
Grapevine by Mark Jarman 

Hinxworth & Edworth WI

The tree is up, the presents 
are wrapped, volumes of food are 
crammed into every recess of the 
‘fridge, but one crucial decision 
remains: which wines should be 
served to accompany the gastro-
nomic pinnacle of the western 
calendar – the Christmas dinner?  

Well, I’m going to begin with 
what not to serve as this question is 
far simpler to answer; many of my 
friends  dig out their best wines in 
honour of the Christmas feast. Big 
mistake! Picture the scene: relatives 
have taken over your house, over excited children are getting fractious and 
the teenagers are more interested in watching television than pulling the 
wishbone with adults. Hardly the environment to savour a wine you’ve 
been patiently looking forward to uncorking for the past decade!

get the essentials right
The one key thing to remember is that it is the wine style which is all 
important. To match a wine with the myriad of flavours in a Christmas 
lunch requires three essential elements to be present and in balance; good 
acidity, good weight or flavour and firm tannins. Taking each in turn; the 
acidity ensures the wine cuts through all the food flavours and refreshes 
the palate throughout the meal. Weight or flavour makes sure the wine 
complements rich foods such as stuffing or sausage, and the tannins ensure 
the wine flavours are not drowned out by all the powerful food flavours. 
Find a wine with all three elements in balance and you have the perfect 
partner for the festive spread – what we are searching for is a wine that 
will heighten the pleasure of the whole experience.

Here are a few tips. Red. Good acid is probably going to mean a wine 
from a coolish climate. Chianti Classico is a perfect partner as the acids 
are pronounced and the Sangiovese grape gives fulsome fruit flavours 
and bright tannins. Other Italian reds are good too as acid and tannin 
are often in good supply. In the north of Italy the wines of Piemonte 
made from the Nebbiolo grape are a good bet; look out for Barolo or 
Barbaresco. They are a bit pricier but, hey it is Christmas! New World 
Cabernet Sauvignons also work well as they have firm tannins and lovely 
ripe cassis flavours that complement the food.    

acid and body make good whites
White. Although white wines don’t have tannin, virtually the same rules 
apply. Seek out a wine with good acidity and plenty of body such as a 
refreshing Riesling from Alsace or a crisp Chardonnay from southern 
Burgundy in France such as Macon Villages or Pouilly Fuisse. The touch 
of oak in white Burgundies adds a little richness and creates wines that 
can easily stand up to the food.

spoil yourself
When it comes to  Christmas pud, I always think it’s a tough call to find a 
wine to stand up to the huge flavours. I’d prefer to bypass a dessert wine, 
wait a couple of hours and then enjoy a half bottle of fortified wine from 
Australia. Spoil yourself this Christmas and finish the day with a rich and 
luscious glass of chilled Campbells Rutherglen Muscat (£7.99 Waitrose) 
safe in the knowledge that your very best wine is still safely under wraps, 
to be enjoyed on a cold dark January evening. Merry Christmas. 

win wine and help children
To celebrate Christmas I’m raffling a mixed case of 6 bottles of Australian 
wines from the Climbing vineyards in Orange, New South Wales, worth 
around £50. All you need to do to enter is put your name and phone 
number in an envelope with £5 per entry and drop it in to 2 Christys 
Yard, Hinxworth. The name pulled from the hat on Christmas Eve wins 
the case – all proceeds to Children with Leukaemia.       

At the AGM on 9th November president Maggie Bedford gave her 
annual report followed by Secretary, Wendy Kitchener who reported that 
attendance was about 50% and 2007 should be even better with meetings 
in our beautifully warm refurbished Village hall. Maggie Bedford has 
now resigned after her three year stint and was presented with an orchid 
and many thanks. A new president for 2007, Carol Cheney, was duly 
elected and welcomed. The committee remains more or less the same. 
The coffee and craft morning on 4th November was very well attended 
and raised £350 for W.I. funds

 scary driving tales
The speaker Mary Jennings a driving instructor proved to be very inter-
esting and amusing with her many anecdotes relating to teaching the 
public to drive, including some very scary moments.

Next months meeting on 14th December is the Christmas Party 7.00 
for 7.30. Please make sure your name is on the list if you are coming - it’s 
needed for the catering. The entertainment is “Sing as You Go”. don’t 
miss a very happy evening.
Jean  M Brown

Jonah Tidmarsh, born at home 
on September 28th weighing in at 
6lb 9oz, was delivered by Andrew. 
Dawn and Andrew would like to 
say a big thank you for all the cards 
and gifts.

Welcome, Jonah

Halloween in the Hall

A sumptuously scary Halloween party for local children was held in 
the Village Hall on October 31st. Organized by Chris Price, the party 
was a great success, and a number of residents commented on the reduc-
tion in ‘trick or treat’ calls in the village. The hall was transformed into a 
truly terrifying witches’ cavern, yet the children seemed less scared than 
the Village Voice photographer who left immediately after snapping 
the winners of the competition to find the best dressed witch, goblins, 
monsters. Congratulations to Chris and her band of helpers.

Pub opening hours
The Three Horseshoes will be 

open from 12 pm until 7 pm or 
later on Christmas Eve, from 12 
pm until 2.30 pm on Christmas 
Day, and closed on Boxing Day. 
New Year’s Eve opening times will 
be from 12 pm until 3 pm, and 8 
pm until 1 am.

Peacock blues
Good homes sought 
for one or more pea-
cocks. Used to chil-
dren, poultry and 
cattle. Please ring 
01763 848472

Carol singing
Join us to sing carols around 
Hinxworth on Monday Decem-
ber 18th. Meet 7 pm outside the  
Three Horseshoes.

Christingle
 Sing carols and help The Chil-
dren’s Society at our Christingle 
service at 6 pm on Sunday Decem-
ber 17th in St Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth. There will be no 
morning service in the church. 



Hinxworth Parish Council 

Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council 

 Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd November in the Village Hall
 Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes,  circulated to all Council-

lors, were accepted as a   correct  record and signed by the Chairman. 
 Matters arising from the minutes: Street Lighting: The Parish 

Council are in favour of Hinxworth being included in the scheme,to 
run for three months, after which the findings would be evaluated and 
published.

 Telephones: As reported last month it appears the properties in Ar-
nolds Lane and possibly Chapel Street are experiencing an intermittent 
severing of their connection with B.T. After discussions with B.T. they 
advised anyone with this problem should contact B.T.  either individually 
or as a group. B.T. will then investigate. Or alternatively please contact 
Wendy Kitchener who will take up issue with B.T. on behalf of the 
Hinxworth residents affected.  

 Chairman’s Report:  See under other headings.
 Village Hall: Programme for Refurbishment: The Parish Council 

now have the Practical Completion Certificate and the final payment 
invoice. There are still a few issues outstanding yet to be agreed by the 
Parish Council, these should be finalised in time for the next Parish 
Council meeting. The Councillors were pleased hear the Village Hall 
Management Committee has purchased the material for the curtains 
and blinds for the Hall. 

 Planning: Jack’s House New Inn Road:  North Hertfordshire 
District Council has given ‘conditional planning permission’ for this 
planning application. Land to the Rear of the Cottages off High Street: 
North Hertfordshire has ‘refused planning permission’ for this planning 
application. Back Land Development:  The Parish Council requires 
further details subsequent to the ‘land at the rear of the cottages off 
High Street’ being refused, on the planners policy with regard to ‘back 
land’ development and is it acceptable within the village?  Tudor Oaks 
Inn: The Councillors have been made aware of the laser/strobe–lighting 
used on these premises. These flash across both  the A1 northbound and 
Southbound carriageways and are very distracting for drivers.

 Finance:   The Precept 2007/2008: The Councillors discussed the 
annual review of the precept for the next financial  year. They agreed that 
this would remain frozen at the 2006/007 figure of  £10370.00. Including 
the amount repayable to the Public Works Loan Board.

 Recreation Ground:  Tennis Court: The persons entitled to use the 
tennis court during the 2006 season remain as before.   The Woodland 
Area: - Anthony Smyth has agreed to cut the hedging as and where nec-
essary. It is hoped John Cheney would cut the hedging on the Village 
Hall side of the recreation ground.

 Youth Activities: The Parish Council intends to install a basketball net 
on one half of the tennis court. This can be used at all times, but should 
the tennis players require the court they will have priority. The Parish 
Councillors would welcome any further suggestions for youth facilities 
on the recreation ground. Please speak to Harry King.

 Highways: Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: Do not forget that it is 
necessary for all road users to contact the  Hertfordshire Highways Fault 
Line – 01438-737320 to report a fault. Ask for a log number of the call. 
The items recorded in last month’s minutes that have now been rectified 
are as follows: the sewer in Chapel Street – now not applicable;  the pot 
holes throughout the Village and the roads leading to the Village - almost 
completed; the Francis Road drains - completed;  the weeds in Francis 
Road - completed;  the gully under Ashwell Road at Bury End – the 
responsibility of the land owner;  the continual flooding by the bend 
near The Knole and Thorns Farm – now rectified; the gullies in Chapel 
Street - completed;   the hedges in New Inn Road – yet to be completed. 
Gap in the in the A1 at the end of New Inn Road: The Councillors 
are concerned that vehicles still use this gap as a shortcut across the AI 
northbound carriageway. It appears there are plans to close this gap.

  Any Other Business:  The War Memorial: The Parish Councillors 

have noticed the War Memorial is in need of cleaning and painting. They 
asked the Clerk to speak to District Councillor Andrew Young to see if 
there are any funds available to help with the cost. The Clerk, having 
spoken Andrew Young since the meeting, can report he has kindly agreed 
to provide £250.00 for the project. 
     Date of the next meeting:  on Thursday 7th December 2006. 8pm in the 
Village Hall. The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.                                           

 
 

continued in columns 3 & 4

continued from columns 1 & 2

Good News from Niassa

Helen and Mark van Koevering

Two years ago we reported on 
the visit of Helen van Koevering, 
Janet Fair’s niece to Hinxworth 
to take Janet’s mother’s funeral. 
We described the church in the 
Diocese of Niassa in Mozambique, 
where Helen’s husband Mark is 
bishop. Since then we have report-
ed the £500 sent to the Diocese of 
Niassa from Hinxworth as a result 
of money made from Hinxworth’s  
soup lunches. Mark and Helen have been visiting this country, and were 
in Gamlingay recently to update friends and supporters on the situation 
they face in their enormous diocese  three times the size of the UK. Seven 
of us from St Nicholas Church went to hear their latest news.

boat perils and goat‛s tripe
Bishop Mark had been touring his diocese for two weeks. Unlike his 
predecessor in 1910 who drowned  shortly after his consecration when 
he fell out of a boat, Mark doesn’t wear his cassock while travelling on 
the water. He lost count of the number of dishes of goat tripe he had 
been offered on his tour! There are now 42 clergy serving 300 churches. 
Half of the population are under 14 years of age, and the average life 
expectancy is 39 years. Half of the population live below the poverty 
line. 42% suffer chronic malnutrition. One in five children dies under 
the age of five. Another big challenge facing both the people and the 
Church in Niassa is the incidence of HIV/Aids. Some 16 to 20% of 
the population  of Northern Mozambique is infected and this figure 
is rising. The Diocese of Niassa is conducting an HIV/Aids education 
programme using trained educators belonging to  Equipa da Vida, Team 
of Life. 65% of the male population is illiterate; this figure rises to 80% 
among women, so there is  an adult literacy programme, as well as a 
community based health programme and a child vaccination project 
under which 10,000 children have been vaccinated, with help from The 
Mothers’ Union in this country. One doctor serves an area half the size 
of the United Kingdom.

not downcast but deeply hopeful
Far from being downcast at these statistics, Bishop Mark and Helen 
remain upbeat and deeply hopeful about the life of the Church in their 
diocese, which Bishop Mark described as a “communion of communities 
in Christ Jesus, focussing on worship, ministry and mission.” We seven 
members of St Nicholas Church returned from the meeting much moved 

Poppy collections raise £318.01
Collections for the Royal Brit-
ish Legion Poppy Appeal raised 
£194.01 in Edworth and Hinx-
worth, and £124 in Newnham. 
Organizers Val Bagnall, Biddy 
Sheldrick and Gwen Bowen 
thank all who helped and all 
who contributed in any way to 
this worthwhile appeal. Biddy, Val and supporters



Sunday 3rd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 10th 9.15 am Festival Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 17th 6pm Christingle with carols, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 24th 11.30 pm Midnight  Communion St Vincent, Newnham
Christmas Day 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
New Year’s Eve 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Church Services
On the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: fool1@tiscali.co.uk

  Our Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer is Vee Halimana on 
01462 425010, email novuyo.halimana@herts.pnn.police.uk. Our Sec-
retary and Community Safety Coordinator is Angela Clark on 01462 
425033. Our Crime Prevention Officer is Mark Montgomery on  01462 
425043. My phone number is 01438 757924 for mid to long term 
problems. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or need 
Police within a couple of hours, 999 for immediate response if you have 
just suffered a crime and for Hare Coursing. 
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk. 
tracy.kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

contact us

copy date
Please send all copy and pictures to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, 
Hinxworth SG7 5HL by December  20th for the January edition. Better 
yet, please email any material to fool1@tiscali.co.uk.

mobile police station
The  Mobile Police Station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office 

on Thursdays December 14th and 28th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

  
Hertfordshire Constabulary is continuing its crime prevention messages 
in the run up to Christmas by reminding people of the importance of 
home security over the festive period. 

It may sound harsh but I would suggest people do not leave presents, 
especially expensive presents, under the tree where they can be seen from 
a window. Every year we hear saddening reports of families who have 
had all their presents stolen. The harder you make it for thieves and the 
less opportunities you give them, the safer you will be. 

hide the wrapping paper too
As well as keeping presents out of sight, the wrappers and boxes from 
expensive items should be hidden from view when they are put out for 
the dustmen. Try not to leave these boxes next to your dustbin or in your 
garden. The boxes often indicate the contents of the house and may attract 
thieves looking for potential victims. Break them down and place them 
in a bin liner or take them to your local household waste site yourself.

don‛t be distracted
Cambridgeshire has recently been the target of a number of distraction 
burglaries, so please be on your guard and look out for the elderly. The 
main phrase these hooligans are using is “we are from the waterboard.” 

If you receive a bogus caller at your door and you suspect they are 
not whom they say, then please report the incident straight away as the 
next victim may not be so alert. I do stress the words straight away. We 
are still receiving reports, that members of the public are letting people 
into their homes without verifying their true identity. Do not be fooled 
by appearances. Appearances can be deceptive.

These people are con artists and they achieve their results by being 
plausible. Please try and note their description and the guise they are 
using to gain entry. If you see them with a car as I have said so often 
try and obtain the registration number, as this would be a big plus in 
helping us.

leave a light on when you leave
Remember now that the dark nights are here you should bear the 

following in mind! When going out to work in the morning try and 
leave a light on, preferably on a timer. Thieves would think twice about 
entering a house, which looks as if there’s someone inside.

Look after your Christmas presents

Design a card
With the decorations soon 

to go up, why not get in the 
Christmas spirit and design a 
festive card for next year’s village 
card.?Whether it’s Santa or stock-
ings, mince pies or mistletoe get 
creative using paints, colouring 
pencils or anything you can find. 
Entries will be best on A4 paper 
with your name age and school, 
primary or secondary, on the back 
so the art group can judge them 
in two groups. Entries need to 
be dropped in to Betty Thorn, 5 
Francis Road or me,  Katie Scales 
12 Francis Road, by no later than 
the 15th of December so the winner 
can be announced in January’s Vil-
lage Voice. Prizes will be awarded 
in 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places for each 
age group with record or book 
tokens for the winners. The best 
overall will be made into the design 
for next years village donations 
card. Get designing!
Katie Scales

 Pilates Tuition 2007
 The last session of Pilates for 

this term will be December 11.  
A new, ten week term will begin 
at the start of January, commenc-
ing on January 8th.  Classes will 
continue to be held on Mondays 
at 12pm, 5pm and 6pm. 

 Please contact me on  01462 
742920 if you want to know more 
about  joining the fun.  Only a 
limited number of spaces may 
be available and these spaces will 
be allocated on a first come, first 
served basis.
Linda Butler

Soup Lunch
Join us for a tasty lunch of a 

choice of soups and puddings on 
Friday December 8th in Hinx-
worth Village Hall from 12.30 pm 
until 2 pm.

Village Walk
The next village walk will be on 
Friday December 15th, weather 
permitting. Meet at 10.30 am 
at The Three Horseshoes, High 
Street, Hinxworth.

Wardrobe wanted
Reasonable condition, will collect. 
Please ring 01462 742439.

Steve Moules
The funeral of Francis Road 

resident Steve Moules took place at 
Stopsley Crematorium on Monday 
October 30th. It was attended by 
family, friends and neighbours and 
the service was taken by Patrick 
Forbes. Steve died suddenly at the 
age of 56 following a long period 
of illness caused by heart disease.

With his wife Carole he was 
a keen volunteer worker for the 
Heathland Animal Sanctuary at 
Royston and together they gave a 
home to a number of rescue dogs.

Steve will be greatly missed 
by Carole and sons James, Neil 
and Jason.

High chair for sale
Due to rapid growth of grandson, 
we have a high chair for sale £10  
o.n.o. Call in at 5 Francis Road 
or ring Betty Thorn on 01452 
742858. Can deliver if necessary. 
Grandson not for sale – yet.

Those road signs
We hear that after enquiries 

by both Ed Thorn and Richard 
Floyd, new signs to Edworth and 
Hinxworth will be in place on the 
Dunton road later this month.

Ashwell at Christmas
If you are in Ashwell on the morn-
ing of December 8th between 9.30 
am and noon, pop into St Mary’s 
Church and visit stalls selling local 
produce, crafts and gifts. There will 
be a bran tub, tombola, mulled 
wine, mince pies, carols sung by 
St Mary’s choir and much else 
besides. We are told it’s definitely 
worth a visit.
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Village  Voice
Village Supper Success

Shannon Express sing at the Village Supper
Villagers and friends, 89 in 

all, enjoyed a fabulous evening on 
November 18th when they met at 
Hinxworth’s Village Hall to share 
the 2006 Village Supper. The meal 
was excellent, cooked and served 
by Casino Caterers. Dr Martin 
Hoffman, chairman of the Parish 
Council, thanked all who had 
played a part in the design and 
fundraising for the hall’s refurbish-
ment, especially David Osmond, Geoff Burrows and Wendy Kitchener. 
Entertainment was supplied by the  talented barber shop singers Shannon 
Express from Potton. There was a grand raffle, a bar, and  old-timers and  
newcomers  enjoyed a great evening. Congratulations to all who had 
any part in arranging the event. It is thought around £400 was raised 
for village hall funds.

newcomers Arran and Angela Heal

Vandalism at Arbtree
There has been an 

outbreak of vandalism 
or malicious damage at 
the paddock at Arbtree 
Farm. Barbed wire has 
been cut, fence posts 
and electric fencing have 
been damaged. 

St Nicholas Day Lunch
Get the festive season off to a great start and join us for lunch to 

celebrate our patronal festival on Sunday December 10th in Hinxworth 
Village Hall at 12.30 pm. There are still some tickets left, £7.50 adults, 
£3.50 children under 10. Contact Janet Fair on 01462 743137, Annette 
Forbes on 01462 742015 or Biddy Sheldrick on 01462 743247.

The police have been informed and a crime number has been issued. 
They would like riders and dog walkers to keep their eyes open and 
contact Police Community Support Officer Tracy Kennedy on 01438 
757935 if they have any information or see anything suspicious.

Farrowby Fare
Visit Farrowby Farm for ham, 

hampers, cheeses, sausages and 
turkeys. Open 8 am - 4 pm Dec 22 
and 23. Shut Christmas Eve. Phone 
01462 733700.

White Christmas in Hinxworth?
Join Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye in  Hinxworth Village Hall on De-

cember 16th at 7.30 pm. Enjoy the classic film “White Christmas” star-
ring these two Hollywood greats, thrill to the very latest Pathé News, be 
amazed at the Pearl and Dean advertising feature. All this and more for 
just £5. Tickets from Syvia Scales, 01462 742505 and Jean Wilkinson 
on 01462 742146.
......or sing your heart out in Hitchin

The North Herts Guild of Singers is holding its annual Christmas 
concert on Saturday 16th December at St Mary’s Church, Hitchin start-
ing at 7.30pm. 

This year it will be a “Carols and lessons” concert, following the stand-
ard “Nine lessons and carols” format. The music includes carols sung by 
the choir as well as some well known carols for audience participation. 

Tickets £7 adults, £5 concessions, £2 children, will be available at 
the door or you can purchase them from Adrian Lambourne – 01462 
743 234  Adrian.Lambourne@btinternet.com. 

Foxhollow for fantastic flowers
Visit Foxhollow Nurseries, New Inn Road, Hinxworth, for an amaz-

ing selection of fresh plants, flowers for Christmas, and table and door 
decorations. They have a large selection of blue pine, mistletoe and 
holly. From December 9th they will be open from 9 am until 5 pm, 
seven days a week.

You still have a little time to help the Letchworth Hospice or the 
Leprosy Mission by joining Hinxworth’s alternative Christmas Card 
scheme. Contact Janet Fair on 01462 743137.

 the alternative Christmas card scheme

Village Voice wishes you a joyful and blessed Christmas


