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Village Voice

Concert for Amnesty International
Sunday September 11th at 3 pm

Simon and Frances Marlow open their Hill Cottage, Hinxworth, home
again for a concert to raise money for Amnesty International. It will be
given by the cellist Joely Koos with Simon at the piano who will play
music by Beethoven and Martinu and a few lollipops as well. Then Tom
Marlow and his “Temple Trio” will take over with exciting and original
jazz numbers.

We are living in difficult times and we need to protect our freedoms.
Human rights and freedoms  are being continuously and dangerously
eroded. The work of Amnesty International is therefore more needed
than ever. So please support this fund-raising event. Suggested donation
of £10, children free. Ring Simon on 01462 742268.

Music and Mayhem on the Meadow
a fun afternoon for all the family

Featuring live music from the 5 piece
Hertfordshire Group D-RaNged playing an eclectic

mix of  Blues, Rock
 and their own compositions for all ages. These are

musicians, not just a thump thump group.
Sunday September 4th from 2 pm

on Newnham recreation ground. Entrance £3.50,
children under 13 free. Many other attractions for
children and adults alike: Wellie Throwing, Space
Hoppers, Rat Trap and a Tombola. Tea, coffee,

cakes and a Braughing Sausage Hot Dog
Stall.Advance Tickets from Phil and Pat on 01462

742197. Bring your own drinks and plenty of
friends to join in the fun. This is a fund-raising

event for Newnham Village Hall. Please support us!

Hinxworth School house is being transformed
from a decaying ruin into a luxury  house with five
bedrooms  and three bathrooms. When preparing
the site, contractors found a deep well. The well,

St Nicholas Hall
St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth, is to become a more user-friendly

building while the Village Hall is being refurbished. Approval in princi-
ple has been given to the temporary removal and safe storage of the
pews. The Village Hall chairs will replace them, and work will be put in
hand to pipe fresh water to the church. In addition, two Portaloos will
be sited adjacent to the building for the months in which the Village
Hall is out of use. Heating will be available as necessary.

While the church may not be suitable for every activity, late night
raves and all-in wrestling in mud for example, the Parochial Church
Council hopes that groups and individuals will think of ways in which
they can use the  building. “The church is there for the whole village, not
just those who use it for worship for an hour on Sunday,” said Church-
warden Stuart Lillie.  If you have never ventured inside the doors, why
not come and have a look at our Harvest Festival family service  at 11 am
on Sunday September 25th? There will be displays of village enterprise,
and a light lunch soon after midday. See you there?

Urgent bear-faced invitation
Teddy Bears, please bring your pre-school owners to our

picnic on Tuesday September 6th from 2 pm until 3 pm in
St Mary’s Church, Ashwell. More details from Teddy Thorn
on 01462 742858.

Hurry  to  get  your
tickets for

The Edworth
Ceilidh

Friday 21st October
2005

8.00pm - Edworth
Barn

Ticket : £10.00  to
include Supper
Available from:
Sonja Bentley
01767-316562

or  Chantal Floyd
01767-312730

Special Trafalgar 200
Celebrations

All proceeds to the

Village Hall Fund

 

School well capped

150 feet deep has been capped. The water level was 60 feet below the
surface. Our picture shows site agent John Tookey looking into the well
which was capped because otherwise it would have been a dangerous
feature inside an extension to the house.



Privet Hawk Moth

   Anna and  Rebecca  Dawson and Alex and Isabel Hepburn spotted two
privet hawk moths on the swings in the Recreation Ground.  They were
fascinated with the moths - they kept them  for quite some time.
 

A Fair family lunch party was
held in Hinxworth Village Hall on
30th July to celebrate Reggie’s 80th
birthday. His relations came from
far and wide and ranged in age
from their mid-eighties to the
youngest born just four weeks
ago.  A number of third cousins
met for the first time and had to
consult a family tree to work out
how they were related!  Guests had

Happy 80th,
Reggie

been asked not to bring presents but were encouraged instead to make a
donation to the Village Hall Fund.  A sum of £270 was collected.
 Hinxworth and Edworth WI News

Although there was no meeting in August a number of us went on a
day’s outing to Bodiam Castle and Sissinghurst Garden.    Bodiam Cas-
tle is a picturesque ruin and we had fun clambering up and down the
various towers and looking at the glorious views.   After all that exertion
we were glad to relax in the beautiful Sissinghurst Garden and make
mental notes to look for some similar plants for our own plots – and do
more gardening!

The next meeting is on 8th September. It will be the last one in the
Village Hall for a while. Mr Daniel Fox will talk on the subject ‘SOS
Children’s Villages’.
Annette Forbes

Well, the day started out all
right – it was dry – and it looked
hopeful, until I saw the weather
forecast. With that amount of blue
on these new-fangled weather
charts, there was no way we were
going to escape a soaking, the first
one in 5 years of hosting our invi-
tation shoot.

We had invited archers from
Aquarius, who are based in North
London, and Kestrels, who are
based in Biggleswade, and there
would be about 40 archers in to-
tal. To oversee fair play was our
Lady Paramount Sheila Murray.

Hinxworth Archers
Invitation Shoot 13th August 2005

The car park soon filled up, and the line of obligatory tents, bows
and scopes soon appeared, along with the usual chatter and banter. David
kicked off proceedings at 1.45 with a short speech of welcome. Marianne
gave out the scorecards and we were ready for the match!

run for cover
We were shooting National rounds with distances according to handi-
cap. Then we felt the first raindrops. “Hopefully it will stay like this, and
not get any worse” I heard up and down the line – but oh no – it got
worse, and the wet weather gear came out and the umbrellas went up. In
the end it was not letting up and it was agreed to shoot a shorter round,
so that we could finish earlier and run for cover in the village hall for tea.

thank you,helpers
We are lucky in our club that we have many helpers behind the scenes,
willing get the hall ready, put out the tables and chairs, prepare the food
and make the tea and cold drinks and, as always, a big thankyou  goes
out to them for their help.

Hinxworth triumphs
Tea time is also the traditional time for prize-giving, and this year
Hinxworth Archers broke Aquarius’ two year run of taking the shield
away with them by beating them by 1695 points to 1578 points. The
teams were made up of the 5 best scores from each club on the day, and
there were also individual gold, silver and bronze medals for best scores.
Speeches were made by members of both Aquarius and Kestrels with the
accolade that we put on “the best tea in the county” – no wonder they
keep coming back!
Gwyneth Jones, Publicity officer, Hinxworth Archers

Friday night - music night
We  present the first of three concerts in aid of the Village Hall. It will

be a soiree at 8 pm on Friday 7th October at the home of Simon and
Frances Marlow when Jenny Linden, of ‘Women in Love’, and Simon
will perform ‘An Evening of Words and Music’. At £25 a head, to in-
clude buffet and wine, the evening promises to be truly exceptional.
Numbers are limited - first come first served! For tickets and further
information, contact Heather or Michael Baim on 01767 315094.



HINXWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
The Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council took place on August

4th in the Village Hall
The War Memorial: Harry King reported the War Memorial is to be

‘pressure cleaned’ after which a decision will be made on whether it will
require repainting. The replacing of a strip of wood to the seat has yet to
be completed. It also appears one of the seats is beyond repair and needs
replacing. Harry King has the tasks ‘in hand’.

 Village Hall:Programme for Refurbishment: A meeting was held
on July 12th between David Osmond Chairman of the Village Hall
Management Committee, Geoff Burrows Technical Advisor to the Vil-
lage Hall Project and the Parish Councillors. A timetable and programme
for the refurbishment has been agreed.

The Councillors are keen to ensure they are aware of any slippage to
this. Therefore at the meeting on 4th August they asked the Clerk to
contact both David Osmond and Geoff Burrows for an update. David
Osmond is to confirm he has contacted BIFFA for the release of funds,
now to be in two tranches and not monthly as previously requested.

Buy a Brick: The Chairman hoped a further fund raising appeal could
be made under ‘buy a brick’ for the Village Hall. It may be possible to
designate an area in the hall to list the names.

Party in the Park: The Councillors were pleased to hear the Party in
the Park was again a great event. The Chairman wished it to be recorded
that this was down to the Village Hall Management Committee. He
thanked them for all their hard work in making this and all their other
fund raising activities for the Village Hall such a success.

Planning: The Proposed development for two dwellings at the rear
of Homefield:  Mr John Feldgate and Mr John Saxon attended the meet-
ing to outline, yet again, an additional proposal for the land at the rear of
Homefield. The Chairman and the Councillors expressed some confu-
sion as the ‘new’ plans showed a single detached dwelling. On being
challenged by the Chairman to what application was relevant Mr Feldgate
produced yet another plan detailing 4/5 houses, plus a bungalow. It now
appeared the Planning Department of N.H.D.C. were not sympathetic
to either the two dwelling plans, as shown to the Parish Council at their
meeting in May, but this latter plan did not have their approval either.
The Chairman and Councillors felt the issue of the plans for this parcel
of land was getting out of hand, having been the subject of ‘possible’
planning for approximately two years. They therefore suggested Mr
Feldgate submit the plans to N.H.D.C. on behalf of his client for his
preferred development of the site.  The Parish Council would then com-
ment when the application for planning came through from N.H.D.C.

The following planning applications were received in the month:
Cantlebury, Chapel Street - Applications 05/01051/1LB -  05/01070/

1HH – 05/01071/LB for secondary double glazing,  an extension to the
sun lounge, listed building consent for the extension to the sun lounge.

Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall – Application 05/01034/1Re-
furbishment of the Village Hall. The Councillors had no objections to
the above applications.

Recreation Ground:Tennis Court: A new winding mechanism is re-
quired for the tennis net. Harry King has one on order and hopes to fit
it in the near future. It appears an over zealous person has tried to repair
the straining wire at the top of the net without success this is also now in
need of repair. Harry King hopes to be able to tackle this a.s.a.p.

Hedging: As any extensive pruning and cutting must wait until Au-
gust to allow for the birds nesting season to be over, the Councillors
agreed any weeds would be spayed with a glyphosate weed killer at the
same time. Tony Smyth has kindly agreed to arrange for this to be done
at the appropriate time.  Simon Marlow has yet to look at the area known
as Marlow’s Wood to see what work is required there.

Highways: Chapel Street: The work to the gullies in Chapel Street
has yet to be completed. It has been deleted from  the latest Hertford-
shire Highways programme. The Councillors still need a date when the

work to the gullies will start with a  definite date for completion.
Francis Road: The Parish Council was concerned there had been no

response from Hertfordshire Highways. Subsequent to the meeting an
e-mail has been received from Paul Hazley detailing the following: - a)
The birch tree at the junction of  the High Street and Francis Road will
be trimmed. b) The weeds in the kerb line and outside no 16 will be
done at the same time.c) All overgrown hedges in New Inn Road will be
trimmed back. All the work should take place in mid-September.

Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: The Parish Councillors are becom-
ing increasingly concerned over the general state of the roads in the area.
They are asking the Clerk to write again to Hertfordshire Highways to
see if there is a programme in place for resurfacing the roads. If the
condition of the roads deteriorates any further the Councillors may feel
it necessary to use its discretion and close the appropriate highway. Hert-
fordshire Highways require any faults to be phoned to 01438 737320. A
fault report number will be given and the fault dealt with within 24
hours. Please ring this number if you see a highways problem: pave-
ments; potholes;overgrown trees and hedges.

Any Other Business:
Chairman of North Hertfordshire District Council: Councillor

Lynda Needham has kindly agreed to attend the Parish Council Meeting
on October 6th.

B.T. Telephone Kiosk: A letter has been received from B.T. notify-
ing the Parish Council that calls from the telephone kiosk are very few.
They have no intention of removing the box but suggest the use is for
card users only. What cards is unclear. The Councillors asked the Clerk
to find out whether these are credit cards or phone cards.

Date of the next meeting: 1st September 2005 at 8pm in the Village
Hall, Hinxworth.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

Opposite the Church at Dunton is the Dunton Community Gar-
den, looked after by volunteers, where the aim is to “show how you can
apply chemical-free gardening to the work of the amateur and to create
a peace for all to enjoy” to quote from their Summer 2005 Newsletter.
The helpers who work in the garden produce crops of fruit, vegetables,
flowers and plants in season which can be bought at reasonable prices.

They have monthly Saturday drop-in sessions and demonstrations.
16th July was soft basket making.  Saturday 10th September is the last of
this year’s drop-in sessions and is ‘Tomato Day with Board Games’  2 –
5 p.m.  Friday 18th November is Hedge laying day 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

The newsletter gives tips, ideas, and details of jobs to be done in your
garden.  A further development of the Community Garden is taking
place at Church Farm for use by Dunton and surrounding villagers to
enjoy and use.

The organisers welcome new members, even if you don’t do any gar-
dening there, to support this very worthwhile project.  The garden is
situated at 8 Chapel St, Dunton.  The Co-ordinator is Jenny Pates of
that address.  Email:  duntongarden@tiscali.co.uk   Tune into BBC Three
Counties Radio to hear Jenny on the John Pilgrim show, third Tuesday
in the month 3.45-4.30 p.m.  Beds 95.5 FM, Herts 103.8 FM
Betty Thorn

Dunton
Community
Garden

Betty Thorn
visits a local

paradise
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Sunday 4th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 11th 9.45 am Patronal Festival Eucharist St Mary’s Ashwell
(no service at St Nicholas, Hinxworth)
Sunday 18th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 25th 8.30 Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
          11 am Harvest Festival Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Church servicesOn the
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina Soup lunch

 Copy Date
Please send all copy and pic-

tures, preferably by e-mail to
Patrick Forbes at the email address
below or to 18 Francis Road,
Hinxworth, Herts SG7 5HL by
September 20th for the October
edition. Thanks.

The next Soup Lunch in
Hinxworth will be on Friday Sep-
tember 16th between 12.30 pm
and 2 pm. All are welcome at this
monthly gastronomic and commu-
nity event. Choice of soups, choice
of puddings, roll and butter, tea or
coffee, stimulating conversation,
all for the paltry sum of £2 per
adult and £1 per child. Unbeliev-
able value! Join us there.

Village Walk
Meet for a relaxing walk

tthrough the countryside on Fri-
day September 23rd. We will set
out from the Three Horseshoes,
Hinxcworth at 10 am and stop at
some friendly country pub for
lunch. It’s a great way to both ex-
ercise and relax.

The next Neighbourhood Watch meeting for our area is booked for
Tuesday 13th September at 7.30 pm at the Parish Room in Ashwell.

water bombs could mean arrest
Water bombs are becoming a problem in areas close to ours and I expect
that our local kids may soon think of them as a bit of fun. If you have a
child and he or she has water bombs the consequences could be very
serious. If they throw a water bomb at a person and that person reports
an injury to me, that is a crime and can be dealt with as one. That means
an arrest, charge and possible conviction. There may also be compensa-
tion to the victim. Also if property is damaged the same action could be
taken. So please think very carefully if your child asks for money to buy
water bombs.

keeping pressure on car crime
I am afraid that the advice is the same as a few months ago, but I want to
make sure that we are doing enough to make sure we do not lose our
focus on on vehicle crimes. There has been a number of thefts from cars
in North Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire whilst the vehicles have been
left unattended.These are mainly when cars have been parked out-side
houses in the hours of darkness.

The property stolen has included handbags, purses and other per-
sonal belongings and in most cases the offence has occurred as a result of
the owner leaving the property on display.

cheap security precautions pay off
Over a quarter of all recorded crime is ‘vehicle crime’, theft of vehicles or
theft from vehicles. The most common types of property stolen from
vehicles are handbags, laptop computers, stereos and mobile phones.
If your car is stolen or broken into it could mean weeks of inconvenience
as well as extra expense. It may be difficult to protect your car from a
determined thief, but most car crime is opportunist and you can deter a
thief with vigilance and relatively cheap security precautions. Don’t be
wise after the event; Please  help turn the tide against car crime.

mobile police station
The Mobile Police Station will be outside the Ashwell Post Office from
8.30 am until 10.30 am on Thursdays, September 8th and 22nd.

contact us
Our Crime Prevention Officer is Mark Montgomery on 01462

425043. My phone number is 01462 425224  for mid to long term
problems, 0845 33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or need Police
within a couple of hours. Ring 999 for immediate response if you have
just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
 PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.
gemma.day@herts.pnn.police.uk

Ashwell Book Weekend

Have you been keeping your
books for the 6th Ashwell Book
Weekend? Please bring all your
spare books to the Parish Church
Room in Swan Street, Ashwell,
between 2 pm and 5 pm on Sun-
days in September or on 29th or
30th September. If you are unable
to bring your books, please ring
Katrina McCarthy on 01462
743445 so that collection can be
arranged at a convenient time.

Newnham Harvest
Join us for a Harvest celebra-

tion in St Vincent’s Church on
Sunday October 16th at 6.30 pm.
We will sing well known harvest
hymns assisted by the choir of St
Mary’s, Ashwell. 

 Mah-Jong, anyone?

Would anyone who knows how
to play this attractive game be pre-
pared to give a group of beginners
a few lessons?  I have had a set for
over forty years but, until recently,
had never had it out of the box. 
My appetite was whetted when I
was in the USA recently and
watched a few games played by a
group who meet occasionally and
obviously derive great fun from
their Mah-Jong sessions. (As a
non-bridge player, Mah-Jong
seemed to me to be much more
fun!)  I do have a couple of hand-
books, but they describe so many
different versions of the game  - 
Chinese, Japanese and American. 
Various Hinxworth friends have
already said they’d be interested in
learning too and we’d be happy for
a few others to join us (Tel.
743137).  However, without some
initial instruction to teach us the
basics, it could be a case of the
blind leading the blind.       
Janet Fair                 
                                
                       

 

A range of dark oak base,
drawer and wall units, three with
glazed leaded panel.

Also double stainless steel sink
& drainer and Neff built-in fan
oven and hob.Can separate, cup-
boards, doors only etc.

In exchange for donations to
Hinxworth & Edworth  Village
Hall Refurbishment Fund. Phone
01462 743227 for further infor-
mation.

Harvest Display
If you sell or make things, grow

plants, make pizzas, sell fabrics or
run some other enterprise in
Edworth or Hinxworth and would
like to display your wares at St
Nicholas Church’s Harvest Festi-
val on Sunday September 25th,
give Yvonne Tookey a ring on
01462 742439.

Moben Kitchen Units

Sunflowers
Ring Yvonne Tookey with the

height of your sunflower on Sept.
1st, on 01462 742439.

Cellar Space Needed
Can you help? I need a corner of a cellar to store a few cases of wine

(3’x2’x2’)  If you think you may be able to help, please contact Mark
Jarman on 01462 743453.


