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Village Voice

Broadband Problems? BT or me? 
What a nightmare when the internet connection goes wrong……for 
most of us it means embarking on a journey that is the equivalent of 
driving at night without headlights! Once upon a time, anything to 
do with the phone lines could safely be assumed to be BT’s problem! 
It was possible to dial 150 and get a bloke out to fix it and the most 
stress suffered was whether he was going to call in the morning or the 
afternoon! Not any more! 

unravelling spaghetti
We, in common with other Hinxworth residents have been suffering 
intermittent internet connection failure. It is a real problem as I work 
from home and the children rely on the internet for essential life support 
such as iTunes and Runescape! Now this is not a technically backward 
household – we have degrees in Computer Science and Electronic 
Engineering, visiting relatives who work in computers and that most 
useful technical aid, teenagers! Even this amassed expertise couldn’t fix 
the problem. Calls to BT and our internet provider left me on the verge 
of some expensive equipment replacement, having convinced me that 
the problem must be with us. Nobody will act until you have carried 
out a series of test/checks that can seem intimidating to the technically 
disadvantaged, and in my case, involved unravelling the equivalent of a 
pan of spaghetti in cables!  It was only after a chance conversation that 
I realised that the telephone problems being written about in VV were 
actually broadband problems, and that we were not alone! 

trouble with BT
I perservered and my internet service has now been restored as has Simon 
Marlow’s and Judy King’s. We each have a different internet provider, 
and our problems started at similar times so it must be safe to assume 
that the problem was with BT who own the lines. In which case other 
Hinxworth residents may well be experiencing similar issues.  If  you  
suffered  regular Broadband problems in the last two months of last year, 
do call me on 01462 742917 or Simon on 742268. If there are sufficient 
numbers we will consider collective action. We can also talk you through 
what you need to do to get your Internet provider to take action.
Jo Johnson 

Link with Chejika School, Lilongwe, Malawi
Collections at the end of Ashwell School’s Christmas plays raised 

£445.71 for their  twin school in Malawi. The money, already transferred 
to Chejika School’s account, will go some way towards helping them to 
complete the building work for their library. At the current exchange rate 
the money amounts to 125,244.51 Malawi Kwachas, which sounds very 
encouraging indeed! As we went to press, Ashwell School was making a 
collection of  shoes for  the children at Chejika School, whose head teacher  
Mr Banda said the pupils were really excited by the prospect. Ashwell’s 
Chejika School contact Felister Mkwaila reported that a container lorry 
was leaving the UK at the end of January for Lilongwe. Ashwell Head Cliff 
Jenkinson said. “The lorry will also be carrying the books we collected 
some time ago, 2 computers and we hope lots of pairs of shoes.”

Neighbourhood Watch Meeting Jan 31
Yes, I know it’s February’s Voice, but all being well it will be with you in 

time to remind you of this important meeting at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 
January 31st in the Parish Room, Swan Street, Ashwell. All welcome. 
Parish Councillors and Crime Prevention people will be there.

100,000 More Houses for Herts? 
Campaigners fear that the number of houses demanded for Hertfordshire 
in the East of England Plan could be as many as 100,000. CPRE-The 
Hertfordshire Society have studied Ruth Kelly’s proposals for house build-
ing in the East of England following the long Examination in Public of 
the Plan last year. They conclude that the total number of houses destined 
for Hertfordshire will be far in excess of the published figure of 83,200 
and could go up to 100,000.

CPRE Honorary Director Kevin FitzGerald says,“Ruth Kelly’s propos-
als are in a long and complex document which we read and re-read to 
try to make sense of it for our members.  We discovered that the figure 
of 83,200 excludes the expansion of Harlow into East Hertfordshire, 
which could be at least 10,000 houses; nor does it include any that might 
result from the threatened expansion of Luton into North Hertfordshire, 
which again could be in the thousands.”

attack on quality of life
“This plan involves loss of countryside, increased congestion, huge strain 
on the infrastructure particularly water.  It is a severe attack on quality of 
life in Hertfordshire.  The public are in theory being consulted but few 
have seen the document and those who have find it nigh impossible to 
understand.  What sort of public consultation is that?  Nevertheless it is 
vital that people have a say in their future. Well over 20,000 responded 
to the first draft of the Plan. Wouldn’t it be good if 100,000 from Hert-
fordshire were to respond to this final draft, one for each new dwelling we 
may be faced with? You have until 9 March to make your voice heard.”

respond to this nonsense
“To help you, we have produced a set of bullet point responses and all 
the information people need to make an informed response.  These are 
available on our website, www.cpreherts.org.uk or call us on 01438 
717587 for a hard copy.  So crucial is this consultation to our work of 
protecting the Hertfordshire countryside that we are making the bullet 
points available free of charge.  We will also be holding a public meeting 
in mid-February to make sure members of the public get a clear explana-
tion of the issues involved.”    



Hinxworth & Edworth WI
     Hertfordshire Village of the Year (sponsored by Calor in association 
with Hertfordshire County Council and the Hertfordshire Mercury) 
celebrates and encourages village life. It is organized in Hertfordshire 
by CPRE – The Hertfordshire Society (CPRE stands for campaign 
to Protect Rural England). Categories are: Environment/Best Kept 
Village, Business, Younger People, Older People, Community Life 
and Information Communication Technology. Each carries a plaque 
and a cash prize.  You can enter as many or as few as you wish.  Any 
enthusiastic individuals or groups can co-ordinate an entry, providing it 
is countersigned by your Parish Clerk/Chairman.  

This year, by popular request, the environment category has been 
expanded to include Best Kept Village.  We have an exciting new prize: 
a commemorative tree, kindly donated by Majestic Trees of Flamstead.  
Waitrose Welwyn Garden City has donated our runner up prize of a 
planter entirely made from recycled carrier bags. 

we could win £12,500
What’s in it for your village? The possibility of winning up to £12,500 
at national level.  There are also some exciting prizes at county level.    
Perhaps more important is the ‘value added’: a chance to pull the village 
together, find out what goes on, what you do well and what you can 
do better; the opportunity to meet people from other villages and pool 
ideas. The deadline for entries is May 3. 

There is also a Children’s Poster Competition, sponsored by Art Van 
Go of Knebworth. All village primary schools are invited to enter. This 
year’s theme is My Village and the deadline for entries is 24 April.

 Hertfordshire’s Village of the Year - it could be yours. For further 
information and an entry form call Jo Simson on 01438 717587 or visit  
www.cpreherts.org.uk

Village of the Year 2007

Join our Multi-Venue Village Quiz 
 Host your own supper quiz and enjoy a terrifically entertaining 

evening.  In October 2006 we held our first multi venue quiz - and what 
fun it was.  Over 90 people in 11 houses participated, raising nearly £500 
for our Village Hall.

pool your wits
We are now preparing our 2007 Quiz. Put the date in your diary: Saturday 
October 20th 2007. As a participating household you will host a light 
supper for a group of friends, each of whom makes a donation towards 
the Village Hall funds. You pool your wits and general knowledge to beat 
competing teams around the area. All teams submit their answers to a 
group of quiz markers and the results will be given the same evening.

Once again funds raised will go towards our Village Hall. If you want 
more information or would like to register as a participating house-
hold, please call either Heather or Michael on 01767 315094 or email 
royal_penguin@hotmail.com  Thanks.
Michael Baim

Did you know  that there is a group of about twenty people who 
regularly get together to paint in Hinxworth?

The Hinxworth Art Society meets on Wednesday mornings 10-1  
normally in the warmth and comfort of the Village Hall. In the summer 
months, we  meet to paint around the village.

a monthly tutor
In addition to doing our own arty things on these occasions, thanks to 
a dedicated and hardworking committee, we have a full programme of 
events throughout the year. A visiting tutor once a month - an occasional 
Saturday workshop with  respected artists - group visits to art events, 
etc. We also have our own Biennial where work is exhibited in the Vil-
lage Hall this spring, details on the back page. We are expanding a small 
library of books, videos and DVDs for members. 

try us for two weeks
So if you think that you might like to pursue this fascinating and re-
warding pastime in the company of friendly and enthusiastic people, 
come along to the Village Hall for a couple of weeks to see if the HAS 
is for you!

van goghs welcome
Whether you are a complete beginner or at a level where you are con-
templating cutting off your ear - come along, you will enjoy it.
Gordon Hayden 01462 742554

Is HAS for you?

Parish Council notes    (continued from page three columns 1& 2)
 Parking on the Grass Verge in Francis Road: N.H.D.C. have yet to 

inform the Parish Council if the land at the side of the end bungalow 
in Francis Road belongs to the District Council. The Councillors were 
waiting for this reply before writing to Mr Lacey to see if the vehicle and 
trailer belong to him. As there has been no response from N.H.D.C as 
yet the Councillors asked the Clerk to write to Mr Lacey. 

 Any Other Business: Annual General Meeting: To be held in the 
Village Hall on March 22nd 2007 at 8.00 pm. The meeting is to be held 
earlier this year due to the Elections in May. 

 Date of the next meeting:  on Thursday 1st February 2007. 8pm 
in The Village Hall. 

 The meeting closed at 9.15pm.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

In January 2007 we began the year with a talk by Runnalls Davis 
with the intriguing title ‘The Idle Women’. We were soon enlightened.  
During World War Two so many men left the Inland Waterways to join 
the forces many canal boats were left unmanned.  A voluntary scheme 
was presented to the government suggesting that women should take 
over.  A group of ladies, many middle class and often eccentric, took 
on the job.  Far from idle the women worked extremely hard, handling 
boats carrying coal,stone and loose cement for very long hours and low 
wages.  When the girls first appeared many boatmen did not approve 
but they soon became a familiar sight on the canals.  

idle women or Inland Waterways
The reason they were called ‘Idle Women’ was because they wore badges 
with the letters I.W. standing for Inland Waterway.  This scheme ran for 
four years and the women felt it was their contribution to the war effort 
albeit a small one.  It was an interesting talk on a subject new to many 
of us, illustrated with slides, many photos over 60 years old.

february birthday bash
 Next month is the birthday party on February 8th at 7 for 7.30 pm.  
The speaker is Peter Chapman retired head of Knights Templar School.  
The buffet supper is being provided by Casino Caterers so the food will 
be excellent. 

 On February 15th there is a card-making class in the village hall cost 
£2, which includes all materials and refreshments.  Members and non-
members welcome, 7.30 to 9.30 pm.  Put your name down by ringing 
Carol Cheney on 01462 742602
Jean M Brown

service times agreed
At a joint meeting of the Parochial 

Church Councils on January 16th, 
members voted almost unanimously 
to keep the new service times which 
have been trialled for the past eight 
months. An analysis of the feedback 
from parishioners can be seen on www.
stmarysashwell.org.uk

midsummer revels
 This event, also known as  

Party in the Park has been sched-
uled for Saturday June 30th. Keep  
this date free. Anyone who has 
an inclination to perform even 
if only for a few minutes please 
contact impresario Sylvia Scales 
on 01462 742505. 



Hinxworth Parish Council 

continued on page two columns 1& 2

Kids‛ Club
Kids’ Club was started  

three years ago by Hinxworth’s 
Wendy Hepburn and an Ash-
well Mum Helen Bright. I 
went to ask Wendy about it. 
“We each had two children 
of the same age, we were both 
working. We realized that once 
they were old enough to leave 
Gloria’s Day Nursery there 
was no childcare provision in the village. We set up the club to provide 
childcare for our own personal needs, realizing that it would help others. 
We employed two women and hired the village hall in Ashwell which 
we used for two years. 

hopes for a home at school
Kids’ Club has grown and we have over 100 on the register and we employ 
from two to four women on a rota basis. We usually have between 8 to 
16 children there after school, from 3.15 pm until 6 pm. Holiday Club, 
which opens during half terms and school holidays at Ashwell School 
for a minimum of five children, runs from 8.45 am to 6 pm. We’re now 
based at the Parish Room due to the refurbishment of Ashwell Village 
Hall. The main reason we didn’t return there was the Ofsted requirement 
that toilets should be enclosed. At the hall they are public toilets so for 
the first two years we had to organise for the children to be chaperoned, 
which meant having to employ an extra member of staff .  The School 
is our preferred site and the proposed enlargement of the school makes 
provision for Kids’ Club.”

start up help
“We had to draw up a business plan. 
We went to a workshop run by ‘Young 
in Herts’ to help us to do that, learning 
about marketing, budgets, accounts 
and estimates for a three year plan. We 
received funding from the Lottery New 
Opportunities Fund to operate for a year. 
Thereafter we had to be self sufficient. We 
have applied for any funding available, 
we’ve been helped by the Henry Colbron Trust each year. In our first year 

I spent an average of ten hours 
a week on Club business. That’s 
reduced to maybe four hours a 
month now. We  have an admin 
manager to do the work that 
Helen and I did. Although our 
circumstances have changed 
and we use the Club less than 
we did, it remains a valuable 
asset for the community.

We try to organize a lot of activities and we pay attention to the nutri-
tional needs of the children. We offer healthy snacks and food. During 
Holiday Club we have had themed activities, a Science Week, a Keep 
Fit club. We have agreement to use Knights Templar netball area subject 
to reasonable weather conditions. The best thing is that we now have a 
well used service to the community that wasn’t there three years ago.” 
Alexander Hepburn, aged 9, said, “We have lots of games, we have 
snacks, we can do homework if we have any.”  Six year old Isobel added, 
“I like the outings, we’ve been to the park, we went to see the birds at 
the RSPB at Sandy where Daddy works.” As I left, Wendy told me that 
in three years’ time she hopes to see a youth club up and running in 
Hinxworth. Great.

 Minutes of the meeting 4th January 2007 in the Village Hall
 Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes were accepted as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman.
 Matters arising from the minutes: Telephones: With regard to the 

properties in Arnolds Lane and possibly Chapel Street experiencing an 
intermittent severing of their connection with British Telecom, the Parish 
Council has been notified of only two householders having problems. 
They have notified B.T. on their own behalf. The Parish Council there-
fore will only  pursue the case with B.T. if they are notified by further 
residents of persisting problems.  

 Village Hall: Programme for Refurbishment: Since last month’s 
meeting the Chairman has spoken with Geoff Burrows regarding the 
settling of the outstanding issues. These are to be dealt with at a meet-
ing between the Parish Council, Geoff Burrows, Conamar and Eades 
Hotwani.  Geoff Burrows will notify the Parish Council within two weeks 
of the date of the meeting. Harry King wishes to attend the meeting as 
in his opinion Geoff Burrows and the Architects did a very good job 
but he was unhappy with some aspects of the project. The Chairman   
reminded him the contract signed by the Parish Council with the Builders 
is that the Architects, Eades Hotwani authorised payment as they had 
done in Architects Certificate 6. Geoff Burrows has indicated  there are  
enough funds in the retention figure to cover the outstanding issues.    
The Chairman then made it quite clear that during the Village Hall 
refurbishment programme, especially near the completion date, he had 
to make urgent decisions, these often could not wait until the next Parish 
Council meeting. These decisions sometimes had to be made without 
the full agreement with all the Parish Councillors. This was due to one 
Councillor being unavailable for two weeks and another who was not 
available due to moving house, leaving just three.  The Councillors he 
had consulted had agreed with his decisions.

At this point the Chairman offered his resignation as he felt his 
authority was being undermined by the constant, and somewhat unrea-
sonable arguments. The questions that needed urgent attention during 
the Building Contract duration had been dealt with the advice of the 
professionals engaged on the project. The Councillors were all in agree-
ment they would definitely not accept the Chairman’s resignation. It was 
therefore agreed the outstanding issues would be discussed at the meeting 
to be arranged by Geoff Burrows. 

Village Hall Management Committee: The Chairman and Parish 
Councillors are concerned the minutes of the VHMC. November 8th 
being received by the Parish Council approximately six weeks after the 
meeting date.  The Parish Council also requested a copy of the Business 
Plan for the Village Hall along with copies of all other statutory require-
ments such as Health and Safety regulations. The Chairman asked the 
Clerk to ask the VHMC Chairman to add the above items to the agenda 
of the VHMC meeting on January 10th.

 Planning: Land to the Rear of the Cottages off High Street: The 
Parish  Council has received the ‘Notice of Appeal’ after the N.H.D.C 
had refused planning for this development.  The Parish Council decision 
on the application remains ‘no objection’ but ‘not actively’ supporting 
the application. The Councillors asked the Clerk to contact N.H.D.C. 
as at present they are unable to ascertain N.H.D.C’s  policy on backland 
development they are unable to make further comment. 

 Recreation Ground: The Tennis Court: The persons entitled to 
use the tennis court during the 2007 season remain as in the previous 
minutes.    

 Youth Activities: Harry King has yet to contact manufacturers of 
Sports Equipment. Following the meeting the Clerk has spoken to Stuart 
Izzard N.H.D.C Community Development Officer. He will contact Harry 
King to help with funding and to compile a programme for the Recreation 
Ground Sports Activities for the young people of the Village. 

Patrick Forbes



Sunday 4th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 11th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 18th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 25th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
            9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Church ServicesOn the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: fool1@tiscali.co.uk

  Our Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer is Vee Halimana on 01462 
425010, email novuyo.halimana@herts.pnn.police.uk. Our Secretary and 
Community Safety Coordinator is Angela Clark on 01462 425033. Our 
Crime Prevention Officer is Mark Montgomery on  01462 425043. My 
phone number is 01438 757924 for mid to long term problems. Ring 
0845 33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a 
couple of hours, 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a 
crime and for Hare Coursing. 
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk. 
tracy.kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

contact us

Complicated copy date details
Due to the disgraceful habit of staff taking winter holidays, please send all 
copy and pictures for March Village Voice to Ed Thorn, 5 Francis Road, 
Hinxworth SG7 5HL or edwinthorn@msn.com until February 14th. 
Thereafter please send them to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth 
SG7 5HL , email fool1@tiscali.co.uk by February 20th . 

The  Mobile Police Station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays February 8th  and 22nd from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

Soup Lunch
Join us for an amazingly varied 
choice of soups and puddings, 
with coffee or tea, on Friday Febru-
ary  9th in Hinxworth Village Hall 
from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. Last 
month’s treacle tart was the best 
ever tasted by the Editor.

Village Walk
The next village walk will be on 
Friday February 23rd, weather per-
mitting. Meet at 10.30 am at The 
Three Horseshoes, High Street, 
Hinxworth. We have been told 
that serious walkers don’t mind the 
weather. Ask us if we care!

mobile police station

Short Mat Bowling
Since our new Village Hall has been opened, some have noticed that the 
extended floor area is now large enough to accommodate the game or 
sport of Short Mat Bowling or Carpet Bowls as it is sometimes known. 
Further investigations are being carried out with other Short Mat teams 
in the area which will hopefully result in the game coming to Hinxworth 
in the not too distant future. Watch this space for progress reports  and 
the calling of a meeting for all those interested.
John Tookey

Thorns Farm sadness
Maybe the people who use the footpath might notice things are a little 

quieter at Thorns Farm, Hinxworth, now. Mr Mole my lovely old horse 
died on 11th December and our darling Tilly, our beautiful Springer 
Spaniel died on Christmas Day. As if that wasn’t sufficiently sad, our cat 
Ollie, aged 7, died a week before Christmas.
Kate Webber 

Mobile phones always seem to be a prime target for crooks. However 
there is a serial number on the phone that will make them useless. You 
must retrieve this number yourself and store it and in the unlucky event 
that your phone is lost or stolen give this number to your phone provider 
and they can turn the phone off, making it useless to the offenders. To 
get this number press *#06#  and it will appear.

dna catches crooks
As a wildlife officer I receive information about wildlife offences that 
have taken place in other police forces. I believe the following will show 
you how fast DNA is becoming a useful tool in our arsenal against all 
crime. A rural police officer received a call from a local farmer. He had 
found a badger sett dug up on his land and there was a dead badger 
nearby. The police attended and found an empty drink tin at the scene. 
The tin was sent to a forensic department and a DNA match from it 
identified a male who had been dealt with for shoplifting a year earlier. 
The policeman went and found him, and the fellow ended up in court 
and was convicted of the offence — a good result.

e-mail newsletter available
I do publish a larger newsletter sent via e-mail. If you would like to receive 
this, please e-mail me with your name address and phone number and 
I will put you on the distribution list.

work together to combat crime
This monthly newsletter is intended to raise awareness of crime in our 
area and what steps can be taken to reduce it. If we know what is going 
on, are alert to it, share information and work together, we will all stand 
a better chance of preventing crime or tracing those responsible for it. 
Please pass my e-mail address to your friends and neighbours and I will 
include them in the distribution list.

Not all crimes that have occurred appear on this newsletter as it is 
always up to the injured party if they wish them to be published.

Got your number?

Hinxworth and District Art Exhibition
Our biannual Art Exhibition and Sale of Work will take place this 

year on the 28th and 29th April. As before, work can be in any medium, 
paint, wood, stone, or fabric but not craft items.

The exhibition is open to all ages and entries will be accepted from all 
five local villages and surrounding area, family members included. You do 
not have to be affiliated to any club or organisation.This is a fund-raising 
event and proceeds will go to the Village Hall Refurbishment Fund. So 
it’s time to dust off those works of art lurking in the loft. Full details and 
application forms will be delivered during March. 

 The gale force winds on New Year’s Eve brought down one of the 
largest and arguably oldest trees in the district. The 80ft high old oak, 
with a trunk nearly six feet in diameter, stood in the large horse paddock 
at Lower Farm, Edworth. Colin Cree estimated the tree to be some 300 
years old and its roots were home to dozens of rabbit warrens. King James 
II was likely gasping his last breath as this small sapling was putting down 
its roots in the early 18th century. Sorry to see it go, but it will make 
lovely logs for the fire.
Sonja Bentley

Gale fells Edworth oak

picture by Sonja Bentley


