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Ashwell Primary School has been awarded a Capital Building Grant
of  £869,000 from Hertfordshire County Council. Ashwell Primary
School was originally built over 100 years ago as a four room school
house. Over the past century Ashwell village has grown substantially in
size, but unfortunately the School has not. Eighteen months ago the
School got to the position where it had completely outgrown the build-
ings in which it is housed, and small numbers of  class 1 children were
being taught in a noisy, drafty corridor.

Great News for
Ashwell School

Sonja Bentley

we need to raise an extra £100,000
We got the good news on February 27th and are already looking for-
ward to the first brick being laid in early 2007, but before that can
happen we need to raise an additional £100,000 ourselves towards the
project. So all parents and future parents will be hearing from me over
the next few months so we can get going on raising the additional funds
required. We hope the new building will be open in summer 2007. Cliff
Jenkinson said,  “I am  elated by the good news.”

delighted by the award
The grant from Herts. County Council will enable the School to build
four new classrooms, a dedicated library space, music room and some
much needed new toilets. The new extension will be roughly located
where the two temporary classrooms currently stand. Head Teacher
Cliff  Jenkinson, the staff  and governors are delighted by the award.It is
a bit overdue but this does not detract from our joy. The new buildings
will have a huge impact on how the school functions each day.

Ashwell Flea Market
The fifth Ashwell Flea Market will be held on Saturday April 22nd

in Saint Mary’s Church from 9.30 am until 12.30 pm. Tea and coffee
will be available. Donated items can be taken to church on Thursday
20th April from 2 until 4.30 pm and on Friday 21st April between 10
am and 4 pm.If  you need items collected from home, please ring Carolyn
Lush on 01462 743408 or Anne Shegog on 01462 743251. Collection
will be on the morning of  Thursday April 20th. Neither clothes nor
electrical items can be accepted. Proceeds from the Flea Market will be
applied to the church restoration fund.

Book now for Leeds Castle
 Hinxorth’s amazing tour op-

erator, Sylvia Scales, says that the
annual village outing is to Leeds
Castle in Kent on Thursday July
27th. The cost is to be confirmed
but provisional bookings should
be made as soon as possible. Ring
her on 01462 742505

Thorn’s Farm asparagus planted

Just before we went to press, Kate Webber of  Thorn’s Farm, New
Inn Road, Hinxworth, began planting 7,000 new asparagus crowns. The
old crop was attacked by a late frost last year. The new crowns can be
lightly cropped in 2007 and should produce a full crop in 2008.



Hinxworth and Edworth W.I.
The meeting on March 9th was once again held in Hinxworth Vil-

lage Hall, after the uncertainty about the refurbishment, which looks as
if  it will start next month. The speaker was Margaret Rogers who gave
an illustrated talk on ‘China in the 21st Century’, showing how life has
changed for many Chinese who now live in skyscrapers, so losing their
extended family and old way of  life. The old villages now attract tour-
ists, mainly Chinese who like to experience the way things used to be.
The talk included slides of  the Forbidden City, Summer and Imperial
Palaces, and the Great Wall, reminding us that it is one of  the few
places on earth that can be identified from the moon.

terracotta warriors and horses
The highlight was the underground army of  Terracotta Warriors. In

1974 peasants digging a well uncovered these life-size figures of  horses
and warriors, part of  a grand tomb. The talk concluded with an account
of  cruise on the Yangtze River. It was an interesting and informative
evening. The next meeting on April 13th is Members’ Night at St
Nicholas Church. Don’t forget to bring a pretty ceramic jug. These will
be judged and the best entered in the Group Meeting Conmpetition to
be held in Ashwell on April 27th.
Jean M Brown

Post Office Card
Accounts in danger

Did you know the government
has announced that it will discon-
tinue the use of  the Post Office
Card account - the one which is
used for paying pensions, benefits
and family allowances? They are
already running a pilot whereby
new pensioners and recipients of
family allowance won’t be able to
have a Post Office account.

Village celebrates Mozart’s 250th

The Lyra String Quartet and Andrew Webster
Saturday March 11th saw a packed  St. Nicholas Church, Hinxworth,

completely surrendering to the magic of  Mozart.
a welcome return

Welcoming the return of  The Lyra String Quartet, Clare Finnimore,
Mia Cooper, Jane Carwardine and Jane Fenton, together with special
guest Andrew Webster, principal clarinettist  with Glyndebourne Tour-
ing Opera, the audience was treated to a programme of  outstanding
quality and virtuosity. For nearly two hours the maestro’s music rose to
the rafters of  the church, engulfing everyone in its beauty. It was a
memorable occasion rounded off  by a version of  ‘If  you knew Susie’
…….. certainly a surprise to the many Mozart lovers in the audience
who obviously didn’t know his association with the piece!

£440 raised for village hall
The concert was held to raise much needed funds for the Hinxworth
and Edworth Village Hall Refurbishment Fund and through the won-
derful generosity of  all who attended a net amount of  £440 was raised.
A terrific result!

Finally, the Village Hall Management Committee would like to thank
all those behind the scenes who helped make the evening the success it
was. They are too many to name but without them the evening could
not have taken place. Thanks a million – and we all look forward to
welcoming you to the new Hall once it is completed.

The withdrawal of  this account is a terrible blow to the Post Office
network, including Ashwell Post Office. The government’s policy of
switching from Pension and Family Allowance books to the card ac-
counts a few years ago took a great deal of  business away from Post
Offices, and we have not been able to retain or fully replace that busi-
ness with new products. However, customers who do use the card ac-
counts have adapted well to the change, and find the accounts very
convenient. One of  the big advantages of  a Post Office account is that
if  you are housebound, you can apppoint an agent to get your cash for
you. The banks do not provide a similar facility.

not everyone has a bank account
Some banks enable their customers to get cash from and pay cheques
into their banks via the Post Office, but many people don’t have bank
accounts, or don’t bank with the groups that enable access through the
Post Office. If  you travel to a nearby town to draw cash and then de-
cide to do your shopping there this will also have a huge impact on all
the village stores. I personally believe that Ashwell is uniquely provided
with shops and services which allow you to provide for your daily needs
without leaving the village. For people who have never driven or are
unable to drive any more due to health or age it enables a large degree
of  independence. How will these people be able to get their pensions
and allowances if  the card accounts are withdrawn?

The government will be writing to
people who have Post Office Card
Accounts asking for details of
their bank account, in order to pay
pensions or allowances into those
accounts. Rural Post Offices ask

don’t tell them

you to resist this move by declining to provide your bank account de-
tails. Please, please do not be complacent about this.
Maureen Coston

PS. For those who are unaware of  it, anyone who has a current
account with Barclays, Lloyds TSB, Alliance and Leicester, Cahoot, Smile,
Co-op, Clydesdale, or a Nationwide Building Society Flex account can
get cash at the Post Office at no charge, and many can also pay in cash
and cheques, and get a balance on their account.

Michael Baim

To mark World Book Day Ashwell
School children dressed  as book
characters.  Piglet - Ben Bowen;
Christopher Robin - Jake England;
Winnie the Pooh - Andy Young

World book dayVillage Hall Contract
As we went to press we heard that
the contract for the refurbishment
of  Hinxworth Village Hall was
about to be signed. Congratula-
tions to all who have helped to put
together the plans and the financ-
ing for this much needed work. We
understand that the estimated
build time will be four months,
barring problems like hurricanes
or stampeding wild bears.

picture:Tracy Bowen



Hinxworth Parish Council Well met by candlelight
It’s a cold, dark, drizzle-damped Sunday evening in early January.

What would you do?  You’d stay in and watch television.
Earlier in the week we had decided to take our Danish friends into

London to catch some classical music at the superb Barbican Centre.
We were just about to book when news came that there was to be a tube
strike starting that Sunday evening.  So there was another good idea
consigned to the scrap heap.

Casting around for an alternative we received vague reports about
some jazz happening in Aston village near Stevenage.  What sort of
jazz, we wondered?  Nobody seemed to know but since we still wanted
to fill the time we decided to take a chance and go along.

we’d sneak out half way through
Now there’s jazz and there’s jazz.  There was talk of  sitting at tables and
bringing our own drinks.  As we set out into the night armed with wine
and glasses all were agreed that if  it turned out to be unbearable we
would sneak out at half-time.

The village hall car park was almost deserted when we arrived.  In-
side one or two people were shuffling chairs and tables and confirmed
that this was indeed the place.  We chose a table near the door and
opened the wine feeling slightly apprehensive because we were the only
people there.  At this stage it wasn’t obvious what sort of  band would
appear. Then, as if  by some magic signal, people started to arrive and
the tables filled quickly.  Candles were lit at the tables and the house
lights dimmed.  Suddenly they were there and playing almost immedi-
ately.  They played joyous traditional jazz with the standard line-up of
bass, drums, banjo, trombone, clarinet.  This was full-on, unfettered,
lively, melodic happy-music played by really gifted, enthusiastic musi-
cians - some of the best around in this tradition.

a glorious evening
Everyone enjoyed the whole glorious evening so much that we are go-
ing again. The good news is that the band are booked at Aston Village
Hall once every 4 weeks right through 2006 - perhaps with occasional
guest musicians.  If  you have any feel for this kind of  music and atmos-
phere - or if  you just want cheering up - I’d go along.  We got in for just
£7 each - superb value.  It’s put on by Aston Jazz Music Society and it
is worth ringing them before you go to check details and perhaps even
reserve a table.

So, who needs the Barbican Centre and struggling into London when
you can find this in deepest darkest Hertfordshire?  As we left it was
raining even harder - nobody noticed.

Enquiries: 01438 880286. Admission from £7. Dates: Sunday eve-
nings 7.00 pm for 7.45 pm. 2nd April, 30th April, 28th May, 25th June,
23rd July, 20th August, 17th September, 15th October, 12th Novem-
ber, 10th December. I hope we may see you there.
Geoff Stephens

 Meeting held on 2nd March 2006 in the Village Hall.
 A Website for Hinxworth: The Councillors noted the adopted

Parish Council minutes are now posted on the website.
 St Nicholas P.C.C.  The Councillors having obtained brochures

for the road signs to indicate where the church is located, agreed the
cost for the ‘finger signs’ is rather exorbitant. Therefore, it is planned to
ask a local contact to quote for the two signs, which is expected to be at
a greatly reduced cost. Harry King and Simon Marlow to follow-up.
Wendy Kitchener to provide the name of  the contact.

 Chairman’s Report:  The Chairman reminded the Councillors that
the next meeting on April 6th was the Annual  General Meeting. It will
be held in St Nicholas Church at 8.pm.

Village Hall Programme for Refurbishment:
The Parish Council has received confirmation from North Hert-

fordshire District Council of  the £50,000 award from the P.A.C.I.F.
initiative. This sum provides the final funding for the refurbishment of
the Village Hall.The Chairman agreed to write a letter of  thanks to
Councillor Lynda Needham, Chairman of  the Council.

The minutes of  the Sub-Committee meeting of  February 13th were
ratified. The Councillors agreed the project would be on a ‘fixed price’
Contract. It was unlikely any further costs would be incurred. A thor-
ough investigation of  all known problems had taken place and incorpo-
rated in the specification for the project. Only a few outstanding que-
ries remain prior to the signing of the building contract.

 Planning: Manor Farm, Chapel Street, Hinxworth, SG7 5HN –
Planning Application 06/00213/1.  The Councillors expressed their
concern over the above planning application and have written to North
Hertfordshire District Council raising the following points:  (a)The size
of  the replacement workshop. What would it be used for? (b) The ap-
parent small size of  the new grain store - very small in terms of  the
usual size of  grain stores.  Would this be commercially viable? (c) The
use of  existing outbuildings as a shooting lodge. Shooting at Manor
Farm occurs at present on an informal basis. Will this now be on a
more regular and commercial basis? If  this were the case the Parish
Council would object. With items (a)-(c) in mind the Parish Council is
concerned there will be additional noise pollution, additional traffic
through the Village into Chapel Street turning into the narrow road,
which appears to be in poor repair, to Manor Farm.(d) With regard to
the second pond, the Parish Council has no objection assuming the
Environment  Agency confirms this would not affect any existing wa-
ter table.  Unless the above concerns were resolved the Parish Council,
along with the concerns of  those Hinxworth residents currently object-
ing to the application, would have no alternative but to object to the
application too.

 Land at the Rear of  Homefield and the Cottages in the High
Street:  The Councillors are awaiting a response from the Enforcement
Section N.H.D.C. into the their survey of  the area and its condition
behind the new cottages and  Homefield.

 Jacks House New Inn Road:  The Councillors require informa-
tion on the building activity that has commenced at this dwelling. Rich-
ard Tiffin at N.H.D.C. to be approached.

 Recreation Ground:  The Councillors have noted the article in  Vil-
lage Voice from Charles Webber. It was agreed Harry King would speak
to Charles and other young people in the Village about their concerns.

 Highways: Chapel Street: The Councillors are waiting the date
for the work to commence.

 Pot Holes/Condition of  Roads: The Councillors are still aware
of  the poor condition of  the roads. Road users should  contact the
Hertfordshire Highways Fault Line on 01438-737320. The Councillors
have noted the article in the Village Voice by Gerald Clare on ‘Our
Dirty Roads’. Hertfordshire Highways to be asked for a ‘Cleaning Pro-
gramme’ for the local area.

 Francis Road:  It has been brought to the Councillors’ notice that
vehicles and trailers continue to be parked on the grass strips and verges
in Francis Road, causing serious damage to the grass verges. They agreed
a letter would be sent to each resident of  Francis Road  asking them not
to park cars and trailers on the grass. It was also agreed that N.H.D.C.
should be approached about this problem and possible solutions.

Date of  the next meeting: the A.G.M. on Thursday 6th April 2006.
8pm in St Nicholas Church. The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Councilcontinued in columns 3 and 4

Have you lost a chicken?
This black chicken has been seen
roaming around Francis Road,
Hinxworth, roosting in a tree on
the Recreation Ground. Needless
to say, local cats are licking their
lips in wild anticipation.



Sunday 2nd 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 9th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Friday 14th 10.30 am Walk, followed by lunch and Good Friday

      meditation, St Nicholas Hinxworth. See below for details
Sunday 16th 10 am Easter Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 23rd 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

  10 am Parish Eucharist, St George, Edworth
Sunday 30th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Church ServicesOn the
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: patrickforbes@waitrose.com

  Our Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer is Vee Halimana on
01462 425010, email novuyo.halimana@herts.pnn.police.uk. Our Crime
Prevention Officer is Mark Montgomery on  01462 425043 My phone
Number is 01462 425224 for mid to long term problems. Ring 0845 33
00 222 if  you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of
hours, 999 for immediate response if  you have just suffered a crime
and for Hare Coursing.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk
gemma.day@herts.pnn.police.uk

contact us

copy date
Please send all copy and pictures
to Ed Thorn, 5 Francis Road,
Hinxworth SG7 5HL by April
20th for the May edition. Better
yet, please email any material to
edwinthorn@msn.com as e-mail
saves retyping and avoids errors.

mobile police station
 The Mobile Police Station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office
on Thursdays April and 27th from 8.30 until 10.30 am.

I am sure a number of  you have received flyers through your doors
stating that the company they represent will be coming to your neigh-
bourhood in the near future to carry out a ‘Clothing Collection.’ They
will state they are collecting on behalf  of  third world countries. This is
not always true, so if  you wish to give to a charity, check the flyer to
make sure that they are a registered charity. They are prepared to accept
almost everything.

I know that I mentioned this before but please beware of  cash-
points. There are people out there who have found a way to hold your
bank and credit cards in cash-points. They do this with an item called a
‘Lebanese Loop’; this is a small piece of  plastic that is inserted into the
cash-point where you put your card. This then holds your card.

One method is:- When you think the card is stuck or has been
retained by the bank the offender then arrives and offers assistance and
watches you put in your pin number again. This is after he or she has
suggested you have one more try at getting the machine to work. You
then leave to take issue with the bank and they withdraw your card and,
with the pin number, all your money.

Method two:- the offenders watch you with a very small camera
putting your pin number into a cash point. The small camera is fixed to
the cash machine on the outer casing and is very small and is very hard
to see if  you do not know what you are looking for. The loop can
record your card details and although you have your card returned to
you the offenders have enough information to make up another card
and also have your pin number. So please beware.

I do publish a larger newsletter sent via e-mail. If  you would like to
receive this please e-mail me with your name address and phone number
and I will put you on the distribution list.

A trend that appears to be gathering in speed not only in our area but
also in neighbouring districts is the theft of  road signs, no doubt going
for scrap.

I have also heard that Cambridgeshire has suffered similar problems
having 500 gully covers stolen. If  you see anyone acting suspiciously
near road signs or gully covers please give us a call. Vehicle registration
numbers are always very useful but do not put yourself  at risk. All calls
should be 999 if  the people are still at the scene.

Here are some things that happened to
me when I went on the Three Peaks trip. It
took  six hours to get to the hut that was to
be our home for the next two nights. It con-
sisted of a few simple rooms with bunk beds
and a basic kitchen where we had to cook
our own food.

There was a barn where we could hang
out, with some sofas,  a television and also a
pool table, table football and table tennis. It
was all fairly tacky but that was the fun of  it.

Charles and the Three Peaks

We ended up doing a practice walk a day before the real thing which
was fairly hard, it ended up about a mile and a half  up and down steep
slopes. It was so steep that we practically slid the whole way back down.
We made ourselves some dinner and went to the barn and then went to
bed. We finally got to sleep at about half  past twelve that night and we
had to wake up at five in the morning.

pillars and pot holes
We set off  not long after that in the mini-bus to the start of  our 24 mile
walk. We came to some great sites like a natural bridge made out of
limestone with a natural waterfall. There were some other strange for-
mations like pillars made out of  limestone  that stood almost a metre
tall. They went on for about fifty to a hundred feet at a time, and some-
times there would be snow filling the gaps in between the limestone
pillars. It was really funny jumping from pillar to pillar trying  not to fall
in the snow. There were also some natural and man-made pot holes like
the ones you get in the road except they were about three metres wide
and were up to fifty metres deep. They had huge stalactites made of  ice
that hung from the sides like huge spikes at least a metre long.

24 miles in 12 hours
We were all in walking groups but about two miles from the end we all
met. We had never eaten so many cereal and chocolate bars in our life
that day. We covered all 24 miles in less than 12 hours. The whole walk
was exhausting and my feet were really sore at the end. We were so tired
but it was all worth it especially as  we managed to raise loads of  money
for the Knights Templar geography department by getting people to
sponsor us. Thanks to everyone who sponsored me.
Charles Webber

Good Friday walk
This month the village walk

and soup lunch will both take
place on Good Friday, April 14th.
Meet at the Three Horseshoes at
10.30 am, followed by a lunch at
St Nicholas Church at around 12
pm. After lunch there will be
words and music for Good Friday.
Why not  join us for  any or all of
these Good Friday activities?

St George’s Day
On April 23 there will be a

Parish Eucharist at St George’s,
Edworth at 10 am. All welcome.

road signs for scrap

doorstep frauds




