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The Teddy Bears‛ Picnic
Edworth’s now renowned annual fund-raising event will take place 

this year on Sunday July 15th from 4.30 pm until 7 pm at The Orchard 
Bungalow, Lower Farm, Edworth. It is in aid of Amyloidosis Research 
and The Alzheimer Society. There will be a bring and buy stall, plant stall, 
and much else besides, as well as tea, coffee, soft drinks, sandwiches and 
cakes all included in the entry price of £5 for adults and £2 for children. 
All proceeds will go the nominated charities.

Come and have a fun afternoon.

Broadband News

The Annual Parish Lunch Party was held on Sunday 17 June in the 
garden of Newnham Hall. Villagers old and new, supported by friends 
from Hinxworth, Edworth and Ashwell, enjoyed a delicious lunch and 
a good chat. The weather was a small miracle: Friday had been distinctly 
dodgy and Saturday was downright diabolical, but Sunday produced a 
perfect summer’s day – blue skies with fluffy white clouds and warm sun. 
We couldn’t have asked for more. 

grand day out raises £1,133
Christopher Rosendale produced some cheerful background music, Gwen 
Bowen helped by Richard Rosendale and his sister Vera ran a most suc-
cessful white-elephant stall, Audrey Whalley sold splendid plants, and 
there was a tremendous raffle which was drawn by parish priest Simon 
Chambers. Visitors from Hinxworth and Edworth were in the money 
and Bob Smyth showed the youngsters that the older generation could 
still produce the goods when he won the shooting competition. All in 
all, it was a good day and made the wonderful sum of £1,133 –  a fine 
reward for all the hard work put in by everybody.
Sue Bain

Marksman Bob Smyth takes aim- picture: Janet Fair

Sun shines on Newnham Lunch

Hinxworth residents are still suffering an intermittent and sometimes 
almost non existent broadband service. Tiscali customers seem to be the 
worst affected, with broadband connections unreliable, and often as slow 
if not slower than pre-broadband dial-up services.  Pressure on Tiscali may 
have helped them to begin to get a grip on the problems, with custom-
ers being visited by BT engineers at a cost of £150 per visit, to be paid 
by Tiscali.  After endless phone calls, and visits from BT engineers, one 
Tiscali customer still has no broadband. The longest period of  connection 
has been two weeks despite being a Tiscali customer for months.

rage and frustration
Your editor has on occasions sat outside a friendly villager’s house, and 
accessed his emails via her wireless network. This is surely unacceptable in 
a developed country in the 21st century. Tiscali seems unable or unwill-
ing to organize an accessible technical support system for its customers 
while BT seems to be caught between Tiscali’s management and its long 
suffering customers whose rage and frustration deepen by the day.

Concert for Amnesty International
This will be held at  Simon and Frances Marlow’s house, Hill Cottage, 

Arnolds Lane, Hinxworth  this coming Sunday July 1st at 3 pm.
 There will be performances by Shulah Oliver - violin, and Simon 

Marlow - piano followed by The Temple Jazz Trio: Tom Marlow - piano; 
Steve Haynes - bass; David Hackett - drums.  Shulah & Simon will play 
a sonata by Stanford, some Haifetz, Gershwin arrangements and lollipops 
as well.  This will be followed by tea. Then Tom and his Trio will take over 
with pieces by Tom, Brad Mehldau, E.S.T., & Christian McBride.

We are asking for a donation of £10 per person – young children free! 
Our music room holds about 30 people, but we are confident it will be 
sunny and warm enough for many more people to spread out onto the 
lawn and listen from there.

 We live in difficult and tense times. Whatever part of the world one 
is in, there is a worrying, dangerous and continuous erosion of everyone’s 
rights and freedoms. The work of Amnesty International is therefore more  
needed than ever. So please support this fund-raising event! 

Village Barbecue and Fun Day July 8th
Join us for this event from noon on Hinxworth Recreation Ground on 
Sunday July 8th in aid of St Nicholas Church. There will be pony rides, 
archery, bouncy castle, ‘den of vice’, amateur radio, tombola, raffle, games 
and much else. Please buy your  barbecue tickets as soon as you can so 
we can cook enough food. Tickets £7.50 adults, £3.50 children, family  
of four £20 from Audrey Clare 742820, Janet Fair 743137, Annette 
Forbes 742015 and Biddy Sheldrick 743247.



Dates for your Diary
July 1st Concert for Amnesty International. Details on page one.
July 8th Village Barbecue and fun afternoon.  See page one for details.
July 12th WI Garden Meeting. See above.
July 15th Teddy Bears’ Picnic, Edworth, see page one for details.
August 15th Neighbourhood Watch meeting 8 pm Ashwell Parish Room.
August 29th Village Outing to Eltham Palace and Down House.   Cost  ap-

proximately  £25 (less for EH members). Details  01462 742505.
September 22nd Fun Quiz in Hinxworth Village Hall in aid of Addenbrookes 

Breast Cancer Unit. More information from Helene Donohoe 01462 743213.
October 6th 7.30 pm Lyra String Quartet Elgar Concert - Contact Michael 

or Heather Baim for details on 01767 315094.
October 20th Multi venue village quiz. Contact Michael or Heather Baim 

on 01767 315094 for tickets.
November 17th Village Supper, Village Hall, Hinxworth. Book the date.
December  9th 12.30 pm  St Nicholas  Festival Lunch. Village Hall.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The June meeting started on a musical note when speaker Mary 

Godfrey surprised and delighted members by starting her talk on Dr. 
Barnardo’s with a song.  Mary described her life as a Barnardo’s Girl as  
very happy and considered herself very fortunate to have been part of what 
she called ‘the largest family in the world’. Photos of her childhood and 
the Barnardo’s Farm Village were passed round and accompanying this 
with songs from the shows made the talk very interesting and unusual.

garden meeting round the pool
July 12th is the day of the Garden Meeting which will be held in Viv 
Hughes’ garden, starting at 7pm but if you wish to swim in the pool 
please arrive at 6.30pm.  If it rains the meeting will be held in the hall 
and swimming will be off!  The St Nicholas Fun Day is on July 8th when 
we will man a home-made cake stall and Tombola.
    We were all sorry to hear that Betty Thorn had resigned from the 
committee and she was presented with a plant in thanks for her hard 
work organising the monthly programme.

come and meet us
The meetings on September 13th and October 11th will be open. Every-
one will be welcome to come and hear the monthly speaker. The charge is 
£2 per person to  include refreshments.  More about this next month.
Jean M Brown 

50 Golden Years
Congratulations to 

Audrey and Gerald 
Clare who celebrated 
their golden wedding 
anniversary on June 
1st. They were married 
at St John the Divine, 
Becontree. Gerald was 
in the Royal Air Force 
while Audrey was a 
secretary in the City. 

Welcome, Isabella Floria.

Isabella Floria Jarman was born on Saturday June 2nd at 12.19 am 
in the Lister Hospital, Stevenage. She weighed in at five pounds fifteen 
and a half ounces  - Village Voice is still trying to avoid metrication. 
Congratulations to Mark and Michelle of Christy’s Yard, Hinxworth. 
Our picture shows Michelle, Isabella and sister Sofia Emmeline.

David, Gerald’s twin brother, was best man, and it was the hottest day 
of the year. The secret of their long and happy marriage? “Lots of love, 
lovely family and good friends,” they told Village Voice.

Maybe it was a Maybug
Dear Editor, 
your picture last month was not a hornet, but probably a Cock Chafer 

or Maybug.  I hope this helps Jo. All the best to all Hinxworthians, 
especially Albert Stanton, from an ex pat.

 Fran Whelan (was Stanton)
 PS - did Jo work for Amex in Letchworth/Stevenage, as I used to 

work with her back in the late 80’s ?

Village Fun Day and Barbecue Competition
Hinxworth has been called by many names. In which century was 

Hinxworth known as Hangteworth or Hynxworth? Was it the 11th, 12th, 
13th, 14th, 15th or 16th century?  Write your answer on a postcard with 
your name and telephone number on a piece of paper and bring it to the 
amateur radio stand on July 8th, and you could win a fabulous prize.

Party in the Park makes £1,500
Congratulations and thanks to all who worked so hard to make this 

year’s revels such a success, particularly the barbecue team, and Charlie 
Thackway who masterminded the musical entertainment. 240 people 
had a really good evening. Even the rain was disciplined!



Hinxworth Parish Council
     Minutes of the meeting June 7th in the village hall. 

      The Past Chairman suggested that voting in of the Chairman for 
the newly elected Council should take  place at the next meeting due to 
the absence of two Councillors. With the agreement of those present he 
therefore  became ‘Acting Chairman’ for the meeting.     
Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes were accepted as a correct 
record and signed by the  Acting Chairman Dr Martin Hoffman.
     Matters arising from the minutes: The Clerk has written to North 
Hertfordshire District Council agreeing  to their request to site a plastic 
bottle bank in the Village Hall car park.   

 Chairman’s Report: The Acting Chairman welcomed the newly 
elected Councillors to the meeting. He  outlined how the Council works. 
The Council is totally democratic with the Chair having the casting vote. 
The Clerk supplies information to the Councillors, but is not a member 
of the Council and therefore has no  vote, but often her opinion is sought 
over various issues.  Due to the size of the Council there are no sub-com-
mittees for various  agenda items. These are divided into responsibilities 
between the Councillors. The Acting Chairman suggested they are allo-
cated as follows:-  Recreation Ground and Village Hall:- Yvonne Tookey 
and Paul Watler; Highways:- Martin Hoffman and Leslie Whitfield.  
Planning:- Martin Hoffman and Simon Marlow, in agreement with all 
of the Councillors.  Police:- Simon Marlow.  Village Hall Management 
Committee:- Yvonne Tookey and Wendy Kitchener.      Finance:- all the 
Councillors. Wendy Kitchener Financial Officer.   
    Village Hall: The Acting Chairman outlined, for the information 
of the incoming Councillors, the Parish Council’s responsibilities for 
the Village Hall. The Parish Council owns the Hall on behalf of the 
Village and devolves the management to the Village Hall Management 
Committee. It is also the Council’s responsibility to ensure the Hall 
is managed properly. The V.H.M.C. therefore provide their monthly 
meeting minutes to the Parish Council. Any issues requiring the Parish 
Council’s input or authorisation are forwarded to them. 

 Programme for Refurbishment: The snagging has yet to be completed 
by  the builders, Conamar. The  Chairman asked the Clerk to contact the 
Chairman of the V.H.M.C. see when this is likely to be completed.

Village Hall Management Committee: The Parish Council has now 
received the Business Plan from the  Chairman  of the Village Hall 
Management Committee. The Parish Council requires a short term and 
medium term scheduled maintenance programme for the Hall, along 
with an itemised budget. Funds for this should be set aside each year 
under a ‘Provision for Village Hall Maintenance’ heading in the Annual 
Accounts as a separate item. 

 Planning:  Planning Application No 007/00122/1HH – Rear Exten-
sion 4 High Street Hinxworth.    The Councillors have no objection to 
this application.  Paul Watler declared an interest.

 Finance:  Current Parish Council Funds: The current financial posi-
tion will be deferred until  the next meeting.     The internal auditor Tony 
Devaney is auditing the accounts for 2006/2007. As reported last month 
Hertfordshire County Council sent an invoice to the Parish Council for 
the sum of approximately £1,900 in respect of the speed sign nearly four 
years after its installation. This was queried with Hertfordshire County 
Council and the Parish Council has had no reply. The Parish Council 
does not expect to have to pay for the speedsign. 

 Recreation Ground: The Tennis Court:The Councillors agreed the 
incoming Parish Council should review the tennis court charges  at the 
next Parish Council meeting. The  Councillors responsible are to arrange 
to have the tennis court sprayed with weed  killer to clear the moss and 
the weeds.    Youth Activities: Deferred to the next Council meeting.   
ROSPA Report: This is with the Councillors responsible for review. They 
will report back before the next meeting. The Councillors will also be 
reviewing the Recreation Ground to produce a list of items  for action.   

Grass Cutting: The Councillors agreed that David Granger should 
continue to cut the recreation ground  during the summer. The current 
contract is for ten cuts per season and this was renewed. 

Highways: Pot Holes/Condition of Roads:- Do not forget please 
it is necessary for all road users to contact the Hertfordshire Highways 
Fault Line – 01438-737320 to report a fault. Please ask for a log number. 
Chapel Street: The problem of flooding by the side of Orchard Lodge has 
not been rectified. The Chairman  requires the Highways Department to 
be contacted yet again to see when they plan to resolve this. 

 Village Items: Tony Hunter, County Councillor has responded to 
the concerns to the flooding in New Inn Road. The Highways Depart-
ment have located the problem to the ditches at the side of the road.  
Paul Watler outlined further problems within the Village. These are as  
follows:  The High Street by the Three Horseshoes – road subsidence. 
Francis Road – the footpaths, gullies, road require spraying to counteract 
the weed growth. The dustcarts mount the kerbs and are leaving the tracks 
in a number of areas.  Grass Cutting:- There are a number of areas in the 
Village where the grass has not been cut.

Policing: Speed Traps: will now take place during peak times.   The 
Parish Council wish to put on record that they remain very supportive 
of the Police and  their continuing presence within the area and, in 
particular, the Village. 

 Any Other Business: Code of Conduct:  Councillors received a copy 
of the Standards Board Model Code of   Conduct for Parish and Town 
Councils 2007. The Parish Council will be required to adopt this by 1st 
October   2007.    Broadband The Acting Chairman is extremely disap-
pointed local residents did not respond to the Parish Council iniative 
when this problem first occurred over three months ago. Without the 
Parish Council having the names of those persons involved they are unable 
to act on their behalf.     War Memorial: The Councillors are reminded 
there is £250.00 in the funds for War Memorial maintenance. 

 Date of the Next Meeting: On Thursday July 5th 2007 at 8.00 pm 
in the Village Hall.  The meeting closed at 9.10 pm.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Council

Lance and Lin Jenkins  made the most of their Ruby Wedding an-
niversary which they celebrated in May. Firstly it was off to Tuscany for 
a stay near Florence. On their return they enjoyed a charity-organised 
lunch at the House of Commons and then on to a London show.

Finally, at the beginning of June they entertained 36 old friends 
and members of the family to a Sunday lunch party in St. Albans. But 
the biggest excitement was the surprise arrival of their second daughter 
Catherine and her two children – who dropped in from Australia.

Seven months in the planning,  this visit had only been known about 
by Lance and Sally, their other daughter. Even the grandchildren in both 
countries had been told only a few days before departure in case they 
spilled the beans to Nanny – either inadvertently or otherwise!

Lin received her most welcome surprise when she and Lance visited 
Sally and her family in Hampshire on Bank Holiday Monday, and found 
a somewhat enlarged family group sitting down to lunch!

continued from columns 1and 2

continued in columns 3 and 4

Lin‛s big surprise drops in from Australia



Sunday 1st 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 8th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 15th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 22nd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
            9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday 29th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Church Services - JulyOn the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: fool1@tiscali.co.uk

 copy date 
Please send all copy and 
pictures for August Village 
Voice to Patrick Forbes, 18 
Francis Road, Hinxworth, 
Herts. SG7 5HL,  email to  
fool1@tiscali.co.uk by July 
20th. Thank you.

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays July 12th and 26th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

Village Walk
Join us for a stimulating walk 
through the countryside and a pub 
lunch on Friday July 27th. Meet at 
10.30 am outside the Three Horse-
shoes, Hinxworth. All welcome, 
especially newcomers.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Soup Lunch
This month’s soup lunch will be 
served on Friday July 13th in 
the Village Hall, Francis Road, 
Hinxworth from 12.30 pm until 2 
pm. Still the same amazing value, 
still the most interesting people.

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 

Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Dear Resident,
We have been informed that deliveries of yellow pages and telephone 

directories will commence in our area on July 12, and will take about 
two to three weeks to complete. It is unavoidable that books will be left 
outside some premises. If you can, please help by taking in books that 
have been left outside your neighbour’s premises until they return home. 
For further information please contact your Crime Prevention Officer on 
01438 757643 or by email at mark.montgomery@herts.pnn.police.uk 
Regards, 
DennisWall 
Senior Office Assistant,Neighbourhood Watch 

Doorstep Delivery Warning

There has been a number of thefts from cars in North Hertfordshire 
whilst the vehicles have been left unattended outside shops, schools, 
leisure centres and farms. 

The property stolen has included handbags, purses and other personal 
belongings and in most cases the offence has occurred as a result of the 
owner leaving the property on display. 

Over a quarter of all recorded crime is ‘vehicle crime’, theft of vehicles 
or theft from vehicles. The most common types of property stolen from 
vehicles are handbags, laptop computers, stereos, satellite navigation 
systems  and mobile phones. 

avoid weeks of hassle
If your car is stolen or broken into it could mean weeks of inconvenience 
as well as extra expense. It may be difficult to protect your car from a 
determined thief, but most car crime is opportunist and you can deter 
a thief with vigilance and relatively cheap security precautions. Don’t 
be wise after the event, take the following advice to help turn the tide 
against car crime. 

adopt these simple habits
Never leave a car door unlocked, or a window or sunroof open, even 

when just going into a shop for a moment or two. 
Remove the ignition key and engage the steering lock, even when 

parking on your own property. 
If you have an alarm, turn it on every time you park. 
Never leave any property on display in your car. If you can’t take it 

with you, lock it in the boot. 
Security mark all property and if it is  removable  always take it with 

you. Make a note of the serial number and keep it in a safe place. 
Do not leave credit cards or cheque books in the glove compartment. 

One in five stolen cheque and credit cards are taken from cars. Never 
leave your vehicle documents in the car, they could make it easier for a 
thief to sell it.

ask for my e-mail newsletter
I do publish a larger newsletter sent via e-mail. If you would like to receive 
this please e-mail me with your name address and phone numbers and 
I will put you on the distribution list.

Thefts from 
Vehicles

Wanted for child learner horse 
rider. hat size 1, jodhpurs age 10-
11 yrs, riding boots size 2. Please 
phone 01767 318283. Thanks.

Riding kit needed

Julie and Verity race for life
Julie and Verity Benham will be taking part in the Bedford Race for 

Life on 22nd July 2007, in memory of  very close relatives and friends who 
recently lost their battle with cancer and those who are still bravely bat-
tling the disease.  If you would like to sponsor them and support Cancer 
Research UK, please contact Julie or Verity on 01462 742646.  Thank you. 
You can donate online by credit or debit card at the following address: 
www.raceforlifesponsorme.org/juliebenham. All donations are secure and 
sent electronically to Cancer Research UK.  If you are a UK taxpayer, Just-
giving will add an automatic 28% bonus to your donation at no cost to you.   

Art Exhibition benefits village groups
Three organisations in the Village were the recipients of extra funding 

as a result of the Art Exhibition: the Village Hall,  the Art Society and the 
W.I., £235, £100 & £80 respectively. Very many thanks to everyone who 
helped with the organisation and setting up and in many other ways. 

Our thanks also to the artists and exhibitors without whom this event 
could not take place. Congratulations to those whose work sold.

One could not fail to be impressed with the quality and standard 
of work. The refurbished hall afforded much more space for work to 
be displayed and with two days of glorious spring sunshine streaming 
through the windows the weekend was a great success. Many thanks once 
again and make a note in your diaries for April 2009.
Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall Management Committee

The Editor apologizes for the fact that the above wasn’t published last month.

small ads
These are always welcome, free, sub-
ject to space. Contact the Editor


