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  Rugby Prompts Quiz Date Change 
Due to the England rugby team taking part in the Rugby World Cup 
Final it was decided that in the interests of the Quiz that it should be 
postponed, the Quiz that is. Much as we tried to have the Final postponed 
– some people just wouldn’t listen!
This was done after several discussions highlighted the opinion that 
there would be a clash of interest. We do hope that the decision did not 
inconvenience the hosts involved or their guests. If it did, please accept 
our apologies.

November 24 is new date
The new date is Saturday November 24th at 7.30 pm.This is a great 
opportunity for those who couldn’t participate before now to do so! It 
promises to be a great evening.  If you would like to be a host or have 
further information please call Heather or Michael Baim on 01767 
315094 or email royal_penguin@hotmail.com

Recently local newspaper reports have been seen indicating that local 
councils were reviewing locations for possible Gypsy sites in the area. One 
of these is reported to be near Ashwell on the Hinxworth road. As local 
people are already voicing their concern, Village Voice asked Councillor 
Andrew Young for his comments. 

He told us that the papers were referring to a consultant’s report drawn 
up for local councils in response to a government initiative relayed to 
them through the East of England Regional Assembly. The report was 
commissioned in order to identify possible additional sites that might 
be suitable should the number of individual caravan pitches required 
exceed those that current sites could accommodate. 

His view was that this was an unlikely occurrence and even if this 
assessment proved wrong the problems of cost, infrastructure and other 
planning constraints would make the selection of a rural site, such as the 
one near Ashwell, difficult to justify.

We may have to wait for some little time to see if this is the case.

Residents in Caldecote have formed an 
organization named ‘Caldecote Church 
Friends’. Its purpose is to raise funds for 
the maintenance and restoration of their 
beautiful little medieval church.  Large scale 
maintenance work is carried out by a London 
organisation, aptly known as ‘The Friends of 

Caldecote Church Finds Friends

Friendless Churches’, but the committee of the new local group will help 
with the many smaller tasks.

concerts and festivals
Apart from religious services, the group aims to open the church to the 
public for communal events such as a Fuchsia Festival, concerts, art 
exhibitions and so on. A Fuchsia Festival held in 2006 was a huge success, 
and showed widespread interest in this little hidden heritage gem.
There are only seven houses in Caldecote, so the group needs help. Anyone 
wishing to become a member of the group can easily do so by filling in 
an application form and paying a one-off joining fee. How much? As 
much or as little as you like. For more information, contact the Hon. 
Secretary, Peter Robbins on 01462 742440.

Alternative Christmas Card Scheme
It’s almost time to be thinking about buying Christmas cards again.  

Last year our Alternative Christmas Card scheme in Hinxworth and 
Edworth raised more than £600 for the two charities we supported.  
Moreover, since many of you were kind enough to make Gift Aid dec-
larations, the extra the Charities would have been able to claim in tax 
rebates should have brought the overall total to well over £750. 

In 2007 we shall again support our local Hospice in Letchworth, 
which of course continues to rely on voluntary contributions, but if 
anyone has any ideas for a second humanitarian charity that helps those 
in the Third World,  then please do let me know.   The idea is that those 
taking part support either or both of these charities by donating the 
money that they would otherwise have spent on buying and sending 
Christmas cards to their friends in Hinxworth and Edworth.  As last 
year, a flyer with our Christmas greetings above the names of all the 
participants will then be delivered to every house in these villages just 
before Christmas.

Contact me on 01462 743137 if you are interested in repeating 
the scheme or joining for the first time and, when we’ve decided on 
the second charity, I’ll tell you in next month’s Village Voice how to 
contribute.  Meanwhile, remember  -  you don’t need to buy so many 
Christmas cards! 
Janet Fair
James Badger of Rosemary 
Cottage, High Street, 
Hinxwor th ,  marr i ed 
Philippa Bennett at All 
Saints, Long Marston on 
September 1st. This picture 
was taken by Philippa’s 
sister, Catherine. The 
happy couple honeymooned 
i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a . 
Congratulations to them 
both.

Gypsy Site “unlikely”



Dates for your Diary
November 3rd Ashwell School fireworks on Hinxworth recreation ground.
November 17th Village Supper, Village Hall, Hinxworth. 01462 742505.
November 24th Multi venue quiz - see front page for details
December 8th Ashwell at Christmas - details next month.
December 9th 9.15 Bishop of St Albans comes to St Nicholas Church.
December  9th 12.30 pm  St Nicholas  Festival Lunch. Village Hall.

Hinxworth and Edworth W.I.

Elgar Concert wows audience, raises £730

Saturday October 6th saw a packed Village Hall welcome back into its 
midst The Lyra String Quartet who gave us all a virtuoso performance 
of some of Sir Edward Elgar’s works to mark the 150th anniversary of 
his birth in 1857.

We heard the beautiful and thrilling “String Quartet”, some delightful 
arrangements of “Salut d’Amour”, “Chanson de Nuit” and “Chanson 
de Matin”. We heard the Suite from “The Spanish Lady” and “La Ca-
pricieuse” arranged by Simon Marlow. All of this was linked with stories 
and anecdotes about Elgar, his character and his life.

Clare Finnimore and her friends were, as usual, in sparkling form and 
the audience, also in sparkling form, really didn’t want the evening to end. 
Only with the greatest reluctance, therefore, did the Quartet eventually 
leave the Hall to the thunderous applause of those remaining.

The Concert, in aid of Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall, raised 
a net figure of £730 towards its funds.  

The Village Hall Management Committee would like to thank all 
those many people who worked so tirelessly to make the evening the 
success that it was, Mid Beds District Council for its support through 
its Arts Aloud! initiative and, last but by no means least, the audience 
without whose attendance and support the evening would have turned 
into a rather damp squib!
Heather and Michael Baim

Hinxworth Archers win League
Just to prove that last year’s league win was no fluke. Hinxworth Archery 
Club emerged from their final summer league match of the season with 
a win against Chiltern A.C. Finishing with a total of 33 points and 5 
straight wins they took the county league title for the second year in 
succession.The Hertfordshire Archery Association’s summer league finals 
table 2007 is as follows:
Hinxworth A.C.(North Herts) 33 Points
Howard Bowmen, Lemsford 27 Points
Abbey Bowmen, St Albans  26 Points
Hertford A.C., Hertford  22 Points
Chiltern A.C., Buckland   15 Points
Stortford A.C., Bshps. Stortford 10 Points
Green Dragon, Knebworth    7 Points
David Osmond

Ashwell Christmas Cards
      Three new Christmas Cards are now available from the Card Shop 
opposite Ashwell Stores on Saturdays 10-1pm, and Sundays 2-4.30pm  
and in Church after the morning service.
The first is a reproduction of the Sheldrick embroidery, ‘the Virgin and 
Child’, the second is ‘Ashwell from Newnham Hill’ by  Canon Patrick 
Bright. The third is a watercolour by Patrick of ‘Snow in Church Lane.’
There are 10 cards in each pack which cost £ 3-50.  The cards are sold in 
aid of the St Mary’s Restoration Fund and Christian Aid

      At the October Meeting members warmly welcomed the speaker 
Helen Lindhurst of Mill End Nursery, Rushden, who arrived laden with 
shrubs and plants to demonstrate how to plant containers for winter 
colour.  While planting her pots Helen also explained how the nursery 
was run and how one person could plant 10,000 plants in a day.  Helen 
soon had her baskets filled with colourful plants which she generously 
donated to the raffle.  Next year her garden will be open and we are 
looking forward to a visit in July, plus a tour of the nursery.

Christmas shopping early
November’s meeting on the 8th is the A.G.M.  After the business is 
completed there will be a Christmas Craft table and Bring and Buy.  
There will be a table display of jewellery, make-up and linen by Virgin 
Vie. This is a chance to start your Christmas shopping early.  The meeting 
starts at 7.45pm.  Everyone welcome.
 J.M. Brown

Covent Garden to Farrowby

There’s a new shop at Farrowby Farm - Anny’s Attic. Village Voice 
went to meet Ann-Marie Owen of Bedford Bears Ltd. “I’ve been making 
traditional teddy bears for 23 years. My husband collected teddy bears 
and started the business and I’ve carried it on. I’ve sold mainly in Covent 
Garden at the craft market there. I’ve always had a unit to work from on 
one of the farms. I was at Church Farm, Dunton and then I was asked 
if I’d like to work here. It’s such a beautiful location, so I’m here making 
the bears and people can come in and see me at work. Then of course it 
snowballed as I have a lot of friends in Covent Garden who make their 
own things by hand so we ended up with a range of hand made crafts. 
We’ve got jewellery, leather goods, cuff links, wooden flowers, evening 
bags, paintings, etchings, and ceramics from a lady in Cople.”

Thinking about Christmas, I asked about the price range of products 
on sale. “It’s difficult getting hand made toys for children these days,” 
said Ann-Marie. “They start from £10 upwards. We have small gifts from 
£4. You can’t get away from imported items but I know who makes the 
scarves. It’s great to complement Beverley with all her lovely foods.”

“We’re open every day except Wednesday, same as Farrowby Farm, 
10 am until 4 pm.”  Bears can be made for any occasion and you can see 
some of Ann-Marie’s work on www.bedfordbears.co.uk  Or you could leg 
it down to Farrowby where you’ll be able to see very much more.

Ann-Marie with the Voice’s new bear hand puppet

Amy Louise  Lloyd 
of Hinxworth and 
Jonathan Marc Moss 
of Letchworth were 
married  on September 
1 s t  a t  The  Swi s s 
Garden, Shuttleworth. 
A reception followed at 
The Barn,Hinxworth 
Manor Farm, Edworth. 
We wish  them and the 
other newly-weds well

St Nicholas Day 
December 9th

Please join us as we 
welcome the Bishop 
of St Albans at 9.15 
am to our special 
service. Then come to 
our ‘bring and share’ 
lunch in Hinxworth 
Village Hall at 12.30 
pm. More details  in 
next month’s Voice.



Hinxworth Parish Council

continued in columns 3 and 4

continued from columns 1 and 2

     Minutes of the meeting held October 4th in the Village Hall
 Minutes of the last meeting. The Councillors appointed Mr Simon 

Marlow Acting Chairman.  The minutes were accepted as a correct record 
and signed by the Acting Chairman.

 Matters arising from the minutes:  Village Clock: Wendy Kitchener 
contacted Graham Newman from James Ltd of  Saffron Walden  to advise 
on the condition of  the clock. Along with Gordon Hayden they met 
with Graham who overhauled the clock and generally put it back into 
good working order. The recommendation from Graham is the clock 
should be maintained annually and that Gordon, who has kindly wound 
the clock on a weekly basis continues to do so as he is would be aware 
of  any unusual idiosyncrasies. The Councillors therefore agreed with 
Graham Newman’s recommendation and put on record their thanks to 
Gordon for agreeing to continue to wind the clock. They also wish to 
thank Graham Newman for his help and advice in this matter. Also they 
convey their thanks to Andrew Young who has kindly agreed to fund 
the innitial overhaul of  the clock.The Chairman is to write and thank 
Andrew, Gordon and Graham.

 Correspondence: Mr Anthony Taylor: The Parish Council noted 
his letter concerning the difficulty in parking he is encountering by his 
residence.

 Village Hall: Programme for Refurbishment: The snagging pro-
gramme is now underway. This should be completed within the next 
few weeks.

 Planning: Site off  High Street, Hinxworth: The Parish Council 
is awaiting the outcome of  the appeal by Mr Saxon held at North Herts 
District Council Offices on 2nd October.

 Finance: Annual Accounts 2006/2007: The Accounts are now with 
the external auditors.  The current financial position was circulated to 
the Councillors. Funding: Further funds have been applied for from 
the Parish Enhancement and Cleansing Fund. The Budget for 2008/09 
will be discussed at the next meeting. 

Recreation Ground: The Funding for Rural Play Iniative: Helen 
Young N.H.D.C. is to contact Yvonne Tookey to discuss the funding of  
the current items needing replacement as well as any further items of  
play equipment that may be required after Yvonne has consulted with the 
parents in the Village. The Tennis Court: Members for 2007/2008 are: 
the Bentley family, the Cobb family, the Floyd family, the Hepburn fam-
ily, the Hull family, the Lillie family.  If  anyone is using the Tennis Court 
and hasn’t paid their subscription yet please do so a.s.a.p.! Maintenance: 
The Parish Councillors have reviewed the maintenance required in the 
Recreation Ground Area. It is hoped the funding from the P.E.C. Fund 
will cover this cost. The wooded area also requires some maintenance. 
Beech Hedge: The Councillors thanked John Cheney for kindly cutting 
the hedge at such short notice.  

Village Items:There has been no response from Cliff Barnaby Hert-
fordshire Highways on when the Hinxworth road issues are to be resolved. 
Eoin Bell, Countryside Access Officer H.C.C. has not responded to the 
Orchard Lodge flooding problem or notified the Parish Council if David 
Stutley has contacted him. Therefore the Councillors agreed to write to 
David Stutley to ascertain how he intends to deal with the problem of 
the flooding. Wendy Kitchener to contact Hertfordshire Highways and 
David Stutley.  Street Lighting: Hinxworth has been earmarked for 
the pilot project to turn off the streetlights at midnight. Details of when 
this will commence have yet to be notified to the Council. The Council 
is in agreement for the pilot project place to take place, but obviously 
the outcome will need analysing in conjunction with the residents and 
the Parish Council before any further action is taken.  Homefield/High 
Street: The hedges in this area have now been trimmed to allow vehicles 
exiting from Homefield to have a clearer view of vehicles approaching.  
Gap in the A1: Vehicles are still using this as a crossing point in the A1 
at the end of New Inn Road.Bedfordshire County Council have given 
a provisional date of April 2008 to close this gap. The Councillors now 
require a definite date.  Wendy Kitchener to contact Beds.C.C.
      Police Matters: Speed Traps: These are now taking place during peak 

times.  Paul Marina has notified the Parish Council that the names of 
those prosecuted for speeding offences are not published by the Police. 

Environmental Issues: Household Bin Collection: Each household 
in the Village has now received a leaflet with all the main information 
on the New Waste and Recycling Service. Should anyone have any con-
cerns regarding the Household Bin Collection please notify the Parish 
Councillors or the Parish Clerk.

 Any Other Business: The War Memorial: Last year Andrew Young 
obtained funding for maintaining the War Memorial. Due to various 
factors this was not completed. Therefore Simon Marlow and Les Whit-
field are arranging for the work to be done prior to the Remembrance 
Sunday Service. Footpaths Meeting: Simon Marlow was due to attend 
this meeting but due to unforeseen circumstances he is unable to go. It 
is hoped he will be provided with any relevant information.
     Date of  the Next Meeting: November 1st 2007 at 8.00 pm in the 
Village Hall. The meeting  closed at 9.00 pm.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council 
      

 Enough to make you turn green!
For the past year many of our residents have been reducing their 

carbon footprints significantly.  Community Oil, the Welwyn-based 
heating oil supplier, is offering their optional Green-and-Save scheme 
which is designed to make huge reductions in harmful boiler flue carbon 
emissions (your carbon footprint).  At the same time there is a very sig-
nificant improvement in fuel economy - more heat from the same litre 
of fuel.  “It’s like having a continuous voucher for about 6p per litre off  
- before you even consider the ‘green’ benefit!”

Community Oil has again agreed to continue their commitment to 
donate £10 to the Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall Refurbishment 
Fund for each new village client  when they first order heating oil.  
They have also agreed to do the same when new clients living outside 
our villages are recommended by our residents.To find out more about 
this and  other cost-reducing schemes contact Geoff Stephens, email 
communityoil@bestbuyfar.net  or phone 01438 714693

   The senior group of the Ashwell Stage School performed Agatha 
Christie’s ‘And Then There Were None’. The production was directed by 
Tom and Pippa Gearing with the help of Pippa’s dad John D. Collins who 
has recently finished a year in ‘The Mousetrap’ on the London Stage.
 The cast of 11 local teenagers put on one of the  most entertaining shows I 
have ever seen.  10 disparate guests, each with a deadly secret, join a 1930’s 
weekend house party on a remote island. One by one, they are bumped 
off. Hinxworth’s very own Becky Johnson played Vera Claythorne with a 
complete cut glass accent, fretting,  fussing  and screaming to perfection. 
Sam Blake, a thoroughly decent chap in real life, was a convincingly 
louche Captain Lombard.  Ollie Gordon portrayed the retired judge,Sir 
Lawrence with his usual theatrical aplomb, and kept us guessing  right 
to the end. Their exquisite timing brought shoulder shaking, belly 
laughter. Edworth’s Lizzie Cree, not known for sitting quietly still, gave 
a perfect portrayal of the acid tongued, elderly spinster, Emily Brent.  
Harry Blumenau,was suitably doddery as General Mackenzie. Vicky Fish 
excelled as the pedantic undercover cop, Blore. Extra points for Vicky for  
playing a bloke, as did Sophie Boorman as Marston, whose flirtatious 
swaggering convinced us that Miss Claythorne was sure to fall for his 
charms. Sammi Hacker played the cleverly trans-gendered Dr Armstrong. 
The domestic staff came from the Eyeworth Housekeeping agency; Alex 
Holmes and Isobel Talks as Mr and Mrs Rogers were suitably disrespectful 
out of earshot of the house guests. 

book tickets for Cinderella
The quality of the acting could not have been bettered.  I do urge you to 
buy tickets for the next production by this super talented bunch. Look 
out for details of ‘Cinderella’ a pantomime for Christmas and make sure 
you are first in the queue at the Post Office for what will be the festive 
season’s most sought after tickets in Ashwell.
Jo Johnson

Teenagers act their socks off



Church Services - NovemberOn the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voi�

 copy date 
Please send all copy and pictures for November Village Voice 
to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 
5HL,  email to  fool1@tiscali.co.uk by November 20th.  Vil-
lage Voice can be read at www.hinxworth.com This could be 
useful for relatives and friends abroad.

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays November 8th and 22nd from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

Village Walk
Join us for an autumnal or even 
wintry walk through the country-
side and a pub lunch on Friday 
November 30th. Meet at 10.30 
am outside the Three Horseshoes, 
Hinxworth. All welcome.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Soup Lunch
This month’s soup lunch will be 
served on Friday November 16th 
in the Village Hall, Francis Road, 
Hinxworth from 12.30 pm until 2 
pm. If you’ve never been, do come, 
you’ll be most welcome.

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 

Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 4th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 11th 9.45 am Remembrance Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 18th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 25th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
            9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Child’s Toy Mamas and Papas 
pushchair, like new condition, suit 
age 5-6 years £8.  Free computer 
screen  Tel: 01767 318449

Pushchair and screen

Satellite Navigation Equipment
      With satellite navigation equipment becoming more popular with 
motorists, it is also becoming more popular with criminals. Where it’s 
portable keep it safe by taking it, together with the support cradle and 
suction pads, with you when you leave the car. And remember to wipe 
away any suction pad marks left on the windscreen or dashboard as 
thieves will look out for these. Don’t leave the equipment in the glove 
compartment – thieves will usually check there first. You can also help 
by following these tips:

  Mark your satellite navigation equipment system with your 
postcode and house number or your vehicle  registration number or 
another unique number, using special security markers.

 Make a note of the make, model and serial number of the 
equipment and keep the note somewhere safe – not in the car.  Consider 
recording this information.

How to avoid spam scams
Protect your personal information. Share credit card or other per-

sonal information only when you're buying from a company you know 
and trust. Know who you're dealing with. Don't do business with any 
company that won't provide its name, street address, and telephone 
number.

Take your time. Resist any urge to 'act now' despite the offer and the 
terms. Once you turn over your money, you may never get it back.

Read the small print. Get all promises in writing and review  them 
carefully before you make a payment or sign a contract.  Never pay for 
a 'free' gift. Disregard any offer that asks you to pay for a gift or prize. 
If it's free or a gift, you shouldn't have to pay for it - free means free. In 
all situations, the old maxim applies: If it sounds too good to be true, 
it probably is.

The Indoor Carpet Bowls 
Club is now very well supported 
on a Thursday afternoon and  the 
skills now being shown by all the 
bowlers are creating some very 
competitive as well as good fun ses-
sions. We are hoping to encourage 
villagers who are unable to get to 
the afternoon meetings to also en-
joy the game which can be played 
on equal terms by both men and 
women and with this in mind we 
are inviting anybody who may be 
interested to come to Hinxworth 
Village Hall and have a go on the 
evening of Tuesday 13th November 
at 7-30 pm.
John Tookey

Try Carpet Bowls

If you are interested in having your 
wheelie bin regularly cleaned on a 
4 weekly basis please contact Matt 
Tyrrell at BriteBins Ltd on 08000 
281266 or visit www.britebins.
com for further details. Their  first 
cleaning day in Hinxworth will be 
Monday 12th November.

Clean Wheelie Bin

If you get a phone call on your 
mobi l e  f rom someone  s ay ing 
he or  she  is a company engineer, 
that they’re checking your  mobile  
line,  and   you  should  press #90 
or #09 or another number, don’t 
press  any  numbers, end the  call  
immediately. Fraudsters use a de-
vice that once you press  #90  or  
#09 enables access to  your  SIM 
card and calls at your expense.  

Phone Scam

Parcel Delivery Scam
  A card is posted through your 
door from a company called PDS 
(Parcel  Delivery  Service) suggest-
ing that they were unable to deliver 
a parcel and that  you need to 
contact them on 0906 6611911, a 
premium rate number. Do not call 
this number, as this is a mail scam 
originating from Belize. If you call 
the number and you start to hear a 
recorded message you will already 
have been billed a large amount of 
money for the phone call. 

If you do receive a card with 
these details, then please con-
tact Royal Mail Fraud on 020 
72396655 or ICSTIS, the pre-
mium rate service regulator. 

Remembrance Sunday
Please note that the Remem-

brance Sunday service at St 
Nicholas Church, Hinxworth 
starts at the later time of 9.45 am. 
This will allow time to move from 
the Church to the War Memo-
rial for the  Remembrance  and 
Two Minutes’ Silence at 11 am. 
There will be coffee in the Three 
Horseshoes afterwards. Thanks 
to the Parish Council for putting 
the War Memorial and Clock 
into a better state of repair before 
November 11th.
The marriage took place on 
Friday 12th October between 
Lucy Stephenson daughter of 
Alec and Margie who live in  
The Close, Hinxworth and 
Alastair Owen, commonly 
known as Hamish, in St 
Nicholas Church on a sunny 
Friday afternoon. The couple 
met while competing in the 
round the world yacht race.

Satnavs & Spam

 Order your Christmas Turkey and other delectable goodies from  
Farrowby Farm on 01462 733700

Three Horseshoes Hinxworth Music Night “semi unplugged” Sunday 
November 18th from 7.30 pm. All welcome.


