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Churchwardens‛ Barbecue Cancelled

 Springfields Festival Gardens and shopping
This outing is arranged for Saturday September 16th. Coach will leave 
Ashwell at 9 am. Cost £12. A river taxi can be booked to take you into 
Spalding. Any profit will be given to the Poppy Appeal. To reserve your 
place contact Val Bagnall on 01767 600359.

Pilates Reminder 
Please note that classes will begin on 11 September, as scheduled.  I 
will be in contact with you individually closer to the day to confirm the 
venue. If Hinxworth Village Hall is not ready our temporary home will 
be Newnham Village Hall.  Please contact me on 01462 742920 with 
any questions or concerns. Looking forward to seeing you all soon!
Linda Butler

  

PRESENTS – DUE TO POPULAR REQUEST 

A RETURN PERFORMANCE AT THE
Ashwell Picture Palace

 Ashwell Village Hall at seven thirty prompt on the evening of Sat-
urday, 21st October 2006 – tickets £7.50

Once again we will be showing a ‘U’ Certificate film – a musical 
bingnanza, with frankly a delightfully graceful performance by the 
leading lady and wonderful music by all concerned.The magical jazzical 
moments would require an arm strong enough to remove you from the 
picture palace against your will.  The more astute among our readers will 
have guessed the film’s title, surely!    Tempted?  Tickets will be available 
at Ashwell Post Office from 21st September.

As previously, our programme will include Pathe News, Pearl & Jean 
advertising, lovely usherettes serving soft drinks and ice creams. Entry 
will be by prepaid ticket only.
Christine Scholfield

Alas and alack, this long awaited event provisionally fixed for Sunday 
September 3rd, has been cancelled, we hear. Any number of reasons have 
been adduced for this tragedy. Some thought it might have something 
to do with global warming, others blamed the spectacular increase in 
the number of openings of the Thames Barrier in the last five years. The 
real reason may be less fantastical. We are assured that the idea is not 
dead, but sleeping.

Some time between 9 and 10 on the morning of August 4th, it is 
thought, a dog off the lead, caught sight of and attacked Quackers the 
Duck. Feathers flew, and the duck, in shock and clearly injured sought 
refuge under a bush on the border between Cammocks and Orchard 
Lodge.  Quackers has lived peacefully for years in the Chapel Street area 
of Hinxworth, and presumably hoped to live out its days there. As we 
went to press, we heard that Quackers was making a steady recovery.

caring for wildlife
Please, please could all dog owners and dog walkers keep their dogs 

on the lead until they are well away from houses and gardens in the vil-
lages. Many dogs will naturally pursue cats, ducks, pheasants. They don’t 
know any different. Dog owners do, or should.

Quackers attacked

Villagers may like to know that 
Dean Gude - travelling fishmonger 
calls in the village on Tuesdays 
about 4.00/4.30 pm. The fish is 
fresh and good quality.

Dean is happy to visit houses 
or will sound his hooter when he is 
about.  He can be contacted on -
01472 596354  or on his mobile 
- 07745 547063.

Travelling Fish Voice 5 years young
Village Voice is five years young 
this month. Thank you to all who 
print, distribute it and contribute 
to its columns. Thanks too to those 
who read it and  make suggestions 
about how it can serve these vil-
lages better. I hope these are early 
days in its history and that it will 
improve, with your help.
Patrick Forbes

Hinxworth’s Harvest Festival will be on Sunday October 1st, 9.15 am 
Newnham Harvest Thanksgiving  and tea September 17th 4.30 pm 



Archers get gold
Sunday the 2nd July proved 

to be a memorable day for the 
Hinxworth’s Archers who attended 
the Hertfordshire County Cham-
pionships held at Haslam Field, 
Berkhamsted.

Club Chairman, Bob Scales, 
achieved a once in a lifetime dream 
by winning the coveted Salisbury 
Brooch for the most centrally Katie Scales gets her prize
placed arrow shot at 100 yards. The brooch,  first awarded in 1789 by 
the Marquis of Salisbury, is now kept in a bank vault for most of the 
year, and brought out only for the County Championships.  Bob gets to 
keep a framed photograph of it to mark his achievement. 

Katie Scales scores in first tournament
Bob’s daughter Katie Scales completed a family double by winning a gold 
medal as top junior girl in her division in her very first tournament.

Other Hinxworth gold medallists were; Ashley Pay who retained his 
title of Junior County Boy Champion  and Derek Bridgewater as Gentle-
man Longbow Champion. Hinxworth’s Junior team of Gabriella Floyd, 
Ashley Pay and Matthew Townsend won the Hertfordshire Junior Winter 
League 2005/2006, making it a “Golden Day” for Hinxworth.

top archer included in Herts squad
Hinxworth’s top archer, Joe Privett came fourth overall in the main 
category with a record Bowman score and will be included in the Hert-
fordshire Team Squad. With the Olympics in London in 2012, who 
knows what the future holds!
David Osmond

At a party recently I was asked a question I’ve been asked many times 
since the start of my career: “So what’s your favourite wine then?” It’s a 
question that’s impossible to answer. And it’s the reason I found wine 
such an engaging subject when I first began working in the wine business: 
Wine is one of the oldest man made products on the planet, steeped in 
history, inextricably linked with culture and amazingly diverse. It’s this 
that makes it such a fascinating and ultimately rewarding subject but 
also a potentially confusing one. 

greater choice brings dilemmas
If you enjoy wine and read my column each month, I hope you will 
become more confident when choosing wines from a shop or restaurant 
wine list and ultimately receive greater pleasure from drinking the wines 
you enjoy. The choice in supermarkets and off licences in the UK is greater 
than it’s ever been, and the largest of any country in Europe. Yet faced 
with all this choice, the decision on what to buy is hard.    

questions, questions....
If I spend twice as much is the wine twice as good and will I enjoy it twice 
as much? Does the best wine still come from France? If I like Australian 
red wines which other wines will I like? Should I keep expensive wines 
and drink the cheap ones first? Where can I store wine so it doesn’t go 
off…..?

flavourful reds and festive wines
In the months to come we will be finding the answers to all these ques-
tions and more. We’ll be going on a journey that will take us to some of 
the most beautiful places on earth, encountering diverse grape varieties, 
smells and flavours on the way. Next month we’ll start by looking at 
wine pricing and as the nights draw in we’ll discover fabulously flavour-
ful reds to enjoy on chilly autumn evenings. Nearer to Christmas we’ll 
have a look at festive wines to entice and excite...and that just for starters! 
Welcome aboard!              
Mark Jarman

Wine maketh merry 
So it says in the Bible, and we 

are not about to disagree. How 
could we, with the Editor produc-
ing wine from Hinxworth grapes?

Mark Jarman, pictured right, 
is UK Business Manager for Cu-
mulus Wines. He has been wine 
buyer for Threshers, Victoria Wine, 
Somerfield, Safeway and Asda. He 
has been in the wine business for 
almost 20 years, so who better than 
to write a monthly column on wine 
for Village Voice? Mark lives with 
wife Michele and daughter  Sofia 
in Christys Yard, Hinxworth.

Seeking a sign or two

Assistant Editor Ed Thorn with the signs Betty found
I wasn’t  particularly looking for a sign as I was walking with two of 

my grandchildren in the woods alongside Hinxworth Recreation Ground.  
However, fortune it seems was with me because I found two. 

removed from Edworth
Sadly, they were just the missing road signs from the junction of the 
Edworth-Dunton road which some community spirited soul had stolen 
and dumped in our woods. Their absence had caused some friends of ours 
from London to miss the turning to Hinxworth just a week before. 

handed to constabulary
Having handed them over to the local constabulary and informed the 
District Highways Office, they will hopefully be returned to their right-
ful place.

Meanwhile I shall continue looking for a sign.
Betty Thorn

Missing signs create headaches for visitors 

Go Greener and Save Money?
Just when we were getting used to the idea that going green is likely to 
cost us more, Community Oil have come up with another initiative on 
heating costs that turns that theory on its head.  It seems you can save 
money as well.Since January our residents have been saving between 3 
and 4.1p per litre by using the Community Oil Price Reduction Scheme 
launched last Autumn. But their latest initiative to reduce oil heating costs 
is entirely different and, on its own, is set to reduce heating costs by the 
equivalent of a FURTHER 6p per litre or more! (based on current prices).  
The scheme, called Green-and-Save, will be launched on 1st September 
2006 and is available to all residents of our villages. For maximum benefit 
both schemes can be taken together.
As well as very significant savings in heating costs the Green-and-Save 

continued on page 3, columns 1 and 2



Hinxworth Parish Council 

Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on August 3rd in St Nicholas Church.
 Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes, having been circulated, 

were accepted as a  correct  record and signed by the  Chairman. 
 Matters arising from the minutes:  St Nicholas P.C.C.:  Simon 

Marlow has obtained details for the sign for St Nicholas Church. The 
Parish Councillors agreed to go ahead and order the sign.

 Chairman’s Report:  Nothing to report.
 Village Hall:  Programme for Refurbishment: The third site meeting 

took place on Tuesday 1st August for the certification of the third stage 
payment. Work is progressing according to plan and the completion 
date of 1st September is on target. Conamar have provided a list of items 
requiring variation orders from the Architects Eades Hotwani. This list 
included the re-instatement of the sliding door screen between the main 
hall and the meeting room to allow for two activities to take place without 
impinging on each other. The Councillors agreed to the reinstatement of 
the sliding door screen. Geoff Burrows explained the technical reasons 
for the additional cost of the other items included in the list. Some of 
these were at the request of the Building Control Officer. 

The floor finishes and wall finishes have been agreed for most of the 
Building. The meeting room floor to be in carpet tiles in the same blue 
as the existing chairs. The colours for the male, female and disabled 
toilet cubicles along with the wall colours for these areas have yet to 
be agreed. Also various gloss finishes to internal doors and woodwork. 
Harry King is seeking the advice of Carol Priestley and Emily King on 
this as a matter of urgency. It has been advised that this will be at no 
cost to the project. 

 Planning: The Knole New Inn Road: Simon Marlow and Victor 
Garling visited the site. North Hertfordshire District Council Planning 
Department have subsequently notified the Parish Council that the 
planning application has been withdrawn.

 Recreation Ground:  The Tennis Court: The persons entitled to use 
the tennis court during the 2006 season are as follows:-  The Hulls, Ed-
dell, Cobb, Floyd, Grimmer, Hepburn, Lillie, Scales families. No further 
families in the Village have  subscribed this month.

 Tree Planting:- Charlie Thackway and Simon Marlow have agreed 
the site for the planting of the tree in Jan’s memory.

 Highways: Chapel Street: The figure is still awaited for the cost of 
the work. This will be discussed at the meeting with Adrian Redrup. 

 Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: Do not forget please it is necessary 
for all road users to contact the Hertfordshire Highways Fault Line 
– 01438-737320 to report a fault. Please when ringing ask for a log 
number of the call. Adrian Redrup of Hertfordshire Highways is to 
meet with the Parish Councillors on 24th August to ‘walk the Village’ 
looking at the state of the roads etc. If anyone in the Village, who has 
not yet notified the Parish Council about a Highways problem, please 
do so a.s.a.p. by email to Wendy Kitchener on wggk @btinternet.com. 
or by telephone 01767-313766. These concerns will be discussed at the 
meeting with Adrian Redrup.  

 Any Other Business: Harry King expects to look at the Village 
clock with Gordon Hayden with a view to  inspecting the chiming and 
winding mechanism. 

 Date of the next meeting:  on Thursday 7th September 2006. 8pm 
in St Nicholas Church. The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.                        
                      

A hundred years ago  
those who lived in the vil-
lages in this area mainly 
worked on the land or pro-
vided farm services. Today 
things have changed radi-
cally, with very few of our 
residents having any link 
at all to farming. However, 
we are still surrounded by 
productive land farmed by a 
few local families.

Edworth‛s Farmer David

One such family is the Smyths of Manor Farms Edworth. The Smyth 
family first came to this area as tenant farmers in 1793 but it wasn’t until 
1905 that they purchased Manor Farm. Today they farm some 1100 acres 
which includes not only Manor Farm but also Lower Farm in Edworth 
and  Saltmore and Glebe in Hinxworth. The farms are mainly arable, 
growing wheat, rape, and beans, much of which is used for animal feed.  
Some grassland in Edworth is rented by Roger Newman of Clifton to 
graze sheep. These, you may remember, have been known to wander to 
pastures new (Feb 2005 Village Voice).

just one full timer
I asked David  Smyth how much labour was required today to work this 
amount of land and was surprised to learn that apart from himself, he 
employs only one full time worker, David Livings of Ashwell , who has 
worked with him for 35 years. Occasional help comes from David and 
Rosemary’s three daughters and students at harvest time. The mountains 
of paperwork and the bookkeeping are taken care of by Rosemary. As 
David admitted “its not what I enjoy doing at all” 

care of the environment
Farming today is not all about producing crops.  The government is keen 
to promote environmental schemes. One called the Entry Level Scheme 
(ELS) has resulted in the wide, uncultivated strips that you may have 
noticed around fields in the area. But as Rosemary says “the strips must 
be exactly the right width or you don’t get the grant”. David is happy 
to go along with these initiatives and as well as maintaining hedgerows, 
has planted 4 acres of broad - leaved trees on his land.

farming energy
Despite the very dry weather during June and July David says that this 
year’s harvest has been better than average but with prices being sup-
pressed over the last five years, farming has not been hugely profitable  
He hopes that the future will be brighter. One area that may become 
increasingly important is the growth of crops for use as bio-fuels. Wheat, 
rape and other crops can be used for this purpose and if this becomes a 
mandatory part of all the fuels we use, as it is in Brazil, then prices could 
improve. Maybe farms in the future will be sources of renewable energy 
not just food producers.

As I left David extended an invitation to any person over the age of 
13 to ride “shotgun” on the combine-harvester at next year’s harvest.
Ed Thorn

Mini Yellow Pages
 I have had a lot of positive feedback from villagers with regard to 

the above, but very few contributions. Please forward me names and 
numbers  of your favourite handymen/women, etc. or anyone else you 
would like to recommend for the ‘Mini Yellow Pages’.

I look forward to hearing from you all. My email address is
StylerDawson@aol.com or write to me at 14 Francis Road, Hinx-

worth SG7 5HL. Thank you.
Sharon Dawson

scheme will also give hugely reduced carbon emissions from your boiler 
allowing users to go greener AND save money at the same time.
Community Oil have again agreed to continue their commitment to 
donate £10 to the Hinxworth Village Hall Refurbishment Fund for 
each new client from our villages - when they first order Heating Oil. If 
you want to take advantage of these two valuable cost-reducing schemes 
please contact Community Oil who will supply full details.Contact: Geoff 
Stephens at communityoil@bestbuyfar.net Tel: 01438 714693continued on page 3, columns 1 and 2

continued from page 2 columns 1 and 2



Sunday 3rd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 10th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 17th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
              4.30 pm Newnham Harvest Thanksgiving followed by tea 
Sunday 24th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
             9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Church Services
On the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: patrickforbes@waitrose.com

  Our Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer is Vee Halimana on 01462 
425010, email novuyo.halimana@herts.pnn.police.uk. Our Secretary and 
Community Safety Coordinator is Angela Clark on 01462 425033. Our 
Crime Prevention Officer is Mark Montgomery on  01462 425043 My 
phone number is 01462 425224 for mid to long term problems. Ring 
0845 33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a 
couple of hours, 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a 
crime and for Hare Coursing. 
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk. 
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk

contact us

copy date
Please send all copy and pictures to 
Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, 
Hinxworth SG7 5HL by August  
20th for the September edition. 
Better yet, please email any mate-
rial to patrickforbes@waitrose.com  
This saves much time and avoids 
errors through re-typing.

mobile police station
 The Mobile Police Station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays September 14th and 28th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

This monthly newsletter is intended to raise awareness of crime in our 
area and what steps can be taken to reduce it. If we know what is going 
on, are alert to it, share information and work together, we will all stand 
a better chance of preventing crime or tracing those responsible for it. 
Please pass my e-mail address to your friends and neighbours and I will 
include them in the distribution list.

Unfortunately, those at greatest risk from a bogus caller are the most 
vulnerable in our communities, such as the very elderly, women and 
those who live on their own. That is what makes this kind of  crime such 
a despicable offence. You can help prevent bogus callers from operating 
in your area by looking out for potential victims and protecting them. 
If you have vulnerable elderly neighbours, particularly those who live 
on their own, go round and talk to them. Make sure that they have a 
door chain fitted and that they check on the identity of any callers they 
do not know.

offer to help
Also let them know that they can ask you for help if they are in any doubt 
and keep an eye out yourself for strangers knocking at their door.

If we all looked out for our neighbours in this way, we could greatly 
reduce the number of vulnerable people who become victims of this 
very distressing offence.

contact Police or Crimestoppers
If you suspect bogus callers are operating in your area then contact your 
local Police or contact Crimestoppers to report information on criminal 
activities – 0845 33 00 222. I would like to thank those of you who pass 
on information and take the time to note the registration numbers of 
cars suspected of being involved in crime. As previously stated this is a 
big help to the Police, thanks again.             

larger newsletter available         
I do publish a larger newsletter sent via e-mail if you would like to receive 
this please e-mail me with your name address and phone numbers and 
I will put you on the distribution list.

work together to defeat crime

Being Good Neighbours

Soup Lunch
September’s Soup Lunch will 

be held on Friday September 8th 
from 12.30 pm until 2 pm at St 
Nicholas Church, Hinxworth. All 
will be very welcome.

Village Walk
Join us for a walk through the 

countryside, ending with a pub 
lunch. We meet outside the Three 
Horseshoes, Hinxworth at 10.30 
am on Friday September 22nd.  

Phil & Pat Gilbert 

Newnham Moat Discoveries
As you may know Newnham 

Moat is at its lowest level for many 
years and living next door to it has 
given Pat and me a rare opportunity 
to break out the metal detector and 
embark on very wet and smelly 
adventures. What a mine of infor-
mation it turned out to be, lots of 
metal, mostly scrap, but loads of 
bottles and a couple of rare finds.  
Obviously glass recycling was not an issue in those days as we have dug 
out about 30 bottles, all in one piece and after extensive research on the 
internet we can build a picture of what life was like. By the way, there 
are lots of ‘old bottle’ websites and plenty for sale on e-bay, sadly not 
for much money. 

oodles of bottles
Among the items we found were: Osmonds Electra Fluid (stop-
pered with still some fluid in) Internet says sounds like a medi-
cine from around 1880-1890 but they are not sure.  Bottle with 
measured ridges marked Table Spoons. Farm medicine circa 1880.  
Eiffel Tower Lemonade. Foster Clark. Maidstone. Probably held lemon-
ade crystals rather than ready to drink liquid, c 1900-1930. Woodward 
Chemist. Late Victorian, contained various medicines but better known 
in modern times for their gripe water. Gartons HP Sauce. 3 bottles found, 
made by the Midland Vinegar Company dating from World War One.  
Chesebrough Manfg Co Cd, New York. This held Vase-
l ine invented in 1859 by Robert  Chesebrough and the 
bottle is rare as it doesn’t have the word Vaseline on the glass.  
Elliman Embrocation. Originally manufactured in 1847 by James Elli-
man of Slough. Still available today but the bottle is old as it has a stop-
pered top. Wells & Winch, Biggleswade. Brown beer bottle with a star 
on it. More modern but the brewery closed in the 60’s. These are just a 
few of the more interesting ones. 

why no flat bottom?
Besides bottles we found 2 old horse drawn plough blades and a heavy weight 
with a key hole shaped opening and an old ,hand held, six inch flat iron which 
is not flat bottomed. Can anyone shed any light as to why this iron is not flat?  
If  anyone is interested in seeing these items give us a ring on 742197.  

Up, up and away

William Webber from Thorn’s 
Farm, Hinxworth, seen in flight, 
powered by paramotor. Full story 
next month.


