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The Village Picture House
Hinxworth‛s leading cinema

Using the fi ne new projection facilities in the Village Hall, we will step 
back into yesteryear with the showing of the classic fi lm White Christmas 
(U cert) starring Bing Crosby and Danny Kaye on Saturday December 
16th at 7.30 pm. In addition there will be Pathé News and a Pearl and 
Dean advertising feature and, of course, rousing theatre organ music. 
Uniformed usherettes will show you to your seats and have ice creams 
and soft drinks available in the interval.  Tickets are just £5 from Sylvia 
Scales 01462 742505 and Jean Wilkinson 01462 742146

All proceeds to Th e Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall Fabric Fund 

Village Supper November 18 2006
Last call for tickets at £20 each. Friends  welcome. Contact Sylvia 
Scales,  12 Francis Road, Hinxworth or call 01462 742505.

11 houses and over 90 people took part in our fi rst multi-venue quiz 
on Saturday October 14th.  Armed with reference books and the internet, 
friends and families of the hosts spent three hours in excited discussion 
and in-depth deliberation on the 100 wide-ranging questions. From pop 
and classical music to trivia, from Shakespearean characters to English 
cities –  the subjects provided a fun and mind-stretching time.

 cliff hanger result
Th e results were so close with only 2 points separating the winners and 
runners up and only 22 points separating all the teams!  Congratulations, 
therefore, to Frances and Simon Marlow’s team for being the outright 
winner and to Melanie and Stuart  Lillie’s team for coming second. Th e 
Wooden Spoon, which we had to decide by a tie-break,  which some 
would say is the greatest honour of all , went to Anne Young and friends. 
Well done to you all.

As always, evenings such as this would never happen without team-
work. In this instance very many and special thanks go to Richard Floyd, 
Vic Allen,  Marianne and David Osmond, Wendy and Ray Kitchener, 
Viv Hughes and Geoff  Burrows. Finally, of course, a huge thank you 
to all of you who acted as hosts and to all of you who participated. Th e 
result? £455 nett towards new curtains in the Village Hall and a fun 
evening all round. Th ank you all.
Heather and Michael Baim.  
ps Th e answer to the question in the last issue of Village Voice: who said 
“Judge a man by his questions rather than by his answers?”  is  Voltaire.

Curtains for Village Hall?

Simon Marlow’s winning team receives shield from David Osmond

Team LillieTeam LillieTeam Lill  came second. Anne Young’s team won the wooden spoon

Th is Saturday 4th November   Community Oil is holding an  Open 
Morning alongside the WI Coff ee Morning at Hinxworth Village Hall.  
It will be of interest and value to most householders - not just those 
who take heating oil. So it could be well worth popping in between 
10.30 am  and 12.30 pm.

Shared Coffee Morning with Oil.....

St Nicholas Day Lunch
Join us for a hearty lunch to celebrate St Nicholas Day on Sunday 

St Nicholas Day Lunch
Join us for a hearty lunch to celebrate St Nicholas Day on Sunday 

St Nicholas Day Lunch
December 10th in Hinxworth Village Hall at 12.30 pm.

 Tickets £7.50 adults, £3.50 children under 10, available from Janet 
Fair 01462 743137, Annette Forbes 01462 742015 and Biddy Sheldrick 
01462 743247.

...and then....fi reworks
Ashwell School PTA presents their amazing fi reworks display in 

aid of school funds on Hinxworth Recreation Ground at 6.30 pm on  
Saturday November 4th, gate open at 5.30 pm. £15 per family, £5 adult, 
£3 child. Hot mulled wine, and Crump’s hot dogs, sparklers and twirly 
light things on sale. Please park considerately. Th ank you.



Grapevine by Mark Jarman

Hinxworth & Edworth WI

The end of August saw the 
arrival of a pair of young Hobby 
birds in Caldecote witnessed by 
Bill & Jill Oyston of Caldecote 
and confi rmed by Mark Bowen 
and John Craig of Newnham. Th e 
photograph on the right was taken 
by John

 Th e Eurasian Hobby, Falco subbuteo, or just simply Hobby, is a 
medium-sized falcon that breeds across Europe and Asia. It is a long-
distance migrant, wintering in Africa and is a bird of open country such 
as farmland, taiga and savannah. 

aerobatic skills menace smaller birds
It is an elegant bird of prey, appearing sickle-like in fl ight with its long 
pointed wings and square tail. It will take large insects, such as dragon-
fl ies, which are transferred from talons to beak and eaten in fl ight. It also 
captures small birds in fl ight. Its speed and aerobatic skills enable it to 
take swallows and even swifts on the wing, and Barn Swallows or House 
Martins have a characteristic “hobby” alarm call. 

Adults are slate-grey above, and streaked below, with a white throat. 
Close views enable the red “trousers” and vent to be seen. Sexes look 
similar, but juveniles are generally much browner. Hobbies nest in old 
nests of crows and other birds, laying 2-4 eggs. 

A range of board games was also once going to be named “Hobby”, 
but the inventor was refused permission. Th is resulted in the inventor 
fi nding the Eurasian hobby and using its name. And thus, the board 
game was named Subbuteo. 

Th ese birds are fairly rare and it was a pleasure to witness their aerial 
activities during their brief stay in Caldecote 
Phil Gilbert
  

At the October meeting President Maggie Bedford  welcomed mem-
bers to the beautifully refurbished Village Hall. A new W.I seat will be 
placed outside the hall, this is being organised.

 On Saturday 4th November at 10am a coff ee morning and Christmas 
goodies sale will take place in the hall. A chance to start your Christmas 
shopping early.

off the tourist track
Maggie then introduced our speaker, County Chairman Dirinda Diggins 
who spoke on  ‘Cruising the African Coast away from the tourist track’. 
Dirinda’s adventure started when she inherited some money and as her 
husband disliked fl ying a cruise was booked. After a few problems they 
set sail only to encounter rough seas and the desire to be anywhere but 
on a ship. Next morning the sea was like a mill pond and equilibrium 
restored they looked forward to their journey. Visiting Cape Town and 
Robben Island they were able to see the room where Nelson Mandela was 
imprisoned for so many years. Every port they visited had its entertaining 
salesmen and although the people were very poor they were happy. An 
interesting talk with slides showing a beautiful coastline with fascinating 
people, wildlife and history.
Next month’s meeting is the AGM on November 9th in the Village 

Hall, the speaker is Mary Jennings driving Instructor.
Jean M Brown

So the clocks have changed and the 
shops are brimming with Halloween out-
fi ts. Th e scorching heat of the summer is 
suddenly a distant memory. Th e barbecue 
is back in the shed for another year and 
the partially defl ated paddling pool has 
been blown into a soggy corner of the gar-
den. Th e nights are drawing in and winter 
is on its way. Th e countryside is suddenly 
every shade of burnished copper; misty 
mornings carry the scent of damp earth 
and the smoky aroma of the fi rst log fi res 
of the winter is in the air.

Hobbies visit Caldecote

Wanted - Raffl e Prizes
As you know, Saturday November 18th sees our Village Hall hosting its 
fi rst major event since the refurbishment – Th e Village Supper. If you 
have any raffl  e prizes you would be willing to donate it would be greatly 
appreciated. Please just call Heather or Michael Baim on 01767 315094 
and we would be more than happy to collect from you! Th anks.

Forgive my poetic ramblings - these are exciting times, for it’s at this 
time of year that thoughts turn to….SHIRAZ! Cast aside those light, 
gluggable wines that were so appealing in the summer - it’s time to wel-
come big hearty reds back to the table and for me, there is no other grape 
variety that optimises autumn drinking better than Shiraz.

grape with a  classy history
First a bit of history, Like most classic grape varieties, Shiraz has it’s ori-
gins in France- in the Rhone valley to be more precise. Here it is called 
Syrah and is one of the 13 varieties that can be used to make one of the 
Rhone’s most famous wines, Chateauneuf-du-Pape. It’s also used to make 
the great wines of the northern Rhone such as Hermitage, St Joseph and 
Cote Rotie – wines that tend to be fairly pricey. 

But in the past couple of decades the Australians have really made 
the variety their own. Th ey renamed it Shiraz and created a household 
phenomenon.  It’s often made as a single varietal, which means “on its 
own” but is sometimes blended with Cabernet Sauvignon which helps 
to tame its opulent character. It’s in the Barossa valley that some of the 
most full-bodied Shiraz’s are made. Th is is a stunningly beautiful region 
near Adelaide in South Australia fi rst settled by German immigrants in 
the 19th century, and this is often refl ected in the name of the producers 
such as Wolf Blass and Peter Lehmann. 

rich, gutsy blockbusters
Th e wines are characterised by big concentrated blackberry fl avours with 
spicy overtones and often a whiff  of black pepper. Rich, gutsy, block-
busters that go so well with warming casseroles and the scent of bonfi re 
night. Check out Wolf Blass Red Label Shiraz - £4.99 in Sainsburys, or 
for a real treat try the immensely concentrated Tim Adams Shiraz from 
neighbouring Clare Valley – well worth every penny of its £9.99 price 
tag (Tesco).  So grab a large glass of Shiraz and make a toast to those 
long winter nights ahead- perhaps not so depressing after all! Next month 
– what should we drink with the Turkey?      

I am looking for someone to help out in my wine business for a few 
hours a month. Please call me on 01462 743453.

Babs and Chris celebrate silver wedding

Congratulations to Babs and Chris Knight of Christys Yard, Hinxworth on their 25th Congratulations to Babs and Chris Knight of Christys Yard, Hinxworth on their 25th C
wedding anniversary on October 3rd.



If you own a Toyota, Nissan or 
BMW car chances are it may well 
contain parts that were manufactured 
using tools supplied from Baldock; 
by Floyd Automatic Tooling Ltd, the 
company started by Edworth resident 
Richard Floyd. 

Richard’s company acts as agents 
for precision tool and component 
manufacturers around Europe, meet-
ing the requirements of various indus-
tries and also the medical profession.

Alternative Christmas Cards
Last year the Alternative Christmas Card Scheme in Hinxworth and 

Edworth raised £570 for the two charities we supported.  Moreover, they 
would have been able to reclaim another £115 in tax rebates, since many 
of you were kind enough to make Gift Aid declarations.  

Letchworth Hospice and Leprosy
Th is year, as our local charity, I suggest we once again support the Letch-
worth Hospice, since it continues to rely on voluntary contributions.  Th e 
Leprosy Mission has been suggested as our Th ird World charity, since 
this disease is still a major health problem in developing countries and 
we know that a very high proportion of the money the charity receives 
actually goes into caring for those affl  icted with leprosy, rather than into 
administration.

how the scheme works
Th e idea is that those taking part in the scheme support either (or both) 
of these charities by donating the money that they would otherwise have 
spent on buying and sending Christmas cards to their friends in Hinx-
worth and Edworth.  As last year, a fl yer with our Christmas greetings 
above the names of all the participants will then be delivered to every 
house in these villages just before Christmas.

If you are interested in repeating the scheme or joining for the fi rst 
time, I suggest you put your contribution in an envelope and drop it in 
to me at “Cammocks”, Chapel Street, Hinxworth.  Either write a cheque 
made out to “Th e Leprosy Mission” or “Garden House Hospice”.  You 
may, of course, wish to divide the money between both.  If your con-
tribution is in the form of cash, remember to write your name on the 
envelope and which cause you would like to support.  Better still, if you 
are a UK taxpayer and would like to make your contribution through 
Gift Aid do let me know, as it is then worth another 28% to the charity 
concerned.  
Janet Fair

Soup Lunch
Th e next soup lunch will be held 
in Hinxworth Village Hall on 
Friday November 10th from 12.30 
pm until 2pm. Should you need 
reminding of the superb value on 
off er, £2 will buy you a choice of 
up to four delicious soups with roll 
and butter, followed by an amazing 
dessert with or without cream or 
ice cream, rounded off  with a cup 
of tea and coff ee.

Village Walk
Why not join us for a gentle walk 
through the countryside on Friday 
November 24th. Weather permit-
ting we will meet at Th e Th ree 
Horseshoes, Hinxworth at 10.30 
am and fi nish off  with lunch at a 
country pub. Recent research sug-
gests that regular walking is one of 
the best ways to take exercise and 
keep fi t, especially during the chilly 
winter months.

Great grape harvest
What a year it has been for 

growing grapes. Th e birds in our 
garden would agree. We came back 
from a trip to fi nd that birds had 
eaten all the grapes from one of 
our greenhouse vines. Neighbours 
and friends have added their grapes 
to ours and some seven gallons of 
Cotes d’Hinxworth are ferment-
ing out. Will I risk asking wine 
expert Mark Jarman to taste and 
comment on the 2006 vintage? 
Time will tell. I may need to take 
a glass or two to steady the nerve 
before taking such a rash step. 
Meanwhile, thanks for the grapes 
and for Alan Murray’s picture.

Edworth‛s Engineer
If you own a Toyota, Nissan or 
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Richard started life in Barking in Essex and precision engineering 
has always been part of his life. His father, Bill, was director of a North 
London company in the business and Richard was happy to follow in 
his footsteps. So after fi nishing school he went on to study mechanical 
engineering at Redbridge College. Between his HNC and HND he 
went to Switzerland for 18 months to get practical experience in a Swiss 
precision engineering company called Mikron. It was there that he met 
his future wifes Chantal’s parents. Richard returned to UK to resume his 
studies and when Chantal subsequently arrived in 1975 to take up a post 
as an au-pair they met up and the rest, as they say, is history.

the move to Edworth
Having fi nished his studies Richard started working for another North 
London company which subsequently moved to Stevenage. Th is meant 
both he and Chantal, who had also joined the company, were commut-
ing. Leon Adams, a director of the company, suggested they might take 
over Th e Ridgeway in Edworth where he lived, as it was too small for 
his requirements So the Floyds moved to Edworth  in 1977 and have 
lived in the house ever since.

a new company is born
At the end of 1989 Richard was given the opportunity to take over the 
tooling division of Mr. Adams’ company and so Floyd Automatic Tooling 
was born. It has been based, since its creation at the Bondor Business 
Centre in Baldock.

growth despite gloom
Despite the gloom spread by the media about engineering in this country, 
Richard’s business has continued to fl ourish and he is seeing a growing 
export business particularly to India and China and will shortly be attend-
ing a trade fair in Dublin. Sales via the Internet are also expanding.

where are the young engineers?
Richard says, “Europe can still compete at the high-tech, low volume 
end of the market; despite competition from the emerging economies. 
However, it is sad there are not more young people in the UK taking 
up training in the engineering fi eld. Companies are often turning to 
immigrant workers to fi ll the skills gap.”  Are there any budding engineers 
out there? - Editor.

parish clerk helps fi nd £15,000
In any spare time he has left, Richard acts as the clerk to the Edworth 
Parish Meeting and was instrumental in persuading the Mid –Bedford-
shire Council to contribute £15,000 to the Village Hall refurbishment 
fund.
Ed Thorn

Village Voice is constantly on the lookout for subjects for our local 
profi les and personalities series. So if you know of someone living in our 
readership area of Caldecote, Edworth, Hinxworth and Newnham who  
could feature in our columns do please ring Ed Th orn on 01462  742858 
or Patrick Forbes on 01462 742015. We are also keen to publicise village 
enterprises and businesses in the hope that such publicity will be of help 
to them and to our local economy. We won’t let on that you told us!



A Feast of Music
We have been sent details of  four concerts over the next two months, 

one of which should delight readers of Village Voice. In date order, thet 
are: a concert by the North Herts Guild of Singers in St Mary’s Church 
Hitchin on Saturday November 11th;  a concert by the superb Lyra 
Quartet in Weston Church on Saturday December 2nd; an ‘entertain-
ment with a diff erence’ with Jennie Linden and Simon Marlow at Little 
Benslow Hills on Sunday December 3rd and a Christmas concert by Th e 
Amici Singers in Dunton Parish Church on Saturday December 9th. 
Village Voice hazards a guess that going to any one of these events will 
lift your spirits. What an amazing cosntellation of musical talent there 
is in our area!

North Herts Guild of Singers
Th e Guild presents a programme of English Music including Britten’s 

‘Cantata Misericordium’, Taverner’s ‘Song for Athene’, Handel’s ‘Nisi 
Dominus’ and Parry’s great anthem ‘I was Glad’ with Bridget Hardy, 
Nicholas Hurndall Smith and Matthew G Brock and the English Sinfonia 
conducted by Dr Jonathan Williams in St Mary’s Church, Hitchin on 
Saturday November 11th at 7.30 pm. Tickets, adults £12, senior citi-
zens and students £10, children £5, available from David’s Music Shop, 
Eastcheap, Letchworth, or NHGS Ticket Manager on 01462 742832, 
or at the door on the night.

The Lyra String Quartet
Th e Lyra String Quartet combines the talents of four musicians with a 

wealth of experience and has given some very exciting performances over 
the last year. Th ey have performed in St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth, 
to  considerable acclaim. Each of them soloists, chamber musicians 
and principals in many of the London Orchestras including the Royal 
Philharmonic, Britten Sinfonia, City of London Sinfonia and Glynde-
bourne Opera, they have travelled all over the world and made many 
broadcasts and recordings.Th eir concert in Holy Trinity Church,Weston, 
on December  2nd at 7.30 pm will include music by Mozart, Schubert, 
Purcell, Haydn and Hindemith. Not to be missed! Lyra String Quartet:
Violins: Mia Cooper, Jane Carwardine ,Viola: Clare Finnimore; Cello: 
Jane Fenton. Tickets £10, students and children £6 available from Mrs 
Felicity Lowe on 01462 790573 or from the village shop. 

aTune to aMuse
Jennie Linden and Simon Marlow present an entertainment with a 
diff erence from the light hearted to the heart-enlightening at the Peter 
Morrison Hall, Little Benslow Hills, Hitchin (near Pinehill Hospital), 
on Sunday December 3rd at 7.30 pm. Tickets £14, to include mince 
pies and mulled wine in the interval, available from Simon Marlow on 
01462 742268, from Jennie Linden on 01438 832381 or at the door 
Th is concert is in aid of a number of charities including the Rainbow 
Trust; World Wildlife Fund, Mother Th eresa Educational and Charitable 
Society and Th e Wildlife Conservation Society, India.

THE AMICI SINGERS
Th e Amici Singers, conducted by Douglas Coombes, present a Christmas 
Concert in Dunton Parish Church on Saturday December 9th at 7.30 
pm. Th e programme includes the fi rst performance of “Now is the Time 
of  Christémas” a suite of fi ve carols by Douglas Coombes. Tickets £6, 
£4 concessions, available from 01767 681883 and 01767 313642, and 
at the door. See www.amicisingers.co.uk for further details.

St Nicholas Day
Join us as we celebrate our patronal festival in St Nicholas Church, 
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St Nicholas Day
Hinxworth on Sunday December 10th at 9.15 am, and at a celebration 
lunch in Hinxworth Village Hall at 12.30 pm. Details about tickets for 
the lunch are to be found on the front page of this Village Voice. 

“Th is project has changed our lives.  We have work and so can make 
a better life for our families and children.”

Jill Heyes is a remarkable wom-
an. I met her in Hout Bay, South 
of Cape Town two years ago. A 
teacher, she moved from England 
to South Africa when her husband’s 
job took him there. A lady working 
next door asked Jill if she had any 
work for her. Jill didn’t, but she hit 
on the idea of forming an art group 
for women from Imizamo Yethu 
squatter camp. In no time at all 
the women were producing unsale-
able work. A friend Jill had helped 
twenty years earlier came to stay. 

Teabags save lives

Over tea the two women wondered what they could do. Suddenly the idea 
came to them, why not produce artwork from used teabags?  It sounded 
crazy, but it has worked beyond Jill’s wildest hopes and dreams.

When I met Jill there were thirteen Africans involved in the project, 
producing the most beautiful objects, coasters, teapot stands, bags, sta-
tionery, all from used, emptied teabags. Th e teabags are ironed and then 
the women paint vibrant traditional African designs on them using glass 
paints. A new business was formed and used teabags are sent to Jill from 
all over the world, and fi nished art work is available via the internet. 
“Two of the ladies have moved from shacks into nice brick built three 
bedroomed bungalows. My passion has been to create jobs,” Jill told 
me. Some fi fty Africans depend on the project to provide a livelihood 
and food on the table.

track down tea bag art
So if you are stuck for a novel idea for a unique Christmas or birthday 
present, why not track down original tea bag designs? You can fi nd them 
on the web at www.tbagdesigns.co.za or www.originaltbagdesigns.com  
Patrick Forbes

turning a teabag into art

Katie joins the Voice
16 year old Katie Scales is spend-

ing time working on Village Voice as 
part of her Duke of Edinburgh Gold 
Award Scheme. “Village Voice will be 
part of the service section ‘helping out 
in the community’,” she said. “Th ere 
are other sections like skill, sports and 
a fi nal 50 mile walking and camping 
expedition, usually taken in Snow-
donia.” Katie has proof-read two  edi-
tions of Village Voice, and is getting to 
know the Adobe In-Design software 
used to prepare the publication.

“I’m sure I’ll learn a lot from the 
experience working with Patrick and Ed and looking at how a village 
newspaper is put together. I hope to be a voice for all the younger people 
in the village and  write about their concerns. Th ere’s talk of my own 
column once a month - watch this space!”

Katie examines the layout

It’s a busy time of year at Farrowby Farm, the turkeys are all growing 
well. Christmas goodies are now in the shop and with a selection of fi ne 
English Cheeses now available, its a good time to pop in and place your 
order for that all important meal of the year or to simply enjoy a nice 
cup of tea whilst watching the various fowl roaming free. Opening hours 
are 10-4, closed all day Wednesday.

It‛s Turkey time at Farrowby Farm
It’s a busy time of year at Farrowby Farm, the turkeys are all growing 
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Hinxworth Parish Council Alice‛s adventure

One of the elements of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold award is to go 
somewhere that you have never been before, with people that you don’t 
know, to learn something new. I had great diffi  culty deciding what to do 
but in the end I found a cookery course in Somerset, which I thought 
would be really useful before going off  to university.

I stayed in a house with six other people of similar ages and we cooked 
two three-course meals every day for a week. By cooking and, of course, 
eating so much we all learnt loads and are now much safer to be let loose 
in the kitchen. During the course of the week we tried many diff erent 
techniques and recipes, but here is one of my favourites;

Bobotie: A South African dish of beef baked with a savoury egg 
topping - it would be even more authentic if Crumps of Ashwell sold 
Th ompson’s Gazelle!

1 lb savoury  mince, cooked with onion and tinned tomatoes
Add: 2 tsp curry powder and 1 tsp tumeric,1 tsp apricot jam and 1 

Tblsp mango chutney, 1 Tblsp lemon juice, 1 oz raisins, ¼ pint of milk, 
1 slice of bread, 1 egg for topping, fl aked almonds to sprinkle

Break up the bread and soak in 2 tablespoons of the milk. Mix the 
soggy bread with the meat and all the other ingredients. Put in the base 
of a shallow ovenproof dish. Flatten the top. Beat the egg into the rest 
of the milk. Pour this egg and milk mixture over the top of the meat 
mix and sprinkle with almonds and bake in the oven until the topping 
is light brown and set. 
Alice Lillie

Alice Lillie in the kitchen in Homefi eld

Minutes of the meeting held on October 5th in the Village Hall. 
Minutes of the last meeting. Th e minutes,  circulated to all Councillors, 
were accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

  Matters arising from the minutes: St Nicholas P.C.C.:  Simon 
Marlow reported that the sign for the Church was now placed on the 
footpath signpost at the junction with New Inn Road.

Street Lighting: Simon Marlow reported that there is an initiative to 
turn off  street lights at midnight as a money and energy saving scheme. 
Andrew Young has notifi ed Simon that Hertfordshire County Council 
is to run pilot schemes for this in various parts of the county. Th e Parish 
Council are in favour of Hinxworth being included in the scheme. Th e 
Lighting Offi  cer for NHDC is also reportedly advocating the installing 
of lower energy bulbs to help reduce costs.

Chairman’s Report: Th e Chairman reported how pleased he was to see 
so many people at the opening of the Village Hall on September 23rd. Th e 
fi nal payment (less the 2.5% retention) is now due to Conamar.  Geoff  
Burrows outlined the few items remaining to be clarifi ed. Th e Chairman 
asked Geoff  if he would kindly obtain a satisfactory outcome to these 
on behalf of the Parish Council. All of the other additional costs have 
been agreed with the Architects and the Builders.Th e Parish Councillors 
agreed the car park requires a new surface. Th ey hope to have a solution 
to this by the next Council meeting.

Th e Chairman thought it worth  clarifying the responsibility for the 
village hall. Th e Parish Council owns the Village Hall on behalf of the 
people of Hinxworth and Edworth. Although the  Council has overall 
responsibility for the Village Hall, it has delegated the day to day running 
of the Hall to the Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC). Th e 
minutes of all the VHMC meetings together with quarterly reports on 
the fi nancial position of the Hall must be given to the Parish Council, 
to facilitate the smooth running of the Hall and to maintain good com-
munications between the two bodies.

Th e  Council are extremely disappointed and upset with the minutes 
of the VHMC of 6th September, which  inferred the Parish Council had 
not consulted with them in regard to the internal decoration. Harry 
King had reported to the Chairman he consulted with the Chairman of 
the VHMC prior to the 6th September meeting and they were both in 
agreement over the internal decorations.  Th e VHMC is in the process 
of obtaining quotes for the purchase by them of the curtains and blinds 
for the Hall. Th e Parish Council hopes they will be able to provide a 
contribution towards the cost.  Th e Chairman asked the Clerk to write 
on his behalf thanking all those bodies and individuals who provided 
funds for the refurbishment. 

Planning: Jack’s House New Inn Road:  Th e Parish Council has 
received a copy of the planning application for Jack’s House. Th e Parish 
Councillors have no objection to this plan, with the proviso that the bricks 
to be used are to be the same colour as the dwelling to be demolished.

Land to the Rear of the Cottages off   High Street: Th e Parish Council 
has received a copy of the planning application for the outline planning 
permission for the erection of a detached dwelling. Th e Parish Council 
has no objection to this plan, but it is conditional that there be no access 
past the new dwelling from the front, nor from the rear (north end) that 
could facilitate a further development on the land.

Back Land Development: Th e Parish Council requires to know the 
District Council Planning policy on ‘back land’ development. Is ‘back 
land’ development acceptable within the Village? Wendy Kitchener to
speak to the N.H.D.C. Planning Department. 

Recreation Ground: Recreation Ground: R Th e Tennis Court: Th e persons entitled to use 
the tennis court during the 2006 season  are as noted last month. An-
thony Smyth sprayed the court with weed killer in early September and 
will check for any further weed growth.Th e Woodland Area:- Th e Parish 
Councillors agreed the litter in the woodland area adjacent to the recrea-
tion ground was causing concern. Simon Marlow is to investigate.

Highways: Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: Do not forget, please, it is 
necessary for all road users to contact the Hertfordshire Highways Fault 
Line – 01438-737320. Please when ringing ask for a log number of the 
call.  Cliff  Barnaby of Hertfordshire Highways is now responsible for the 
items discussed at the meeting on 24th  August.  Th e Parish Council has 
been advised that a number of these items have been rectifi ed and the 
remainder will be completed by the end of October.  Additional items 
requiring action by Hertfordshire Highways are the overgrown hedges in 
New Inn Road and the verge in Chapel Street along side ‘Cammocks’. 
Wendy Kitchener is  to speak to Cliff  Barnaby.

Any Other Business: Telephones: Simon Marlow is concerned that
residents in Arnolds Lane and possibly in Chapel Street are experiencing 
intermittent severing with their connection to B.T. Th is may be due to 
outdated equipment  in the B.T. junction box at the end of Chapel Street. 
Wendy Kitchener is to contact B.T. to ask them to investigate.

Date of the next meeting: Th ursday 2nd November 2006. 8pm in 
Th e Village Hall. Th e meeting closed at 9.15 pm.                    
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council 

continued from columns 1 & 2.
Highways:

continued from columns 1 & 2.
Highways: Pot Holes/Condition of Roads:

continued from columns 1 & 2.
Pot Holes/Condition of Roads:

continued in columns 3 & 4



Sunday 5th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 12th 9.45 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 19th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 26th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
             9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Church Services
On the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: patrickforbes@waitrose.com

Our Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Offi  cer is Vee Halimana on 01462 
425010, email novuyo.halimana@herts.pnn.police.uk. Our Secretary and 
Community Safety Coordinator is Angela Clark on 01462 425033. Our 
Crime Prevention Offi  cer is Mark Montgomery on  01462 425043 My 
phone number is 01462 425224 for mid to long term problems. Ring 
0845 33 00 222 if you have suff ered a crime or need Police within a 
couple of hours, 999 for immediate response if you have just suff ered a 
crime and for Hare Coursing. 
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk.
tracy.kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

contact us

copy date
Please send all copy and pictures to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinx-
worth SG7 5HL by November  20th for the December edition. Better yet, 
please email any material to patrickforbes@waitrose.com  

Tracy Kennedy has joined our team and is the PCSO for Ashwell, 
Hinxworth, Newnham, Caldecote, Clothall and Weston. She has worked 
for Herts Police for about three years and before taking up her new post 
she worked in our contact centre. No doubt you will see her about so 
please feel free to talk to her about any concerns that you may have. I 
will try to introduce her at the next Parish council meetings for the areas 
for which she is responsible.

Chris Brabrook is the PCSO for Barkway, Barley, Reed, Nuthamp-
stead, Newsells, Kelshall & Th erfi eld, Sandon, Wallington & Rushden

satellite navigation equipment
With satellite navigation equipment becoming more popular with motor-
ists, it is also becoming more popular with criminals.
Where it’s portable keep it safe by taking it, together with the support 
cradle and suction pads, with you when you leave the car. And remember 
to wipe away any suction pad marks left on the windscreen or dashboard, 
as thieves will look out for these.

how to defeat the thieves
Don’t leave the equipment in the glove compartment – thieves will usually 
check there fi rst. You can also help by following these tips:
• Mark your satellite navigation equipment system with your postcode 
and house number or your vehicle registration number or another unique 
number, using special security markers.
• Making a note of the make, model and serial number of the equip-
ment and keeping the note somewhere safe – not in the car. Consider 
recording this information.

join neighbourhood watch
We are still looking for more people to join our neighbourhood watch; 
the more eyes and ears that we have looking and listening the better. 
A lot of crime is solved via our links with members of the public and I 
fi rmly believe that there is no such thing as bad information. So if you 
want to sign up help reduce crime in your area please call your PCSO 
and we will include your name on out database.

larger newsletter available
I do publish a larger newsletter sent via e-mail if you would like to receive 
this please e-mail me with your name address and phone numbers and 

mobile police station
Th e Mobile Police Station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Offi  ce 

on Th ursdays November 9th and 23rd from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

Our Coff ee Morning for “MacMillan Cancer Support Th e World’s 
Biggest Coff ee Morning” took place on Friday, 29 September and Hinx-
worth villagers did their bit to support this very worthwhile cause. We 
drank gallons of tea and coff ee, ate delicious cakes and pastries and in 
the process raised over £100!  

a big thank you
I would  like to say a big thank you to everyone that contributed so gener-
ously by making donations, baking cakes and providing raffl  e prizes.  A 
particular thank you to Babs Knight and Jean Wilkinson who worked 
so hard to make the event a success.
Michele Jarman

Coffee morning makes over £100

Table Tennis,anyoneanyonea ?
Following the generous donation 
of a lovely table tennis table, we 
now aim to hire out the side room 
at our village hall for periods of 
an hour at a time at the bargain 
price of £5 phone Sylvia Scales 
742505 or call at 12 Francis Road 

Ashwell at Christmas December 8th
When Ashwell at Christmas was fi rst proposed some years ago, 

we thought that villagers would welcome an opportunity to buy their 
Christmas gifts here in Ashwell rather than in the surrounding towns. 
Over the years things have changed and this year we are asking you to 
donate any unwanted gifts from the past to this year’s appeal which is 
for St Mary’s Church Restoration Fund.

We also ask you to support our local shops and crafts people, some 
twelve of whom will have stalls and exhibits in the church on the day. 
Th ere will also be the usual attractions, a big gift stall, mulled wine, 
tombola, a cake stall and a bran tub, with traditional carols sung by the 
church choir.

We look forward to welcoming you and your friends to Ashwell at 
Christmas in the Parish Church from 9.30 am until 12 noon. Please 
spend your money in the village! Donations  please to Glynis Travis on 
01462 743050 or Allan Budgen on 01462 742164.

Remembrance 
Please note that Hinxworth’s Re-
membrance Sunday service will 
begin at 9.45 am in St Nicholas 
Church, in order to give time to 
move to the War Memorial for the 
wreath laying and Two Minutes’ 
Silence at 11 am.

Hinxworth baby and toddler group
Th e recent arrival of Jonah Tidmarsh has made me think about how 

many little ones we now have in Hinxworth. Would anyone be inter-
ested in getting involved in a  baby/ toddler group for the village?.  We 
could meet in the village hall for an hour or so with toys and plenty of 
space for the little ones and coff ee, cake and chat for the parents, carers 
or grandparents.  We’d need to work together to make it a success but it 
could be a lot of fun and provide a great support for parents. 

We could also set up a baby sitting circle to give ourselves a well- 
earned break!

Michele Jarman

Please get in touch if you’d be interested; 01462 743453 or  e-mail 
me: michelejarman@tiscali.co.uk

Tracy joins the team


