
  May 2007            for Caldecote, Edworth, Hinxworth and Newnham               No.68

Village Voice
Broadband still a problem

St Vincent‛s Coffee Morning May 3rd
Exhausted by doing your civic  duty and voting? Why not visit Lodge 

Cottage, opposite the Village Hall, Newnham for a refreshing cup of 
coffee? The coffee morning, organized by Gwen, Maria and Sheila, is 
in aid of St Vincent’s Church, Newnham and will run from 10.30 am 
until 12.30 pm. Coffee and biscuits and unrivalled conversation could 
just set you back a measly £2. See you there?

 I started calling BT about my broadband not working on the 25th 
February.  This was in the form of two phone calls to India.  The first 
time I was  on the phone so long while they tested my line, I got cut off.  
when I got back through again it was to somebody different who started 
all over again! Once again I got cut off.  From here I phoned the two 
complaints lines, the first of which was automated, even more annoying, 
and the second number actually had a human being the other end, who 
gave me the number of the U.K fault line in Ireland.  That phone call 
gave me the promise that an engineer would call before 12 o’clock the 
following day.  This did not happen.

broadband on....for two days
 I was at this point unable to deal with this matter any further as I went 
into hospital.  On my return about a week later my broadband seemed 
to be working.  This was the case for two days!  This was the start of more 
than eight phone calls, more promises of engineers coming, a few more 
line tests, operators saying they had no knowledge of my previous phone 
calls and the case had been closed.  Finally I was given a new number to 
call, which was the BT help desk in Cardiff.  This did eventually end in 
an engineer visiting on Saturday, 24th March. 

it‛s your degraded £100 extension
He told me that the extension we paid about £100 for and that was fitted 
by BT the previous year, had ‘probably degraded’ and that was why the 
broadband was working downstairs and not up.  

free wireless hub to shut me up
Three more phone calls later, the last one being to the manager, I was 
offered a free wireless hub, perhaps to shut me up.  On receiving this 
hub I then had to pay £91 to get an adaptor for my computer so it could 
take a wireless connection!   I have managed to set up the hub and have 
my fingers crossed that this will be the end.

 I hate to think what our phone bill is going to be as we pay for 0845 
number calls to the fault line and the help desk.  However if you would 
like to talk to a person in the U.K,  BT broadband help desk number 
is 0845 605 0003.
Helene Donohoe

Representatives pressure bt
As we went to press, we contacted Councillor Andrew Young who is 
working with Member of Parliament Oliver Heald to sort out this 
broadband mess. Andrew told Village Voice that he had forwarded Jo 
Johnson’s survey data  and other material to Oliver Heald who had taken 
up the question with BT. The Head of Parliamentary Affairs at BT had 
been in touch with Mr Heald and had promised that the matter would 
be investigated and Mr Heald informed of the result. Meanwhile our 
Editor’s letter to the Chief Executive of Tiscali has had some effect. A 
senior engineer promised to investigate, and  report back by April 26th. 
Coincidentally the editor’s broadband service had miraculously, perhaps 
temporarily, improved. 

keep in touch, if you can
 If readers have further horror stories about broadband, please contact 
Village Voice....if your broadband and ours is working. The main suspect, 
apart from all the buck-passing people, remains the BT cable between 
Ashwell and Hinxworth. Why won’t BT renew it?
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Dates for your Diary
May 3rd Parish Council  and North Herts District Council Election, 

Hinxworth Village Hall 7 am until 10 pm. 
May 3rd Coffee morning Lodge Cottage, Newnham 10.30 - 12.30
June 17th Newnham Parish Lunch, tickets £10 and further details 

from Sue Bain  on  01462 742284 & Audrey Whalley 01462 742517
June 23rd 6 pm Party in the Park, Hinxworth Recreation Ground. 
July 8th St Nicholas Church Barbecue and fun afternoon.
August 29th Village Outing to Eltham Palace and Down House. Cost 

approx £25 (less for EH members). Details 01462 742505.
October 20th Multi venue village quiz. Contact Michael or Heather 

Baim on 01767 315094 for details.
December  9th 9.15 am  The Bishop of Saint Albans comes to St 

Nicholas Hinxworth Patronal Festival. 12.30 pm St Nicholas Lunch in 
the Village Hall.

If you have an event you want to publicize, why not contact Village 
Voice with the details? This may help you to attract participants, and 
avoid dates being double booked. 

Where are all our honey bees?
Honey bees (Apis mellifera) have always been a highly valued insect 

– so much so that many cultures have held them to be sacred. For example 
in Egyptian myth, they were regarded as the tears of Ra, the sun god. Per-
haps the ancients knew what we have forgotten – that bees are responsible 
for pollinating the majority of plants and trees in the world and therefore 
guaranteeing food supply to all humans, animals and birds. 

 pesticides may be the villains
So it is alarming to find that in many parts of the world there is a mysteri-
ous decimation of the bee population. In America professional beekeepers 
are losing up to 80% of their hives. Within a matter of a few weeks a 

 
The Three Peaks Challenge in the 

Yorkshire Dales covers the area’s highest 
peaks,  Whernside 736m, Pen-y-Ghent 
694m and Ingleborough 723m. The  
“real” Three Peaks take place across Eng-
land Scafell  978m, Scotland Ben Nevis - 
1344m and Wales Snowdon - 1085m but 
as I’ve climbed Scafell for  the Silver Duke 
of Edinburgh award and will be climbing 
Snowdon in October the main aim of this 

three peaks challenge was to raise money for our trip to Morocco in the 
summer, improve our walking for it and become friends too. 

sleepwalk and a snowman
Whilst some crazy people decide to run the challenge we took  the easier 
option of walking with day packs. Setting out at five in the morning just 
after the clocks went forward wasn’t nice for the sleep-lovers of the group 
but the dark meant we could “sleep walk”! As bright blue skies lit up 
the wonderful paths to the peaks it was easy to forget that it’s not just 
the Three Peaks, you do actually have to get to them somehow, walking 
miles between them. The first peak however  was covered in cloud and 
the wind picked up so we definitely had the windswept look coming 
down. The second peak was literally a climb to the top with many sugar 
stops to keep us going. Despite the warm day we saw the last remaining 
winter snow and made a very attractive foot tall  snowman. Perhaps the 
hardest part of the day was the dry-stone walls and barbed wire - not so 
great on your legs or new trousers and the squatting for the girls when 
nature called. Being a man does have some advantages.  

go for it
So 13hrs, 24 miles, 5 twisted ankles and a million sheep later, we 
completed it and returned to the lodge for some curry and sleep! It 
certainly was a challenge but nothing  anyone couldn’t  have done.  I 
would certainly say to anyone thinking about doing it, “go for it even 
if you just do one of the peaks. It’s worth it for the views and the sense 
of achievement.” It was all to raise some money for our school’s annual 
trip with the geography department to Morocco in July where we will 
be trekking for about seven  days and experiencing the local culture. We 
were criticized for not doing the Three Peaks for charity  but the trip to 
Morocco is a once in a life time chance to experience a hugely different 
culture and see places most won’t see on their usual holiday. 

if I can, so could you
 Only two weeks after this, friends including Abbi Grace newly moved 
into Hinxworth and I also took part in the Duke of Edinburgh Gold 
award practice and walked another 50 miles across Wales. Once again we 
were hugely lucky with the weather and acquired some attractive burns 
ranging from pink to strawberry red. Although the award takes place 
over four days the real challenge is mixing with others in sometimes very 
stressful situations and reaching a low point but rising out of it -  just 
having some chocolate always helps! What I’ve learned  is that if I can 
do it, anyone can.
Katie Scales

Katie Scales 3 Peaks

healthy hive can suddenly lose all 
its workers, leaving just a queen 
and a few sickly remnants. The 
mystery is that no dead bees can be 
found. No one really yet knows the 
cause of this. But current opinion 
is that the bees are being affected 
by a mite or parasite – not usually 
a problem to a healthy hive – but 
at the same time their immune 
system and their directional sense 
are being damaged by new varieties of pesticide. Among these are the 
neonicotinoids, which are already known to be poisonous to bees. France 
saw a huge fall in its bee population in the 1990s. This was blamed on 
the insecticide Gaucho which has now been banned in that country. 

watch out for bees
So let’s keep a lookout for honeybees in Hinxworth. Flowers and apple 
and cherry blossom should be humming with them now, but I haven’t 
heard any yet. Lime blossom is also a favourite for bees, but last year 
the avenue of limes from the Ashwell road to the church was ominously 
silent, as were the limes towards the end of Chapel Street.
I’ve always wanted to keep bees. Now it seems not just a nice idea but 
an essential one. 
Simon Marlow
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Bowled over by response
If you want to see what the competitive 

spirit is all about, go to Hinxworth Village Hall 
on a Thursday afternoon between 2 pm and 
4 pm. That’s when the Indoor Bowling Club 
meets. There are already enough members to 
take part in two matches simultaneously. Our 
picture shows founder and chairman John 
Tookey setting a fine example. If you’d like to 
know more, phone John on 01462 742439.

Wyrd Sisters at Knebworth
Terry Pratchett  fans will enjoy a stage adaptation of his ‘Wyrd Sisters’ 

presented by the Knebworth Amateur Theatrical Society in Knebworth 
Village Hall on May 17-19 at 7.45 pm. Tickets £6, £4.50 concessions, 
available from Jo Simson. Phone her on 01438 814166. We’re told that 
it’s a fast and hilarious “Macbeth meets Discworld” epic in which the 
Wyrd Sisters turn out to be the heroines of the play making sure that 
the dead King’s baby son is safe and his crown stowed in the costume 
hamper of some travelling players. It sounds like a lot of fun.



Hinxworth Parish Council 
         Minutes of the meeting April 5th 2007 in the village hall.
 Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes were accepted as a correct 

record and signed by the  Chairman.
 Matters arising from the minutes: Ashwell Bus Timetable: The 

Chairman has contacted Michael Sheldrick, Ashwell Taxi Bus, regard-
ing his providing a service to Hinxworth. This he has agreed to do 
by appointment, the contact numbers are  01767-318867 or mobile 
07850-187531.  

 Chairman’s Report: At this the last meeting of the current Parish 
Council before the election on May 3rd  the Chairman thanked the 
Councillors and the Clerk for their contribution to what has been an 
‘exciting four years’. He had been Chairman for the latter three of the 
years,  Harry King taking the Chair for the first year.  

 Correspondence: Plastic Bottle Recycling: The Councillors agreed 
to the request by N.H.D.C to site a plastic bottle bank in the Village 
Hall car park.  The Clerk to write to N.H.D.C.

 Village Hall:  Programme for Refurbishment: The Councillors have 
now agreed to ask Tony Devaney to audit the  Village Hall refurbishment 
accounts. The snagging has yet to be completed by Conamar. Architects 
Eades Hotwani need to be contacted to see when this work will be done. 
In the meantime if there are any further items requiring rectification 
the Village Hall Management Committee should report these to the 
Architects.  The Clerk to contact Eades Hotwani.

 Village Hall Management Committee: The Parish Council are disap-
pointed yet again not to have received the Village Hall ‘Business Plan’ as 
promised for this meeting.

 Planning: Nothing to report. 
 Finance:     Current Parish Council Funds: The Clerk is in the proc-

ess of compiling the year end accounts.
 Speedsign: Hertfordshire County Council have sent an invoice to 

the Parish Council for the sum of approximately £1900.00 in respect 
of the speed sign installed nearly four years ago. This is obviously an 
oversight and District Councillor Andrew Young and County Coun-
cillor Tony Hunter  are investigating on behalf of the Parish Council. 
Current Annual Subscriptions: The Councillors agreed the incoming 
Parish Council should review these at the next Parish Council meeting 
after the May election.

 Recreation Ground: The Tennis Court: Tony Smyth agreed to spray 
the tennis court with weed-killer to clear the moss and the weeds. At the 
A.G.M. it was proposed a broom be provided for sweeping the court 
before and/or after each time it is used. The Councillors agreed to provide 
the funds for the purchase of the broom.  

 Youth Activities: Harry King had nothing further to report.
 Highways: Do not forget please that it is necessary for all road users 

to contact the Hertfordshire Highways Fault Line – 01438-737320 to 
report a fault. Please ask for a log number of the call.

 Ongoing items: The Councillors asked the Clerk to contact Cliff 
Barnaby of Hertfordshire Highways to check whether the flooding at the 
side of Martin Shaw’s property in Chapel Street had been rectified.

 Police Matters: Speed Traps: The Councillors agreed these should 
take place in the Village during peak times, morning and evening. It 
appears rather pointless for the Police to spend time and effort in trying 
to monitor vehicle speeds outside the morning and afternoon peak time. 
The route through Hinxworth is used as a ‘rat run’ during these periods. 
It is well known that the traffic through the Village during the day is 
minimal.  The Clerk to notify P.C. Marina 

Police Mobile Van: This will be in the Car Park at the Three Horse-
shoes on Saturday April 28th from 9 am until 11 am. 

 Any Other Business: None                                                       
Date of the Next Meeting: On Thursday June 7th 2007 at 8.00 pm 

in the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 8.40pm.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Council

Hinxworth and Edworth WI

Verity White has worked for the BBC at Bristol 
for nearly seven  years and is now an assistant pro-
ducer. She spent time in Borneo filming Orangutan 
Diaries and was saddened to see the rainforest being 
destroyed at such a frightening rate. The effect on 
the orangutans was pitiful and it was appalling to 
see how the indigenous population treated these 
beautiful animals. 

aggressive hornets award

Did you watch Orangutan Diaries?

Members Night on 12th April was an opportunity for the committee 
to sit back and relax. President for the evening, Janet Fair, introduced 
Val Mogridge of the East of England Broadband Network based in 
Hinxworth. After giving us a talk on the company we were invited to 
do what the W.I. does best, bake some cakes.  The three historic cake 
recipes were Fire of London Cakes, Anglo Saxon Honey and Spice cakes 
and a Victoria Sandwich named after Queen Victoria. The results were 
delicious. Gifts were presented to the committee with thanks for all their 
hard work throughout the year.

The Cheese and Wine evening for W.I. funds on April 13th was a 
great success with about 60 members and guests attending.  Next month 
on 10th May resolutions will be discussed, so do join us for an important 
meeting in the W.I. Calendar. New members always welcome.
Jean M Brown

Verity went to Japan last year and filmed some very aggressive hornets 
which kill around 40 people a year. The programme, called “Buddha 
Bees, and the Giant Hornet Queen”  was shown on BBC on April 25th. 
Verity’s film won the Best Television Programme at a recent awards 
ceremony beating the Planet Earth series.

Jessica White

chased by a rhino
Verity has spent the last six months in 
the Kalahari Desert filming meerkats for 
a general release film. One day she was 
charged  by a rhinoceros and had to run 
for her life and managed to climb a tree 
just in time!

Birdman William of Hinxworth
William Webber of New Inn Road, 

Hinxworth, has a private pilot’s licence 
but finds more pleasure in flying his para-
motor, essentially a 14 horsepower motor 
strapped to his back, and suspended from 
a fabric wing. “I’ve been doing this for 
about two years,” William told me. “I 
trained for three days to convert to this 
form of flying. A complete course for a 
beginner would cost about £900. Robin 
Bentley from Edworth has done just that. 
Paramotoring is incredibly simple. You 
pull the left toggle to go to the left, the right toggle to go to the right. 
The skill is all in the ability to ground-handle the wing. You have this 
huge canopy  and this engine on your back weighing maybe 35 kilos and 
you have to be able to keep it all together until you get off the ground. 
To learn ground handling you don’t need an engine, you just go into a 
field with the canopy and the training harness and hone your skills.  The 
furthest I’ve been is about 30 miles, but the motor will run for 4 hours 
and with a downwind of 20 mph it would be easy to get to the coast. It’s 
not dangerous, it’s safer than horse-riding.” Want to know more? Look at 
www.paramotorsuk.co.uk, or ring William on 01462-742488. There’s a 
paramotor event at Brooklands Farm, Alconbury May 18th to 20th.



Sunday 6th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 13th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 20th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 27th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
            9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Church Services - MayOn the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: fool1@tiscali.co.uk

 copy date 
Please send all copy and 
pictures for June Village 
Voice to Patrick Forbes, 18 
Francis Road, Hinxworth, 
Herts. SG7 5HL,  email to  
fool1@tiscali.co.uk by May 
20th. Thank you.

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays May 10th and 24th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

Village Walk
The next village walk will be on 
Friday May 25th, meeting at 10.30 
am outside the Three Horseshoes 
pub in Hinxworth.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924 for  mid to long term problems, 
0845 33 00 222 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a 
couple of hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a 
crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Soup Lunch
The next Hinxworth Soup Lunch 
will be held on Friday May 11th 
at the Village Hall from 12.30 pm 
until 2 pm. Everyone is most wel-
come. If you haven’t been before, it 
really is time you experienced this 
amazing value for money event.
Everyone is most welcome.

Although we have one on the lowest crime rates in the UK it is my 
intention to reduce it even lower. There is always an increase in this type 
of crime over these periods. Please be extra vigilant with your security 
arrangements and check once again these few pointers to assist you in 
a small way:-

·     Ask a friend or neighbour to look after your house if you are 
away, be sure to leave details of where you are staying or contact details. 
Please send us a unoccupied premises form. These are available at your 
local post office.

·     Cancel milk, newspapers etc.
·     Make use of time switches. Better still, leave a radio on.
·     Don’t leave items of value on open view.
·      Take  time out one day to mark your property, photograph items 

of high value e.g. jewellery and note serial numbers of electrical goods.
·     Don’t forget outbuilding i.e. sheds and garages. Also as the days 

are getting lighter we find that cycles which have been in storage over 
the winter months are once again being used. So if you should own 
one, try to prevent it from being stolen, and please adopt some of the 
guidelines offered.

·     Do not leave cycles in isolated places.
·    Park safely and considerately where your bike will not cause a 

danger or obstruction to others – particularly to older people, young 
children, or people with disabilities.

·     Always lock a cycle when leaving it, even if it’s only for a few 
minutes.

·     Secure bikes to proper stands or robust street furniture.
·     Lock cycles through the frame.
·     Secure or remove wheels.
·     Remove smaller parts and accessories that can’t be secured, espe-

cially lights, pumps and quick release saddles.
·     Remember that more than half of cycle thefts happen at the 

owner’s home.
Paul the ‘Plod‛

Bank Holiday Crime

Residents of Edworth should not use the police contact numbers at the 
back of Village Voice as they are in Bedfordshire and not Hertfordshire, 
so they do not apply to us. We should contact a Bedfordshire police 
station who will then give us alternative numbers.
Lesa Welch, Edworth

Edworth residents, please note

                  

Village Outing
Is there anyone else out there who 
wants to come to Eltham Palace 
London and Down House on this 
year’s village trip on Wednesday 
29th August? Cost about £22- 
£25 depending on numbers.Again 
please direct your enquiries to 
Sylvia Scales 01462 742505.

Midsummer revels
aka Party in the Park
23rd June 2007 

6pm till late
Not only would it be nice to 

have more local talent – come on 
don’t be shy; all those who can 
strum or hum help make this the 
biggest and best p-in-p yet! -But 
it’s also not too early to place your 
order for tickets,  discount for 
early birds – money by the 1st of 
June – £12 / £11 each for adults 
with BBQ, £8 / £7 each for chil-
dren with BBQ (under 12), £10 
/ £9 adults without food, £6 / £5 
children without food, £35 / £31 
2 adults 2 children. The first price 
applies to all tickets sold or paid 
for after 1st June.

Please help 
 We always need loads of help-

ers to make this village event go 
with a swing both before and after 
the event so please see if you can 
possibly spare an hour or two on 
Saturday all day or on the Sunday 
morning, whether it be putting 
up marquees, making salads, or 
just plain carrying things out of 
the village hall on to the field – all 
essential tasks. So please help!

 All enquiries of what ever sort 
to Sylvia Scales on 01462  742505. 
Thanks very much.

Schoolboy 15 to 16 years wanted 
for grasscutting  at weekends plus 
odd jobs in Hinxworth.Rate nego-
tiable.  Phone 01462 743247

Help wanted

Election Candidates 
Candidates in the May 3rd 

election for North Herts District 
Council, Arbury Ward, are: Ian 
Simpson, 93 Back Street, Ashwell, 
Baldock,Herts., SG7 5PG Liberal 
Democrat, and Andrew Young, 41 
Ashwell Road,Bygrave, Herts, SG7 
5DY Local Conservatives.

Candidates for Hinxworth Par-
ish Council’s five seats are: Martin 
Hoffman, Chapel House, Chapel 
Street; Harry King, White House, 
Chapel Street; Simon Marlow, Hill 
Cottage, Arnolds Lane;Yvonne 
Tookey, 7 Francis Road; Paul 
Watler, Watlefield, Francis Road; 
Leslie Whitfield, Middle Farm-

house, Chapel Street. 
Vo t i n g  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n 

Hinxworth Village Hall from  7 
am on Thursday May 3rd and the 
polls close at 10 pm

Newnham Church Theft
A thief broke open a collection 

box in St Vincent’s Church, Newn-
ham and stole the contents, unlikely 
to have been very much,  on Tuesday 
April 24th.  Police were informed.

small ads
Use Village Voice to buy, sell, 
whatever, subject to space, and 
always free. Contact the Editor.


