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Village Voice

Midsummer Revels or Party in the Park is now confirmed as Saturday 
23rd June from 6pm. Barbecue as usual. Acts are now desperately needed 
since we were to have a main entertainment but they can’t make that date.
So please contact Sylvia Scales on 01462 742505 if you wish to play. 

Village Outing August 29th
This year’s outing on Wednesday August 29th  is to Eltham Palace in 

London – Home of the Courtaulds – and to Down House SW London 
– home of Charles Darwin. Cost approx £25 for coach and entrance. The 
properties are English Heritage so entrance is free to members.  Again 
please contact me as soon as possible if you think you are interested.
Sylvia Scales 01462 742505

 WI Cheese and Wine Evening
Hinxworth and Edworth WI are holding a cheese and wine evening 

on Friday April 13th at 7.30 pm in Hinxworth Village Hall. Tickets £5 
to include a free glass of wine with cheese and biscuits. Further glasses of 
wine will be available. There will also be a raffle. Please come and support 
us, have a good chat and bring your friends as well.

St Mary‛s Ashwell Flea Market
St Mary’s Ashwell hold their annual Flea Market on Saturday April 

14th from 9.30 am until 12.30 pm. The church will be open for dona-
tions on April 12 from 2pm until 4.30 pm and on April 13th from 10 
am until 4 pm. They are unable to accept gifts of clothes or electrical 
goods or items too big for a car boot sale. 

Art Exhibition and Sale of Work
Hinxworth Village Hall. Sat/Sun 28th-29th April 10am- 4pm

This biannual exhibition is open to all residents and families in and 
around the local area. You do not have to be affiliated to any Club or 
Group. We welcome art-work in any medium: painting; sculpture; 
photography; ceramics; wood etc. Please contact Viv Hughes on 01462 
743227 for entry form or further information. Refreshments  -  Raffle  
-  Free Admission. Proceeds to Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall.

Party in the Park Performers wanted

Congratulations, Charlie and Jules

Prayers were answered, the sun shone on Charlie Thackway and Jules 
Ruston on  their wedding Day, Saturday March 10th. They were married 
in St Nicholas Church which was  brilliantly decorated with bunches 
of daffodils. Clare Finnemore played music by Bach while the registers 
were signed.  The couple spent their honeymoon in the Maldives. We 
wish them every happiness.

Broadband complaints multiply
“Don’t ask me what the initials BT stand for,” said one angry villager. 

Persistent broadband failures are affecting subscribers all over the village. 
“I believe the BT line from the Ashwell exchange to Hinxworth is faulty, 
and when anyone complains, BT swap connections so one subscriber is 
satisfied while another suddenly loses out,” said one telecommunications 
specialist. And of course BT won’t talk to customers about the line even 
if they are BT broadband customers. The topic was raised at the annual 
parish meeting on March 22nd. We understand that  our North Herts 
Councillor Andrew Young is on the case, as is our MP Oliver Heald. 
Meanwhile Jo Johnson has circulated a survey to establish a broader 
picture of what is, or is not, happening.

time for tanks on BT‛s lawn?
Many people, especially those running businesses from home depend 
on a reliable broadband service. It won’t do for customers paying for a 
24/7 service to lose their connection for days or weeks on end without 
compensation or redress. Your Editor depends on broadband to send 
weekly radio pieces to a London radio station. As we went to press, his 
broadband had been unavailable for between two and three days. Putting 
Village Voice together without a reliable email service is a nightmare. 
Time to roll the tanks on to  BT’s corporate lawn?  

I have been involved in local politics for over 20 years, and it has 
been a most rewarding part of my life. I know how important it is that 
people get involved in debating and making the decisions that influence 
all our lives and environment. And we need new blood on Hinxworth 
Parish Council. So if you are (fairly !) young, perhaps with a family and 
children going to local schools, why not decide to give one evening a 
month to helping run our Parish? 

Meetings can sometimes be fiery, often humorous, usually ordinary 
and occasionally tense. Elections will be held this May, and there is 
still time to get nomination forms from the District Council Offices in 
Letchworth and have them submitted by noon of April 4th. 
Simon Marlow

Become a Parish Councillor - Act now



 Minutes of the meeting March 1st 2007 in the village hall.
 Police Matters: The Chairman welcomed P.C. Marina and Chris 

Brabrook to the meeting. P.C. Marina  updated the Parish Councillors 
on the policing of the area. The latest crime report for the Hinxworth 
area  showed an increase in criminal activity. A caravan was stolen from a 
property in New Inn Road but was  subsequently recovered by the Police 
as it was travelling North on the A.1. There had also been a number  of 
cars broken into as well as a garden shed. P.C. Marina is confident this 
area still remains one of the safest in the U.K.

 The method of  policing has now changed. Members of the public are 
now to be consulted, so  P.C.  Marina suggested he holds a monthly sur-
gery, possibly on a Saturday morning, in the Village Hall for the   residents 
of Hinxworth to express their views and concerns.   In the meantime the 
Parish Councillors asked P.C. Marina to arrange for further speed checks 
to take place in the High Street during the morning andf evening rush 
hours. Also P.C. Marina will arrange for the  Crime Prevention vehicle 
to visit Hinxworth. Times and dates to be arranged. Further discussion 
on Police Matters will take place at the A.G.M. on March 22nd.   

 Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes were accepted as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. There were no matters arising.

 Village Hall: Programme for Refurbishment: Geoff Burrows attend-
ed for this item. Both he, Harry King and Simon Marlow had attended 
a meeting in the morning with Neil Dower and Alan Wood (Conamar) 
and Simon Chadwick (Eades Hotwani) to finalise the refurbishment 
contract. The Chairman asked Geoff Burrows to outline the current 
position. He reported the ‘snagging list’ had been compiled and Conamar 
under the terms of the Contract had to attend to these items before the 
retention sum could be released.He went on to explain the professional 
fees for the refurbishment would normally cost approximately 12.5% 
of the contract sum: £26,000. The actual cost is only approximately 
£10,000. It is Geoff’s opinion that this is mainly due to the Architects, 
Eades Hotwani and the Structural Engineer Kashec giving their services 
at a greatly reduced rate for what they felt is a  worthy cause. 

The additional costs incurred during the refurbishment are, as in 
all cases of refurbishment, unseen and unknown. Geoff is confident all 
the additional costs are fair and reasonable. Some additional cost items 
had already been negotiated down. Harry King thought any additional 
costs should have been agreed with the Parish Council. The Chairman 
stated the additional costs added £7,000 to the contract sum and are well 
within budget. It also has to be remembered urgent decisions often were 
made with only those Parish  Councillors available at the time and with 
the advice of the Professionals, as detailed in the Parish Council minutes 
of January 4th which documents the reasons. The Chairman feels as the 
overspend on the original quote is a relatively small amount within the 
Contract of Refurbishment it should be accepted by the Parish Council-
lors. This leaves the whole cost well within the Building Budget.

      Then the meeting went onto discuss the payment of the retention. 
A vote agreed this should be paid.   Harry King proposed the Village Hall 
Refurbishment Contract Account should be audited by a public body.
The Clerk was asked by the Chairman to arrange this audit. 

 Village Hall Management Committee: The Parish Council has ob-
tained the Health and Safety regulations from the C.D.A. These mainly 
refer to persons employed. It appears all the other regulations required 
are covered by the current insurance for the Village Hall.

The Chairman of the V.H.M.C. has notified the Parish Council that 
there is a delay in completing the business plan. The Parish Council are 
disappointed to hear of this delay. It has now been agreed the business 
plan will be with the Council’s meeting in April. 

 Planning: The Land to the rear of The Cottages, High Street: The 
Parish Council has received an additional letter from N.H.D.C. of 
notification of appeal by the developer.The Knole, New Inn Road:  
rejected, because of building regulations, by N.H.D.C.

Hinxworth Parish Council 

continued  columns 3& 4

Hinxworth & Edworth WI
 At the March meeting president Carol Cheney introduced the speaker 

Ian Waller who spoke on ‘Workhouse Life’.  Workhouses, often capable 
of holding 300 inmates, were administered by a Board of Guardians. 
As Charles Dickens showed in ‘Oliver Twist’ conditions were harsh and 
made as unattractive as possible, so that the poor would make every 
effort to find work and only come to the workhouse as a last resort. 
Husbands and wives were separated and children were separated from 
their parents.  Conditions improved after 1865 but there was still a great 
stigma attached to people who were forced into them and the poor always 
viewed the workhouse with fear and suspicion; a fear that lingered until 
the demise of the workhouse in 1948.  It was an interesting talk on an 
often distressing subject.

cheese and wine
On 13th April there will be a cheese and wine evening in the village hall 
with film show of past  village events. The W.I spring council meeting 
is on 17th April at the Alban Arena, the speaker is Gervais Phinn, well 
known writer and celebrity.  The W.I. group meeting is on 25th April at 
Newnham Village Hall. On 27/28 April the Art Society will be holding 
an Art Exhibition in Hinxworth Village Hall and  the W.I. will be serving 
tea, coffee and homemade cakes.

The next meeting on 12th April is Members’ Night. New members 
will be very welcome.
Jean M Brown

Finance: Current Parish Council Funds: The Clerk circulated these 
details to the Councillors at the meeting.      

Youth Activities: Harry King had nothing further to report.
Highways: Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: Do not forget please it is 

necessary for all road users to contact the Hertfordshire Highways Fault 
Line – 01438-737320 to report a fault. Please when ringing ask for a 
log number of the call. New Inn Road: The Clerk has contacted Cliff 
Barnaby of Hertfordshire Highways on 12th and 27th February regarding 
the continuing flooding of New Inn Road in the Thorns Farm area. He 
has not replied.The Chairman asked the Clerk to contact Andrew 
Young to ask for his assistance.

Any Other Business: Ashwell Bus Timetable: The Clerk will dis-
tribute the timetable to all households in the Village. The Chairman 
asked the Clerk to make enquiries to see if the Taxi Bus service could be 
extended to Hinxworth. Elections 2007: Parish Council Elections will 
take place on Thursday May 3rd. Nomination papers can be  obtained 
from N.H.D.C. 

Date of the next meeting:  on Thursday 5th April 2007. 8pm in The 
Village Hall.  The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.                        
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Council     

continued from columns 1 & 2

Bouquets for wonderful mums

Children outside St Nicholas Church after the Mothering Sunday 
family service followed by breakfast. Picture: Andy Hartree



Here comes the bride Broadband resources for our schools

Hidden away, off New Inn Road, is a powerhouse generating learning 
resources for schools in our region. E2BN is the East of England Broad-
band Network, and I went to meet  Operations Manager Diane Earl to 
find out more. “We’ve been running for about seven years. We were set 
up by the Department for Education and Skills to roll out broadband 
connectivity to schools and  to produce broadband content to run over 
the network and raise standards in education,” she said.

cooking, farming, myths and legends
 “I’m working on three main projects at the moment: ‘Cookit’, a cook-
book all about healthy eating and cooking through the ages. We’d love 
to hear from any of your readers who have a ‘killer’ recipe’, provided it 
is healthy and doesn’t include alcohol. Another project is ‘On the Farm.’ 
Taking advantage of being in this area, we are going to put webcams 
into farms and have virtual farms for children who can’t get out into the 
countryside. Farrowby Farm is going to be one of the farms to feature on 
the ‘On the Farm’ website. We have taken some pictures of the pigs and 
learned about looking after pigs and producing pork and bacon.  The 
third project I’ve been working on is ‘Myths and Legends’ to do with 
key stage 2-3 history and literacy and it is about old stories, myths and 
legends from the East of England. We’ve put up some stories but pupils 
can put up their own, add to them and share them with other pupils.”

started without broadband or phone
“All of our sites can take files in any format so children can put up text, 
pictures, sound or video. One example is the stories in ‘Myths and 
Legends’ - they are animated stories with text and audio.” How many 
schools are being served by her network? “About 2,800 schools. Seven of 
us work on the project, four of whom are based here.” E2BN had some 
problems to start with, they were the only broadband network without 
even a phone line, never mind broadband access. They really got started at 
Saltmore in October last year. Before that they were located in Ampthill, 
then Wheathampstead.

access our website
Can anyone access the website without having to become a school? 
“Anyone at any time can access our website which is www.e2bn.org and 
look at any of our projects and contribute to them. On the story-telling site 
we have people contributing from Europe, America and New Zealand 
and schools have signed up from those areas. Internationalism and shar-
ing constitute a big element in education at the moment, so we would 
encourage that. We would love it if local people contacted us with stories 
or other input for our sites. We would always be interested in local people 
developing ideas to improve and contribute to education. Our address 
here is Unit One, Saltmore Farm, New Inn Road, Hinxworth, SG7 5EZ, 
phone 01462 834588.
Patrick Forbes

Val Mogridge, Senior Business Support Administrator with some 
E2BN visual materials

When Teresa Palmer’s partner 
proposed to her she did not an-
ticipate that her acceptance would 
lead her to a whole new business 
venture. But that’s exactly what 
happened. When she started to 
look for her bridal wear she was 
disappointed by the choice and 
service offered in and around Wel-
wyn Garden City where she lives. 
Having had experience in sales 
and in the design and creation of 
furnishings she felt that she could 
offer a better, more personalised 
bridal service. Teresa and tiara

business born at Saltmore
Having looked around her home town she came to the conclusion that 
for the type of premises that she wanted for this business, the rents were 
too high. Looking further afield the barn conversions at Saltmore Farm 
on New Inn Road came to her attention. One of the units would offer a 
perfect country retreat where brides with their families and friends could 
choose bridal wear in comfort and without hurry. Thus, Hinxworth 
Bridal was born.

not just dresses
Teresa sources her dresses from around the world including the UK, 
America and China, offering a wide range of styles, colours and materials. 
In addition she can provide accessories such as tiaras and other jewellery. 
She publicises her business through events such as bridal fairs, attending 
for example, an event in Royston Town Hall where she recently put on 
a bridal fashion show.

When we met, Teresa had been in business just six weeks and had 
already sold three bridal gowns and five bridesmaids’ dresses and has 
been complimented on the service she offers.

future plans
As to the future Teresa would like to expand the business to include 
dresses for the bride’s mother and Prom wear. We wish her every success 
in her new venture. Contact her on 01462 835761.
Ed Thorn

The AGM of the Village Hall Committee followed by the Annual 
Parish meeting was held at 7.30 p.m. on Thursday 22nd of March in the 
village hall, reports Ed Thorn. It was attended by Parish councillors, village 
hall committee members and villagers from Hinxworth and Edworth. 
The main cause of concern regarding the village hall, now that it was 
successfully refurbished, was the state of the car park. It has a number 
of large pot-holes which fill with water in bad weather. As a result many 
people visiting the hall, park in Francis Road rather than use the car 
park. Some remedial work had been done voluntarily by John Cheney 
but a long-term solution was required. Unfortunately, the parish council 
could not currently afford the cost of laying tarmac and Andrew Young 
on behalf of the NHDC also said that, in the present financial climate, 
it was unlikely that they could meet the full cost. However, he did offer 
the possibility of a small grant towards the work. 

As reported on our front page the current state of broadband com-
munication in the village was also causing some distress.

consider becoming a councillor
Martin Hoffman noted that that elections for the Parish councillors were 
due in May and as at least one councillor had now left the village he 
encouraged villagers to consider standing for election. This can be done 
by applying to the electoral officer of North Herts. District Council.

Village Hall car park causes concern



Hinxworth goes up the Nile

The idea to take a trip to Egypt had been suggested at a barbecue last 
summer and on a cold, wet and windy Saturday morning at the begin-
ning of February, it became a reality.   Eighteen Hinxworth residents, 
Harry and Jill King, Richard and Jean Cobb, David and Kathy Eddell, 
Tony and Carolyn Devaney, Dorothy Legrand, Richard and Jacquie 
Grimmer, Phil Joester and Cathy Sutton, Carol Priestley, Graham and 
Jessica White, Chris and Chris Vallely set off to follow in the footsteps 
of Howard Carter and Hercule Poirot (well, almost….).  

Our cruise boat, the Viking Premiere, took us on a very relaxing 
journey from Luxor to Aswan and back again.  We had plenty of time 
to idle around on deck and take in the serene and beautiful Nile and life 
on its banks.  We also had plenty of opportunities to stop off and visit 
the many ‘jaw-dropping’ historic temples along the way.  

a surfeit of temples
Our Egyptologist, Gamal, was so generous with sharing his knowledge 
that we thought we were on a seven day training programme to become 
fully qualified Egyptologists too!  By the third day, a number of our party 
were suffering from NABT syndrome (not another bloody temple), but 
fortunately, no-one appeared to suffer from the Pharaoh’s revenge!

no place like home
Everyone agreed the holiday was a great success.  Our fellow passen-
gers were intrigued and surprised that 18 people from the same village 
should choose to go on holiday together.  We feel this just reinforces that 
Hinxworth is indeed a very special place to live.
Jean Cobb

Bishop to visit Hinxworth
When did you last see a bishop 

in Hinxworth? No-one I asked could 
remember exactly when a bishop had 
been seen here.  So well before Simon 
Chambers was appointed priest in 
charge, I invited the Bishop of Saint 
Albans to join us for our Patronal Fes-
tival last year. He couldn’t make that 
date so I asked him to come this year 
on Sunday December 9th at 9.15 at St Bishop Christopher Herbert

Dates for your Diary
April 2nd-4th, 7.45 pm “Godspell”  St Paul’s, Letchworth 
£6.50. Phone 01462 637373.
April 5th  8 pm Hinxworth Parish Council, Village Hall.
April 13th  7.30 pm Hinxworth & Edworth WI cheese and 
wine evening, Village Hall. Tickets £5.
April 14th 9.30 am - 12.30 pm St Mary’s, Ashwell, Flea 
Market.
April 16th New session of Pilates will start in the Village 
Hall.  Please contact Linda Butler on 01462 742920.
April 19th 8 pm St Vincent’s Annual Parish Church Meet-
ing, Newnham Village Hall.
April 20th Village Voice copy deadline for May.
April 20th 9.30 am The Yoga class starts in Hinxworth 
Village Hall.
April 22nd 9.15 am Festival Parish Communion, St George’s 
Church, Edworth.
April 25th 8 pm Annual Parish Church Meeting, St 
Nicholas Church.
April 28th 9 am to11 am Crime Prevention display at Three 
Horseshoes.
April 28th-29th 10 am to 4 pm Hinxworth Art Society Art 
Exhibition and Sale of Work. Village Hall. Free admission.  
01462 743227.
May 3rd Parish Council Election, Hinxworth. 
June 17th Newnham Parish Lunch, details soon.
June 23rd 6 pm Party in the Park, Hinxworth Recreation 
Ground. 
July 8th St Nicholas Church Barbecue and fun afternoon.
August 29th Village Outing to Eltham Palace and Down 
House. Cost approx £25 (less for EH members). Details 
01462 742505.
December  9th 9.15 am  The Bishop of Saint Albans comes 
to St Nicholas Hinxworth Patronal Festival. 12.30 pm St 
Nicholas Lunch in the Village Hall.

Nicholas Church. The date is within  a whisker of the 40th anniversary 
of my priesting on December 17th 1967, so I hope it’s going to be an 
interesting day. I also invited Bishop Christopher to join us for our St 
Nicholas lunch in the Village Hall. He replied, “I do look forward to 
being with you at St Nicholas at 9.15 am on Sunday December 9th. I am 
sorry to say that I cannot stay behind afterwards for your St Nicholas Day 
lunch, though I have little  doubt that it will be a brilliant occasion.”
Patrick Forbes

As a result of the recent Parish Council meeting, it was requested that 
we hold some sort of crime prevention/police awareness morning for 
local residents. I have spoken with the landlord at the Three Horseshoes 
who has kindly agreed to let us have the use of the pub car park on the 
morning of Saturday 28th April between 0900 - 1100 to put on display 
a police vehicle for residents to come along and have a talk to us about 
any issues or for advice about crime prevention.
PC Paul Marina

Crime Prevention comes to the Pub

Hinxworth and Edworth Indoor Bowling Club 
up and running thanks to grant

March Fourth saw the inaugural meeting of people interested in carpet 
bowls. John Tookey reported on progress. He said around 24 possible players 
were in touch with him. He had found two sets of carpet bowls equipment 
available from an enthusiast in Dunton. He had bought these with the help of  
a grant from North Herts District Council supported by Councillor Andrew 
Young. The first meeting of the club was set for Thursday March 29th just as 
Village Voice was due to be printed. Further information from John Tookey 
on 01462 742439.



What is YogaBirth?
I had some anxieties about this 

assignment. I once went to yoga 
classes, not because I was pregnant, 
but because I thought it might 
help my mad existence. It did. It 
made me laugh hysterically so that 
I risked being thrown out of the 
class, and it made me relax totally. 
I slept when I should have been 
wakeful. I need not have worried. 
Tracey Ruggieri laughs a lot too, Tracey Ruggieri
and made me most welcome to her converted barn in Gardiner’s Lane, 
Ashwell. Once I had sat on a large exercise ball - great for posture and 
alignment of the spine - I asked “So what exactly is Yogabirth?” “It’s yoga 
specifically adapted for pregnancy and birth. Women can come once 
they’ve got to about 16 weeks, with the pregnancy nicely established. 
The yoga we do is very very gentle though it is strengthening and does 
increase flexibility. We practice different postures to help with common 
pregnancy problems: things like heartburn, leg cramps, anxiety, back-
ache, nausea and insomnia. We work with hands  to help prevent carpal 
tunnel problems, fluid causing your fingers and hands to swell and get 
very sore. Many of the women involved are midwives and many teach 
yoga as well.”

getting to know your own body
How strenuous is it? “ We encourage the women to really work with 
their own bodies and a big part of YogaBirth is looking inside yourself, 
working instinctively with your body, really reecognizing how your body 
is feeling. If you’re not enjoying a posture and it doesn’t feel right for 
you, we encourage you not to do it. During labour if you can recognize 
what is happening in your body, can feel what is going on then you’ve 
got an advantage in your birth. We encourage a lot of movement dur-
ing labour. We say that ‘all fours’ is very good, as is rhythmic movement 
to help  the pressure of the baby’s head on the cervix - encouraging the 
labour to progress. You don’t want to hear that it is not progressing 
because that will lead to intervention. To keep the labour natural and 
steadily progressing we encourage  the women to learn to move into 
different positions. We constantly say that if you’re not comfortable and 
your labour’s not working, try using a birthing ball, kneeling up, lean-
ing on a birthing ball, circling with it.” I suddenly thought that maybe 
I was sitting on a birthing ball. “We call it that, others call it a Pilates 
ball, or a gym ball.” 

learning to think positively
Reassured, I asked about the length of the YogaBirth sessions. “The classes 
are two hours, actually about one and a half hours as we start with intro-
ducing ourselves, talking about how the week’s been, how they are feeling. 
A big part of the class is the women sharing with each other. Then we go 
into yoga. We do a lot of work connecting with the baby. We encourage 
women to get to know their babies, visualizing them. They will often 
feel the same way as you. When you’re angry, hormones flood through 
them. When you’re relaxed chances are they will be too. Breathing well is 
important, letting go of the day and concentrating on your breathing for 
the baby, learning how to breathe deeply. What is important is through 
regular practice and through talking things over, women do develop a 
trust in their body to give birth, in short to think positively.”

“I trained for two years to qualify with YogaBirth. I am supervised by 
a tutor in London. The classes cost £10 for two hours, run during term 
time at Ashwell Village Hall, on Friday mornings 9.45 - 11.45, and an 
evening class on either a Tuesday or Wednesday 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm.” 
Contact her on 01462 743499 or traceyluggeri@aol.com
Patrick Forbes

Red Noses at Ashwell School

a fine crop of red noses 

The Editor and team 
wish all our readers a 

very happy Easter

Staff and children celebrated Red Noses Day on Friday March 16th 
in a variety of ways. Children came to school in all manner of costumes. 
They organised a basketball competition in the lunch break. There was 
a Teddy naming competition, an hour long variety concert featuring 
jokes, sketches, poems and a mini pantomime from members of staff, 
“The Three Little Pigs”. 

The ambitious events raised £488.13  for Comic Relief. Congratula-
tions to all concerned - a magnificent achievement, and great fun too!

“It don‛t seem a day too much”

Carol and John Cheney marked their 40th wedding anniversary on 
Sunday March 25th with a renewal of their vows in St Nicholas Church 
followed by a wonderful celebration lunch served in the Village Hall. 
Around 70 friends and relations gathered to enjoy the meal and wish 
them well.  John and Carol were married in St Mary the Virgin, Great 
Shelford on March 25th 1967.

three charities benefit
 Instead of presents, the Cheneys asked for donations to three favourite 
charities: the East Anglian Air Ambulance; the Garden House Hospice 
and the Devon Donkey Sanctuary.  Each received £135. Cunningly, 
Carol asked your editor to take pictures of the event, thus ruling out 
any chance of his singing “My Old Dutch.” Village Voice wishes Carol 
and John all the best for the next forty years.



Sunday 1st 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Good Friday 6th 12.30 pm Soup lunch, followed by meditation    

     for Good Friday at 1 pm St Nicholas,  Hinxworth
Sunday 8th 9.15 am Easter Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 15th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 22nd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St George’s, Edworth 
            9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday 29th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Church ServicesOn the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: fool1@tiscali.co.uk

 copy date 
Please send all copy and pictures for 
May Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 
18 Francis Road, Hinxworth SG7 
5HL,  email to  fool1@tiscali.co.uk 
by April 20th. Thank you.

The  Mobile Police Station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays April 12th and 26th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

mobile police station

Dear Patrick,  
    I was watching, as I al-

ways do, last Sundays edition 
of Top Gear. The three petrol 
heads that present the programme 
were demonstrating their lack 
of prowess with the three largest 
farm tractors they could lay their 
hands on. Part of the deal was to 
plough a field so they can grow a 
crop to provide some sort of fuel 
to power a car. 

     Whilst they were ploughing 
the field, a decision was made to 
send Richard Hammond in to the 
nearest village for the ingredients 
for a ploughman’s lunch....and 
where did he end up in his mas-
sive caterpillar tracked vehicle....it 
was Ashwell!

     The last shot was of Jeremy 
Clarkson in his JCB tractor, heav-
ily hitting a telegraph pole with his 
plough so there is the explanation: 
Jeremy Clarkson hitting that tel-
egraph pole with his tractor has 
given Hinxworth a dodgy Internet 
connection — there I rest my case!  
For the record, my connection has 
been fine. 

Regards 
Steve Gumm

Skimming lesson
Pilates Enrolment

Please note that, for those inter-
ested, a new session of Pilates will 
begin on Monday, 16 April in the 
Village Hall.  The term will run for 
eleven weeks and will meet each 
Monday, as advised. Please contact 
Linda Butler on 01462742920, to 
enrol or with questions.

 Problem solved

Fancy a go at ballroom or Latin 
dancing? Footsteps School of 
Dance would like to start a class 
for interested dancers – beginners 
up – in the village hall. At the mo-
ment they’re thinking of  Thursday 
mornings about 10-11 but this 
may be flexible. Please contact me 
immediately if you are interested. 
Sylvia Scales - 01462 742505.

dance classes?

There are no immediate plans to 
erect wind turbines on any of the 
churches in the United Benefice of 
Ashwell, Hinxworth, Newnham, 
Edworth and Caldecote, said a 
spokeswoman for the Diocese of 
St Albans. “We are having enough 
trouble fending off opposition 
to mobile phone masts disguised 
as flagpoles mounted on church 
towers,” she added. Asked for her 
view on solar panel installations on 
church roofs, she said she would 
put those in writing.

My phone number is 01438 757924 for  mid to long term problems, 
0845 33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a 
couple of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a 
crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

Turbine rumours denied 

Annual Parish 
Church Meetings

St Vincent’s annual parish church 
meeting will be held on Thursday 
April 19th at 8 pm in Newnham 
Village Hall. All parishioners are 
invited to attend.

St Nicholas Hinxworth’s an-
nual parish meeting will be held 
in St Nicholas Church at 8 pm 
on Wednesday April 25th. All 
will be welcome.

Yoga at Hinxworth
The Yoga class will be starting on 
Friday 20th April in Hinxworth Vil-
lage Hall at 9.30am. It runs for one 
and a half hours and costs £6.

Bring an exercise mat if you 
have one and a wool blanket for 
the relaxation at the end.

Kundalini Yoga classes are a 
dynamic blend of postures, prama 
yam (breath), mantra music and 
meditation which teaches you the 
art of relaxation, self healing and 
elevation.

St Paul‛s presents “Godspell” 
St Paul’s Church, Letchworth presents the musical “Godspell” at 7.45 

pm on April 2nd, 3rd, and 4th. Tickets are  £6.50 and going fast, we’re 
told. What better way to prepare for the good news of Easter? An added 
local bonus is that one of the doctors at Ashwell Surgery, Dr Matthew 
Goodchild-Simpson, is playing the part of ‘Geoffrey’ who represents the 
apostle Matthew.  Ticket enquiries, St Paul’s Church office on 01462 
637373, Monday to Friday 9 am to 1 pm.

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

Skimming happens when someone copies the magnetic stripe on 
a credit or debit card by swiping it through a small card reader. This 
can happen in shops, restaurants or anywhere where you might pay 
with your card, and it results in your card details being used to make a 
counterfeit card.

Guard your card and never let it out of your sight when making a 
transaction, and don’t carelessly discard receipts as they carry information 
about your card that a fraudster could use to buy things over the phone 
or Internet. Check your receipts against your statements carefully, and 
if you don’t recognise a purchase, contact your card issuer immediately. 
Sign new cards as soon as they arrive and make sure you cut up your old 
card as soon as the new one becomes valid. Don’t keep your chequebook 
with your cards, and look after all your personal possessions properly. And 
report lost or stolen cards to your card issuer immediately.  A 24-hour 
emergency number is usually shown on your statement

Stop property theft from your vehicle
The cost of vehicle crime affects all owners because the more claims the in-
surance companies deal with, the more the premiums go up for everyone. 
But you can stop your vehicle being next on the criminal’s list by taking 
some very simple measures that are free or cost only a few pounds.

Remember your vehicle is like a shop window for thieves. If you  
     can see any property left in your vehicle so can the thief.

Most thefts are committed by opportunists.
Buy a tamper proof disc holder, this deters the thief from breaking
into your car, stealing the tax disc and selling it on.
Think carefully where you leave your keys, if the thief can steal
your keys then they can steal your car, so keep them out of sight    

     and in a safe place.
If you have expensive wheels it is worth fitting locking wheel nuts.

contact us


