt like novices!

sharks enjoy Hobb Nobbs
You have probably heard stories of the Southern Ocean and of the gar-
gantuan seas that are encountered there.  Honestly, they are all  true.  My
worst and most exhilarating times were there.  Imagine a grey, watery
world where the sea is black, the sun never shines, the sky is grey and,
apart from the other challenge yachts, you are the only living things
there.  Even the albatross did not venture into the heart of the Southern
Ocean but were there to welcome us out of it once we closed in on Cape
Town.  By the way, they love Jaffa  Cakes – we were becalmed outside
Cape Town and one decided to float alongside us for a few hours. We
called it Albert or Albertina - we were not sure of its gender! So glad were
we of the company that we rewarded it with Jaffa Cakes which it gob-
bled up. Sharks also like Hobb Nobbs. Once again we had a visitor, a
small basking shark which responded well to the food we offered.

Each country I visited was beautiful in its own way and it is very hard
to pick a favourite.  Argentina, New Zealand, Australia, South Africa,
USA, France.... what amazing countries! But nothing really beat the feel-
ing when I returned home.  I did not miss the British Isles whilst I was
away, too awe-struck with the amazing places I visited but seeing the
Lizard, that tip of the south west coast, brought back so much emotion
that I burst into tears.  The realisation that I had made it, I was safe and
the sense of achievement was overwhelming.  I sailed 30,000 miles around
the world the wrong way, and at times I was so miserable that I cried but
I don’t regret a moment of this experience.

I would just like to thank all those in the village of Hinxworth who
have supported me and  my family and friends, without whose support
this whole adventure would have been very difficult to achieve.
Lucy Stephenson

Over twenty teddy bears en-
joyed a picnic in the grounds of St.
Mary’s Church, Ashwell on 6th
September.  As in previous years,
the day was fine and warm and pre-
schoolers and grown-ups encour-
aged the teddies to have a good
time.  A treasure hunt was enjoyed
and songs were sung to the accom-
paniment of an accordion.  The
teddies were amazed by the tricks
that Trevor, the entertainer, got up
to which had the children laugh-
ing and clapping.  The teddies all
agreed it was the best teddy bears
picnic ever and can’t wait for an-
other one next year!

 The  NSPCC benefited too,
with  £21.25  sent to the Society.
Betty Thorn

picture Ed Thorn

Teddy Bears Picnic WI News
At the meeting  on 8th Septem-

ber Mr.Daniel Fox talked about his
work for ‘SOS Children’s Villages’
– the world’s largest orphan char-
ity.  The organisation cares for or-
phaned, abandoned and destitute
children by giving each of them a
mother, a family and a home until
they are independent.

At our meeting on 13th Octo-
ber, don’t miss Reggie Fair who will
talk about some of the famous peo-
ple he has met!
Annette Forbes

“Music and Mayhem” makes £400

Harvest thanks

It was a fun afternoon, the weather was kind, D-RaNged played at
one end of Newnham Recreation Ground. There was a rat to be trapped,
raffle prizes to be won, dice to roll, ice creams and hot dogs to enjoy.
Around £400 was raised, and much fun had too.

A big thank you to all who
helped with flowers, displays and
catering for St Nicholas Harvest
Festival on September 25th.It was
our first service minus most of the
pews. Reactions to the new and
temporary church layout were
mostly positive. Someone made
the point that Patrick’s sermons
would be easier to sleep through
while sitting on the Village Hall
chairs. We shall see! He is known
to like a challenge.



HINXWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
The Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council took place on Septem-

ber  the first in the Village Hall.
  The War Memorial: Harry King reported the work is under way.
   B.T. Telephone Kiosk: B.T. will notify the Council when the change

to a cashless kiosk will take place. Cards for future use in making calls
from the kiosk are available from any Post Office.

  Village Hall: Programme for Refurbishment: Geoff Burrows has
forwarded a copy of the Conditional Planning Permission from
N.H.D.C.for the Village Hall to the Parish Council. The Councillors
finalised the following funding arrangements: The project cost is not to
exceed £171,000. All pledged funds requested to be deposited in the
newly opened bank account for the Village Hall refurbishment by 30
September. The Councillors authorised the Clerk to apply to the Public
Works Loan Board for the loan of £43,000. The principal outline of the
loan arrangements was agreed. The P.W.L.B. will finalise the loan figures
prior to 30 September.   We await a response from H.M. Customs and
Excise following the Clerk’s letter requesting the method of refunding
the V.A.T. for the project, due to the large sum involved. Additional
information required by the Councillors is as follows:

An update on the progress of the work prior to the tendering
stage from Geoff Burrows. The Village Hall needs to be insured by the
appointed Building Contractors for the duration of the ‘build’. The Con-
tractors List to Tender for the project needs to be agreed with the Coun-
cillors. A meeting with the  Project Architect, Eades Hotwani, Geoff
Burrows and the Councillors is required. This took place on Sept 7th..

  Planning Applications:
     The following planning applications were received in the month:
  Dewmead Farmhouse New Inn Road – Application 05/01119/1-

Renewal of Planning Application
     00/00746/1 granted 04/08/2000. Erection of two storey rear ex-

tension to existing Class B1 ( Business)
  Hinxworth Place, Hinxworth – Application 05/01173/1HH – Erec-

tion of single storey detached building  for use as a studio.
    The Councillors had no objections to the above applications.
  Esharin New Inn Road – Application 05/01146/1 – Continued

use of a private residence for mixed  residential use and car repair activity
including retention of a spray booth building.  The Councillors voted
on the above and agreed to the application by a three to two vote with
the following reservations:-  It is expected that the premises will revert to
residential use when and if the property is sold at a later date. The Coun-
cillors also feel it necessary that N.H.D.C. levy business rates/council
tax retrospectively from the date of the current owner’s occupancy of the
premises.  The Councillors have been made aware that vehicles on the
premises at any one time can number up to twenty.  One Councillor had
seen a vehicle coming to Esharin by using the ‘Farm Vehicles Only’ cross-
ing of the A1’s central reservation. This is a dangerous practice and must
not be allowed to continue.

  Annual Audit: Lubbock Fine, the External Auditors for the Parish
Council, have returned the ‘signed off ’ Accounts for the Year 2004/2005.

  Recreation Ground: Tennis Court: Harry King has the work un-
der way.

  Hedging: The extensive pruning  will now will take place soon as
the bird nesting season is nearly  over. Simon Marlow has yet to look at
the area known as Marlow’s Wood to see what work is required.

  Highways:· Chapel Street: The work to the gullies in Chapel Street
has yet to progress further. Hertfordshire Highways have still to inform
the Parish Council of a date when the work to the gullies will start and a
definitive date for completion.

  Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: The Parish Councillors are still aware
of the conditions of the roads in the area. Potholes are too numerous to
mention. Flooding in New Inn Road and Francis Road continues. The
Councillors are asking for ‘People Power’ from the Villagers to ring the
fault line number below with details of pot holes and flooding as and

when seen.  Fault line - 01438 –737320. A report number must be
obtained by the caller. The fault should be dealt with within 24 hours.

 Any Other Business: Filming in the Village: A local film produc-
tion company has been filming at Manor Farm and asked the Parish
Council for permission to further film in the Village. The Parish Coun-
cil cannot give such authorisation, but felt in the circumstances the Vil-
lagers would appreciate a donation to the Village Hall Refurbishment
Fund. A request has therefore been made to the Company.

 Parish Playground Fund and Parish Enhancement & Cleansing
Fund: Application to these two funds have to be received by N.H.D.C.
by the 30th September. The Application Forms for the Parish Playground
Fund are with Harry King. The Parish Enhancement and Cleansing
Fund forms are with Wendy Kitchener to complete.

 Date of the next meeting: 6th October 2005. 8pm in the Village
Hall or in St Nicholas Church.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Council.

Welcome, Grace

Grace Edith Whitfield was born on September 15th in the Rosie
Maternity Unit, Addenbrookes Hospital,  at 7.12 pm, weighing 6 pounds
7 ounces. Les and Jayne were interested to know if this would mean that
they would finally make it into the columns of Village Voice. How could
we resist? Congratulations, and welcome, Grace!

A group of 14 intrepid Hinxworthians made a pilgrimage to Wales
on August 19th for a spot of camping/hotelling. The highlight of the
weekend away was a surprise visit to Geoff, Sharon and Ben at their new
hostelry, The Skirrid Inn at Abergavenny. They are pictured here outside
the pub, a former Assize Court which is reputed to be haunted by the
ghosts of the many who were hanged there. Geoff certainly turned as
white as a sheet as he stood drinks for the entire group.
 Tony Lloyd

Braving the Skirrid Mountain Ghosts
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Sunday 2nd 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 9th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 16th 10 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
                  6.30 pm Harvest Festival, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday 23rd 8.30 Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

             10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 30th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Church servicesOn the
beat

with PC 431

Paul Marina
Art Show

 Villagers interested in art are
reminded that the Biggleswade and
District Art Society Autumn exhi-
bition is on Saturday/Sunday 15/
16th  October at Northill village
hall from 10 am until; 4 pm.

This exhibition is always very
popular and well worth a visit. 
Free entry.

 
rubbish

Dear Sir,
I was walking my dog on Au-

gust 26th on Hinxworth Recrea-
tion Ground when I noticed rub-
bish thrown over all the space and
the tennis  court. The week before
I picked up cans, crisp bags and
all sorts of rubbish.

Why can’t people put their rub-
bish in the bin provided or take it
home? The tennis court had been
vandalised and two racquets left
behind. They can be claimed from
20 Francis Road. Please put all
rubbish in the bin or take it home.

Marion Willan,

Hinxworth winner

Do you have special qualities?
Are you someone who likes to put your spare time to good use? Do

you look forward to a challenge? Would you like to feel that you are
making a positive contribution to improving the quality of life within
your own community?

If you can answer “yes” to these three questions, then you are exactly
the sort of person who would make a good Special Constable!

specials on the front line
The Special Constabulary is the auxiliary arm of the police service. Spe-
cial Constables are front-line officers who work alongside their regular
colleagues on a wide variety of duties throughout the week at times con-
venient to their personal circumstances. The minimum requirement is
just 16 hours per month. Although the majority of duty time is spent on
high-profile patrols, often in “hotspots” which generate repeat complaints
about anti-social behaviour.

what specials do
Specials get involved in just about every aspect of policing. Many Spe-
cials are trained to enforce speed limits using state of the art laser equip-
ment, carry out observations, take elimination fingerprints from victims
of crime and execute arrest warrants. Traffic and crowd control at public
events, such as football matches, is another example of the duty under-
taken by Specials. Experienced Specials drive police vehicles, and per-
form attachments to specialist departments such as Dog Section, Road
Policing Unit and Air Support.

Special Constables wear the same uniform as their regular colleagues,
and carry the same officer protection equipment:body armour; baton;
handcuffs and incapacitant spray.  They have the same powers of search
and arrest within their area of jurisdiction.

could you be a special?
Applicants must be of good character, in good health,  aged between 18
and 50. While Specials are volunteers, generous allowances are paid. If
you think that you have “special” qualities, why not contact our recruit-
ment team on 0800 358 3990. Alternatively, if you want to discuss the
role in more depth, contact County Commandant Peter Mould on 01923
472576. You could make all the difference!

mobile police station
The Mobile Police Station will be parked near Ashwell Post Office from
8.30 until 10.30 am on Thursdays 13th and 27th October.

contact us
Our Secretary and Community Safety Co-ordinator is Angela Clark on
01462  425033. Our Crime Prevention Officer is Mark Montgomery
on  01462  425043. My phone Number 01462 425224 for mid to long
term problems, 0845 33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or need
Police within a couple of hours and  999 for immediate response if you
have just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.
gemma.day@herts.pnn.police.uk

Charity Christmas Cards
For a wide selection of Charity Christmas Cards why not visit Ashwell

Charity Card Shop, Kirby Manor, 73 High Street, opposite Ashwell Store?
It will be open from October 8th, Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm, and on
Sundays 2 - 4.30 pm. with a large selection of attractive cards.

Thank you
A very big thank you to all who

offered their displays for exhibition
at St Nicholas Harvest Festival on
Sunday September 25th. It was the
first event organised after the re-
moval of the pews,and although
one or two people missed them, the
consensus seemed to be one of sur-
prise and optimism. Surely St
Nicholas, Hinxworth is the only
church in St Albans Diocese with
a baked potato machine?

picture by Judy King
Yvonne Tookey was one of the

members of the winning team at
the W.I. Petanque day at the
Musgrave Arms at Shillington

copy date
Please e-mail all copy, pictures,

to patrickforbes@waitrose.com or
send to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis
Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL by
October 20th for the November
edition. Thank you.

Soup lunch
If Hinxworth Village Hall is

still in use on Friday October 14th,
that’s where the monthly soup
liunch will be from 12.30 pm un-
til 2 pm. However, if work has
started on the Village Hall, the
lunch will be in St Nicholas
Church, in which case it would be
helpful if you could bring a plate,
a bowl and some cutlery. My spies
tell me  that it is likely to be in the
Village Hall.

Village Walk

October’s village walk on Fri-
day October 28th will be to
Moggerhanger Park. This historic
house is being converted into a
Christian conference centre. Meet
at The Three Horseshoes at 10 am.


