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Village Walk
July’s village walk will take place 
on Friday July 28th.  We meet 
at 10.30 am at The Three Horse-
shoes, Hinxworth.

FUCHSIA FESTIVAL
SATURDAY JULY 15 &  SUNDAY JULY 16

10.00am to 4.00pm
THE CHURCH OF ST. MARY MAGDALENE 

CALDECOTE (near Newnham)
Display by the Beds. and Herts. Fuchsia Society

Refreshments.    Fuchsia plant sale.
Entrance free

Donations will be welcomed and profits passed on 
to the Friends of Friendless Churches.

Enquiries: 01462 742440

                    Have a good trip
There are just three places left on the Leeds Castle trip on Thursday July 
27th The bus leaves the village at 8:15 am and leaves Leeds Castle about 
5pm. Cost  is £10 for the coach and £10 entry. Contact Sylvia Scales on 
01462 742505 for more details.

Save the Planet

 

The first thing most people including my family say to me when I start 
going on about this particular issue is ‘Well what can I do? There’s only 
one of me.’ Or ‘Look at all those who don’t do anything about their mess 
or recycling or the amount of petrol they use.’ My reply is, ‘we have to 
start somewhere; we cannot in all conscience leave it to everybody else, 
plus everything we do helps.’

cardboard can be composted
Okay  - so now we’ve got not just paper boxes and glass boxes but also 
brown bins, but there are other things we can do too and quite easily. For 
example don’t forget your brown bin can contain up to 25% of domestic 
cardboard waste, like birthday cards and food packaging, though not 
waxed juice cartons.

recycle tins and plastic 
And what about tins and plastic bottles? Strangely the council’s waste 
targets are set based upon weight which is why glass and paper are col-
lected but not tins and plastic because they don’t weigh as much. But land 
fill sites are rapidly filling up and nobody wants new ones near them, so 
the more we can recycle the better for everybody and that includes future 
generations. So collect them in boxes or plastic bags and take them once 
a month when you go into Letchworth or even to Tescos! Then throw all 
those plastic bags in the collecting point in the entrances of both Tescos 
and Sainsbury’s stores. Did you know we go through 6 billion bags a 
year? Most of them get thrown away after just one use to lie rotting in 
landfill sites for up to a hundred years!

My RE students used to say something to me that they’d learned in 
Geography class: we don’t hand the planet on to our children we borrow 
it from them! Quite a good maxim I think.
Sylvia Scales

Fantastic Potton Concert
 The Amici Singers will be presenting their Summer Concert at St Mary’s 
Church, Potton on July 1st at 7.30pm.  Tickets are £7 (£5 concessions) 
from choir members or at the door – for details you can telephone 
01767 681883.

The extremely varied programme will include Mozart’s Missa Brevis 
(K.192), accompanied by the Ivel Valley Chamber Orchestra. In addi-
tion, Bryan Shaw of The New English Concert Orchestra will play the 
Oboe Concerto written especially for him by Amici Leader, Douglas 
Coombes.   There will be a reprise of “The Singing Emerald Isle” as well 
as madrigals and African songs.  

A true cornucopia of music!  Don’t miss it. 
Alas, this notice arrived well after the copy deadline for June’s 
Village Voice. I hope some people may be able to attend. - Editor

Toner Hunt
If you know of a source of  cheap 
toner for an Epson C1100 colour 
laser printer, please contact the 
editor on 01462 742015.



Cyril meets the 9 year olds The Clutterbuck Connection
As many of the congregation of St, Nicholas will know,  Gerald Clare 
made an excellent album of church and village life to send to our Ameri-
can benefactor, John Roberts, whose ancestor was a Rector of Hinxworth 
in the 17th Century.   Fewer villagers may know that Gerald produced 
another to send to our English benefactor and good friend Major Robert 
Clutterbuck of Knutsford, Cheshire.  Robert generously paid for the 
replacement west window in the church and  contributed handsomely to 
the repairs to the village clock and War Memorial.  Gerald used photos 
to illustrate the Clutterbuck connection with Hinxworth, notably through 
Robert’s grandfather Rev. Arthur Clutterbuck, rector here between 1886 
and 1907, and also Vincent Clutterbuck, Arthur’s son and thus Robert’s 
uncle, who was responsible for our having a village clock.

 Robert Clutterbuck, now in his eighties, wrote to me to say 
he had received the gift from the village:  “I was thrilled to receive the 
‘Images of Hinxworth’!  I shall treasure the splendid album and warmly 
congratulate Gerald Clare on its production.” 

not quite enough money for the clock
Robert went on to give some further details of the Clutterbuck connec-
tion with Hinxworth.  The Robert Clutterbuck named under the eastern 
window of the church was the father of  the Rev. Arthur Clutterbuck and 
so the current Robert’s great grandfather.  Vincent Clutterbuck, a regular 
soldier who died tragically in 1916, was a fanatic about timepieces and 
wanted to bequeath a clock to the village.  Robert’s letter stated, “Family 
reports indicated he did not leave enough money for the War Memorial 
and clock, and my grandmother, Mrs. Arthur Clutterbuck, had to foot 
the bill for the balance!”

 Incidentally, I have always understood that our lime tree avenue 
to the church was planted by Arthur Clutterbuck – one tree for each 
member of his immediate family.

Haileybury connection
Robert’s personal connection with Hinxworth goes back many years.  
As a boy, when visiting his grandmother, he got to know a young John 
Sale.  Before he joined the Army in 1939 Robert was educated at Hai-
leybury where one of the staff was my father, Charles Fair, who retired to 
Hinxworth in 1946.  A contemporary at Haileybury was Bob Smyth of 
Edworth.  We all hope Robert will pay Hinxworth another visit before 
too long.
Reggie Fair

Who‛s got the key  to the door? 
  June 23rd was a special day for Libby  Keep; her 18th Birthday. These 
days we celebrate this occasion as the day we become  adults rather than 
the traditional coming of age at 21. At 18 we can vote, get married and 
legally get drunk. This shift in attitude towards adulthood being achieved 
at 18 instead of 21 came in 1970 after they lowered the age for voting so 
that 18 year olds could vote on why they were dying for their country.

treasuring the big brass key
Thinking back led me to memories of my own 18th birthday. I’m the 
youngest in a large family and in my late teens because of the under-18 
laws, I wasn’t allowed to join in with their heavy social life at the club 
they frequented 4 to 5 nights a week, leaving me feeling excluded. Then 
finally the big day arrived when I could join in. I danced and laughed on 
the one and only occasion six sisters and one brother celebrated together 
in the same building – and it was all for me. Club life never did appeal 
to me again nor the champagne but to this day I treasure the big brass 
key they bought me, and the memories associated with it. 

Betty Thorn celebrated her 21st in the sixties. She and Ed had just 
married so money was scarce. She remembers the night proudly; the event 
was held in the church hall and the congregation shared a feast. She still 
has a wonderful photo of herself on the evening posing in her beautiful 
wedding dress that had been dyed yellow for the occasion. Ed and Betty 
organised a variety of games to make the evening enjoyable for all. 

21 in a tent
John Sale, at 87 years young, remembers turning 21 just after having been 
called up for his National Service as part of the ‘Militia Group’ stationed 
at Tidworth. He was engaged to Edna. At the time he was trying to keep 
up morale amongst his pals who were all feeling homesick. He spent his 
birthday reading letters from Edna whilst sharing a homemade fruitcake 
with them in a tent, chatting of the times to come. 

“hip hip hooray, I‛m 21 today”
It isn’t so easy for Cyril Demarne to remember his 21st; after all it was 80 
years ago. He does remember how proud he felt in the made-to-measure 
suit that he wore. He showed me the exquisite engraved gold cufflinks 
that his mother gave him. They cost 35 shillings, a lot of money at the 
time for his widowed mum to find. His most vivid memory is of singing 
“Hip Hip Hooray I’m a jolly good fellow I’m 21 today!” 

 So what about your memories of your 21st? In researching this 
article I have spoken to many people and the response from most has 
been that by that age they were married and had families... Certainly no 
spare money for celebrating.
Brenda Dangar

Cyril Demarne visited Ashwell School on June 7th to speak to Class 4  
eight and nine year olds about his experiences during the  second world 
war. He talked about rationing, the evacuation of children and illustrated 
his talk with a collection of photographs taken by the London Fire 
Brigade. The 92 year age gap between speaker and listeners proved to 
be no barrier at all.

Reminiscing about the war: Liam Johnson and Cyril Demarne

Is plotting your family tree one of those jobs that you’d like to do some 
time but never get around to? Same sort of thing as sorting out all those 
photos taken over the years and put in bags and suitcases to be organised 
on a rainy afternoon. Well, I can’t help you with the photos but here’s a 
chance to get started on researching your ancestors.

possible August start
I want to start a genealogy club in Hinxworth and all would be wel-

come - whether you are an experienced genealogist or a rookie. However 
there will be a limit on membership initially to about 10 so do get in 
touch ASAP (email:g.clare@mac.com)I shall be away during most of  
July so if you don’t hear anything don’t worry, I shall get back to you. 
I’m hoping to get the club under way in August.

fun and exciting
Danielle Mace, a neighbour of mine, has had extensive practical research 
experience and will be there to point us in the right direction. She has 
written a beginner’s guide with the important essentials to get us started. 
Genealogy is one of those subjects where club members can benefit very 
quickly from one another’s experience. So it’s going to be fun and pos-
sibly exciting researching our family trees. Who knows, we might just 
find out that some of us are related!
Gerald Clare 01462 742820

Hinxworth Genealogy Club



Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

Hinxworth Parish Council Hinxworth & Edworth WI
Minutes of the meeting held on June 1st in St Nicholas Church.
Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes, circulated to all Council-

lors, were accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
Matters arising from the minutes: St Nicholas PCC: It is becoming 

increasingly difficult to find a manufacturer of signs for the Church that 
are not too expensive. It is hoped to resolve this by the July meeting.

The War Memorial: Harry King is awaiting the better weather before 
undertaking the work required.

Chairman’s Report: Book of Local Photographs: There is a dvd of 
photographs of Hinxworth Village. These are being printed and are to 
be made into an album for the Clutterbuck family as a memento of 
their life in the village.

List of Local Tradespersons: The Chairman is pleased to endorse 
Sharon Dawson’s initiative to compile a list of local tradespersons for 
publication on Hinxworth’s website.

The Three Horseshoes’ Rates: The rates for the pub have increased 
by approximately 20%. The Chairman and the Councillors feel the pub 
is an essential part of the community. They therefore agreed to speak to 
Andrew Young to enlist his help in appealing against the increase.

Village Hall: Programme for Refurbishment:The first site meeting 
took place on Tuesday May 30th for the certification of the first stage 
payment. Work is progressing according to plan. The car park lighting is 
to be reviewed. Conamar are confident that they will be able to provide 
a satisfactory lighting system for the area without incurring too much 
expenditure. The asbestos report highlighted additional items of asbestos 
that requires removal at a cost of £1,900. The work involved and the 
sum to be charged is now under discussion. Harry King requires the 
Parish Council to receive a breakdown of the cost of each trade element 
and the preliminaries within the Bill of Quantities totalling the contract 
cost. This will enable the costs to be monitored.

Biffa Award: The Chairman is in correspondence with Biffa over their 
payment of the £45,000 award for the Village Hall refurbishment. He is 
concerned the guidelines for the payment of the award, timing and the 
amount, at the time of application, were never formally agreed. This has 
caused much concern and the Parish Council is now trying to unravel 
the original application to agree a satisfactory outcome. It is hoped this 
will not cause any undue delay.

Edworth Parish Meeting: The Councillors have received a copy let-
ter from Mid Beds District Council detailing a £15,000 award towards 
the Village Hall. Richard Floyd prepared the application and met with 
Mrs Lewis, district councillor for Dunton and Edworth, and her team 
at their offices in Ampthill who agreed to the award.

Planning: Gate Cottage, High Street: The Chairman has received 
a letter from the owners of Gate Cottage detailing their concern over 
the public right of way over their land. The Parish Council can see no 
problem with the proposed diversion as outlined by the owners.

Finance: Accounts 2005/2006: The audited accounts have been 
signed by the Chairman.

Recreation Ground: Facilities for young people: Harry King now has 
the brochures for the basketball nets and is investigating the equipment 
required. Grass Cutting: David Granger Landscapes Ltd will continue 
to cut the grass during 2006. The Tennis Court: Tony Smyth intends to 
spray the court to kill off the weeds. ROSPA:The annual inspection has 
taken place. All the areas inspected have a low risk rating. Tree Planting: 
Charlie Thackway and Simon Marlow are still discussing the matter.

Highways: Chapel Street: The figure is still awaited for the cost of 
the work. Potholes: A resident has detailed 67 potholes between Ashwell 
and Hinxworth to the Highways Department and to Andrew Young 
who has passed his complaint to Hertfordshire County Councillor Tony 
Hunter who is actively lobbying the County Council. Councillors re-
main frustrated at the lack of response. Francis Road: Parking on grass 
verges continues. Residents will not be pursued on this matter during 
the refurbishment of the Village Hall. Residents at 20 and 22 are most 

affected due to the necessary access for heavy lorries at that point.
Any other business: none.
Next meeting: Thursday July 6th 8pm in St Nicholas Church.
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.

continued from columns 1 & 2

On a very warm evening in June President Maggie Bedford welcomed 
members to the meeting in the pleasantly cool St. Nicholas Church. 
Maggie reminded members of the Group Competition, an 18 inch scare-
crow which should be brought to the September meeting to be judged. 
The winner will be entered into the Group Competition. Carol Cheney 
reported on the Spring petanque Day at Shillington, a very enjoyable 
day with our member Audrey Clare playing in the winning team.

absent speaker 
Unfortunately the speaker did not arrive and members decided that they 
would like to “just chat”. So with delicious cakes and coffee the evening 
ended very pleasantly.

The July 13th meeting is the Garden Meeting which will be a tour 
of the Dunton community garden. Meet at The Three Horseshoes Pub, 
Hinxworth at 6.50 pm.
Jean M Brown

Hinxworth Art Society
Hinxworth Art Society holds weekly meetings on a Wednesday from 
10.00 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Newnham Village Hall.   As soon as the work 
on Hinxworth Village Hall is completed, we will return to hold our 
meetings there.

This year we are holding four workshops.   The most recent one was 
held on Wednesday 31st May and Gerald Porter came to demonstrate 
landscape painting and shared his experiences with us.   We were encour-
aged by his philosophy that ‘everyone has latent artistic skills which have 
lain dormant since childhood’ and ‘a person who never makes mistakes 
never learns’.   

workshop at St Nicholas Church
There are two more workshops.   The first on Saturday, 1st July 10.00 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. at Hinxworth Church with James Willis.   Hopefully, weather 
permitting we will be painting outside.   The second one is on Wednesday, 
4th October 9.30 a.m. – 1.30 p.m. at Newnham Village Hall/Hinxworth 
Village Hall with Jill Winch.   Jill will be showing us how to paint flowers 
in watercolour and also using watercolour pencils.

new members & visitors welcome
We are a friendly group of all-ability painters and mostly use watercolours 
but some members are branching out with oils, acrylics and pencils. 
New members and visitors are always welcome.  If you would like more 
information, please contact Betty Thorn on 01462 742858 or Julia Bell 
on 01763 241742, they will be pleased to hear from you.

The Mysterious Mistress
Margaret Crosland has written about Simone de Beauvoir, Edith Piaf and 
Madame de Pompadour. Her latest book is about Jane Shore, mistress 
of Edward the Fourth for some twelve years. When the king died, his 
successor Richard the Third had Jane arrested  for treason, accused of 
sorcery and imprisoned twice.  Shakespeare described  Jane as having a 
pretty foot, a cherry lip, a bonny eye, a passing pleasing tongue. There is 
some evidence that Jane may have come to Hinxworth in the later years 
of her life, and may have worshipped at St Nicholas Church. Margaret 
Crosland visited Hinxworth while researching her book and describes 
it as possessing most of the features of the ideal English village. She is 
right of course.

“The Mysterious Mistress” by Margaret Crosland ISBN 075093851X 
is published by Sutton Publishing at £20.



Church ServicesOn the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: patrickforbes@waitrose.com

  Our Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer is Vee Halimana on 01462 
425010, email novuyo.halimana@herts.pnn.police.uk. Our Secretary 
and Community Safety Coordinator is Angela Clark on 01462 425033. 
Our Crime Prevention Officer is Mark Montgomery on  01462 425043 
My phone Number is 01462 425224 for mid to long term problems. 
Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within 
a couple of hours, 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered 
a crime and for hare coursing. 
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk. 
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk

contact us

copy date
Phone numbers beginning with 070 are premium rate numbers so if 
anyone leaves an answer phone message on your phone or drops a card 
off at your house/place of work asking you to call a number starting 
with 070 be very careful, this is more than likely a ‘con’.

A suspicious incident occurred in Southview Letchworth where a 
white male dressed as a priest approached someone and claimed to be 
looking for the local vicar. The offender, who is further described as hav-
ing a strong Irish accent, claimed to have broken down and was given 
a sum of cash under the pretext that the money would be returned. It 
appears that this chap was not a priest and to date has not returned 
the money.

What should I do if I witness a crime?
If you see a crime or offence being committed report it - or ask someone 
else to report it if you can’t leave the scene. If the incident is very seri-
ous or someone is badly injured and an immediate police response is 
required, call 999. In other circumstances, phone 0845 33 00 222 and 
an operator will connect you to the correct resources.

If the incident involves violence, you should not intervene unless you 
are confident you can do so safely. Instead, call the police immediately. 
If you are a witness to an incident then you may need to describe to 
police who was involved or explain in detail what actually happened. 
Pay attention to people’s height, build, hair colour and length and in 
particular their clothes. Write down what you saw if you possibly can. 

If the crime occurs in Hertfordshire, please contact our main central 
switchboard number – 0845 33 00 222.

What will the police want to know?
The police will normally want to know the following information:
• Your name and address 
• The telephone number you are calling from 
• A main contact number (mobile or home number) 
• The exact location of the incident you are reporting 
• The nature of the incident 
• Descriptions of the people involved 
• Whether you are a witness to the incident or reporting it on behalf       
of someone else 
• If you are still watching the incident, you may be asked to stay on 
the line. 
• If you are reporting a road accident you may also be asked:
• The number and type of any vehicles involved 
• The number and extent of injuries  
• Whether the road is blocked. 

Sunday 2nd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 9th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 16th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 23rd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
             9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday 30th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Please send all copy and pictures 
to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis 
road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL, or 
better yet, e-mail material to 
patrickforbes@waitrose.com by 
July 20th for the August edition. 
Thank you.

Soup Lunch
July’s soup lunch will be on Fri-
day July 14th from 12.30 pm 
until 2 pm in St Nicholas Church 
Church, Hinxworth. Depending 
on the weather, a choice of soups 
may be replaced by  baked pota-
toes with a choice of fillings. 

The Mobile Police Station will be outside Ashwell Post Office on Thurs-
days July 13th and 27th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am

mobile police station

Angel card business will help charities
Actual Marketing, a local Marketing & PR company based in Ashwell are 
launching a new business in October this year. Called Arella (a Hebrew 
word meaning ‘angel’, ‘messenger’) the company will publish a new 
range of Christian Fine Art greeting cards, including cards for Easter, 
Christmas and special occasions. 

Stephen Thorn who runs Actual Marketing says “While I was work-
ing as a Director of Woodmansterne Publications I realised that there 
was a need in the market for upmarket, quality greeting cards that are 
inspired by Christian words and imagery. We aim to publish beautiful, 
overtly Christian cards available through Christian bookshops, cardshops 
and our own online store. We are also establishing the Arella Fund for 
a portion of our profits to go to Christian charities. We are currently 
engaged in market research; retailers are already interested in the project 
and we are setting up meetings with key buyers. 

contact Stephen if you can help
Launching at the Christian Resources Exhibition at Exeter in January 
2007 Stephen would be interested to hear from anyone sympathetic to 
the ethos of the business who has experience in marketing, graphic design 
and the arts. Stephen adds “We’d also like to talk to anyone who would 
be interested in offering short-term financial assistance to the business 
as we start our marketing and publishing programme. It’s a very excit-
ing time and our business plan can be available on request.”  Anyone 
interested in receiving more information should call Stephen on 01462 
742755 or e-mail stephen@actualmarketing.co.uk.” 

Linda moves to Letchworth
Moving away from the village makes me think of the things I miss, like 
Julie Andrews’ list of favourite things. I’ll miss the village clock chiming 
in the night so you know the time without putting the lights on and 
looking at watch or clock. I’ll miss the dawn chorus at 4.45 am. I’ll miss 
the church bells on Sunday morning, and I’ll miss Village Voice telling 
me what’s happening in my close community. (We’ll send you a copy each 
month, Linda - Editor)

My friends? No, I won’t miss 
them because I know they are still 
with me. Wherever I live they are 
in my heart and soul. I shall get to 
see them and borrow their gardens 
for sunbathing, and pour their 
pints and listen to their jokes.

Letchworth is nice but if I 
should one day win the lottery and 
can afford a property in Hinxworth, that’s where I’ll be. This is where my 
roots are. Till that day my new address and phone number is 5 Lordship 
Centre, Howard Drive, Letchworth SG6 2DF 01462 684156
Linda Croton


