
Sunday 1st 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 8th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 15th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 22nd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
             9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday 29th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Church Services
On the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: patrickforbes@waitrose.com

  Our Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer is Vee Halimana on 01462 
425010, email novuyo.halimana@herts.pnn.police.uk. Our Secretary and 
Community Safety Coordinator is Angela Clark on 01462 425033. Our 
Crime Prevention Officer is Mark Montgomery on  01462 425043 My 
phone number is 01462 425224 for mid to long term problems. Ring 
0845 33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a 
couple of hours, 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a 
crime and for Hare Coursing. 
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk. 
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk

contact us

copy date
Please send all copy and pictures to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinx-
worth SG7 5HL by October  20th for the November edition. Better yet, 
please email any material to patrickforbes@waitrose.com  

mobile police station
 The Mobile Police Station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays October 12th and 26th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

Soup Lunch
Join us for an excellent value 
soup lunch in the refurbished 
Hinxworth Village Hall on Friday 
October 13th from 12.30 pm until 
2 pm. All welcome.

Village Walk
Our next village walk will start 
from The Three Horseshoes, Hinx-
worth at 10.30 am on Friday Oc-
tober 27th, weather permitting.

Experience wanted...
I  have just started my final year of 
a degree in Computing and Law. 
I would like practical experience 
within an IT department.  I’m 
not asking for a job, but for the 
opportunity to learn and be useful 
within an IT environment and I 
don’t even expect to be paid for it.  
I can presently work weekends and 
one, or maybe more days during 
the week.  I have a car, so I can 
travel.  I can also provide a CV on 
request.  Thank you

....and historians
Historians needed to answer ques-
tions from the village website.  I 
have had a few questions recently 
about family history and village 
history through e-mail.  If you feel 
you could help answer the occa-
sional question, please contact me 
and I shall pass questions on as and 
when I get them.  Thank you, 
Victoria Scales
www.hinxworth.com
01462-742505

On the 16th August Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire 
Police conducted a major operation in the North Herts Area, this was 
targeted against cross border criminals moving around the counties. We 
positioned  automatic number-plate readers on three of the main roads 
that enter our area. All ANPR  devices can read now read both car-
riageways (front and rear). We checked 15,000 registration numbers, of 
which 200 vehicles were of interest to us. All were stopped and all their 
occupants were dealt with.

going after the naughty people
We will be conducting more of these operations and I would like to stress 
that we are only after the ‘Naughty people’, as my grandmother would 
have said, ‘the sort of people that sleep in their vests’.

If you don’t break into to people’s houses, steal, assault members of 
the public and drive without documents etc., we will not be interested 
in you. So please do not think we are after you. We do intend to increase 
these checks to at least one or two per month.

help us to catch the villains
We do need more information to put in to our ANPR so if you see strange 
cars or vans etc where you believe the occupants are up to no good please 
call us with registration numbers.

strengthen your security
I have secured £3,000 funding for 100 lock shrouds that are now available. 
Please contact Chris Brabrook  if you would like one. These are a shroud 
that covers a padlock to a barn or large shed and are made out of 6mm 
plate steel. They prevent the padlock being cropped. So far the crooks 
have not managed to find how to get past them. They normally cost £40 
each but the manufacturer will give discounts for bulk orders.

 
For Sale

   Garden Shed/Summer House 
Garden Shed 10ft x 12ft.  The shed 
is split in two, one side for storage 
and the other I use as a potting 
shed.  One of the windows needs 
replacing.  It is a very sturdy shed, 
but it is too big for what we need.  
We will help dismantle, but it will 
have to be collected.  £50 ono. 
Please call Sharon Dawson on 
01462 743092.

 For Sale... 
Kneeling chair. Supports back and 
encourages good posture. £150 
new will accept £30. Computer 
desk. Compact way of installing 
computer, on wheels for easy trans-
port. £25 o.n.o. Fridge. Hotpoint 
slimline  larder type. Good condi-
tion. £30. Televisions. Various sizes 
are available.

...and wanted
Lady’s bike.  Reasonable runner. 
Please contact Claire Hay on 
01462 742477

Village Supper 2006
Saturday November 18th 7.30 for 8pm

A very special silver service dinner to celebrate our beautiful new 
hall in style. Tickets £20 each, and limited to 100, available from Sylvia 
Scales as soon as you read this. Vegetarian option available, please specify. 
Money with reservations please, cheques made payable to: Hinxworth 
and Edworth Village Hall Management Committee.  Please remember 
this is an event for Hinxworth and Edworth residents first but if we 
don’t sell all the tickets then they’re up for grabs. Phone 01462 742505 
or call at 12 Francis Road, Hinxworth.

Coffee Morning and Christmas Goodies Sale.
Saturday 4th Nov. 10am. - 12.30. Hinxworth Village Hall. Hinxworth & 
Edworth W.I. invite you to enjoy a cup of coffee and the first mince pie 
of the season. Also available: handmade jams; preserves; cakes; puddings; 
fancy goods and Christmas craft items. Come early to avoid disappoint-
ment! Donations of  the above items for sale will be welcome. Contact 
Viv Hughes 743227. All proceeds to Hinxworth & Edworth W.I.

Thank you to everyone who completed a “Best Post Office” voting 
slip. The forms have now been submitted to the competition and the 
winners will be announced this month. Rob and I and the girls in the 
shop appreciate your custom and we very much enjoy being of service 
to you all. 
Maureen Coston

Ashwell Post Office poll thanks

Ashwell Book Sale 
     Church Room, Swan St, Oct 7th, 8th 11 am - 6 pm. Entry £1
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Artist Judy wins cup

Hinxworth’s Judy King has won the Jann Fraser Memorial Cup for 
Art at the Ashwell Horticultural Show held on September 2nd. She was 
joint winner with Janet Coldstream and keeps the cup for six months. 
Her painting, ‘Boats at Ullswater’, won her her first ever cup. “It took 
me completely by surprise,” said Judy.

Have you considered being a host at the Multi-Venue Quiz Evening on 
October 14th?  It’s still not too late. Many homes in the area have agreed  
to take part in this exciting and original fundraising event in aid of our 
newly refurbished Village Hall.
It really is so simple and so much fun. You also have to do very little. 
If you are interested or want more information please call Heather or 
Michael Baim on 01767 315094. 
PS: who said “judge a man by his questions rather than by his answers”?

Who? why? when? how? what?

 Saturday 23rd September 2006 was not only a day of relief but 
a day of joy as the newly refurbished village hall was opened. Martin 
Hoffman, Chairman of the Parish Council, led the ceremony with various 
dignitaries from the councils including Andrew Young who has been a 
great friend to Hinxworth village hall over the years.

 With over 130 people  aged from three months to over 100 
years, the main feeling was one of complete joy and amazement; not only 
at the beautiful building but at the outstanding efforts in making it all 
possible. The bubbly didn’t go down too badly either!

 But of course, as with any project, it hasn’t always been easy. 
The cost was a huge obstacle and threatened the project from the begin-
ning. But, thanks to generous grants and donations and the efforts of 
the community working together, everything seemed to fall into place 
and we have not been disappointed.

 Nelly Clark and Gwen Freeman who were at the opening of 
the first village hall, “a temporary structure”, were delighted at the time, 
and are even more so now. So what did the oldest man in the village, 
Cyril Demarne, think of it all? “It’s amazing, I never dreamt it could be 
as lovely as it is and I’m sure the Hinxworth ladies will make good use 
of it.” 

 There are those who have had their doubts, but no-one can deny 
the excellent work of Geoff Burrows, David Osmond, Martin Hoffman 
and Wendy Kitchener and all those who contributed to making it all 
happen. Geoff in particular expressed his delight at this new facility “for 
children as well as adults as long as they take up the challenge”. The hall, 
although in somewhat dilapidated condition in recent years, has always 
been a place to bring everyone together and the new hall is a mix of 
new facilities and old character. There is still more work to be done but 
everyone can agree that it could not have happened to a better village.
Katie Scales

 I would like to thank all the people who contributed to the ‘Mini Yellow 
Pages’.  This will shortly be on the Hinxworth website.  There are a few 
companies on there and I hope it will be helpful to you.
Sharon Dawson

mini yellow pages thanks

A dream come true

Martin Hoffman addresses the Villagers - picture: Mark Jarman



Grapevine Welcome, Samantha

Samantha Jane Watler was born on August 7th, weighing in at 
5 lb 8 ozs, daughter to Paul Adrian Watler and Nicola Sheldrick, 
seen here being held by her big sister Jodie.

Our beautiful new hall 
is open!

Now our new and beautiful village hall is open, we hope as many 
of you came to see it as possible. If not you missed a treat so come and 
ask for a tour!

We not only have an extended main hall, but a fully openable room 
on the side to provide additional seating or dining or it can be closed off 
if not needed. We have a brand new bar area in the hall separate from 
the kitchen so it’s ideal for all your party needs.

We have fantastic new loos and loads of them – I’m sorry to sound 
so enthusiastic about toilets but if you saw the old ones you’ll know 
what I mean.

an editor undisturbed
For the musicians among you, and I know you are many, we have a 
wonderful new purpose built music practice room, fully soundproofed 
and facing the recreation ground rather than Patrick’s house, so even if 
you have to open the windows he shouldn’t be too disturbed!

not just feet but faces
We also have a large meeting room at the back so for those who have 
committees this would be an ideal smaller room and is available for hire 
at less cost! Or it can be a changing room for the dramatically inclined. 
On that point, did you see the stage? We have eight new proper spotlights 
in the hall facing the stage and four on the stage so now we should be 
able to see the faces on the stage and not just the feet!

Don’t forget we have a fabulously equipped kitchen, so much more 
than the usual village hall - and if ever you are throwing out good glasses, 
crockery and cutlery we’ll have it!

film nights planned
Last, but definitely not least, we are now equipped with all the latest 
gadgetry for audio and visual presentations and hope to institute regular 
film nights soon.  And all this for the bargain price of just £10 an hour 
to residents of Hinxworth and Edworth – so why don’t you organise an 
event and come and use your new facilities soon. We reckon we’ve got 
the best in the area!

Finally the Village Supper is back. See ad on page four for details.
Sylvia Scales

Hinxworth & Edworth WI
The last meeting to be held in Hinxworth Church was very well at-

tended. Wendy Kitchener stood in for Maggie Bedford who is recover-
ing from an operation. We all wish Maggie a speedy recovery. Members 
were reminded about the Autumn Council Meeting on October 26th 
in Harpenden Public Hall and that nominations were needed for the 
2007 Committee.

Wendy then introduced the speaker, writer and journalist Valerie 
Carroll who has written a book about John Gibson and his life from 
Belfast to Buckingham Palace. Starting in the kitchens at Buckingham 
Palace, his ambition was to be a royal footman. The opportunity arose 
to be valet to Sir Winston Churchill and finally a royal footman at Buck-
ingham Palace. It was a fascinating talk with many amusing anecdotes 
from behind the scenes at the Palace.

At our next meeting in Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall on 
October 12th Dirinda Diggins will talk on “Cruising the African Coast 
away from the Tourist Track. 
Jean M Brown

Got an eye for a bargain? Then it’s pretty 
likely you’ll have seen some of the amazing deals 
offered by the big retailers in recent months. 
The mighty supermarkets have amassed a loyal 
congregation of thirsty customers eager for “buy 
one -  get one free” or “half price” deals and 
many an excited wine drinker will have staggered 
home clutching a dozen bottles at £3.49 a piece, 
slashed from a heady £6.99. But beware, not all 
these wines will be worth the starting price.  

The big question is this: If a bottle of wine 

             

                            

sells for £3.49, how much are you actually paying for the wine? Let’s find 
out - time to put down the glass and pick up the calculator!

Once you’ve knocked off the VAT and the retailer’s margin you’re 
down to £2.32. The chancellor then pockets a whopping £1.29 of every 
bottle sold in the UK, regardless of value which brings us crashing down 
to £1.03. You can reckon on about 10p per bottle to ship a wine to the 
UK from most European countries so before any other costs, our wine 
is now worth just 93p.   

just 32p of wine in a bottle!   
With marketing and overheads ringing in at around 27p, our wine is now 
worth just 66p – and it’s not even in the bottle yet! Budget on about 22p 
for glass, front and back labels, cork, capsule and outer case, and about 
7p to run it down the bottling line. Most wine producers will hope to 
agree a margin of between 5 to 10% of the price to the retailer, which 
in our example is around 5p. The sharp mathematicians amongst you 
will by now have worked out that our wine which started life at £6.99 
is worth, yes, just 32p! Pretty scary huh?

don‛t despair - there are bargains
But it’s not all gloom and doom! I’m often asked “why buy a more ex-
pensive wine when there are so many great deals around?” The answer is 
very simple: as most of the costs are fixed, spending £1 more means you 
get £1 more wine for your money. Hence the reason why a £5.99 bottle 
is often so much better than one that costs £4.99. And don’t despair - 
there are still some great bargains to be found in the supermarket aisles 
if you look out for wines promoted from their true market price. Tesco 
are running some great deals in their Wine Festival at the moment. Try 
the mouth watering Villa Maria Sauvignon Blanc, down £2 to £5.98 
and a further 5% off for 6, until 10th October. A great wine …and a 
great deal!
Mark Jarman    

    Mark Jarman looks at value for money

Your late running Village Voice is entirely the fault of the Editor, 
who brazenly went on holiday for two weeks in September, while the 
Assistant Editor went on holiday to Crete. Sorry but it’s true!



Hinxworth Parish Council Laura Smith marries

Laura Smith from Francis Road, Hinxworth, sets off to marry 
Craig Dilley from Biggleswade at Shuttleworth College at Old 
Warden on September 8th.

Minutes of the meeting held on September 7th in St Nicholas Church
 Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes,  circulated to all Council-

lors, were accepted as a  correct  record and signed by the Chairman. 
 Matters arising from the minutes: St Nicholas P.C.C.: Simon Marlow 

has ordered the sign for St Nicholas Church. It is expected to be with 
the Parish Council within the next week.

 Village Hall: Programme for Refurbishment: The fourth site meet-
ing took place on Wednesday 30th August for the certification of the 
fourth stage payment. Work is progressing according to plan and the 
completion date of the first week in September is on target. Conamar 
have provided a list of items requiring variation orders from the Architects 
Eades Hotwani. Geoff Burrows reported he was in discussion with Eades 
Hotwani and Conamar in respect of the variation orders to the contract. 
These included a few additional costs that are under negotiation with 
the builders. Geoff is more than confident these increases will be kept 
to a minimum. Geoff also reported that he and Simon Chadwick, the 
Project Architect, are to assemble and install the stage lighting over the 
weekend 9th and 10th September. The Parish Councillors thanked both 
Geoff and Simon for giving their time yet again to the project ‘ over and 
above the call of duty’.

 Paul Watler has offered to replace the Flag Pole originally put up at 
the Village Hall in memory of his father  Roy. The  reinstatement of the 
pole and the site has yet to be decided in consultation with Paul.  

 The Village Hall is to be opened on September 23rd at 3.00 pm by 
Dr Martin Hoffmann. It is hoped the organisations who supported the 
funding of the Village Hall will be able to attend. These are Andrew 
Young  and Linda Needham, North Herts District Councillors and other 
persons from N.H.D.C. Community Development Team, Mid Beds 
District Councillor Anita Lewis and Sue Barrow, The BIFFA Team, The       
Whitbread Foundation,The Ashwell Show. Also invited are the architects 
Eades Hotwani, Colin Eades and Simon Chadwick, and Conamar the 
Builders, Neil Dower, Alan Wood and Noel Elliot.

 The Knole, New Inn Road: The Parish Council has received a revised 
plan for The Knole. Simon Marlow visited the site and advised the Parish 
Councillors there should be no objection to these plans. Wendy Kitchener 
to notify NHDC Planning Dept. of the Parish Council’s decision.

 Recreation Ground: The Tennis Court: The persons entitled to use 
the tennis court during the 2006 season still remains as follows:- The 
Hulls, Cobb, Eddell, Floyd, Grimmer, Hepburn, Knight, Lillie, Scales 
families. No further families in the Village have subscribed this month. 
Anthony Smyth agreed to see if the Court needs spraying with weed 
killer. Hedges:- The Parish Councillors agreed to ask John Cheney to 
cut the hedge to the left of the Village Hall.

Highways: Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: Do not forget that it is 
necessary for all road users to contact  Hertfordshire Highways Fault 
Line – 01438-737320 to report a fault. Please when ringing ask for a 
log number of the call. Adrian Redrup of Hertfordshire Highways met 
with the Parish Councillors on 24th August to ‘walk the village’.  The 
areas discussed were as follows:The sewer in Chapel Street; The Pot Holes 
throughout the village and the roads leading to the village; the Francis 
Road drains; the weeds in Francis Road; the gully under Ashwell Road 
at Bury End; the continual flooding by the bend near  The Knole and 
Thorns Farm; the gullies in Chapel Street. The action to be taken by 
Hertfordshire Highways to address the above items is to be notified to 
the Parish Council. Wendy Kitchener to speak to Adrian Redrup to see 
what progress has been made.

  Any Other Business:  Street Lighting: Simon Marlow proposed the 
street lights in Hinxworth should be ‘turned off’ at midnight to save on 
cost. Simon Marlow to investigate to see what cost savings could be made.    
New Inn Road:  Anthony Smyth is concerned the hedges in New Inn 
Road from Glebe House to the A1 are becoming increasingly overgrown.     
Wendy Kitchener to address this when speaking to Adrian Redrup.

  
    P.C. Marina and his Team: The Chairman wished it to be put on 

record that  P.C. Marina and his team continue to provide a reassuring 
support to the area. The information received by the Parish Council 
from  P.C. Marina and his monthly report in the Village Voice inform 
Hinxworth residents and the residents in the surrounding villages of 
current criminal activity and the action to take if they see such activity. 
Wendy Kitchener to notify P.C. Marina.  

  Date of the next meeting:  Thursday 5th October 2006. 8pm in 
The Village Hall.                                      
The meeting closed at 9.15pm.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council 

Hinxworth Archers 
top league

In the last Hertfordshire County 
Archery match of the season little Hinx-
worth defeated the mighty Hertford 
Company of Archers to win the Hert-
fordshire County League Championship  
for the first time.

The final Team result was Hinxworth 
2906, Hertford 2826. Hinxworth’s top 

continued in columns 3 & 4

continued from columns 1 & 2

Gaby Floyd takes aim

Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall Management Committee hereby let 
it be known that they have applied to North Herts District Council for a 
Premises Licnce under the Licensing Act 2003. for the Premises known 
as  “The Village Hall”, Francis Road, Hinxworth.
The Hours of Permitted Opening are :  Proposed
Monday  0900…….23.30  0900…….23.30
Tuesday  0900…….23.30  0900…….23.30
Wednesday 0900…….23.30  0900…….23.30
Thursday  0900…….23.30  0900…….23.30
Friday  0900…….23.30  0900…….23.30
Saturday  09.00……23.30  0900…….23.30
Sunday  09.00……23.30  0900…….23.30
The Hall will be closed when not in use. For Regulated Entertainment:
Plays, Films, Live Music, Recorded Music, Dance, Entertainments of 
Social and Cultural Nature. Any person wishing to make representations 
should do so in writing and on the forms available from: North Herts 
District Council, Licensing Authority, Gernon Road, Letchworth 
SG6 3JF. Tel:01462 474832 within 28 days from the date of this 
notice. Dated. 25th September 2006…….Signed.  D Osmond    Chairman 
V.H.M.C.

scorers Ben Rayner and Gaynor Hutchison both achieved personal best 
records of 662 and 592 respectively. Best scores also from Alan Townsend 
571, 17 year old Ashley Pay 559 and Bob Scales 522. What a Team!!

Village Hall opening hours - your chance to have your say


