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Village Voice
Treasure on wheels

Every fortnight, Hertfordshire’s mobile library visits Newnham, 
Hinxworth and Ashwell. At times it must feel as if it is one of the area’s 
best kept secrets. If library vans could speak, it might say, “Where are 
all the booklovers, those who love to listen to talking books, those who 
watch feature films on DVD?”  If you could imagine a treasure trove on 
wheels, this mobile library would be it.

Children should come into the library or mobile library to sign up for 
the challenge!  Children will be given a Big Wild Read folder to record 
their progress throughout the challenge. Don’t forget to bring this on 
each visit!  Borrow books from the library. Children can choose from 
all sections of the library, including picture books, fiction, information 
books and talking books.Your child may find it useful to fill in a review 
sheet as a reminder of the items they’ve read. Return to the library to 
chat to a member of staff about one of the items they’ve borrowed. Your 
child will be given a sheet of stickers for every book they read. 

reading a book will help plant a tree
Every library book that your child reads as part of ‘The Big Wild Read’ 
will be rewarded with ‘tree tokens’, which will be translated into new 
trees for UK woods. The more books children read, the more trees will be 
planted! The challenge is completed when your child has read six books 
and collected all the sheets of stickers. 

Children who complete the challenge will be given a ‘Big Wild Read’ 
medal and certificate at a special  ceremony at their local library. 

As an optional extra, children can ‘meet’ some of their favourite au-
thors by logging on to www.bigwildread.org.uk - either in the library or 
at home. There are fun activities to try on-line too!  Support your child 
by exploring the library together; reserve a book (it’s free!), or find out 
what they’ve enjoyed. More information about the big wild read and other 
library services on www.hertsdirect.org/libraries. Now read on!   

The Big Wild Read
The ‘Big Wild Read’ is the ninth summer reading challenge for chil-

dren and young people. It will be running in all Hertfordshire’s libraries, 
including mobiles, from Monday 16 July until Friday 7 September 2007, 
and it’s free!  The summer reading challenge gives children of all ages a 
great chance to have fun with books, and to feel rewarded for reading. 
It’s not about children reading as many books as they can; it’s about en-
couraging children to explore their local or mobile library this summer 
and get the reading habit for life.

There are no age limits, children from pre-school to secondary school 
join in every year. Children don’t have to be able to read themselves to 
take part; family members can read books to them.

how to join

There are books of all kinds, love 
stories, history, biographies, thrill-
ers. There are are large print books 
and books for children. There are 
talking books, dvds (£3 for two 
weeks) and always a friendly wel-
come.  Anyone who lives in the 
villages served by Village Voice 
may join the mobile library.

so much on offer

Librarian Kathy Clark
 The timetable for the library visits on fortnightly Tuesdays is as 

follows:- Newnham, The Green:10.00 - 10.40; Ashwell, The Cuckoo: 
10.50 - 11.10;  Hinxworth, Three Horseshoes:11.15 - 11.55; Ashwell, 
Sunnymead Park: 12.15 -12.45; Ashwell, Bushel & Strike Car Park: 
13.30 - 16.00. The  mobile library will call on Tuesdays  July 31st  and  
August 14th and 28th. Why not join?

New Surgery Telephone Numbers
Ashwell surgery has new phone and fax numbers.  This follows analy-

sis of patient questionnaires and feedback concerning ease of telephone 
access to the practice.  Practice Manager, Mrs Debra Stapleton said “al-
though we scored very highly in all aspects of our service, it was clear our 
old telephone system was not able to provide the ease of access patients 
were seeking.  so the decision was made to install a new one.”

The new system is known as “Surgery Line” and was developed to 
meet the needs of general practice at no increased cost to the patient. 
Calls are routed more efficiently,  and there is a choice of call menu to 
ensure calls are directed quickly to the correct member of staff.

The system is flexible and can be expanded  with the possible intro-
duction of an on-line appointment booking and cancellation service and 
automatic patient check-in facilities. The new  numbers are: 0844 499 
4777  (phone)  and    0844 499 4776 (fax).



Dates for your Diary
August 1st Clairvoyant at Hinxworth Village Hall 7.30 pm  01462  743104
August 9th Carpet Bowls re-starts Hinxworth Village Hall at 2 pm.
August 15th Neighbourhood Watch meeting 8 pm Ashwell Parish Room.
August 29th Village Outing to Eltham Palace and Down House.   Cost  ap-
proximately  £25 (less for EH members). Details  01462 742505.
September 22nd Fun Quiz in Hinxworth Village Hall in aid of Addenbrookes 
Breast Cancer Unit. More information from Helene Donohoe 01462 743213.
Sept 22nd St Mary’s Ashwell Harvest Supper & Barn Dance 01462 742746
October 6th 7.30 pm Lyra String Quartet Elgar Concert - Contact Michael or 
Heather Baim for details on 01767 315094.
October 20th Multi venue village quiz. Contact Michael or Heather Baim on 
01767 315094 for tickets.
November 17th Village Supper, Village Hall, Hinxworth. Book the date.
December  9th 12.30 pm  St Nicholas  Festival Lunch. Village Hall.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
After a cloudy day the evening sun shone through on July 12 and 

we were able to sit out in Viv Hughes’ delightful garden and enjoy the 
meeting. Only one member was bold enough to swim in the pool. A 
super supper was enjoyed, finishing with fresh strawberry pavlova. A 
treasure hunt got us on our feet to explore the garden.

The sun also shone for the St Nicholas Fun Day at which we ran 
tombola and cake stalls very successfully. The president thanked everyone 
for their help in making cakes and manning the stalls.

There is no meeting in August. On September 13th the meeting is 
open to everyone, husbands and partners included. The speaker is Joyce 
Vincent, her subject “My trip on an oil tanker.” Cost £2, including 
refreshments. We start at  7.45 pm in the village hall,. Why not join us 
for a taste of the WI?
Jean M Brown

Peter Robbins grew up in 
West Hill, Hitchin and was 
educated at St. Michael’s 
College.His first job was 
as an assistant librarian in 
Baldock, and his second 
was with a merchant bank 
in London.    His two years’ 
National Service were spent 
at  Cambridge learning 

Going for gold with Scrabble

Russian. He then returned to his job at the bank, and met charming 
co-worker, Barbara Connelly, who lived in Plaistow.They were married 
on 24th August 1957 in the church next to West Ham football ground, 
and set up house in Loughton, Essex. Very soon, they moved to Hitchin 
and lived there for 30 years.   

travelling the world
Peter left the bank, and embarked on a 30-year marketing career which 
took him to many parts of the world, particularly the former USSR.    
Barbara concentrated on bringing up their family – three girls and one 
boy.   Sadly one of the children, Juliet, died at the age of twelve, but the 
other three flourished and have provided Peter and Barbara with thirteen 
grandchildren. Peter and Barbara were active members of Hitchin Round 
Table and Ladies’ Circle, and in 1964 Peter was elected as a Hitchin 
Urban District Councillor serving two terms.   Once the children had 
flown the nest, Barbara was engaged in many social and church activities 
in Hitchin, and still does some  teaching in primary schools. 

original scrabble board
Their interests include church affairs, family, music, theatre, gardening, 
reading, crosswords  and Scrabble,  which they still play, using the same 
board and tiles that they bought during their engagement over fifty 
years ago!
Barbara and Peter moved to Caldecote 17 years ago, and are very 
happy there.  They will celebrate their Golden Wedding Anniversary 
on 25th August in the lovely little mediaeval church in Caldecote with a 
Traditional Latin Mass, the first there since around 1540, followed by a 
party for family and friends in Newnham village hall. 

The only Summer evening we 
have had so far this year saw the 
first Ashwell School Summer 
Ball take place. Many thanks 
to Rosemary and David Smyth 
who let us use Edworth Manor 
Barn for the event on Saturday 9th 
June. It was a marvellous evening, 
that started with an outdoor 
champagne reception on the 
paddock next to Edworth Church. 
Then we had a truly wonderful 
three course dinner, that included 
roast loin of free range pork from 
Farrowby Farm and a delicious 
chocolate log from High Teas and 
Proper Puddings of Ashwell. Chef 
for the night was Gerry Keep who 
did a truly heroic job of providing 

Ashwell School Summer Ball

Heather and Neil Stean, Jo and Dave 
Johnson from Homefield, Hinxworth.

dinner for 136 guests. The 17 waiting staff were all ex-pupils of Ashwell 
Primary School and did a grand job. Headteacher Cliff Jenkinson 
was the very amusing after dinner speaker, and entertainment for the 
evening was provided by Maverick Casinos, and the band “Reloaded”, 
better known as Simon Blake, Howard Jones, Mike Holmes and Martin 
Barrett. Coaches were at 1 am, which was very fortunate as the bar was 
nearly drunk dry by then.  It was a truly great evening that raised nearly 
£2,000 for the new School building. Huge thanks to all who helped 
make it such a fine night.

 Club                        Played        May        June      Total   Points
Hinxworth                   2              7             7                14
Abbey                           2             5             6                 11
Howard                        2              6            4                 10
Hertford                       2              4            5                  9
Green Dragon              2              2             2                  4
Stortford                      2              3             1                  4
Chiltern                       2              1             3                  4

Hinxworth also won their July match away at Hertford. The next 
match is on the 19th August at the Recreation Ground, Hinxworth, at 2 
pm.  Hinxworth versus Stortford. The final match will be an away fixture 
against Chiltern at Aston Clinton in September.
David Osmond

Hertfordshire Archery Summer League

£900 concert
The July 1st concert 
starring Simon Marlow 
and Shulah Oliver and 
The Temple Jazz Trio 
played raised £900 for 
Amnesty International. 
Our thanks to everyone 
concerned.

carpet bowls re-start
Carpet bowls players will be welcomed back when the season starts again 

at 2 pm on Thursday August 9th in Hinxworth Village Hall. If you have 
never played before, why not come along? You will be most welcome.



Village Barbecue and Fun Day makes £1213.... 
The Village Barbecue and Fun Day on July 8th in aid of St Nicholas 

Church, Hinxworth raised £1213.31. In addition over £500 was made 
by other charity stalls: Kasiisi Porridge Project raised £340, the WI 
made £90, and the pottery stall made £60, of which £10 was given to St 
Nicholas Parochial Church Council. Over 150 people had an enjoyable 
afternoon, Linda Butler discovered a new talent for wanging wellies and 
the Editor of Village Voice found he could still shoot an arrow and burst 
target  balloons with an old fashioned long bow. A very big thank you 
to all who helped in any way, especially those brave souls who endured 
the heat and smoke while manning the barbecue.

.....and Teddy Bears‛ Picnic raises £560
A dire weather forecast failed to dampen the spirits of Val Bagnall 

and her helpers on July 15th as they prepared the Teddy Bears Picnic. 
A good crowd of people braved the showers, a cat took shelter under an 
umbrella with just its tail showing, plants, books and videos and cakes 
were sold and the event raised £560 for Amyloidosis Research and The 
Alzheimer Society. Val Bagnall thanks everyone who came and helped 
to make it such a successful event. 



St Mary‛s Church Harvest Supper & Barn Dance 
 Saturday, 22nd September 7 pm in St Mary’s Church, Ashwell. Tickets, 
£10.00; £7.50 concessions; £5.00 children under 14, available from Allan 
Budgen,  01462 742164 and Eileen ten Hove 01462 742746.

Dancing to Tam Lin, Hot supper,Bar, Raffle
Any profit made will go to the Kasiisi Porridge Project in Uganda. The 
project aims to feed primary school children who not only walk many 
miles to school but whose parents cannot afford lunch. The Project is 
concentrating on schools in Kasiisi and Kanywra which lie on the edge 
of the Kibale forest. It costs only about £15.00 per year to give each child 
a daily mug of porridge.

The Project hopes to purchase land suitable for growing crops for 
use in continuing the supply of school  meals thereby ensuring that the 
initiative will become self-sustaining.  

Knights Templar bound

Rosie Lord from Edworth, Jessie Edgar from Newnham, Sophie Knight 
from Hinxworth and Louise Oyston from Caldecote have left Ashwell 
School and will start at Knights Templar School in Baldock next term. 
We wish them well at their new school.

Use Your Voice or Lose Your Choice
The Campaign to Protect Rural England is running a major national 

campaign on the Planning White Paper which is open for consultation 
until 17 August.

Major roads, new airport runways or power stations could be built 
near you - and you will have no say in the decision.  The aim is to make 
the planning system more efficient but proposals in the White Paper will 
benefit big business and developers at the expense of local democracy 
and the countryside. 

little chance for local opinion
The premise is that if a development is good for national economic 
growth then it should be allowed to go ahead with little chance for local 
people to have a say.  The Paper was published on 21st May and can 
be downloaded from www.communities.gov.uk/planningwhitepaper.  
Amongst other things, it proposes the Government will set national 
policy statements for major infrastructure projects covering waste, water 
energy and transport.  The scheme promoter will then lead development 
of a particular infrastructure plan and also carry out the public consulta-
tion.  A newly formed Independent Planning Commission (IPC) will 
hold inquiries on the applications and determine whether a proposal 
can proceed.  In effect: 

• The Government would be able to force through major devel-
opment such as airport runways, wind farms or roads without affected 
people having a proper say or proper consideration of environmental 
impacts

• Supermarkets would not have to prove a need for new out-of-
town stores, which we fear will make it easier for them to build stores 
which could devastate town centres and local businesses, and gobble up 
precious countryside.

government must listen
CPRE wants the Government to rethink its plans.  Decisions on new 
developments must take full account of people’s views and the impact 
on the environment.  CPRE members have received a postcard in their 
latest issue of their Voice magazine which enables them to express their 
concerns. We have a supply of the postcards at CPRE Hertfordshire, tel 
01438 717587, email office@cpreherts.org.uk, www.cpreherts.org.uk  
if you would like to join them. Remember, you have only until 17th 
August to make your views known. 

Welcome, Mark and Jilly Karls

Hearing that the flag of the United States of America had been seen 
flying above buildings in Edworth, Village Voice, consumed by insatiable 
curiosity, had to investigate. I found Mark and Jilly Karls who moved 
here from Minnesota into Lower Farm House in 2006. Mark works in 
electronics while Jilly is employed at the National Hairdressers’ Federa-
tion in Bedford. The flag and the bunting looked very soggy from the 
rain around July 4th but they are both happy to be here. We wish them 
a belated welcome and hope the weather improves!

Two cyclists complete canal ride
Immediately after the Church 
Fun Day on July 8th, two 
cyclists who are both near-
er seventy than sixty, were 
taken to Birmingham where 
the next day they were going 
to start out on the ride they 
had been planning for a year 
which was to cycle from Bir-
mingham to London along the towpath of the Grand Union Canal. 
             On July 14th the two Johns, Cheney and Tookey, reached London 
and were met at the “Swan and Bottle” Inn Uxbridge by their wives 
who helped them celebrate their 132 mile canalside ride in aid of The 
Parkinson’s Disease Society. For more details of this epic journey watch 
this space.

Vince Price, medium and clairvoyant, will be visiting Hinxworth Village 
Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday 1st August 2007.Tickets: £15.00. Vince is 
most friendly and welcomes questions from anyone during the interval. 
Raffle. Tea and coffee available. For information please contact: Brenda  
on 01462  743104.

Medium visits Hinxworth August 1st



Hinxworth Parish Council

continued from columns 1and 2

continued in columns 3 and 4

Minutes of the meeting July 5th in the village hall 
Election of the Chairman: Simon Marlow proposed Dr Martin 

Hoffman be elected as Chairman of the  newly elected Parish Council. 
This was seconded by Les Whitfield. All the other Councillors were in      
agreement. Dr Martin Hoffman accepted the appointment.  

Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes were accepted as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman.

 Matters arising from the minutes: Code of Conduct: The Parish 
Council has agreed to adopt the Code of Conduct. The Standards Board  
of England will be notified as required by law. A notice will be published 
in the local press by North Herts District Council. Tennis Court:  The 
Councillors responsible have arranged for the Tennis Court to be sprayed. 
The area should therefore be clear of weeds within ten days.  At the 
A.G.M. the suggestion was made that those using the court should run 
it as a club. The  Councillors responsible are to speak to current users 
and seek their opinion. 

 Village Hall Refurbishment: The snagging has yet to be completed 
by Conamar.  Village Hall Management Committee: The Parish Council 
has now received the Business Plan from the  Chairman  of the Village 
Hall Management Committee. The Parish Council requires a short 
term and medium term scheduled maintenance programme for the 
Hall, along with an itemised budget. Funds for this should be set aside 
each year under  a ‘Provision for Village Hall Maintenance’ heading in 
the Annual Accounts as a separate provision. The Chairman is to write 
to the Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee on both 
of the above.  

 Planning: Planning Application No 007/00122/1HH – Rear 
Extension 4 High Street Hinxworth SG7 5HQ. Conditional Planning 
has been approved by N.H.D.C. Starter Homes: The Parish Council 
has received a request for the possibility for starter homes to be built in 
the Village. The Councillors discussed this at length and unfortunately 
are unable to pursue this further due to current market forces. Little has 
changed from two years ago when this was discussed during an applica-
tion for planning.  

 Finance: The current financial position was circulated.  Paul Watler is 
to investigate the background to the small dividend receipt. The internal 
auditor Tony Devaney is auditing the accounts for 2006/2007. These 
will be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting. 

 Recreation Ground: Youth Activities: Unfortunately there has been 
no response from the young people for suggestions of  activities they 
would like to have in the Village.  Rospa Report: This has now been 
reviewed. The ‘medium risk’ items are to be rectified as soon as  possible. 
There were no ‘high risk’ items contained within the report.

 Highways: Pot Holes/Condition of Roads:- Please do not forget that 
it is necessary for all road users to contact the Hertfordshire Highways 
Fault Line on 01438-737320 to report a fault. Please when ringing ask 
for a log number of the call.  The Chairman and the Clerk met with Cliff 
Barnaby from Hertfordshire Highways to ‘walk the Village’ with regard 
to the current problems. These were detailed in last month’s minutes and 
will be included in a report by Cliff Barnaby for the necessary work to 
be done by Hertfordshire Highways. The landowner of the area running 
alongside Orchard Lodge, which Cliff Barnaby has notified the Parish 
Council is not owned by Hertfordshire Highways, is to be contacted with 
regard to the flooding. The Clerk is to write David Stutley at Manor Farm. 
She will also write  to Cliff Barnaby in regard to the public footpath in 
the same area being flooded.

 Police Matters: Speed Traps: These  should now have been arranged 
to take place during peak times but appear to be still taking place outside 
these times. The Clerk is to contact Paul Marina.

 Any Other Business:     The Broadband Issue: The Chairman is still 
concerned this issue has not been resolved for certain village  residents. 
He feels the Parish Council needs to contact BT and request what action 

they plan to take. The Clerk is to write to BT.  Environmental Matters: 
Street Lighting: The newly elected Parish Council wants to take on board 
local ‘green issues’ and Councillors are looking at the likelihood of turning 
on/off street lights later/earlier.  As reported sometime ago this is with 
Hertfordshire County Council to advise on the way forward as there is 
a Health and Safety issue. The Chairman put this to the vote and the 
Councillors voted four to one in favour.    Film Show; Ashwell Parish 
Council have initiated the ‘Ashwell Energy Working Group’ and are to 
show Al Gore’s film ‘An Inconvenient Truth’. The Councillors agreed it 
would better for those persons interested to  contact Jane Porter 01462-
743706 and attend the showing of the film in Ashwell.

Date of the Next Meeting: On Thursday August 2nd 2007 at 8.00 
pm in the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 9.05 pm
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

Doc Martin‛s 30 years
Thirty years ago this August  Doctor Mar-

tin Hoffman joined the Ashwell surgery as the 
third partner, having been ‘persuaded’ by Ken 
Heaton who used to anaesthetize for one of 
Martin’s operating lists at the Lister Hospital. 
Prior to this he had been set for a hospital 
career. He trained at Kings College Hospital, 
London, gained a double Fellowship in sur-
gery as well as two similar  qualifications in obstetrics and gynaecology.

Martin has seen a lot of changes in the last 30 years. The doctors 
originally worked from two converted houses, one in Ashwell and one in 
Bassingbourne. There was no appointment system, patients often queued 
in the street. At one time the back door was secured by a piece of wire.

breeze block of a mobile phone
He worked nights and weekends on a rota of one in three. The doctors 
had open access to Royston Hospital and carried out many more home 
deliveries - but overall seemed to have much more time for everything. 
Martin has had some difficulty coming to terms with the present situation 
of no night visits or weekend surgeries. Patients’ understanding of what 
constitutes an emergency have changed considerably too. In the early 
days Martin didn’t have a mobile phone, and when he did it was the size 
of a breeze block. One early piece of advice we were given was to make 
sure we had a microwave oven and video recorder to avoid all the ruined 
meals and disturbed evenings. The practice now has two purpose-built 
surgeries, computerisation and medical activity throughout the day.

tower inspection despite hating heights
Martin has been a member of Health Authorities and Primary Care 
Trusts for nearly all of his 30 years in the area. He was Chairman of 
Hertfordshire’s General Practitioners for 10 years. He has served on both 
Ashwell and Hinxworth Parish Councils as well as on Ashwell Parochial 
Church Council when he well remembers having to inspect the top of 
the church tower. Martin hates heights.

privilege to be a GP
He sees the downside of medicine today as being the constant ill thought 
out NHS changes, bureaucracy, the tick box culture and huge increases in 
management. In the 70s and 80s the whole Hertfordshire Family Health 
Authority was run by one Chief Executive and 15 staff. Martin has never 
opposed change provided it is always for the benefit of patient care. He 
considers it a privilege to be a family doctor and to have the trust of his 
patients. He continues to charge through life with as much enthusiasm 
as ever.  
Jenny Hoffman
Village Voice congratulates Martin on his first 30 years and wishes him 
well for the future. Please note changes to Ashwell surgery phone numbers 
detailed on page 1.



Sunday 5th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 12th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 19th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 26th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
            9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday Sept 2nd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Church Services - AugustOn the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: fool1@tiscali.co.uk

 copy date 
Please send all copy and pic-
tures for September Village 
Voice to Patrick Forbes, 18 
Francis Road, Hinxworth, 
Herts. SG7 5HL,  email to  
fool1@tiscali.co.uk by Au-
gust 20th.  If you miss the 
deadline, it’s always worth 
ringing 01462 742015. I will 
try to squeeze late copy in.

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office 
on Thursdays August 9th and 23rd from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

Village Walk
Join us for a stimulating walk 
through the countryside and a 
pub lunch on Friday August 24th. 
Meet at 10.30 am outside the 
Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth. All 
welcome, especially newcomers.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Soup Lunch
This month’s soup lunch will be 
served on Friday August 10th in 
the Village Hall, Francis Road, 
Hinxworth from 12.30 pm until 2 
pm. Best talk, soup and puddings 
for miles around. Prove us wrong!

There will be a Neighbourhood Watch Meeting for area  ‘G4E’ 
including Hinxworth, Newnham & Caldecote on 15th August 2007 at 
8pm in the Parish Room, Ashwell.

Neighbourhood Watch Meeting

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 

Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

small ads
These are always welcome, free, subject to space. Contact the 
Editor who will be delighted to help.

A crime that is gathering speed in other areas is vehicle theft. Most 
vehicles that are less than 12 years old have engine immobilisers fitted. 
The crooks find it almost impossible to steal vehicles without the keys. 
It can even take a trained mechanic a considerable amount of time to 
start your vehicle without the keys. 

Please look after your keys. If a vehicle is stolen with keys some insur-
ance companies will not pay out.

The most popular ways of stealing vehicles:-
Entering your house when you are asleep. The offenders break into 

your house in the hours of darkness; search cloakrooms, coats, handbags 
etc., then take keys for  the cars that are parked on your drive or outside 
your house.

When you fill your vehicle up with fuel. Please do not leave the keys 
in your vehicle when you pay for the fuel. We do have a lot of vehicles 
stolen in situations like this. It is a real gift for the thief -  they have the 
keys and you have just filled it up with fuel. My advice  is to sleep with 
your keys.

bluetooth-assisted crime
Ever wondered how offenders break into one car in a car park with 100 
plus vehicles in and pick the one with a laptop computer or mobile phone 
in it? They can use a Bluetooth enabled mobile phone. This is how of-
fenders do it (very basically). They set a mobile phone to search for other 
Bluetooth enabled devices.  The phone then searches and identifies other 
devices at a range of  up to 10 metres in the open and 2 metres if in a 
car. They can fine tune the search so it almost acts as a direction indica-
tor. Not only does it tell them where the laptop is, it tells the make and 
model! This will also work on other Bluetooth enabled devices.

For this to work all devices have to be on or in standby mode.  If your 
devices are fully off, this procedure will not work.

Be warned! Don’t leave valuables in your car unattended.

Vehicle thefts

Home Compost Bins
North Herts. District Council are 
making available composter bins, 220 
litre @ £8 and 330 litre @ £10 with 
free delivery. Also a kitchen caddy bin 
is on offer for £2  when a compost bin 
is purchased.

 To order any of the above 
please ring 0845-0770757 quoting 
reference HCA1 or alternatively 
visit www.recyclenow.org.uk
Wendy Kitchener
Free monitor offer 

18” computer monitor available, 
less than two years old, in full 
working order.  Further details 
from Lance on 01462 742987.

Party in the Park
Thank you to all who made the 

event such a success; those who 
helped make it happen and those 
of you who came - even if I was 
panicking a week before that no-
one was coming! It’s always helpful 
to know a little in advance, it helps 
with the planning. The weather of 
course was amazing considering 
what it could have been like and 
we made a fantastic £1800 in the 
end. So thanks again.

Found in the clearing up: a 
rather nice man’s ring – see me if 
you think it’s yours!

 Village Hall Booking
If we are not in, please call at Sha-
ron Dawson’s, 14 Francis Road  or 
ring  01462  743092. Thanks. 

Seeds found
Found in the Village Hall: lots of 
packets of seeds – if yours, please 
see me.  If no one claims them then 
I just might be tempted to grow 
them next year!
Eltham last chance

Last call for anyone who want to 
join us on the Village Outing Wed 
29th Aug to Eltham Palace and 
Down House (London) cost max 
£24.50 call me on 01462 742505, 
There are still some spaces available 
on the coach. 
Sylvia Scales

The Train Crash
Screaming metal, violent shak-

ing and clouds of grey dust. The 
express train had been smashed 
into and I had been sitting at the 
point of impact. But moments 
before, I had changed my seat. In 
the devastation I was unharmed. 
I felt my life had been saved for 
a purpose. Only gradually did it 
dawn on me what this might be. 
– ordination to ministry in the 
Church of England. This is the 
hinge that opens my story called 
‘Son of Encouragement’.

hospice benefits
Ten per cent of the proceeds of sell-
ing my book are to go to Garden 
House Hospice in Letchworth, 
and ten percent to Khandelight, 
a charity providing clean water, 
sanitation and better housing for 
villagers in the poverty stricken 
Khandel region in India. 

The book is available from 
me;  my phone number is 01763 
853079. The book costs  £9.95 
plus £1 postage.
Ray Williams


