
   June 2006                for Caldecote, Edworth, Hinxworth and Newnham                 No.57

Village  Voice

The Lamplighter International Trust
invite you to a Musical Soiree

With the Trio Giocoso and Friends. 
    Saturday 10th June, 7.30p.m. The R.C. Church Hall    
       College Road, Hitchin. (near  Hitchin Police Station) 

Admission £10 (to include a glass of wine).
For tickets & further information contact 
Viv or Geoff Burrows on 01462 743227 

Free Print Cartridges for Hp printer
 Good home wanted for Tri-colour Print Cartridge Re-

placement hp C6578 series no 78 (half full) Black Print 
Cartridge Replacement hp C6615 series no 15 (full). Contact 
Judy King on 01462 742580.

 

Teddy Bears‛ Picnic and Tea
Orchard Bungalow, Edworth, Sunday July 2nd from 4.30 pm to 

6.30 pm. There will be a raffle, bring and buy, cake stall. All proceeds 
to Amyloidosis and Moror Neurone Research. Every penny goes to the 
charities. No expenses are taken, and food and drink are all donated.

Work Begins

Living next door to Hinxworth Village Hall has generally been a 
quiet and peaceful business, with  only the occasional children’s party 
or rock music group rehearsal to register on the editorial decibel scale. 
Now, with work on the refurbishment started, there’s never a dull mo-
ment. A great monster of a digger/earthmover  loomed over the back 
fence at one point before dropping down for another mouthful of earth 
at the back of the hall. In no time at all, deep trenches were dug for the 
foundations for the extension. Lorries drove to and fro, taking the spoil 
away. A day or so later, a relay of concrete mixer lorries arrived to spew 
the ready mixed concrete into the trenches. 

daffodil bulbs safeguarded
A week or two before the site was fenced off by the contractors, Viv 
Hughes and Yvonne Tookey  dug up the daffodil bulbs around the en-
trance of the hall, to keep them for re-planting once the refurbishment 
is completed. 

curtains removed for cleaning
The hall was emptied of anything useful, Sylvia Scales swept the floor, 
and the curtains were taken down from the windows and from the stage 
for safe keeping.

A poem from Hinxworth‛s own bard
“Progress there must be - else the world decays”
  Gone are the trees, the grass is gone.
  Refurbishment is moving on.
  Today we have a different view,
  A pretty little PortaLoo.

Ezekiel Hodge 19.5.06

Jazz on a Sunday Afternoon June 25th 3 pm
Lazy, hot mid–summer’s afternoon…...picnic and a good bottle of 

wine..…strawberries and cream…..Pimms…..good company…..good 
music. What more could one ask and at the same time support our 
Village Hall?

Iris and Geff Murray will host the event at their lovely home, ‘The 
Old Rectory’ in Edworth. Live jazz for all tastes will be played throughout 
by The Temple Trio (Tom Marlow and friends) with guest singer Kate 
Brown. – it should be a really enjoyable and fun afternoon. The whole 
family is welcome.  Tickets £8. Bring your own rug, chairs and picnic. 
More information from Heather or Michael Baim on 01767 315094.

Newnham Parish Lunch
Sunday July 9th 1 pm at Newnham Hall. Please bring your own 

drinks, plates, glasses and cutlery, swimming gear. There will be a raffle 
and the chance to swim if you dare.  Negotiations regarding entertain-
ment were at a delicate stage as we went to press. This is the main fund-
raising event of the year for St Vincent’s Church, Newnham. It is also, the 
Editor happens to know, a gastronomic treat. Further information and 
tickets, adults £9,  children £2, from Fiona Hughes on 01462 742709 
or Sue Bain on 01462 742284.



Kitchen Magic

Blink and you might miss Insite Interiors as you drive through Newn-
ham towards Ashwell. Located in Hall Barn, Barbara and Mark White 
have been there for nearly two and a half years. Barbara told me, “I used 
to work for Classic Homes in St Albans, designing interiors, kitchens, 
mapping where wiring went. Mark had his own engineering company 
handling packaging machinery. There were all kinds of problems with 
imports from Japan, so he agreed to work with me part time. I carried 
on with Classic Homes for another year and then left. They went out of 
business later that year. We worked from home in Ashwell, two desks 
in the hall of our bungalow. We were renting one of Tim Farr’s barns, 
so we asked if we could use this one. I think it was a gym before, bright 
red walls with all kinds of motivating slogans in gold. So we painted the 
walls cream and we’ve never stopped since then, we’re so busy.”

we want the customer to be thrilled
“We’re not expensive but we’re not competing with the likes of MFI. 

That would run us ragged. The planners are happy with the showroom 
we’re going to  put in here. 80% of our work is with developers. We’ve 
just won a contract for 22 houses, our biggest yet. We design and supply 
bathrooms as well. On one development we’re doing the bathrooms and 
kitchens and each house has three bathrooms. We’ve begun to do more 
domestic and local work with two schemes in Hinxworth at the moment, 
a number in Ashwell and Baldock. If we could do work on estates all the 
time, we would. There’s always an estate plumber, an estate electrician so 
we just dry fit.  With domestic jobs, it’s much more difficult to project 
manage  because there’s always people on top of us. We’re working in the 
centre of their house so we are upsetting them for a week or two while 
we get it done. We want the customer to be thrilled to bits with exactly 
what they want, whatever the budget.”

nine people to carry a granite slab
“In Newnham we fitted a kitchen in Chantry House, a listed building. 
The ceilings were low so we had to find units to fit and in the end we 
achieved what I think was a fabulous use of space. I’m very proud of what 
we did. You can see some of our work on our website www.insiteinteriors.
co.uk . We were involved with a £5 million pound house in Redbourn, 
designing all the bathrooms and the kitchen. It took nine people to carry 
in the granite slab for the kitchen!”

handy help needed in warehouse
We’ve taken on another a member of staff, Sue, and we’d love to hear 
from someone who would help us on a part time basis in the warehouse, 
suit a sprightly retired person, 12 to 15 hours a week, handy with a 
screwdriver. And we’re also looking for two more sites for showrooms 
in the Sandy and Royston areas.

Contact Barbara White on 01462 742876 for more information.

Barbara White takes a break

John and his 
motorbikes

There is so much talent in these villages the mind almost boggles. 
John Tookey, of Francis Road, Hinxworth, has written  a book about 
the second love of his life after wife Yvonne: motorcycles. Entitled “John 
Tookey and His Motorbikes ( a never ending tale)”, the book chronicles 
his passion for these machines, beginning with his discovery of  a copy of 
“Motor Cycling”, dated August 1954 in the staff room at Stotfold Mill 
where John had a holiday job.

first bike for £25
In no time at all he was hooked and placed a regular order for the magazine 
with the Stotfold newsagent. John saved and saved and by his seventeenth 
birthday he had enough to buy his first motorcycle, a Norton Big Four 
for £25. This would have been almost the same time as my interest in 
pre-war Austin seven cars developed.

Your Editor only ever ventured twice 
into the motorcycling world, once when 
working at Thamesmead I bought a second 
hand Honda C50 which was vandalised by 
local teenagers, parts being hacked off and 
thrown into a nearby pond, and the other a 
C70, I think, which I bought while work-
ing as priest in charge of Offley and Lilley. 
I didn’t have it long. Riding through an S 
bend on a greasy road near kings Walden 
on my way to a day workshop on prayer 
and spirituality, the bike slid from under 
me, landing me on my back on the cold wet road. When I stood up, I 
gave the Honda a hearty kick and wheeled it the rest of the way, in more 
of a mood for a workshop on curses rather than prayer.

broken ribs and punctured lung
John Tookey, however, seems to have persevered and had a much better 
time with these two wheeled machines. He has scrambled up hills until 
he fell off during a scramble at Broughton, Huntingdonshire, only to 
be rammed in the back by the rider in second place. He was taken to 
hospital in Huntingdon where he was found to have broken all his left 
ribs and punctured his lung. He was off work for six weeks and promised 
Yvonne never to scramble again.

From the dangers of scrambling John moved to the delights of trail 
riding , exploring the countryside in company with fellow members of 
the Stotfold Chequers Motor Cycle Club. 

a great read for £7.50
John told me, “The best thing about writing this book was the happy 

memories it brought back to life,” This book is a great read, even for 
someone as scared of motorcycles as I am. You can buy it for just £7.50 
from John Tookey, 7 Francis Road, Hinxworth, phone 01462 742439.
Patrick Forbes



Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

HINXWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on May 4th in St Nicholas Church.
Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes,  circulated to all Council-

lors, were accepted as a  correct  record and signed by the  Chairman. 
Matters arising from the minutes:  St Nicholas P.C.C.:-  Simon 

Marlow had obtained a verbal quote for the road signs to indicate the 
location of the Church. The Councillors thought the sum of £250.00 
per sign too costly. Another local contact will be approached for a quote. 
Simon Marlow proposed the £100.00 be set aside for the cost, the Chair-
man seconded this proposal.

 Local Footpaths:- Simon Marlow notified the meeting he had re-
viewed the map of the local ‘Rights of Way’ as received from Hertford-
shire County Council. The map shows the accurate details, as far as he 
is aware, of  ‘The Rights of Way’ in the Area. 

The War Memorial:- Harry King is to review the current condition 
of the seats and arrange for them to be mended where necessary. The 
memorial also requires painting and a quote for this work is awaited. 

 The Village Hall: Programme for Refurbishment: 
A ‘Start meeting’ took place on 25 April at the offices of Conamar 

Building Services. It was agreed the Village Hall site should be fenced 
off and made secure in the first week of May. The building programme 
will then commence as soon as this is completed. There has yet to be a 
survey, as required by the Health and Safety Executive, on the asbestos 
in the  existing building. This will take place by the end of the first 
week in May with the report to be sent to Eades Hotwani, the project 
architects, the following week. This survey is an additional cost to the 
project, which needs to be covered from the ‘contingency’ element 
in the Tender. The Chairman has asked the Clerk to write to Eades 
Hotwani to register the Parish Council’s disquiet over this and to also 
notify the Architects the additional cost of £765.00 should be reduced 
by the amount within the tender figure for the area of the asbestos in 
the roof. The final figure outstanding for Eades Hotwani’s professional 
fees has also to be confirmed. The Chairman is concerned that the sum 
of £5051 the Parish Council paid over to BIFFA as a guarantee has  yet 
to be refunded to the Council.  

 Planning: Manor Farm, Chapel Street, Hinxworth, SG7 5HN 
– Planning Application 06/00213/1North Hertfordshire District Coun-
cil has given conditional approval to the above planning application.

Finance: Accounts 2005/2006:- The Clerk circulated and outlined 
the draft accounts for 2005/2006. These have now to be audited ready 
for the Chairman to sign at the Parish Council’s next meeting in June. 

Recreation Ground: 
Facilities for the Young People in the Village:- After his discussion 

with Charles Webber, Harry King asked the Clerk to obtain brochures 
for basket ball nets that can be set up in the tennis court area. 

Grass Cutting:- David Granger Landscapes Ltd will continue to cut 
the grass during the 2006 season. 

The Tennis Court:- The Councillors have been made aware that 
some persons in the Village are using the tennis court without paying 
their subscriptions. The persons entitled to use the tennis court during 
the 2005 season were as follows:- the Hull, Cobb, Floyd, Grimmer, 
Scales, Marlow, and Lillie families. All had paid their subscriptions. A 
notice will be put in the Village Voice for all those persons in the Village 
who want to use the tennis court during the 2006 season to pay their 
subscriptions of  £22.00 to the Parish Council as soon as possible.   For 
the 2006 season those persons eligible to use the tennis court will be 
displayed on the notice board by the Three Horseshoes pub as the notice 
board on the Village Hall will be unavailable during the  refurbishment.  
Tony Smyth has kindly agreed to spray the court to kill off the weeds.
Hedge Cutting:- Harry King and Tony Smyth are reviewing when this 
could be done.

R.O.S.P.A:- This annual inspection is scheduled for May.
    Tree Planting:- Charlie Thackway has approached the Parish 

Council with a request to plant a tree in memory of Jan, his wife, who 

passed away recently after along illness. The Parish Councillors are more 
than agreeable to this. Simon Marlow is to speak to Charlie to discuss 
where it is likely the tree will be planted.

Highways: Chapel Street: This work is now complete. The Chairman 
asked the Clerk to speak to Andrew Young about how much the work 
cost. That is the original figure and also the subsequent remedial work 
that has just been completed and who paid for it.

   Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: The Councillors are still aware of 
the poor condition of the roads. Again it is necessary for all road users to 
contact the Hertfordshire Highways Fault Line – 01438-737320.

Francis Road:  The parking on  grass verges continues. The Chair-
man asked the Clerk to speak to Andrew Young on who to approach at 
North Hertfordshire Homes as it appears to be their tenants who park 
on the verges.

  Any Other Business: The Chairman asked the Clerk to write to 
Gordon Hayden and John Cheney to thank them for the work they do 
within the Village, 
    Date of the next meeting:  on Thursday 1st June 2006. 8pm in 
St Nicholas Church.  The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.                          

Hinxworth & Edworth WI
The Spring Group Meeting at Ashwell on April 27th was well attended.  

The speaker Paul Bainbridge, spoke of his life and work as a sculptor at 
Madame Tussaud’s. The accompanying slides and humorous account 
‘revealed’ his many talents as an artist.

scarecrow competition
President Maggie Bedford welcomed members to the May 11th meeting 
held in St Nicholas Church. She congratulated Hinxworth & Edworth on 
winning the Group Competition Cup for the prettiest ceramic jug and 
the Drama Group for their very funny, out-of-season Pantomime, Little 
Red Riding Hood.  The Autumn 2006 Group Meeting is on September 
28th and will be held in Newnham Village Hall. Hinxworth & Edworth 
will be the hosts and the competition is to create a scarecrow not more 
than 18” high.  

angels, aloe vera....
Sylvia Scales then presented the Resolutions, ‘Renewable Energy’ and 
‘Participating Sport’.  After much debate both Resolutions were voted 
‘for’. The meeting ended with Tracy Adams of Beauty Angels, Ashwell, 
giving a talk and demonstration of Aloe Vera beauty products.

...and herbalism
The next meeting is on June 8th at St. Nicholas Church, Hinxworth, 
when Margaret Moore will give an introduction to Herbalism 
Jean M Brown

continued from columns 1 and 2

Asparagus hope
April’s Village Voice reported 

on the planting of a new field of 
7,000 asparagus crowns at Thorn’s 
Farm, New Inn Road, Hinxworth. 
We can now report that the plants 
have sprung up and a field of new 
asparagus is growing apace. Hav-
ing some asparagus vouchers left 
over from last year, Annette Forbes 
could not resist a chance to go and 
see how the new plants were far-
ing.  She is happy to report that 
the field is  really healthy and she’s  
looking forward to next year’s 
asparagus season.



Church ServicesOn the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: patrickforbes@waitrose.com

  Our Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer is Vee Halimana on 01462 
425010, email novuyo.halimana@herts.pnn.police.uk. Our Secretary 
and Community Safety Coordinator is Angela Clark on 01462 425033. 
Our Crime Prevention Officer is Mark Montgomery on  01462 425043 
My phone Number is 01462 425224 for mid to long term problems. 
Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within 
a couple of hours, 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered 
a crime and for hare coursing. 
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk. 
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk

contact us

copy date

Community  police officers in the Letchworth, Baldock, Royston 
and Rural areas of North Hertfordshire are proactively targeting people 
who ride their mini motorbikes or mopeds in an anti social manner so 
that we can reduce reports of nuisance behaviour. Between January and 
April this year there have been over 38 reports in North Herts of mini 
Motos being ridden in an anti social manner, by riders, often without 
helmets, causing a nuisance and danger to the public.

Now that the days are getting longer and summer holidays are not 
far off, the police are keen to remind the public of the law and safety 
regarding the use of these vehicles.  

nuisance mini motos will be seized
Motorised scooters, also known as mini Motos, buzz-boards and go-peds 
are actually sold as not being suitable for use on the road. They do not 
conform to current DOT type approval standards and  therefore cannot be 
registered with DVLA nor insured. As they are uninsured they are liable to, 
and will  be, seized by police if used on a public road or in a  public place. 
These vehicles are fitted with mechanical engines and some models are 
capable of speeds up to 40mph. As a result of the design and specifica-
tion many parents and young people are unaware of either the dangers 
or the road traffic offences that may be committed.

£200 fine and 6 penalty points
In addition to this,  it is also an offence under Sec 34 of the Road Traffic 
Act 1988 for these vehicles to be driven on common land/moor land/land 
not part of a road without lawful authority,  and insurance is required. 
Recent legislation has come into force which allows the police to ensure 
that riders comply with the law. Any uninsured vehicle will be seized 
immediately by police and the rider dealt with for no insurance, typically 
a £200 on the spot fine with 6 penalty points. Insured riders of DVLA 
registered mopeds may be made subject to a warning notice valid for a 
year and a further anti-social incident will result in its seizure.

I do publish a larger newsletter sent via e-mail if you would like to 
receive this please e-mail me with your name address and phone numbers 
and I will put you on the distribution list. If we know what is going on, 
are alert to it, share information and work together, we will all stand a 
better chance of preventing crime or tracing those responsible for it.  
Please pass my e-mail address to your friends and neighbours and I will 
include them in the distribution list.

 mobile police station

Village Directory
Have you ever needed an elec-

trician, plumber, builder, gardener 
and trawled through the Yellow 
Pages wondering which one to use 
and if they will be reliable and not 
rip us off?  Well, I propose the vil-
lage puts together our own sort of 
‘Mini Yellow Pages’ with the names 
and telephone numbers of trades-
men, etc. It could be anything 
- from someone who does your 
ironing - or mows your grass to 
somebody who built your house, 
with a small paragraph about why 
we think they are reliable and why 
we would recommend them.  It 
would certainly save a lot of time 
and give peace of mind that other 
people in the village were happy 
using them.

contact me
 If you would like to recommend 
someone, please email me their 
name, telephone number and a 
small paragraph. My e-mail ad-
dress is Stylerdawson@aol.com.

 I suggest that we keep the list 
on the village web site for easy 
access.  I look foward to hearing 
from you.
Sharon Dawson
 

 Hinxworth &Newnham service times change from  June 4th.
Sunday 4th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 11th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 18th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 25th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
             9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Please send all copy and pic-
tures to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis 
road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL, or 
better yet, e-mail material to 
patrickforbes@waitrose.com by 
June 20th for the July edition. 
Thank you.

Soup Lunch
June’s soup lunch will be on 

Friday June 16th from 12.30 pm 
until 2 pm in St Nicholas Church 
Church, Hinxworth. Depending 
on the weather, a choice of soups 
may be replaced by  baked potatoes 
with a choice of fillings. 

Village Walk
June’s village walk will take 

place on Friday June 30th. Meet 
at 10.30 am at The Three Horse-
shoes, Hinxworth.

Good Hair Days
Hair stylist Zoe Sadegh came 

to  Hinxworth from Edworth 
four years ago. Zoe told Village 
Voice, “My aunt had a salon in 
Chigwell and we used to go there 
every week. That’s where I decided 
hairdressing was what I wanted to 
do.  I trained at Vidal Sassoon’s 
salon in Bond Street, London, for 
two and a half years. Among our 
clients was Dawn French and I 
regularly helped with styling her 
hair.  I already have some clients 
in Ashwell and it would be good 
to build on that base.

Zoe will travel to your home, 
her prices are reasonable and she is 
happy to work with men’s, women’s 
or children’s hair. Ring Zoe on 
01462 742642 or 07946 315980 
to arrange an appointment.

IndependentAge 
IndependentAge is a charity 

which champions independence 
for older people. Our main aim is 
to enable older people in financial 
difficulty to live independent lives 
with dignity and peace of mind.

We provide security for life in 
the form of a small regular extra 
income. We can also provide crisis 
grants, mobility equipment, nurs-
ing and residential care and help 
with fees.

Many older people face their 
troubles alone. So IndependentAge 
has over 1,100 volunteer visitors 
who offer friendship and practical 
support. Most of our beneficiaries 
have never needed help before so 
all assistance is given with the ut-
most discretion and sensitivity. 

Our free advice guides 60-Wise 
and 60-Wise at Home are full of 
details of the help available to 
older people from many different 
sources. 

If you know someone we may 
be able to help please contact 
David Daby on 0207 605 4222 
or The Care Department, Inde-
pendentAge, 6 Avonmore Road, 
London W14 8RL phone 0207 
605 4200.

Mini Moto
nuisance

The Mobile Police Station will be outside Ashwell Post Office on Thurs-
days June 8th and 22nd from 8.30 am until 10.30 am


