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Sunday 21st May 2006
in aid of Camphill Village Trust

and Fortune Centre of Riding Therapy
Why not join us for a 3.5 mile walk through parkland, countryside 

and farmland taking in a small section of the Greensand Ridge Walk. The 
route will go down and up the ridge so good walking shoes are advised. 
The Greensand Ridge Walk section is suitable for wheelchair users and 
those wishing to take a less strenuous route.

2pm onwards (last start 3pm) at Woodbury Hall, near Everton, by 
kind permission of the Earl and Countess of Erroll.

Finish with delicious cream tea and cakes.
Adults £6, children under 12 free. Dogs welcome on a lead. The route 

will be well signed. Tickets available from Rosemary Smyth - phone 
01767 315341.

Hall Contract Signed

Leeds Castle
Time is pressing, and you may 
not have too many more chances 
to book for this amazing outing 
to Leeds Castle on Thursday July 
27th. The coach is alleged to be 
filling up, so why not give Sylvia 
Scales a ring on 01462 742505 
now? You know it makes sense

Pilates Deadline
If you are interested in attending 
Pilates classes, the deadline for 
returning your enroment form 
and deposit chque to Linda But-
ler is May 10th. There has been a 
good response so far but some of 
those who say they are keen have 
not returned the forms.

Doctor Martin Hoffman, Chairman of Hinxworth Parish Council 
signed the contract for the refurbishment of Hinxworth Village Hall on 
Monday April 3rd. The contract is to run for four months with work 
starting at the beginning of May. 

Lydia Burrows and Jade Hughes were judged to be wearing the very 
best Easter bonnets at St Nicholas Church on Easter Day. Congratula-
tions to them both.

£4,700 for sound and vision 
The Hinxworth & Edworth Refurbishment fund was  awarded £4,700 

from the Lottery Grant “Awards for All” programme specifically for a 
complete sound and video system for the refurbished village hall.

After previously being turned down by the Lottery’s ‘Community 
Fund Main Grants’ for the building work, it was gratifying to learn that 
the Village Hall Management Committee’s application for installing a 
projector, screen and sound system was favourably received. The £4,700 
grant will enable future events to have the benefit of the latest sound and 
visual aids, thus enlivening talks and educational programmes within 
the community.

.....to be honest, I am not sure that all the 
money spent on a data projector was money 
well spent!

Woodbury Walk



Jazz on a Sunday Afternoon
 June 25th 2006

Lazy, hot mid–summer’s afternoon…...picnic and a good bottle of 
wine..…strawberries and cream…..Pimms…..good company…..good 
music. What more could one ask and at the same time support our 
Village Hall?

We hope the afternoon will be all this and more  and we are delighted 
to tell you that Iris and Geff Murray have agreed to act as hosts at their 
lovely home, ‘The Old Rectory’ in Edworth.

Live jazz for all tastes will be played throughout – it promises to be a 
really enjoyable and fun afternoon. The whole family is welcome.

More  details will be announced in the very near future, but should 
you want further information please call Heather or Michael Baim on 
01767 315094.

The name ‘United Benefice’ is given, 
because the three parishes of Ashwell; 
Hinxworth and Edworth; and Newnham 
and Caldecote, are united in that they 
benefit from the same ‘Cure of Souls’ of 
one single priest: myself. Now the three 
parishes have distinct characters and each 
church provides a unique presence to its 
community. This is a strength and should 
be maintained. Each church and parish 

Hinxworth and Edworth WI  
On 13th of April President Maggie Bedford welcomed members to the 

beautiful  St.  Nicholas Church, Hinxworth, for Members’  Night. The 
church was decorated with some splendid examples of craft, the results 
of a visit by several members to Denman College. Maggie reminded 
members of the Group Spring Meeting at Ashwell on 27th April and 
the trip to Leeds Castle on 27th July. Two members reported on the 
Community Affairs Day at Wheathampstead. Maggie then handed the 
chair over to Viv Hughes as president for the evening. Viv introduced 
Jean Wilkinson who gave a demonstration of spring flower arranging. 
We were then given yellow tulips and foliage and encouraged to try our 
hand at an arrangement, with colourful results. After a cheese and wine 
supper, gifts were presented to the Committee with thanks for all their 
hard work during the year.

Next month on 11th May the Annual Resolutions will be presented 
by Sylvia Scales, and Tracy Adams will give a talk on ‘Beauty’.

We are a United Benefice,says Simon Chambers

should receive the same pastoral care, priestly ministry and contact from 
myself, and at the moment, the pattern of services is such that I am un-
able to be at all of them. 

The current Sunday service pattern is as follows: The Book of Com-
mon Prayer Holy Communion service at 8.30 at Ashwell, the 9.45 Par-
ish Eucharist at Ashwell, and the 10.00 Parish Eucharist at Hinxworth. 
Each service also requires a time afterwards for me to be around for 
the important meet and chat. Currently our two retired priests Patrick 
Forbes and Eric Shegog help us out, and without their wonderful help 
the churches would not be able to sustain the services we have. But we 
must remember that they are retired, and as such they give their time as 
a gift, and we should not expect it from them. So, at the moment, the 
pattern of services is such, that without their weekly commitment, we 
are unable to sustain all our Sunday services. More than this, currently 
I am only at  one service a month at Hinxworth, which means I am not 
able to get involved with the ‘usual’ church life of Hinxworth in the 
way I would like.

new service pattern
The Churchwardens and the three PCCs have all met and discussed this 
issue, and are all in agreement that we trial for a three month period an 
alternative service plan: the  Ashwell 8:30 BCP communion moves to 
8:00, the 10:00 Parish Eucharist at Hinxworth moves to 9:15, and the 
9:45 Parish Eucharist at Ashwell moves to 10:45. In addition both Eric 
and Patrick are happy to commit to cover one Sunday a month. This 
means that Newnham’s only service will not be at 8:00 but at the more 
sociable time of 9:30.

give this trial a try
Changing service times will mean that each of our ‘normal Sunday rou-
tines’ will change, and this is why we have decided to trial the pattern for 
three months starting with the first Sunday in June. It may mean that if 
you normally attend the main Eucharist at Ashwell you will have more 
time in bed, or have to peel the vegetables for Sunday lunch before you 
come to church. Or if you attend the Hinxworth service you will find 
you have more time after church, but are challenged to get up 45 mins 
earlier. What I ask all of us, is to give it a try: experiment with how it 
works for you, and discover if enabling me to be priest to you all brings 
you interesting benefits. There will be chance for all of us to feed back 
near the end of the trial, and I look forward to being at all services. 

Services from 4 June till 27th August
8:00 am BCP Communion  Ashwell
9:15 am Parish Eucharist Hinxworth (3rd Sunday Family Service) 

   10:45 am Parish Eucharist Ashwell (1st Sunday Service of the Word) 
     9:30 am (4th Sunday) BCP Communion Newnham

6:30 pm Choral Evensong Ashwell
Simon Chambers

There is a fun activity that 
everyone can enjoy. It’s called 
Geo-caching where you can go 
and find a treasure chest with a 
GPS, global positioning system, 
or ordnance survey map. There are 
some items in the chest and when 
you find the chest you can take 
one item out per person and put 
another item in per person. 

a diary and clues
There is also a small diary in 
which you can write a little note 
to say who found it and when 
they found it. There are clues to 
help you find the chest if you are 
having trouble.  
Dead Sea or Bygrave
There are Geo-caches all around 
the world, even under the Dead 
Sea and the closest one to us is in 
Bygrave. This activity is free and 
easy to do.If you want to do it you 
can go on to their website www.
geo-caching.com and find out 
more information. Good luck!
Charles Webber

 

We apologise for this late arrival
Heartening it was to be rung up on May 1st by a reader who wanted 

to know where Village Voice was. At the time I was wrestling with the 
publication’s fiendish, but clearly quite excellent new software. I am 
indebted to Iain Bain of Newnham for gently leading me through some 
of the basics. Without him, I suspect this issue might not have appeared.
Patrick Forbes

Here and There
I had this wild idea that if I 

went away for ten days, when I 
came back, putting Village Voice 
together would be a breeze, a 
couple of hours’ work. While I 
was away, copy, features, amazing 
news of planned events, stunning 
pictures would flow into the edito-
rial mailbox, as if I had never been 
away. Dream on, as people say. It 
didn’t quite happen like that. Most 
months Village Voice almost puts 
itself together and all Ed Thorn 
and I have to do is to tidy the 
material up and assemble it into a 
four-page edition.

Last month, to celebrate the 
generous grant for a colour laser 
printer, we had a six-page Village 
Voice for the first time, with some 
colour. Six page editions will be 
the exception rather than the rule, 
if only because of the extortionate 
cost of toner for the printer.

If you have ideas about what 
you would like to read in Village 
Voice, please contact me. 
Patrick Forbes

Geo-Caching



The Chairman welcomed the 28 members of the public present 
at the meeting in St Nicholas Church on April; 6th and opened the 
proceedings.

 Minutes of the last meeting: - The minutes of the last meeting held 
on Thursday April 7th 2005 were circulated. The Chairman asked for a 
proposal that the minutes be signed as a correct record. Ray Kitchener 
proposed and Patrick Forbes seconded that the minutes were an accurate 
account and they were accepted unanimously.

 Matters arising from the minutes: - The Chairman reported he has 
seen no change in the Public Bodies’attitude to dealing with problems. 
The length of time to resolve problems remains the same. 

Recreation Ground: No volunteers came forward during the year to 
help with keeping the area in good order.

 Chairman’s Report: -The Parish Council: The Chairman conveyed 
his thanks to Patrick Forbes and his team for the Village Voice. The 
monthly meetings of the Parish Council were reported in this newsletter.  
Local information was displayed on the notice board outside the Three 
Horseshoes. The adopted minutes are now on the Hinxworth website 
and it is hoped to enhance these in the future. 

Highways & Other Related Items: The Highways remain in a ter-
rible state with no improvement from last year. Pot holes continue to 
be a problem, road cleaning is non-existent, New Inn Road continues 
to flood, Francis Road likewise. There is little or no response to these 
concerns from Hertfordshire Highways. Chapel Street gullies are being 
re-laid at a cost to the Contractor who laid them incorrectly in the first 
instance. The speed sign has made a significant difference to the speed 
of the traffic through the Village. An additional sign at the south end 
of the Village would reduce speeding even further. The Parish Council 
had sent a letter to the residents of Francis Road over the parking on the 
grass verges. Should this continue the Parish Council propose to seek 
an injunction under a local byelaw to stop this activity. It is intended 
to clean and repaint the War Memorial and also to repair the seating 
in front of the Memorial. The central reservation on the A1 opposite 
New Inn Road is being used as a means to cross the AI by vehicles other 
than farm vehicles. The Police are aware of this dangerous practice and 
are speaking to local farmers regarding their usage of this gap and if the 
farmers are agreeable the gap will be closed.  

Recreation Ground: Harry King is in discussion with the young 
people in the Village over the facilities in the recreation ground. To date 
it appears that there is a requirement for the provision of a basketball 
net. It was agreed this could be placed on the tennis court area. Further 
requests for other facilities are to be investigated. The tennis court net 
winding gear was vandalised during the year. This was repaired and it 
is hoped no further vandalism will occur. The area was cleared of weeds 
during the tennis season. The annual ROSPA report highlighted a few 
minor problems. The Parish Council has been informed there is an unac-
ceptable level of noise at certain times of day, coming from the recreation 
ground. This will be now be monitored to find out who is responsible. 
Simon Marlow looks after the woodland area and any cutting back 
required needs to be completed after the nesting season.

Planning: The Chairman reported there had been no contentious 
issues during the year. The boundary to a property in Chapel Street had 
been resolved. The Homefield resident’s problem with the dumping 
of rubbish at the rear of some of the houses had been taken up with 
N.H.D.C. The enforcement officer requested the owners of the land 
to clear the area. This is underway. During the year the Parish Council 
were approached about two houses being built on this parcel of land. It 
subsequently materialised that N.H.D.C did not approve of the applica-
tion.  The Parish Council is pleased to see the site of ‘Jacks’ house is now 
being cleared. The Parish Council has received the planning application 
for a shooting range, a replacement grain store and various other building 
upgrades at Manor Farm. They are particularly concerned that this may 
become a commercial activity to the detriment of the area. The Parish 

Council notified N.H.D.C. of their concerns. To conclude, the Parish 
Council continues with its housing policy of local need.

2). The Village Hall: The Chairman notified the meeting he had 
signed on April 3rd the Contract for the refurbishment of the Village 
Hall with the Contractors Conamar Building Services Ltd for the sum 
of £207,000.  He thanked all those who had made participated in the 
project. He reviewed the four and a half years it had taken to come to this 
point. The great response to the fund raising, the lottery debacle (twice), 
the referendum and finally seeing funds fall into place. The loan required 
from the Public Works Loan Board was £132K when the referendum 
took place, eventually the requirement came down to £43K. This extra 
cost on the council tax at band ‘D’ equates to £2.93 per month. As the 
Hall did not come up to the required safety standard, the Parish Council 
took the decision to go ahead with the loan otherwise the Hall would be 
closed.  The refurbishment will commence on May 1st going through to 
August 18th.  The Chairman conveyed his thanks to the Village, Geoff 
Burrows and David Osmond, also to Wendy Kitchener the Parish Clerk 
who had steered the Parish Council through the maze of administration, 
bureaucracy and financial planning to enable the Village Hall Refurbish-
ment to proceed. 

 Report by District Councillor Andrew Young:- Having conveyed 
his apologies at  being unable to attend the meeting Andrew provided 
a written report. In this he was pleased to see that Hinxworth had been 
awarded  funds of £50,000  for the Village Hall under the P.A.C.I.F. initia-
tive from N.H.D.C. He was also pleased to see the speed signs working 
and he also hopes with the Baldock by-pass opened there should be less 
traffic cutting through Hinxworth. The Housing issue is on going and 
it appears this will end up in the Deputy Prime Minister’s Office for a 
decision. Thanks to all those who wrote in to object.

N.H.D.C. are producing their rural strategy this year. Andrew has 
copies for anyone who would like one. Remember there is funding for 
organisations and groups in Hinxworth. Please let  Andrew know and 
he will try to obtain funding. Anyone needing to contact him please do 
so on 01462-896490 or e-mail him: a.d.young@btinternet.com

Report by County Councillor Tony Hunter:-. In this his first year 
as a County Councillor he is pleased to be able to meet local residents at 
their A.G.M’s. His intention is to ‘bang drums’ for local communities. 
There is of course more and more legislation proving to be a bureaucratic 
nightmare along with the government changing the methods of fund-
ing. To maintain the roads in the area requires £100,000. This would 
have to be borrowed. Initially £10,000 will be released in the annual 
programme of road maintenance. Ashwell School: Funding of £975,000 
for additional buildings at the school have been granted. Knights Tem-
plar School: 13 additional places for youngsters to attend the school are 
required. This has now gone to appeal and hopefully these places will 
be made available. Libraries: There is an underfund of  £580,000  in 
the Capital Funding Programme. Baldock Bypass: This opened seven 
months ahead of schedule. The last link to be completed by the Highways 
Agency should be finished in June. Housing: The threat of more hous-
ing still hangs over the area. The review has taken place. The case of the 
lack of infrastructure has been proved and the outcome is awaited. The 
Chairman thanked Councillor Hunter for his report.  

 Adoption of the Accounts:- The Clerk outlined the income and 
expenditure detailed in the accounts. Their adoption was proposed by 
Brenda Dangar,  seconded by David Osmond and accepted. Any Other 
Business:- Tony Hunter kindly agreed to look into the flooding problem 
in Francis Road.

A vote of thanks was proposed to the Parish Council from the floor 
and carried to applause.The next Parish Council Meeting will be held 
on May 4th in St Nicholas Church. The Chairman brought the meeting 
to a close, thanking all those who had attended.   

Hinxworth Parish Council‛s annual meeting We are a United Benefice,says Simon Chambers

Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council



60 Dramatic Years: A Feast of 
Thespian Fare

Thurs 18 – Sat 20 May 7 for 7.30pm 
Knebworth Village Hall

Young as we look,  and we certainly have a host of rising young stars, 
incredibly KATS (Knebworth Amateur Theatrical Society) is celebrating 
its Diamond Anniversary this year.  We started life way back in 1946 as 
St. Martin’s Players. 

a chance to sample
The first of our special Anniversary events, ‘A Feast of Thespian Fare’, 
offers you the opportunity to sample dainty morsels, specially chosen 
from over 100 plays presented during the last 60 years.  Served up to 
enchant, amaze, amuse and enthral you in May will be extracts from 
just 10 of them, performed by our strolling troupe of 15 players.  The 
bill of fare includes: A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Importance of 
Being Earnest, Round and Round the Garden and Teechers, to name 
but a few.

irresistibly tempting
Add to this the opportunity, on the Friday and Saturday nights only, to 
enjoy the show over supper and a glass of wine from the bar, and we have 
an entertainment for you we can only describe as irresistibly tempting.

Tickets are £6, concessions £4.50, on Thursday 18 May and £10, 
concessions £8.50, on Friday and Saturday 19 and 20 May, to include 
the supper.

      book in advance to be sure
We do hope you will be able to join us. As we will be seating guests in 
tables of 8, capacity is limited to 80 per night, so advance booking is rec-
ommended. Call Jo on 01438  814166 or visit our website to book. 

Sunday 7th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 14th 10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 21st 10 am Easter Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Thursday 25th Ascension Day Holy Communion, 7 pm, Saint                
Mary Magdalene, Caldecote
Sunday 28th 8.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
            10 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Service times all change in June. See article on page three.

Church ServicesOn the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: patrickforbes@waitrose.com

  Our Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer is Vee Halimana on 
01462 425010, email novuyo.halimana@herts.pnn.police.uk. Our Crime 
Prevention Officer is Mark Montgomery on  01462 425043 My phone 
Number is 01462 425224 for mid to long term problems. Ring 0845 
33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple 
of hours, 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime 
and for Hare Coursing. 
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk. 
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk

contact us

copy date
Please send all copy and pictures 
to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, 
Hinxworth SG7 5HL by May  
20th for the June edition. Better 
yet, please email any material to 
patrickforbes@waitrose.com as 
e-mail saves retyping and avoids 
mistakes. Well, that’s what the 
Editor fondly believes.

mobile police station
 The Mobile Police Station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays May 11th and 25th from 8.30 until 10.30 am.

Across the County there have been increased reports of pickpockets 
operating in town centres and supermarkets,‘dipping’ for purses.   

Police are taking positive action to deter pickpockets and to arrest 
anyone who commits this type of theft but there are measures that shop-
pers can take themselves to reduce the risk of becoming a victim.

follow this advice
Police are issuing the following advice:

• Be alert when you are out and about. Be aware of who is 
around you, especially in a crowd and move away if you feel a stranger 
is too close to you.

• Keep purses and wallets as secure as you can - women should 
keep bags closed up and men should keep their valuables in their front 
pockets, not in trouser back pockets.

• When carrying a bag try to make sure that you keep it to your 
front so you can see it at all times. Preferably use a bag with a zip but if 
you don’t have one, put your purse and other valuables at the bottom of 
the bag and not near the top where they could be seen or easily snatched.
Remember to be as careful with a mobile phone as you are with your 
purse or wallet.

beware of phone scam
If you receive a card through your door from a company call PDS (Parcel 
Delivery Service) saying that they have a parcel awaiting delivery instruc-
tions and can you contact them on 0906 6611911.

on no account call this number
DO NOT call the number as this is a mail scam originating from Belize 
If you call the number and you start to hear a recorded message you will 
already have been billed £15 for the phone call.

contact Royal Mail or ICTIS
If you do receive a card with these details, then please contact Royal 
Mail Fraud on 02072396655 or ICTIS at http://www.icstis.org.uk or 
your local trading standards office. This is a complete scam.

tell your friends
This service is under investigation by ICSTIS.  Please be aware of this 

scam and forward this information to as many as possible.  Should you 
receive a card from this company please follow the above instructions.

Soup Lunch
Join us for a soup lunch in St 

Nicholas Church, Hinxworth be-
tween 12.30 and 2 pm on Friday 
May 12th. Fantastic food, good 
conversation, and all for £2.

Village Walk
Now that winter has finally 

flown, a Village Walk is promised 
for Friday May 26th. Meet at The 
Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth, at 
10.30 am.

Just think. You could have 
advertised almost anything in this 
space - absolutely free! Small ads 
always welcome.

Raffle raises £105
After our feature in April’s Voice about 
the Lamplighter International Trust, 
Mark and Michelle Jarman gave a 5 
kilo Pannetone to be raffled in aid of 
the Trust. Their daughter Sofia helped. 
of course. Janet Fair won the cake.

Beware of 
pickpockets


