
A “winter’s scene” was the subject of a recent workshop tutored by 
local artist, James Willis, who was back in Hinxworth for the third time 
due to popular demand.  Not all artists can teach – but James can!  He 
demonstrated various methods for producing a ‘snow effect’ and showed 
how a colourful painting can be produced by using just three or four 
colours in different strengths.  The 18 participants thoroughly enjoyed 
the day having been encouraged by James to produce their own indi-
vidual paintings following his guidelines.  Anyone wishing to join the 
Art group, or to visit, would be most welcome on Wednesday mornings 
or Tuesday evenings.
Betty Thorn 01462 742858

Art Workshop was a Class Act

James Willis helps puzzled pupils

As their part of the Christmas 
festivities the children of Ashwell 
Primary School performed a musical 
play based on the life of Dick Whit-
tington, a country boy who left a 
village much like medieval Ashwell 
to find fame and fortune in London. 
As the programme pointed out Dick 
soon found that not everyone in Lon-
don was prosperous, or as kind and welcoming as he had imagined. He too 
had his “no room at the inn moments” like Mary and Joseph of old

During his wanderings Dick befriended a cat and both were eventu-
ally taken in by the wealthy Fitzwarren family. Years later on a trip to 
Morocco, sponsored by his benefactor, Dick’s cat made a fortune for his 
friend by banishing the rats from the Sultan’s palace.

As usual, most of the children had a part to play in this ingenious 
production, from village children and London street sellers to sailors and 
harem girls. The latter, dressed in colourful costumes, entertained the 
Sultan and his guests with an exotic eastern dance.

The principal character in the play, Dick Whittington, was played in 
time honoured pantomime tradition by a girl, Alice Wood of Dunton 
ably assisted by the cat played by Louise Oyston from Caldecote. 

The children and teachers were warmly applauded at the end and the 
audience was asked, as a mark of their appreciation, to contribute to a 
retiring collection in aid of the Chejika School in Lilongwe, Malawi.
Ed Thorn

The Ashwell Whittington

Hinxworth Archers Celebrate
Hinxworth Archers held their annual Christmas Dinner at the Vil-

lage Hall last Friday 8th December. The event was a good excuse to get 
the members together with their partners to celebrate the past year’s 
achievements and to award medals to those who had excelled themselves 
at various tournaments during the summer.

pinnacles of success
The main achievement was to win the Hertfordshire County Summer 
League in which Hinxworth, the smallest club in the County, won all 
their five league matches against the best clubs in Hertfordshire. Away 
wins over Green Dragon (Stevenage),Chiltern (Buckland), Howard 
(Welwyn), and Rickmansworth, also a magnificent home win against 
Hertford were the pinnacles of our success during 2006. The County 
Trophy and individual medals will be awarded to us at the Hertfordshire 
Indoor Championships at St Albans in February 2007.

archery by post
In the Selby National Postal leagues, Hinxworth finished in top spot in 
division 4 with wins over Preston Lancs., Wilford, Notts., West Windsor, 
Berks., Hall Lane, Leics., and Melton Mowbray, Leics. 

Chairman Bob Scales awarded winners’ medals which were presented 
to Gaynor Hutchison, Joe Privett, Alan Townsend, Ashley Pay, John 
Knight, Tim Ecclestone, and Ben Rayner.

Grateful thanks to all members that made the evening so enjoyable, 
especially Jerry & Edna Keep and Marianne for the delicious food. 
Marion & Derek Bridgewater for the Chinese raffle, decorations and table 
arrangements. Chairman, Bob Scales for the cunningly clever “picture 
quiz” . Viv Hughes for the “Ode”and the “Hinxworth Hookers” for an 
archery version of “Lili Marlene”. Not forgetting Marianne & David for 
all the other bits and pieces.

Village Voice wishes you a happy New Year

It would be churlish not to start the year without thanking all those 
who distribute Village Voice throughout the year, Matthew Heaton and 
colleagues at Wormald Burrows who print the Voice, Richard Floyd who 
printed us in colour last month, assistant editor Ed Thorn, and Katie 
Scales who is working with the Voice as part of her community service 
element of the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award Scheme, and all those 
who have written or sent us photographs. Thank you, one and all.

Voicing our thanks

Choose your film
Reggie Fair suggested at the 

December film night that read-
ers of Village Voice might like 
to nominate the film they would 
most like to see shown in Hinx-
worth’s newest cinema, the Village 
Hall. If you are dying to see the 
Marx Brothers in “Duck Soup”, 
Charlton Heston in “Ben Hur”, 
“Gone with the Wind” or, brave 
souls, “The Sound of Music”, 
drop a note or an email to Village 
Voice and we’ll see that your choice 
finds its way to film supremo Ian 
Wilkinson. Better yet, contact him 
direct on 01462 742146.

Greeting card scheme
As Village Voice went to press, 

we learned that 31 families had 
taken part in Janet Fair’s alterna-
tive Christmas card scheme. Thus 
far some £368 plus £87 from Gift 
Aid had been raised for the Garden 
House Hospice, Letchworth. £150 
plus £38 Gift Aid had been ear-
marked for The Leprosy Mission. 
So, with some money still to be 
contributed, some £643 had been 
raised for these two good causes. 
Thanks to everyone involved.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI 
are having a Card Making  evening 
on Thursday 15th February 2007 
in the Village Hall from 7.30 to 
9.30.pm. All villagers and friends 
are welcome. There is a charge of 
£2 per person which includes cof-
fee or tea and biscuits. All equip-
ment and materials supplied free.

 We would be grateful for 
some idea as to numbers, so if you 
would like to reserve a place please 
telephone Carol Cheney on 01462 
742602 or Marion Bridgewater on 
01767 318449

Card making 
Reliable 21 year old with own 
transport and several years’  expe-
rience.  References available. Call 
Sian on 07939 199976. Available 
all week except Thursday.

babysitting

Late running Grapevine
Mark Jarman’s popular wine col-
umn will return in February’s 
Village Voice. An earlier deadline 
for this edition and pressure of 
work around Christmas were re-
sponsible for its non appearance 
for which we  apologize.

small ads work
Within hours of December’s Voice 
appearing, a small ad was answered 
and a wardrobe supplied.



Hinxworth Parish Council 

Hinxworth & Edworth WI

Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council continued in columns 3 & 4

Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th December 2006 
 Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes were amended then ac-

cepted as a correct record and  signed by the Acting Chairman.
 Matters arising from the minutes:  Street Lighting: The Parish 

Council has been notified the scheme is at present ‘on hold’ pending 
health and safety issues.  

Telephones: With regard to the properties in Arnolds Lane and 
possibly Chapel Street experiencing an intermittent severing of their 
connection with BT, the Parish Council has not been notified by the 
residents of their actions to rectify this problem. Or even if the residents 
require the Parish Council to write to B.T on their behalf.

 Village Hall: Programme for Refurbishment: At the last Parish 
Council meeting it was agreed to withhold £5000.00 plus Vat from the 
final certificate No 6. This was because there are still issues outstanding 
in respect of the ‘extra’ items included. Subsequent to the meeting and 
with the recommendation of Eades Hotwani  the payment was made. 
The outstanding issues are to be resolved prior to the final retention of 
2.5% being released.  Harry King stated he is disappointed this payment 
was made without the full consent of the Parish Council. Simon Marlow 
reminded him the retention sum is in excess of the £5000.The conten-
tious figure is now approximately £1600.00. This is £1000.00 for the 
emergency lighting, omitted from  the priced tender and £600.00 for the 
extra cost of toilet pans  that differed from the specification.        The Par-
ish Council is now awaiting a response to their letters of 13th November 
2006 to Conamar and  Eades Hotwani. It is expected both of them will 
liaise with Geoff Burrows to come to a satisfactory conclusion.   

 Planning: Land to the Rear of the Cottages off High Street: Since 
North Hertfordshire District Council refused planning permission for 
this Planning Application, Harry King requested a copy of the Plan-
ning Departments report on their recommendation for the decision. 
Back Land Development:  The Parish Council has received details from 
N.H.D.C that there are no hard and fast rules regarding such develop-
ment. Tudor Oaks Inn : The Enforcement Officer from Bedfordshire 
County Council has visited the site. He was assured by the owner that 
the laser/strobe lighting was a ‘one off’ for the re-opening of Tudor Oaks. 
The advice from the enforcement officer, to the Parish Council is that 
should any further lighting displays take place he should be notified.  

 Eshcarin New Inn Road: Single storey annex to provide independent 
living accommodation for an elderly relative. The Parish Council has no 
objection to this application. 

 Recreation Ground:  The Tennis Court: The persons entitled to use 
the tennis court during the 2006 season still remains as in the previous 
minutes.  Youth Activities: Harry King has received no response to his 
request from the youngsters in the Village to contact him for items of 
sports equipment, for their use, to be installed on the recreation ground. 
He intends to obtain a quote for football equipment and a basketball 
net. Gary Gover Southern Rural Development Officer from North 
Hertfordshire District Council to be approached for funding.

 Highways: Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: Do not forget please 
it is necessary for all road users to contact the Hertfordshire Highways 
Fault Line – 01438-737320 to report a fault. Please when ringing ask 
for a log number of the call.   The items recorded in last month’s min-
utes that have now been rectified are as follows: -The sewer in Chapel 
Street – now not applicable; The Pot Holes throughout the Village and 
the roads leading to the Village. - almost completed. The Francis Road 
drains. - Completed; the weeds in Francis Road. - completed; The gully 
under Ashwell Road at Bury End. – The responsibility of the landowner; 
The continual flooding by the bend near The Knole and Thorns Farm. 
– Now rectified; The gullies in Chapel Street. - completed; The hedges 
in New Inn Road – completed.     The Parish Councillors requested the 
Clerk to write to Cliff Barnaby thanking him for his help in rectifying 
the  above. Gap in the in the A1 at the end of New Inn Road:  Having 

continued from  columns 1 & 2
liaised with the parties involved the Police, the local farmers, Bedfordshire 
County Council and the Contractor for the Highways Agency, all are in 
agreement this gap should be closed.  Unfortunately funds will not be 
available until the new financial year commencing April 2007. 

 Any Other Business: Parking on the Grass Verge in Francis Road:- 
The Parish Council has received further complaints of the parking of a 
car and trailer at the side of the end bungalow. The Councillors asked 
the Clerk to write to Mr Lacey, the tenant of the end bungalow, to ask 
if these vehicles belong to him and if so would he kindly remove them. 
Also the Clerk is to notify  N.H.D.C. that  the vehicles are parked on 
their land.   

Date of Next meeting:  Thursday 4th January 2007. 8pm in the 
Village Hall. The meeting closed at 9 pm.          

A new house for Edworth

Edworth is getting a new house, the first new dwelling in the hamlet 
for 13 years. The outbuildings attached to Lower Farm House are being 
rebuilt using the existing timbers into a 2 bedroom, single storey, ship 
lapped, and period-looking property. Over 85% of the original wooden 
beams are being reused in the new building, which will feature vaulted 
ceilings in every room enabling the original timbers, which are over 
150 years old, to remain on show. Building work got under way in early 
November with B.A.Triners of Shefford. Anthony Smyth has developed 
the buildings with a view to renting the property on a long-term basis. 
So if you are looking to rent a brand new 2 bedroom, barn conversion 
type home in early 2007, Anthony has the property for you. I can also 
vouch for the neighbours being rather nice.
Sonja Bentley    

It was party time again on December 14th in the Village Hall when 
members and guests sat down to a hot three course supper.  We were 
also entertained by a group from Hoddesdon with a ‘Potted Panto’, very 
funny!  After coffee and mince pies we enjoyed a sing-a long of carols and 
Christmas songs.  A very happy evening with thanks to everyone for their 
help in making it a success. Next month’s meeting is on January 11th 
2007 with Runnall Davis talking about ‘Idle Women’ Sounds intriguing?  
So don’t miss it. Also a gentle reminder, W.I Subscriptions are due. 

Here is something for you to think about over Christmas: 1. Those 
who jump off a bridge in Paris are in Seine. 2. A hangover is the wrath of 
grapes. 3. With her marriage, she got a new name and a dress. 4. Once 
you’ve seen one shopping centre, you’ve seen a mall. 5. Acupuncture is a 
jab well done. 6. A man needs a mistress just to break the monogamy. 7. 
He had a photographic memory that was never developed. 8. A chicken 
crossing the road is poultry in motion.  Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year 
Jean M Brown



New Year’s Eve 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 7th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 14th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 21st 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 28th  9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
            9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Church ServicesOn the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: fool1@tiscali.co.uk

  Our Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer is Vee Halimana on 
01462 425010, email novuyo.halimana@herts.pnn.police.uk. Our Sec-
retary and Community Safety Coordinator is Angela Clark on 01462 
425033. Our Crime Prevention Officer is Mark Montgomery on  01462 
425043. My phone number is 01438 757924 for mid to long term 
problems. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or need 
Police within a couple of hours, 999 for immediate response if you have 
just suffered a crime and for Hare Coursing. 
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk. 
tracy.kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

contact us

copy date
Please send all copy and pictures to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinx-
worth SG7 5HL by January 20th for theFebruary edition. Better yet, please 
email any material to fool1@tiscali.co.uk. Note new email address.

The  Mobile Police Station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office 
on Thursdays January 11th  and 25th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

Soup Lunch
Join us for an amazingly varied 
choice of soups and puddings, 
with coffee or tea, on Friday 
January 12th in Hinxworth Village 
Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm.

Village Walk
The next village walk will be on 
Friday January 26th, weather per-
mitting. Meet at 10.30 am at The 
Three Horseshoes, High Street, 
Hinxworth.

Need an extra pair of hands over 
Christmas and New Year? I’ve got 
a four week gap to fill and would 
love to have any kind of paid work. 
I’m a paediatric nurse by profes-
sion, but will be willing to do most 
kind of jobs. Please call me, Alice 
Marlow, on 01462 742268.

Help offeredA Neighbourhood Watch meet-
ing has been arranged for Wednes-
day 31st January 2007 this will be 
held at the Parish Rooms in Ashwell, start time 7.30pm. This will be for 
- Ashwell, Hinxworth, Newnham and Caldecote. We will be discussing 
all crime that has occurred over the past twelve months. These meetings 
are not  restricted to Neighbourhood Watch members -  all are welcome. 
I would suggest that all Parish Councils send a representative as I would 
like feed back from as many members of the public as possible. 

Take care with telephone transactions
When making transactions using your credit, debit or charge card over 
the telephone......

1. Don’t give your card number over the telephone to ‘cold’ callers. 
Only make telephone transactions when you have instigated the call and 
are familiar with the company.

2. Have the card in front of you. The retailer will ask you for informa-
tion including the card number, expiry date, the three or four digit card 
security code on the signature strip, issue number where applicable, and 
your name as it appears on your card.

keep your pin to yourself
3. Never give your Personal Identification Number (PIN) to anyone 

over the telephone. If anyone asks you for your PIN, even if they claim 
they are from the bank or the police, they are probably a fraudster.

4. Always ask the retailer to confirm the full price that is being charged 
to your card, including any booking fees, delivery charges etc. Make a 
note of this at the time.

5. If the retailer sends you written confirmation of the order, check 
the bill to ensure that it is correct. Keep any such receipts and check 
them off against your next statement.

check statements
6. Always check the statements from your bank or card issuer carefully 

as soon as you receive them. Raise any discrepancies with the retailer-
concerned in the first instance. Contact your card issuer if the matter is 
not resolved to your satisfaction.

7. If you find any transactions on your statement you are certain you 
did not make, contact your card issuer immediately. You may be asked to 
sign a disclaimer, confirming that you did not undertake the transaction. 
Remember - report lost or stolen cards, or any suspected fraud, to your 
bank, building society or card protection scheme immediately. You will 
find the 24-hour emergency telephone number for your bank or building 
society on your last statement or by calling directory enquiries.

mobile police station

John Sale
Family, friends and neighbours 

attended the funeral of John Sale 
at St.Nicholas’ Church on Tuesday 
5th December conducted by  the 
Reverend Simon Chambers. 

John, who was 88, died on Sat-
urday November 18th at the QE2 
hospital, Welwyn Garden City, 
after a short period of illness. A 
resident of Francis Road, he lived 
most of his life in the village and 
was the last male descendant of a 
family whose history in the village 
spans 300 years, at one time oc-
cupying Hinxworth Place. 

married 63 years
He was married to his wife Edna, 
who predeceased him, for 63 
years and he proudly cherished a 
congratulatory message from the 
Queen. In his younger years John 
was active in village life and was 
in the church choir and served on 
the PCC.

In a tribute given at the funeral 
a neighbour was quoted as saying, 
“John was a typical conservative 
English gentleman.” 

John leaves two daughters, 
three granddaughters and two 
grandsons. He will be missed.

St Nicholas Lunch

 

72 villagers enjoyed a delicious 
lunch to celebrate the feast of St 
Nicholas on Sunday December 
10th. The event raised around 
£500  for church funds, of which 
£139 were raffle proceeds. In addi-
tion, the Sunday School raised £80 
for the Leprosy Mission by selling 
Christmas cards and accessories. 
Thanks to all who helped to make 
the occasion such a success.

Sunday School’s Ellie Hartree 

Small ads do the business

Alas and Alack
We were sad, not to say a lit-

tle miffed, that no young person 
could be found to design a Christ-
mas card (see last Village Voice). 
The prizes will keep and we are not 
going to drone on about apathy.

 Rail pressure group
If you are unlucky enough to have 
to commute to and from London 
you will know that First Capital 
Connect has removed the 0703 
fast to London from Ashwell 
(0707 from Baldock), and are 
planning further cuts in rush hour  
services from December 2007.

join r.u.g.
If you think these actions stink, 

join the Rail User Group Ashwell 
and Morden and make your pro-
test known. The group has already 
asked our MP Oliver Heald for 
help. Contact Joan Ridley 01462 
742870, Sarah Duckett, sarah.
duckett@sbgfinex.com or Greg 
Campbell 01462 743014. 
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Village Voice
Back on the Map

After months of waiting and numerous phone calls from Hinxworth 
and Edworth residents, the Mid-Bedfordshire Highways department have 
finally restored the signs to our villages at the junction of the Edworth 
and Dunton roads. As reported in our September issue these had been 
found and restored to the Department following their theft during the 
summer. But a recent enquiry by Richard Floyd the clerk to the Edworth 
Parish Meeting produced the astounding admission that the Highways 
Department had “mislaid” the original signs and they were having to 
have them remade.

Hopefully now they are back visitors to our villages will no longer 
get lost, as a number have done recently. 

A Neighbourhood Watch meeting has been arranged for Wednesday 
31st January 2007. This will be held at the Parish Rooms, Swan Street 
in Ashwell, start time 7.30pm. This will be for - Ashwell, Hinxworth, 
Newnham and Caldecote. We will be discussing crime that has oc-
curred over the past twelve months. These meetings are not  restricted 
to Neighbourhood Watch members -  all are welcome. I would suggest 
that all Parish Councils send a representative as I would like feed back 
from as many members of the public as possible. 
Police Constable Paul Marina

Neighbourhood watch meeting 
- all welcome

  Police Community Support Officer Tracy
Tracy Kennedy used to work in sales and 

marketing for Siemens before moving to 
Hertfordshire. “Growing up, I’d wanted to 
join the police, but I was too small or too 
short. They dropped the height restriction, but 
then I needed to wear contact lenses. I moved 
here from Wokingham and saw the ad  in the 
newspaper, applied for it, got the job in the 
contact centre at Police Headquarters, dealing 
with the public, recording crimes, interviewing 
on the phone. I’ve been a PCSO for two months now. It’s much more 
face to face, getting out and meeting people where they are. The training 
is about five weeks.”

getting to know you
 “I’ve been spending time getting to know the area and its villages, 
Hinxworth, Ashwell, Bygrave, Newnham, Caldecote, Weston and Wal-
lington plus a couple of others. I’ve been meeting Neighbourhood Watch 
members, parish councillors, the little shops, learning the patrol routes. I 
find village people are very pro the police - I’ve been made very welcome. 
Sometimes I call on people who have been victims of crime, to reassure 
them that there are people looking out for them. Neighbours are very 
good at looking after one another, more so than in the towns.” 

join neighbourhood watch
Are there still lessons to be learned about practical crime prevention? 
“Yes, shut your doors, close windows when you go out, don’t leave mobile 
phones in your car. Remove all traces of satnavs. Current initiatives are 
combating hare coursing, thefts of trailers and equipment from farms, 
evening burglary patrols, preventive marking of tack. We have a database 
of vulnerable persons whom we can visit. We are here to help. We’re keen 
to revive the Neighbourhood Watch, see the notice about the meeting in 
columns 1 and 2. You can contact me  on 01438 757935.”

Film night raises £426 for hall
Hinxworth’s cinema night on 

December 16th was a great suc-
cess. Over 70 villagers watched 
the classic film “White Christmas”, 
enjoyed ice creams served by ush-
erettes Jean Wilkinson and Sylvia 
Scales, took part in a raffle and the 
evening, presided over by genial 
cinema manager Ian Wilkinson, 
raised £426.50 for hall funds.


