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There will be a Neighbourhood Watch Meeting for area  ‘G4E’ 
including Hinxworth, Newnham & Caldecote on 15th August 2007 at 
8pm in the Parish Room, Ashwell.

Neighbourhood Watch Meeting

chilly coffee makes £190

2007 – The Year of Elgar
Come and join the Lyra String Quartet: Clare 

Finnimore and friends - with us once again for a 
concert to celebrate the music of one of Britain’s 
best loved composers, Sir Edward Elgar, who was 
born 150 years ago. You will hear the very intense 
and beautiful string quartet, also some delightful 
arrangements of  ‘Salut d’Amour’, ‘Chanson de Matin’, ‘Chanson de  
Nuit’, the ‘Elegy’, and excerpts from the ‘Suite from the Spanish Lady’  
along with some stories and anecdotes of  the man himself,  his character and  
his life.

It will be a fun and inspiring evening - with a delicious interval glass 
of wine! This concert must  not be missed. It is on  Saturday October 
6th, in the Village Hall, Hinxworth  7.30 pm. Tickets £10. For further 
information please call Heather or Michael Baim on 01767 315094. 

The Teddy Bears‛ Picnic
Edworth’s now renowned annual fund-raising event will take place 

this year on Sunday July 15th from 4.30 pm until 7 pm at The Orchard 
Bungalow, Lower Farm, Edworth. It is in aid of Amyloidosis Research 
and The Alzheimer Society. There will be a bring and buy stall, plant stall, 
and much else besides, as well as tea, coffee, soft drinks, sandwiches and 
cakes all included in the entry price of £5 for adults and £2 for children. 
All proceeds will go the nominated charities.

Come and have a fun afternoon.

                                                                                                   
  On the last Saturday in May, a motley collection of villagers, armed 
to the teeth with every kind of sharp instrument, converged on St 
Vincent’s, Newnham. No, this was not a re-enactment of the Peasants’ 
Revolt but an enthusiastic response to our appeal for volunteers to keep 
the churchyard in good order. A mowing rota is now established, so this 
was a much needed spring clean of the whole area. Edges were trimmed, 
the hedge  cut, decayed branches were lopped, an over-ambitious willow 
felled and whole rafts of ivy and brambles rolled away from old graves of 
the Coopers, former farmers at Newnham Manor, on the north side. A 
large trailer-full of big branches was driven away and a most satisfying 
bonfire took care of mountains of smaller rubbish. Very many thanks 
to all who took part and whose co-operation will save us £650 a year. 
Special thanks to Mark Bowen for the loan of his chainsaw which saved 
the day and to Maria Valsecci and Gwen Bowen for providing  much 
needed refreshments to thirsty workers. 

No Newnham Peasants‛ Revolt 

The Coffee Morning held in Maria 
Valsecci’s garden on Polling day, raised 
over £190 in spite of a freezing wind 
and the first sunless day for weeks. 
Grateful thanks to her and to Sheila 
Rosendale and Gwen Bowen for such 
a splendid effort. 
Sue Bain 

Picture:Tracy Bowen

Missing Parish Council Minutes Shock
Those of you desperately disappointed not to find any minutes 

of Hinxworth Parish Council in this edition of Village Voice will be 
heartened to know that they have not been censored. They haven’t been 
written because, due to the May election, there was no meeting of the 
Parish Council last month. The next meeting of the Council will be held 
in the Village Hall, Hinxworth on June 7th at 8 pm.

 For those who may have missed them, the election results were:     
District Council:  Andrew Young. Elected.
Hinxworth Parish Council: Martin Hoffman, Simon Marlow, Yvonne      

Tookey, Les Whitfield, Paul Watler. All elected.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

Local Election Results

New products at Farrowby Farm
Great news for home bakers. Farrowby Farm, New Inn Road, 

Hinxworth, now carries a range of organic  flours. Better yet, they now 
stock Zaytoun  organic olive oil from Palestine, which is fairly traded. 
Your purchase will bring hope to small scale farmers and growers. 

Sheila Rosendale keeping warm



Dates for your Diary
June 8th Soup Lunch, Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 pm - 2 pm.
June 14th WI meeting Hinxworth Village Hall 7.45 pm.
June 17th Newnham Parish Lunch, tickets £10 and further details from Sue 

Bain  on  01462 742284 & Audrey Whalley 01462 742517.
June 22nd Village Walk, meet Three Horseshoes 10.30 am.
June 23rd 6 pm Party in the Park, Hinxworth Recreation Ground. 
July 8th Village Barbecue and fun afternoon. See page 2 for details.
July 15th Teddy Bears’ Picnic, Edworth, see page 1 for details.
August 15th Neighbourhood Watch meeting, see page 1 for details
August 29th Village Outing to Eltham Palace and Down House. Cost approx 

£25 (less for EH members). Details 01462 742505.
September 22nd Fun Quiz in Hinxworth Village Hall in aid of Addenbrookes 

Breast Cancer Unit. More information from Helene Donohoe 01462 743213.
October 6th 7.30 pm Lyra String Quartet Elgar Concert - Contact Michael 

or Heather Baim for details on 01767 315094.
October 20th Multi venue village quiz. Contact Michael or Heather Baim 

on 01767 315094 for tickets.
December  9th 9.15 am  St Nicholas Hinxworth Patronal Festival. 12.30 

pm St Nicholas Lunch in the Village Hall.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
On May 10th 2007 members met to discuss the Resolutions, and for 

the first time in many years only one was put forward; NFWI urges H.M. 
Government to stop the closure of Community Hospitals. Members 
agreed 100% and voted for the Resolution. The president then welcomed 
Tracy Kennedy, Community Support Officer for Hinxworth and Geoff 
Curtis, a North Herts Crime Prevention Officer who gave us many tips 
on personal safety and how to make our homes more secure.

 There will be cake stalls at the PCC Fun Day on July 8th where we 
will also be manning a Tombola stall. Members are asked to donate cakes 
and prizes.  Six W.I. members played in the Petanque Day on May 16th 
at Shillington.

 The new seat is now in place outside the Village Hall and a plaque 
will be placed on it dedicated to the members of Hinxworth and Edworth 
Women’s Institute - 1937 to 2007.

 At the next meeting on June 14th the speaker Mary Godfrey’s subject 
is ‘Popular Songs’. The meeting starts at 7.45pm in the village hall and 
new members are very welcome.
Jean M Brown

Hinxworth’s Junior Archers 
successfully completed the win-
ter archery season by beating all 
the other Hertfordshire clubs to 
become the Hertfordshire Junior 
Winter League champions for 
2006/2007. The team compris-
ing Ashley Pay, Dunton, Katie 

Multi Venue Quiz
Don’t forget – Saturday October 20th. Since the mention of this year’s 

quiz a few issues back, we have been inundated by people wanting to 
be a host! Come on all you information buffs – we need more houses 
than the 11 we had last year. Please contact Heather or Michael Baim 
for more information on 01767 315094.

ps who said “Knowledge is of two kinds. We know a subject ourselves or 
we know where we can find information upon it”? 

Yoga on a Friday
Every Friday morning 

during school terms a Yoga 
class is run in Hinxworth 
Village Hall. Something of a 
Yoga failure, I went to meet 
Saibhung Kaur, her yoga 
name, to ask about Yoga. 
“It’s a series of stretches, 
breathing techniques and 
relaxation mantra. In time 
anyone who practises yoga 
will find a real jewel. The jewel is a glimpse of yourself, your true nature 
which is pure love and inner peace.. I have been following the Kundalini 
yoga for five years now but I’ve been teaching since Christmas. This is 
my first opportunity here which has been very precious to me. I come 
from Letchworth so hopefully my classes will extend into Letchworth. I 
have two years’ training still to do starting next January.  This will extend 
my knowledge further into stress related illnesses, people suffering  the 
after effects of drugs.” 

it‛s the mother yoga
What distinguishes Kundalini yoga from other kinds? “Kundalini is 
multi-faceted, put it this way, it’s the mother yoga, it has every facet of 
every other yoga - they’re all here together in this one yoga. It arrived in 
the West in 1969, it’s very big in America and it’s all over Europe but it 
has been a bit slow to take off here. It is very spiritual and it carries all the 
essence of yoga, everything is here.” What attracted her to it? “For me, it 
was more spiritual. We do the exercises, and we stimulate the pituitary 
and pineal glands in the brain. This releases a kind of bliss effect, bringing 
an inner peace. We’re working on the mantras, the healing vibrations. 
So for me it wasn’t just the physical body that mattered, this brought 
more of a spiritual integration, and it has been my spiritual path, very 
enlightening. You never stop learning in this yoga.”

workshops, and classes for men
“As long as you have a clean bill of health from your doctor, just turn up 
on a Friday during school term time.  Yoga helps people who have had 
depression. We have to watch people who are on prescription drugs but 
you don’t have to be physically brilliant at exercise or yoga. The sessions 
run from 9.30 am until 11 am. It costs just £6 a session. I hope to bring 
some yoga workshops to the village, maybe on a Saturday, and develop 
yoga for men and for children.”
Patrick Forbes

Saibhung Kaur

Junior Archers triumph

Scales, Hinxworth, and Gabriella Floyd,  Edworth, added to the success 
of the Senior team who won the 2006 Summer Senior League last Sep-
tember, making Hinxworth the top archery club in Hertfordshire.
David Osmond

Snow topped branches quiver in the 
chilled wind,
Threads of grass disappear under the 
falling snowflakes,
The smooth snow grinds beneath your 
feet,
You can see birds in the grey sky,
Cheeping to cut the silence,
Frozen ponds glimmer in the sunlight,
Snow covered cars like polar bears 
stalking along,
You can see the 
  glimmering, 
     shimmering, 
        glinting,
          cool,
          icy snow for as far as possible.
Alexander Hepburn, aged 9

In the Snow Village Barbecue
Join us for a Village Barbecue 

and Fun Day in aid of St Nicholas 
Church on Sunday July 8th from 
midday on Hinxworth Recreation 
Ground. There will be archery, 
pony rides, bouncy castle, “den of 
vice”, amateur radio, tombola, raf-
fle, games and much more besides. 
Tickets for barbecue lunch £7.50 
adults, £3.50 children, family 
(4) £20 in advance from Audrey 
Clare 742820, Janet Fair 743137, 
Annette Forbes 742015, Biddy 
Sheldrick 743247.

hornet?
Is this a hornet? If it 
is, Jo Johnson is wor-
ried as she found two  
of them recently.

Village Voice welcomes the 
occasional original poem, 
especially if it is as good as this. 



Hinxworth‛s Potter
Annie Hull from West Barn, 

Hinxworth Place, took up pottery after 
A levels in Denmark when she was of-
fered a scholarship in the USA where 
she was offered the option to do pottery. 
She spent a whole year in the mid ‘70s 
learning to throw on a wheel. “My tutor 
was keen for me to concentrate on the 
shape of the piece rather than on the 
whole theory of ceramics. Two years later 
I took an eight week course with the 
same tutor in Iowa. When I got back to 
Denmark I realized that life as a potter 
wouldn’t be too luxurious, so  I studied 
for an international management degree. Annie shows how it’s done
During my studies I ended up in England where I met Steve. I worked 
in the City for 12 years, selling financial software  to banks in London 
and all over Europe. After 15 stressful years I was ready to retire and my 
husband thought that was a good idea. I rekindled my interest in pottery, 
attended some courses, one of which was in Stevenage at the Gordon 
Craig Theatre, and three others at West Dene College, Chichester, one 
of which involved eight hours of throwing a day - very bad for the back! 
We did a lot of  firing including Raku firing which is biscuit firing at 
1000 degrees, then decorating with glazes and then placing the work 
outdoors in a wood fired kiln.”

yoga and tennis ease the back
“I want to concentrate on domestic ware, not plates and dishes, but bowls 
and bottles, vases, mugs, useful shapes.” Annie told me about her new 
studio in which she has been working for the past year. “It’s about 30 
square metres, an electric kiln with 4.3 cubic feet capacity. We’ve lived 
here for nearly 11 years. We were lucky that the garden was big enough 
to accommodate this extension which has a fantastic view. You can get 
distracted by the wildlife, squirrels and pheasants. Pottery is hard on the 
back because you sit at the wheel in a crouching position so I do yoga 
on Wednesday mornings and I play tennis, and I have a tape to which 
I can do yoga in the studio because the studio has underfloor heating 
which is nice and warm - very luxurious. I mix all my own glazes which 
is quite time consuming because I have to do all kinds of tests, with 
different concentrations on the elements in the mixture. It’s restful and 
sometimes quite solitary. I take extensive notes as I work so that I can 
have a record of what worked, weighing out the clay, noting the kind of 
clay, measuring the size of the piece, what glazes I apply, and my reaction 
to the piece when it is finished. Some of the chemicals are poisonous so 
I have to wear a mask when working with them.”

always something new to learn
Annie showed me some of the pieces she’d made including a mug with 
an unusual handle. It doesn’t feel comfortable until you’ve drunk the 
mug’s contents. I thought she should patent it as a real drinker’s mug. 
She exhibited three pieces at the Hinxworth Art Society’s exhibition 
at the end of April. She sold one of them, a stoneware bowl decorated 
with black slip. “I like to create good shapes so I’m still striving for the 
perfectly shaped bowl. I don’t expect to sell lots of pieces. Many potters 
are selling stuff far too cheaply, three mugs for £5. It doesn’t make sense. 
It takes at least an hour to make a mug - it has to be handled four times 
before ever it’s fired, glazed and fired again. The best thing about it is 
that there is always something new to learn, it’s fascinating, and if people 
want to buy the work, it’s even better. A mug could cost £10 to £12, 
a bowl £18 upwards. I’m not looking for commissions but if someone 
likes something I have made that’s fine.” Your editor left, marvelling at 
what he had seen and heard, resolved to stick to baking bread. Annie 
Hull can be contacted on 01462 742650.

God in the Pub

Clergy studies can be daunting places, all those shelves stacked with 
learned books. So how refreshing to find a priest who ventures into pubs 
and waits for people to start discussing God, death or whatever else may 
be on their mind. I went to meet Simon Chambers, our parish priest, not 
in the pub but in his study in Ashwell. Watched by his cat Zach, named 
after Zacchaeus, who regarded me with something akin to a suspicion of 
writers, we talked about his pub meetings on Thursday evenings.

theology in the pub
Why the pubs? “Well, I suppose that’s where people meet,” said Simon, 
“getting out of church, out of the normal circles. Before I came, the parish 
profile said, ‘we’re looking for a parish priest who welcomes being visible 
about the place, having the odd drink in the pub perhaps, who enjoys 
the village functions which are important to the village concerned, who 
enjoys rural life and ministry.’ That was the first thing on the profile. So 
I thought I would achieve that by doing theology in the pub. I started 
it about six weeks ago, we had a break during the music festival, but 
it’s going well. It’s slow but people are coming up to me and saying ‘it’s 
good to see you.’”  

death, angels, spirituality
“Lots of people want to talk about death, which is quite interesting.” 
Theirs or yours, I asked mischievously. “Theirs,” Simon replied, “what 
happens to you when you die. They haven’t started asking the bizarre 
questions about whether I believe in ghosts and more complicated ques-
tions but I’m sure we’ll get round to those. We had a good discussion 
about angels and how angels might work and why we have this concept 
of angels, why we don’t have more angels in our worship. I did point 
out we do have  Saint Michael and all Angels as a major festival in the 
church calendar. It was something to do with a quest for the ethereal, 
the spiritual, how the spiritual relates to their lives.  above and beyond 
the traditional church mechanisms, which I love talking about. So it’s 
going well and it’s a good excuse for them to buy me a drink!” What is 
Simon’s favourite tipple? “Strong bitter, really, or whisky.”

Had Simon done this kind of thing before? “No. In Poole, although 
there were plenty of pubs, there was a very different atmosphere. The 
pub wasn’t necessarily the centre  of village life - they tended to be quite 
diverse clubby places and you could get muddled up with live music. 
It’s a new idea.” Simon will be in the Three Horsehoes, Hinxworth, at 8 
pm on Thursday June 21st. See you there?
Patrick Forbes

Simon and his cat Zach - not in the pub!

Carpet Bowls Break
With the holiday period now upon us, Carpet Bowls will be taking a 

summer break from June 7th until 2nd August. Play resumes on Thursday 
August 9th at 2 pm. Any new members will be made most welcome.



Sunday 3rd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 10th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 17th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 24th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
            9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Church Services - JuneOn the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: fool1@tiscali.co.uk

 copy date 
Please send all copy and 
pictures for July Village 
Voice to Patrick Forbes, 18 
Francis Road, Hinxworth, 
Herts. SG7 5HL,  email to  
fool1@tiscali.co.uk by June 
20th. Thank you.

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays June 14th and 28th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

Village Walk
Join us for a stimulating walk 

through the countryside and a pub 
lunch on Friday June 22nd. Meet 
at 10.30 outside the Three Horse-
shoes, Hinxworth. All welcome.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Soup Lunch
This month’s soup lunch will 
be served on Friday June 8th in 
the Village Hall, Francis Road, 
Hinxworth from 12.30 pm until 2 
pm. Still the same amazing value, 
still the most interesting people.

                  

Village Outing
Is there anyone else out there who 
wants to come to Eltham Palace 
London and Down House on this 
year’s village trip on Wednesday 
29th August? Cost about £22- 
£25 depending on numbers.Again 
please direct your enquiries to 
Sylvia Scales 01462 742505.

Midsummer revels
aka Party in the Park
23rd June 2007 

6pm till late
Not only would it be nice to 

have more local talent – come on 
don’t be shy; all those who can 
strum or hum help make this the 
biggest and best p-in-p yet! -But 
it’s also not too early to place your 
order for tickets,  discount for 
early birds – money by the 1st of 
June – £12 / £11 each for adults 
with BBQ, £8 / £7 each for chil-
dren with BBQ (under 12), £10 
/ £9 adults without food, £6 / £5 
children without food, £35 / £31 
2 adults 2 children. The first price 
applies to all tickets sold or paid 
for after 1st June.

Please help 
 We always need loads of help-

ers to make this village event go 
with a swing both before and after 
the event so please see if you can 
possibly spare an hour or two on 
Saturday all day or on the Sunday 
morning, whether it be putting 
up marquees, making salads, or 
just plain carrying things out of 
the village hall on to the field – all 
essential tasks. So please help!

 All enquiries of what ever sort 
to Sylvia Scales on 01462  742505. 
Thanks very much.

small ads
You are most welcome to use 
Village Voice to buy, sell, offer 
to give away, whatever, subject to 
space, and always free. Contact 
the Editor.

Unfortunately, those at greatest risk from a bogus caller are the most 
vulnerable in our communities, such as the very elderly, women and 
those who live on their own. That is what makes bogus caller crime such 
a despicable offence.

You can help prevent bogus callers from operating in your area by 
looking out for potential victims and protecting them. Could I ask all 
neighbourhood watch members and other members of the public to call 
on the vulnerable, elderly and neighbours, particularly those who live on 
their own, go round and talk to them. Make sure that they have a door 
chain fitted and that they check on the identity of any callers they do not 
know. Also let them know they can ask you for help if they are in any doubt 
and keep an eye out yourself for strangers knocking at their door.

If we all looked out for our neighbours in this way, we could greatly 
reduce the number of vulnerable people who become victims of this 
very distressing offence. If you suspect bogus callers are operating in 
your area then contact us via 999 to report information on suspected 
criminal activities.

follow this simple advice
Stop – think before you open your door. Are you expecting anyone? 

Do they have an appointment? If you can, look/talk to them through 
your door or a window.

Chain – secure the door bar or chain before opening the door.
Check – use a door viewer if you have one to see the caller – ask the 

caller for proof of identity or identity card. Check it carefully, but keep 
the chain on.

If the caller doesn’t have an appointment, tell them to wait outside 
while you ring their office to confirm their identity. Use the number 
from the phone book and not a number on any ID card provided by 
the caller. If the caller is legitimate then you can ask them to call back 
when you can have a friend or family member with you. Remember 
– genuine callers will not mind if you check. If you have any suspicions 
at all – do not let the caller into your home. If you think you may be at 
risk then call us – dial 999.

Some service companies operate a password system to verify the 
caller's status. Contact your local Water / Gas / Electricity company to 
find out more.

If you don’t have a chain or viewer then you should try to have them 
fitted – contact your PCSO, numbers below,  for advice.

Distraction burglaries 
threaten the vulnerable

 Use the Car Park
Following justifiable com-

plaints from residents in Francis 
Road with regard to car parking, 
may we respectfully remind all 
Hinxworth Village Hall users to 
use the car park situated at the rear 
of the hall.

We know that the condition of 
the car park has been pretty awful in 
recent months. However, remedial 
repairs have now taken place and 
with the dry weather and lighter 
evenings it is much improved.

constant irritation
Now that the hall is being used 
more frequently the continual car 
parking of hall users, in Francis 
Road, is becoming a constant 
irritation to the residents who, 
in some instances, have been un-
able to use their own drives. It is 
also further to walk from Francis 
Road to the Hall than from the 
car park! 

Thank you for your coopera-
tion and continued support.
H & E. VHMC.

Free Goldfish Offer
Free goldfish to anyone in the vil-
lage who would like to add a few 
to their pond. Please call Les on 
01462 742836.

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 

Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.


