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SALTMORE BARN CONVERSIONS

The barn conversions into offices at Saltmore Farm, New Inn Road,
Hinxworth, are now well on their way.  The exterior is now complete
and work on the interior continues.

barns transformed
The barns are in an L shape with courtyard in the middle for car park-
ing. The pictures show what a great change has taken place to the old
Victorian stables/stock barns, inside most of the old beams have been
retained.  The other section is new build on what was the site of a 60’s
cattle barn.

It is now over 6 months since Steve and Debbie Hawthorne took
over the Three Horseshoes in Hinxworth. So Village Voice went along
to see how they have fared. Being new to the trade they admitted that
it had been a challenging  time and they had been through a steep
learning curve. They also have had to cope with the re-thatching of
the roof, the replacement of faulty kitchen equipment and the refur-
bishment of their living accommodation. In addition, trade has been
slow during the winter months. Despite all this they feel that they have
made the right decision and would not want to return to their old life.

One tricky issue that Steve has had to tackle recently is the intro-
duction of the new licensing laws and the misconceptions that sur-
round them. “Some customers believe that the new regulations allow
us to continue serving drinks until very late. This only applies if the
premise has an extended licence, which is quite costly to obtain and is
not always granted. As a village pub we have not sought an extension
and therefore our serving times are unchanged ,” he said.

Paul, chef and pastrycook
Nonetheless Steve and Debbie’s ambition is to try to produce a pub
with the right balance between a place for social drinking and an inviting
place to eat. They have recruited a new chef,  Paul Wheatley, from Ashwell
and have introduced printed menus enabling you to select your meal at
the table. These menus will be changed  every four months to give vari-
ety.  Debbie says that a range of curries will probably appear in future
menus. Paul’s speciality is pastry making, so a variety of home-made
pies and pasties will be available as Chef ’s Specials.

take-away service
To keep the kitchen ticking over in slack periods a take-away service has
been started which operates Monday to Saturday lunch times and Tues-
day to Thursday evenings. By way of research your reporter has already
sampled the fish and chips and can recommend them. You can telephone
your order on 01462 742280.

games evenings
To encourage a social atmosphere in the pub Steve and Debbie are in-
troducing a “pub” games evening with skittles, cards, dominoes and
similar table games. This will start at the end of January on a Monday
night during the winter and early spring months. They would clearly like
to make the Three Horseshoes a centre for the day to day social life of
the village and we wish them every success in their endeavours.
Ed Thorn

There is available up to 2300 sq
ft of office space, which can be di-
vided up if required.  Kitchen and
toilet facilities are included and both
buildings cater for the disabled.
Anyone interested in taking a look at
the offices should contact David or
Rosemary Smyth on 01767 315509

3 Horseshoes plans

Annette Forbes and Ruth Scott enjoying reading the new menu



 VILLAGE OF THE YEAR DOES IT AGAIN
The Four Seasons Hotel on Park Lane may seem far removed from

a typical country village. But this was the scene of the prestigious Calor
England Village of the Year Awards in December. Village representa-
tives from every county in England gathered to sip champagne and meet
TV’s  Alan Titchmarsh, who presented the awards. Amongst them were
Anna Barnard and Jill Bayley, from Hertfordshire Village of the Year
2005, Potten End and Tony Bull and Bob Boutland from Redbourn,
Hertfordshire’s Information Communication Technology  nominee.

kissing Alan Titchmarsh
For the third year running, Hertfordshire walked away with two Eastern
Regional awards. Potten End won Environment and Redbourn  ICT
prizes of £500 cash each,  the ladies incidentally taking part in a sub-
competition to see how many women could kiss Alan Titchmarsh.

At County level CPRE Hertfordshire organises the competition. The
Hertfordshire Village of the Year, sponsored by Calor in association
with Hertfordshire County Council and the Hertfordshire Mercury cel-
ebrates and encourages every aspect of village life.

why not enter?
If you think your village is every bit as good as Potten End or Redbourn,
why not enter the 2006 competition? The entry forms should reach
your Parish Council/village organiser by 1 February. New entrants are
always amazed at what they find out about their community and the fun
they have. There are cash prizes and certificates for each aspect of vil-
lage life. For 2006 we are linking the competition to our Local Foods
campaign, inviting entrants to contribute to our Hertfordshire Hamper.
For further details/an application form call Jo Simson, CPRE Herts.
01438 717587/email jo@cpreherts.org.uk.

Spiralling heating oil prices have been hurting all users this winter. So
it’s heartening to hear of a supplier who has come up with a new initia-
tive to reduce costs significantly for the beleaguered householder.

save up to £109
Welwyn-based supplier Community Oil launched its Price Reduction
Scheme in October with immediately impressive results. Delighted cli-
ents have been saving up to 4p per litre off the supplier’s normal com-
petitive price at the time of delivery. That’s worth up to £109 on a large
tankful and up to £52 on a small tankful.

How does it work? Very simply! Community Oil designates one pre-
arranged day per month and if you will take delivery on that day, or the
next 2, then significant savings can be achieved.

This is not some sort of ‘loss-leader’ promotion. By gathering most
of its orders into one short period, real savings can be made in supply
overheads and these are passed on to the client. Community Oil will, of
course, deliver at any time at its normal prices if you find yourself un-
able to hold out for the Price Reduction day.

new customers help village hall
Best of all, as a gesture to our community, Community Oil has agreed to
donate £10 to the Village Hall Refurbishment Fund for every new client
from our  4 villages when they first order.

Next Price Reduction days are set for 3 February and 3 March with
last orders required 2 days before. You can order at any time.

Contact: Geoff Stephens, on 01438 714693 or e-mail him  at
communityoil@bestbuyfar.net. Remember to mention Village Voice to
qualify for our donation.

Community Oil is an independent  family firm supplying heating oil
since 1974, first around the Welwyn area and then, as word spread,
throughout Hertfordshire and in surrounding counties. Their policy has
always been to achieve the best possible deal for clients in price, and in
quality and carefulness of service. It is this culture that has produced
their latest major initiative. Community Oil like to keep in touch with
clients by occasional Newsletter, email or posted, especially when there
is valuable information or advice to impart.

Gathering winter fuel

‘Twas the week before Christmas
When at Lister the ward
Resounded with laughter - music - applause,
For Patrick was there with his message of cheer
For all the sad patients who languished in there.

But, all of a sudden, poor Patrick did feel
A terrible serious pain in his heel,
Which put a full stop to his capers and fun,
For now he can’t walk, still less can he run.

So they wrapped him up soundly and bound him up tight -
‘Don’t worry old boy, we’ll soon put you right’.
And just to complete this tale of disaster,
They finished the job with a thick layer of plaster.

The people will tell down the years yet to come
How, though lacking the aid of gin, whisky or rum,
The Vicar got plastered  at Christmas.

Sue and Iain Bain
This poem was composed after Patrick tore his Achilles tendon  at

the beginning of a piece of Christmas entertainment at the Glaxo Psy-
chiatric Day Hospital in Stevenage on the Thursday before Christmas.
To his relief, the audience thought his howl of pain and hopping gait
were part of the act. Patrick completed his act with a recitation and two
more songs before sitting down in a painful heap. He is expected to be
out of plaster early in February. He is mightily grateful for all the kind-
ness, care and concern shown by Dr Hoffman, friends and neighbours,
of which the poem is but one example.

Editor gets plastered

Hinxworth and Edworth W.I
At our January meeting President Maggie Bedford welcomed mem-

bers with best wishes for a happy and prosperous 2006.  Maggie then
introduced the speaker Robert Lancaster curator of Letchworth Mu-
seum.  Mr Lancaster’s subject the ‘History of the Spirella’ or alterna-
tively – ‘Pull yourselves together, Girls’ – was often humorous, espe-
cially some of the accompanying slides.  Corsets have been about for
over 400 years and the first ones were made of steel and resembled
instruments of torture.  Over the centuries as fashion changed so did
the supporting stays, which had previously been made of horn, metal,
bamboo and whalebone.  In 1904 metal spirals were invented in America
and so corsets became more comfortable to wear.  In 1920 the Spirella
building in Letchworth was completed employing over 1,500 women
manufacturing Made-to-Measure corsets.  A philanthropic company with
ideal working conditions.  As the wearing of corsets started to decline
so did the company and in 1986 the firm was sold to Spencers of Retford
and finally closed down in 1989.

The factory, a listed building has now been restored to its former
glory, the results even impressing Prince Charles.  It now has a new lease
of life as offices. It was an entertaining and interesting talk.

birthday fish and chips
Don’t forget next month on 9th February it is the 69th Birthday Party.
There will be a Fish and Chip Supper followed by home made desserts
and entertainment.  The evening starts at 7.30 for 8. p.m. in the Village
Hall. Don’t miss it!
Jean Brown

Charles joins the Voice
Charles Webber, 15, has joined the Village Voice team as part of his
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme. Welcome, Charles.



 HINXWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
Note of a Meeting of the   Parish Council   January 5th 2006.

The War Memorial: The wood is now available for the repair of
the benches. The War Memorial now requires painting. The quote has
been received by the Council, but is expected help within the Village
could complete the work.

 A1/New Inn Road: The use of the ‘Farm Vehicles Only’ gap in
the central reservation of the A1 is now being dealt with by the Hert-
fordshire and Bedfordshire Constabulary.

 A Website for Hinxworth: Vicky Scales has designed a website for
Hinxworth. The Councillors agreed the Parish Council minutes should
be made available on this site on a monthly basis.

 Village Hall: Programme for Refurbishment: Victor Garling pro-
posed the minutes of the meeting of December 22nd 2005 be accepted
by the Council. Harry King seconded this proposal. The preferred Con-
tractor is Conamar Building Contractor and the project is to go ahead.
Conamar is appointed subject to the £50,000 from N.H.D.C. ‘PACIF’
initiative being available. Additional cost savings of approximately
£13,000 are also required. The meeting to agree the above £50,000 fund-
ing is due to take place by the end of January 2006. The Chairman asked
the Clerk to confirm the date. It is expected the Professional Fees for
the project will not exceed £10,000. This is the estimate  in the budget.

The Chairman thanked the Parish Councillors for their support in
arriving at this crucial juncture. He also asked it to be recorded that he
and the Parish Councillors wished to thank to the Parish Clerk,  without
whose help the project would not have reached this point. Wendy
Kitchener  is to write to Eades Hotwani, Project Architects, to notify
them the Parish Council ratified the minutes of December 22nd 2005.

 Fund Raising: The Councillors noted the names of the donors
detailed in January’s Village Voice. They  asked the Clerk to write to Les
Whitfield for all the names and amounts donated as it appears some of
the names had been omitted from the list he passed to the Parish Coun-
cil. Details are required for the ‘gift aid’ application to the Inland Rev-
enue and the subsequent audit of the accounts at the end of the project.

 Planning:·Foxgloves: The letter received from Richard Tiffin has
been noted. The Three Horseshoes: Planning Applications 05/01845/
1AD – 05/1847/1LB Advertisement Consent and Listed Building Con-
sent. The Council have no objections to this application.

 Finance: Public Works Loan Board: The direct debit mandate
was signed for the repayment of the £43,000 loan on 31st March and 30th
September from the additional precept levied on the Council Tax. The
average increase to the rates is £35 per annum over a ten-year period.

 Recreation Ground:·Woodland Area: Simon Marlow is to seek
advice from Derek Turner from Countryside Management Services.

 Car Park: Simon Marlow reported the Car Park needed some ur-
gent maintenance. The Councillors agreed this should be put on hold as
contractors would be using the area during the hall refurbishment.

  Highways:·Chapel Street: The recent re-surfacing/drainage
project is under review with the Hertfordshire Highway’s contractor,
‘Mouchel’. In the meantime the gravel the residents in Chapel Street had
to put into the gullies at the entrances to their properties, to avoid dam-
age to their vehicles, has been removed by Hertfordshire Highways. The
Councillors need to know if the gravel is to be replaced.

 Condition of Roads: The Councillors are still aware of the poor
condition of the roads. Again it is necessary for all road users to contact
the Hertfordshire Highways Fault Line 01438-737320. One main area
for potholes is on the Ashwell to Hinxworth Road approximately 100
metres into this road from the junction with the Newnham Road at
Ashwell.·Speed Sign: Hertfordshire Police has confirmed that this sign
is working properly.

 Date of the next meeting: Thursday 2nd February 2006. 8pm in
the Village Hall or St Nicholas Church.
    Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Council

What the Butlers saw.....

Beware of country bicycle rides. When Peter and Linda Butler cy-
cled from Ashwell to Hinxworth  via Arnolds Lane and clapped their
eyes on ‘Cantlebury’ in Chapel Street, they were hooked. The couple
met  years earlier when they were both working in insurance in New
York. “I was working on a special assignment for the chairman of the
company and he asked me if I would like to have lunch and meet Peter.
He said, ‘I think you’ll really like this fellow.’ And I did, said Linda.”

 Linda came over to England in January 1992 with her 14 year old
son Michael. “We moved into Peter’s home in Odsey. Michael studied at
the American School in London, took his Master’s degree at St Andrew’s
University and gained his private pilot’s licence, flying out of Glenrothes.”
He then  went to the USA and trained for his commercial licence and
directed a flying training school in Atlanta, and now flies for American
Airlines from La Guardia, New York.

I said, ‘it’s our house.’
“One very beautiful summer’s day about eight year’s ago we came down
Chapel Street, looked at Cantlebury and said, ‘what a pretty place!’ We
went to the pub and asked about the house and were told that the owner
would never move. Seven years later we asked for our home in Odsey to
be valued. The valuer from Country Properties pulled out a brochure
and there it was, Cantlebury.” Peter added, “Linda said ‘it’s the house’,
and I said ‘it’s our house.’” They immediately put their house on the
market  hoping to buy Cantlebury. They took possession last May.

 carols made a warm welcome
The oldest part of the house dates from around 1480.  They had a
comprehensive structural survey done as well as an engineering survey
so they knew what they were buying.  “We had the luxury of having the
house empty for four to five months and it was a great opportunity to
get everything just right. While the roof was being re-laid, a dormer at
the front of the house caved in, which would have been a nightmare if
we had been living here at the time.” Linda added, “When we looked up
into the original roof, we could see the original beams, timber which had
been hewn and worked but some of the original bark was still on the
wood.” They moved in in late September. “We love the house, we love
the village and are very happy here. It was a particularly lovely moment
when the carol singers came and sang outside. We really want to thank
everyone in the village for making us so wonderfully welcome.”

Their marriage was blessed in Ashwell Church and Jen Clarke did
the flowers and also introduced them to Reggie and Janet Fair. “We
were helping to put up gazebos at the Party in the Park and were
embarassed by the number of people who all asked us to eat with them.”

possible Pilates course
“We would like to give something back to the village and as part of that
I want to start a Pilates class or two if there’s interest when the Village
Hall is ready,” said Linda, who danced with the New York City Ballet.
Peter’s a good salesmen for Pilates. “I  got half an inch taller and lost
two inches off my backside and I’ve no idea how that happened.” If you
would like to know more, give Linda a  call on 01462 742920.



Sunday 5th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 12th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 19th 10 am  Family Service St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 26th 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

   10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Church ServicesOn the
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Soup lunch

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: patrickforbes@waitrose.com

Village walk
Join us for a gentle walk through
the local countryside, pausing at a
pub for lunch on Friday February
17th. We will meet at The Three
Horseshoes, Hinxworth at 10 am
and return early that afternoon.

Our Secretary and Community Safety Co-ordinator is Angela Clark
on 01462 425033 Our Crime Prevention Officer is Mark Montgomery
on  01462 425043 My phone Number is 01462 425224 for mid to long
term problems. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or
need Police within a couple of hours, 999 for immediate response if you
have just suffered a crime and for Hare Coursing.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk
gemma.day@herts.pnn.police.uk

contact us

copy date
Please send all copy and pictures
to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road,
Hinxworth SG7 5HL by February
20th for the March edition. Better
yet, please email any material to
patrickforbes@waitrose.com as it
saves  retyping and avoids errors.

This gourmet event will be held
on February 10th from 12.30 pm
until 2 pm in Hinxworth Village
Hall. If work starts on the Village
Hall, the lunch will be in St
Nicholas Church.

Newnham Poppies
Gwen Bowen tells us  that  gener-
ous contributions from the village
have enabled her to send £116 to
the Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal. Thanks to all who contrib-
uted to this collection.

Hands across the sea
John and Jane Roberts of Rich-

mond Virginia, USA, have sent
two generous donations to Saint
Nicholas Church, Hinxworth.
They are long term supporters of
St Nicholas  Church and are regu-
larly in touch with Judy King.

One cheque is for  preserva-
tion and restoration of the fabric,

Chapel Street Hope
Dear Patrick,

Here’s an update on a couple
of  issues. I hope the end  of the
ridiculous situation of road sur-
face problems in Chapel  St is  in
sight.  After months of myself and
the residents fighting, it has now
been accepted that the job was not
done properly in the first place.
The contractors are coming to re-
do the work in February. I am now
pushing the Highways depart-
ment to make sure it is paid for
by the contracting company and
not by the taxpayers!

apply for grants
In addition, as previously,  I am in
the position  of asking if any local
groups are in need of small
amounts of funding for their or-
ganisations for any equipment or
events they are holding. I would
dearly like to bid and get some
more   money for the villages - if
anyone is interested please do con-
tact me on 01462 896490
adyoung1@hotmail.com or

Many thanks.
Cllr Andrew Young

Want to increase your pocket
money? Got a couple of hrs a week
to spare? Aiming to  start  your own
landscape gardening business? I’m
looking for someone to cut my
lawns during the season. I’m happy
to pay the person the going rate.
Person must be responsible and
able to handle a petrol mower.All
tools supplied. For more informa-
tion please contact Brenda on
01462 743104

Gardener needed

the other, is for work with children and young people. John Roberts is
related to a former Rector of the parish in the 17th century, a picture of
whose memorial stone is above.

Pop Idol set found
A Pop Idol microphone and
headphone set has been found in
Hinxworth Village Hall. Claim it
by ringing Sylvia Scales on 01462
742505.

mobile police station
 The Mobile Police Station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Of-

fice on Thursdays February 9th and 23rd from 8.30 until 10.30 am.

Vehicle thefts and how to prevent them
A crime that is gathering speed in other areas is vehicle theft. Most

vehicles that are younger than 12 years old have engine immobilisers
fitted. The crooks find it almost impossible to steal vehicles without the
keys. It can even take a trained mechanic a considerable amount of time
to start your vehicle without the keys. So please look after your keys.

companies won’t pay
If a vehicle is stolen with keys some insurance companies will not

pay out. The most popular ways of stealing vehicles are these:
Entering your house when you are asleep. The offenders

break into your house in the hours of darkness; search cloakrooms for
coats and handbags,  then take keys for cars that are parked on your
drive or outside your house.

· When you fill your vehicle up with fuel. Please do not leave
the keys in your vehicle when you pay for the fuel. We do have a lot of
vehicles stolen in situations like this. It is a real gift for the thief they
have the keys and you have kindly  just filled it up with fuel.

My advice is to sleep with your keys.
sign up for monthly newsletter

I do publish a larger newsletter sent via e-mail if you would like to re-
ceive this please e-mail me with your name address and phone numbers
and I will put you on the distribution list.

work together to defeat crime
This monthly newsletter is intended to raise awareness of crime in our
area and what steps can be taken to reduce it. If we know what is going
on, are alert to it, share information and work together, we will all stand
a better chance of preventing crime or tracing those responsible for it.
Please pass my e-mail address to your friends and neighbours and I will
include them in the distribution list.

Christingle

Children at the Christingle
service at St Nicholas Church


