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Village Voice

Cheers Stu.....and thank you.

Dozens of Hinxworth residents packed into the Three Horseshoes 
as they joined Stu’s extended family and their many friends at our new 
landlord’s welcome party on September 15th. A delicious buffet spread 
had been specially arranged and prepared by the hosts with an army of 
helpers transferring tray after tray into the marquee in the garden.

tempting fare most welcome
In what seemed no more than a few minutes the empty trays were 
ferried back again!  So much tempting fare on a slighty chilly evening 
was clearly most welcome. Visitors came and visitors went with some 
staying considerably longer than others during the course of a number 
of hours, with everyone wanting to extend a typical warm Hinxworth 
welcome to our new friends in the pub.
So many beaming faces and much laughter from both sides of the bar 
were evidence that a good time was being enjoyed and appreciated by 
all.  A threatened challenge to Stu to remember and recall the names of 
all the residents he and his family had met that evening was eventually 
postponed for another slightly less hectic occasion!
 Thanks again Jane, Stuart, Justine and Tabitha for your 
generosity. Hinxworth welcomes you warmly. We wish you every success 
in you new venture, and welcome you to Hinxworth.
Lance Jenkins

Rubbish Decision?
I’ve been asked to write my thoughts on the soon to be introduced 

new recycling scheme and as some of you may know I’m all in favour of 
it! For me it will mean I do not have to go to the dump once a month 
with the plastic and the cans and the cardboard, hooray! In fact I won’t 
even have to go to Tesco’s to get points for recycling plastic, glass and 
cans Now that’s a shame but it will at least mean Vicky and I can stop 
our clandestine journeys to Tesco’s after 11 at night following a special 
journey to the cinema just to get there when there isn’t a queue and when 
the facility may actually be working!

caring for the environment
We even have a plastic bottle bank operational behind the village hall 

so there’s not much any of us will have to take to the tip. Of course I’m 
well aware that it’s going to be a chore to sort out your stuff, but you 
quickly get used to it, honestly. And some of you may be concerned that 
the grey bin - I thought mine was black, but hey, they say it’s grey - will 
only be collected once a fortnight. If you’re worried, just make sure all 
food waste particularly meat is in a plastic bag, preferably a biodegradable 
one now, and it really will be perfectly alright. After all it would have to 
be a pretty special rat to get under that heavy lid, and except in the hot-
test weather the smells should be no worse than usual. Surely it’s a small 
price to pay for doing the environment a world of good?

“An Inconvenient Truth” in Ashwell
Al Gore’s documentary about global warming and climate 

change will be shown at Ashwell School on Tuesday October 
2nd at 8pm. All welcome - admission free. If you are unable 
to attend, contact the Editor who has a copy of the dvd.
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We would be interested to hear your views on the new rubbish collecting 
arrangements. Contact Village Voice.

Meanwhile, there’s a new timber recycling project in Letchworth. 
They collect unwanted furniture and turn reclaimed timber into planter 
boxes, rabbit hutches, bird tables etc. They have good used furniture and 
reclaimed timber for sale. All proceeds are donated to charity, so everyone 
wins! You will find T.R.U.S.T, The Recycling Unit Saving Timber at 65b 
Station Road, Letchworth, at the rear of The Christian Bookshop. They 
are open Mondays to Thursdays 10 am - 5 pm, and Fridays 10 am to 2 
pm. Telephone 01462 686375 and 07910 458662.

Timber Recycling Project

Sylvia Scales

Picture shows some 
of the harvest pro-
duce at St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth Harvest 
Festival.  After the 
service it was auc-
tioned and raised over 
£100 for the Bishop 
of St Albans’ Harvest  
for the Hungry Appeal. Thanks to those who gave produce, and deco-
rated the church so beautifully, and to auctioneer Andy Hartree.

Hinxworth Harvest nets over £100 



Dates for your Diary
October 6th 7.30 pm Lyra String Quartet Elgar Concert - Contact Michael or 
Heather Baim for tickets on 01767 315094.
October 12th Friday soup lunch in the village hall
October 26th Village walk
October 20th Multi venue village quiz. Contact Michael or Heather Baim on 
01767 315094 for tickets.
November 17th Village Supper, Village Hall, Hinxworth. 01462 742505.
November 3rd Ashwell School fireworks on Hinxworth recreation ground.
December 9th 9.15 Bishop of St Albans comes to St Nicholas Church
December  9th 12.30 pm  St Nicholas  Festival Lunch. Village Hall.

The three peaks that I 
wrote about back in March 
were all in preparation for 
a seven day trek across the 
Atlas Mountains in Mo-
rocco. 25 of us took on the 
challenge and after surviving 
the less than healthy looking 
plane food we thought we 
could take it. We were up 

The sun came out for a successful Newnham lunch in September. 
As well as the wonderful array of cakes and sandwiches, the tea and 
Pimms were also very popular! With the addition of a white elephant 
and bottle stall the grand total raised was £341 to be shared between the 
village hall and St.Vincent’s church. Thank you to all who contributed 
and came along.

A Harvest Evensong much enhanced by the choir from Ashwell, took 
place on the 16th. Many thanks to those who helped decorate the church 
and for all the generous gifts of produce which were gratefully received 
by the cooks at Richard Cox House in Royston.

 Newnham Lunch raises £341

On Saturday Sep-
tember  8th Hinxworth 
hosted the annual club 
champ ion sh ip s  a t 
Hinxworth Recreation 
Ground with outside 
teams Aquarius and       
Kestrels. Unsurpris-
ingly the weather was 
dull but the rain stayed 
away and after a good 
day’s shoot the spread of 

Hinxworth triumphs again
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Trekking through Moroccan Mountains 

early the next morning to experience the swarming Marrakech markets 
and mad traffic  in which we had many near death experiences just outside 
the hotel. After a day of shopping and enjoying the buzz of the place the 
time came to leave and head for the mountains by minibus. It was our 
first encounter with tagine that day as well as with children who wanted 
anything you could give them. The balloons were a massive hit until they 
burst leaving them quite confused and upset! We stayed in a gite and 
were less than impressed with the bucket for a shower and stand up toilet 
though the accommodation otherwise was extremely traditional and we 
sat under cover watching a storm with mugs of mint tea. 

pringles and unlucky mules
Day one of walking and they eased us into it by walking for five hours, 
then setting up camp on big stones and having a lunch of pasta, fish, 
salad and for those of us not satisfied by lunch, Pringles! Given the 
afternoon off, we played in the stream and completed the hard task of 
washing our hair and clothes in a bucket, only to have all my clothes 
blown off the tent guide lines and into the dust so that I had to wash 
them again. We had about 15 unlucky mules that had to carry all of 
our kit and the muleteers’ kit and even with that entire load they always 
overtook us on trek. 

gigantic beetles scare
The next couple of days followed the same pattern, camping in the 

middle of nowhere but yet still being able to find the occasional hot or 
cold shower for a pound and, no matter where we were, Coke and Fanta 
being sold by the children! In the mountains, one of our aims was to 
climb Mount Magoun but we had to change plans due to bad weather 
conditions but we certainly made up for it by walking 12 hours so we 
wouldn’t have to walk as far on the last day. Luckily we didn’t see much 
wildlife to begin with, other than mules goats and a chameleon, or we 
wouldn’t all have slept outside under the stars so much, if we had seen 
the gigantic beetles seen on the last day. 

47 degrees centigrade
We spent one day walking down a gorge which was a lot of fun especially 
dunking each other in the river and the last day’s trekking was through 
the desert which was extremely hot, 43 degrees at 7.45 in the morning 
and very little shade. The desert was very different to what we had ex-
pected as it was much rockier and there was vegetation.  It was just very 
prickly. At the end of the trek we were all sad as we had to leave all our 
muleteers who entertained us every night banging cups and anything we 
had to make music and dancing in the dark but we were all relieved to 
see a proper toilet, bed and of course the pool. Next morning and our 
teacher thought it would be fun to take camels to sand dunes, which 
would have been a good idea if it hadn’t taken an hour and a half there in 
the midday heat about 47 degrees stopping at a boiling tent in the desert 
for tea! An hour and a half back and we were more than happy to get off 
the constantly burping camels, have some water and chill by the pool. 
The trip was amazing and I recommend Morocco to anyone. It’s essential  
to take gifts for the children, although be careful giving them out or you 
might get a whole load of village kids following you for miles!  
Katie Scales

Village Voice is grateful to Katie for being responsible for editing this month’s 
Village Voice. Since she joined the team last November as part of her Duke of 
Edinburgh Gold Award experience. she has contributed much to the production 
of the Voice. We hope it has been useful for her too, and that we haven’t made too 
many unreasonable demands on her time.

food and drinks was a pleasant sight. Hinxworth won all this year’s sum-
mer league matches. Thank you to all  who took part and laid on food.  

mascot and cups pictured by Bob Scales

David Osmond
Rain washes out broadband

The mistake was to think that broadband woes were yesterday’s news. 
With autumn showers have come more faults, a chronic slowing down 
of the service to the point where some pages simply won’t load at all. 
Pressed for a reason, Tiscali at Stevenage, 01438-737984 said that a BT 
manhole in the village was flooding causing problems for broadband 
users in general, not just those served by Tiscali. Village Voice would 
like to know whether this is the case, or are Tiscali users getting yet 
another bad deal? 

Reassuring news from the Parish Council that BT intends to renew 
the cable between Ashwell and Hinxworth “some time in 2008”. Mean-
while some of us go on paying  dearly for a service that would disgrace 
a banana republic. 
Patrick Meldrew Forbes



Hinxworth Parish Council

continued in columns 3 and 4

continued from columns 1 and 2

  Minutes of the meeting held September 12th in the Village Hall.
Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes were accepted as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman.
 Matters arising from the minutes: Broadband: After speaking to BT 

it appears the problem with Broadband is the connection from Ashwell. 
The cable used from the Ashwell exchange to Hinxworth is aluminium. 
In most areas this has been replaced with copper or fibre optics. It is 
expected that Hinxworth will have the cable replaced sometime in 2008. 
To enable those local residents experiencing difficulties Les Whitfield 
has found the following useful:  Ring a phone number,e.g. your mobile, 
when the length of time trying to go “on line” is too long. This seems 
to help to connect to BT Broadband immediately. Hopefully it will do 
the same for other I.S.P’s.    

 Correspondence: Village Clock: Gordon Hayden has notified the 
Parish Council the Village Clock has a problem with the chiming mecha-
nism. It appears an overhaul may be required.Les Whitfield is to discuss 
the problem with Gordon Hayden before further action is taken. 

 Homefield/High Street: The Parish Councillors have been made 
aware that the exit by vehicles from Homefield into the High Street is 
proving dangerous. This is due to vehicles parked in the High Street and 
the overgrown hedges which obscure the view. Les Whitfield will look 
into the matter.

 Village Hall: Programme for Refurbishment: The Chairman is to 
write to Geoff Burrows with regard to Conamar completing the snagging. 
He will also notify Geoff of the manhole cover requiring replacement. 
Wendy Kitchener is to draft a letter. Village Hall Management Com-
mittee: Nothing to report.  

 Planning: Site at the Cottages, off High Street.The appeal by Mr 
Saxon to this planning application will take place on 2nd October 2007 
at North Herts District Council Offices.

 Manor Farm: N.H.D.C Planning Department advised commercial 
Clay Pigeon shoots are allowed to take place at the farm on twenty eight 
occasions during the year. This does not include additional private shoots.
The Commercial Company advertising the shoots is ‘Clay Busters’ and 
they have a website.

 Recreation Ground: ROSPA Report: The Parish Council now has a 
price list for the replacement parts for those items with low to medium 
risk. The cost is £331 plus a provisional sum of £150 for labour. It is 
hoped to acquire funds from the N.H.D.C ‘Funding for Rural Play’ 
inniative.Wendy Kitchener to contact the Children and Young Persons 
Development Manager at N.H.D.C.The Tennis Court: Members for 
2007/2008 are: the Bentley family, the Cobb family, the Floyd family, 
the Hepburn family, the Hull family, the Lillie family. Maintenance: 
The Parish Councillors have reviewed the maintenance required in the 
Recreation Ground area. Paul Watler has obtained a quote for the work 
and will review what is required to be done within the next few weeks 
and report back to the Parish Councillors.

 Highways: Pot Holes/Condition of Roads:- Do not forget please that 
it is necessary for all road users to contact the Hertfordshire Highways 
Fault Line – 01438-737320 to report a fault. Please when ringing ask 
for a log number of the call.

 Village Items: As detailed in last months’ minutes this is to be in-
cluded in a report by Cliff Barnaby for the necessary work to be done by 
Hertfordshire Highways.The Parish Council has not received any further 
information from Hertfordshire Highways on when the work required 
in the Hinxworth area is to start. Eoin Bell, Countryside Access Officer, 
Hertfordshire County Council has surveyed the area that floods by the 
side of Orchard Lodge. Having visited Manor Farm he is now awaiting 
Mr Stutley to contact him. Wendy Kitchener to contact Cliff Barnaby 
and Eoin Bell. 

Police Matters: Speed Traps: These are now taking place during 
peak times.  The Parish Councillors require to know the outcome of 
the prosecutions of those motorists caught speeding through the Village.
Wendy Kitchener to contact Paul Marina.  

Environmental Issues: Household Bin Collection: The Parish 

At the September meeting Joyce Vincent amused members with her 
account of spending over a week on a Oil Tanker from Rotterdam to 
Falmouth. Persuaded by her husband into viewing the Tanker on new 
Year’s Eve, initially for one day, this unexpectedly turned into eight days 
of many hair-raising activities compensated by some very good food.

 The E.W.M Fashion Show booked for October, regretfully has been 
cancelled due to illness, and will now take place next Spring.

  The October 11th Meeting is an Open Meeting. The speaker is Helen 
Lindhurst of Mill End Nursery, who will show us how to create Winter 
Colour in the Garden in Containers. Come along and see how the experts 
do it! Start 7.45pm in the Village Hall. Everyone welcome.

The Autumn Council meeting is on 24th October at Broxbourne 
Civic Hall. The speaker will be Lord McNally, talking about ‘The Work 
and Role of the House of Lords’
Jean M Brown 

Hinxworth and Edworth W.I.

Councillors having formally objected  to the current proposal to have an 
alternate week collection of household bins, have received no response 
from N.H.D.C. The only notification received is that each household 
in the Village will receive a leaflet with all the main information on the 
New Waste and Recycling Service. Should anyone have any concerns 
regarding the Household Bin Collection please notify the Parish Coun-
cillors or the Parish Clerk.

     Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday October 4th 2007 at 8.00 
pm in the Village Hall. The meeting  closed at 9.00 pm.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

A big thank you to everybody who came to the quiz on Saturday 
September 22nd and for making it such a success.  We raised £737, all of 
which is going to the Breast Cancer unit at Addenbrooks hospital.  There 
was a fantastic turnout with a total of 16 teams taking part.  First prize 
of a bottle of champagne donated by Danny Ryan and cinema tickets 
donated by the Broadway cinema, went to Yvonne Tookey’s team ‘Who 
the Dickens’, and ‘The Campers’ took home the coveted ‘booby’ prize.  

 thanks for all your hard work
I have a list of  people I would like to thank for all the hard work they 
put in to make the evening run so smoothly: my sister Libby who was my 
fellow quiz master; my parents Geoff  and Diane for all their hard work, 
support and donations. Thanks also to my sister Elaine, Georgina and 
Julie who worked tirelessly behind the scenes scoring the quiz.  We 
had well over 15 prizes in the raffle and thanks have to go to Willows 
Property Services (husband Chris), Sarah my step daughter, Victoria 
from The Rooms in Stotfold, friends and family, Roy Beale Butchers 
Stotfold, Karen from Virgin Vie, all of  whom made generous donations 
to the raffle.

 perhaps another one
Although it was hard work I thoroughly enjoyed myself  and if  I can 
find the energy I may even do another one, but not yet. Thank you to 
everybody again 

Quiz Night Raises £737 for 
Addenbrookes Cancer Unit

 Fireworks at Hinxworth
Ashwell School PTA’s firework display will 

take place on Hinxworth Recreation Ground, 
with refreshments and a licensed bar in the Village 
Hall, on Saturday November 3rd. Gates will open 
at 5.30 pm and the display will begin at 6.30 pm. 
Family tickets: two adult with two children £15; 
adults £5; children £3. Tickets available from the 
school office. Tell your pets to stay indoors!



Church Services - OctoberOn the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Bogus callers

Village Voi�

 copy date 
Please send all copy and pictures for November Village Voice 
to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 
5HL,  email to  fool1@tiscali.co.uk by October 20th.  Village 
Voice can be read at www.hinxworth.com This could be useful 
for relatives and friends abroad.

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays October11th and 25th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

Village Walk
Join us for an autumnal or even 
wintry walk through the country-
side and a pub lunch on Friday 
October 26th. Meet at 10.30 am 
outside the Three Horseshoes, 
Hinxworth. All welcome.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Soup Lunch
This month’s soup lunch will be 
served on Friday October 12th 
in the Village Hall, Francis Road, 
Hinxworth from 12.30 pm until 2 
pm. If you’ve never been, do come, 
you’ll be most welcome.

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 

Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Although Hertfordshire remains one of the safest counties in which 
to live and work and the reality of crime is low, some people still feel 
very threatened about becoming a victim.  We understand one of the 
main fears people have is about being burgled. Our continual focus on 
tackling this crime has resulted in a significant drop in home burglaries 
year on year.

Regardless of this success, burglary remains an extremely distressing 
experience, particularly when the victims have been befriended by a 
doorstep caller with whom they’ve placed trust or been offered help. These 
criminals are most commonly known as bogus callers - to the police these 
criminals are referred to as artifice or distraction burglars. 

be aware

learn how they work and tell others

Village Supper 2007
This will be held on Saturday 17th 
November 7:30 for 8pm. Catering 
by Casino Caterers like last year.  
And hopefully entertainment 
by yourselves! £21 per ticket. 
Vegetarians, please remember to tell 
us.    Please help us out and make 
this year’s supper a return to the 
good old days and volunteer to do 
a stint doing whatever it is you’re 
good at. The more the merrier. 

offers of help
For tickets and offers of help phone 
or call Sylvia Scales on 01462 
742505 or 12 Francis Road. This 
event is in the first instance open 
to all our friends in the villages, if 
there are tickets spare we will of-
fer them outside to first come first 
served, so let me know if you may 
be interested.

Sunday 7th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 14th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 21st 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 28th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
            9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Chiefly yourselves
Wanted: entertainment for this year’s  
village supper  November 17th. 
Can you play an instrument, sing a 
song, do a dance, juggle, tell jokes, 
pretty much anything that will keep 
us amused or enthralled while we eat 
lots and drink more? Contact 
Sylvia Scales on 01462 742505. 

Freezer needed
Do you have an unwanted but 
working chest freezer? The village 
hall often has need of one for 
functions. If you are getting rid of 
one at some time fairly soon, please 
keep us in mind. Again contact 
Sylvia Scales on 01462 742505. 

Traffic warning
On Friday October  12th the 
wedding at 3.00pm of Lucy 
Stephenson to Alastair Owen may 
cause some congestion around 
Hinxworth. Readers may want 
to avoid the area rather than be 
trapped in a nuptial traffic jam. 

Hi Ya‛ll 
The Elgar concert and Multi-
Venue Quiz will soon both be 
upon us.  We have seats for the 
Concert and need more venues 
for the Quiz. 

Remember the Concert is on 
Saturday October 6th and the 
Quiz on Saturday October 20th. 
The Quiz is now complete and 
should be as much fun as last 
year’s. The Elgar programme has 
also been selected and should 
prove a musically enthralling 
evening. Call us now – it is for the 
Village Hall after all! 

T h e  n u m b e r  i s  0 1 7 6 7 
315094, the email is royal_
penguin@hotmail.com We are 
Heather and Michael Baim,  both 
sitting by the phone and computer 
waiting to hear from you. Please 
get in touch  now!

    
Well known local artist Sheila 
Ashley will be the guest tutor at 
the next Art Society workshop on 
Saturday the 20th of October at 
the Hinxworth Village hall 10 am 
to 4 pm. Contact Betty Thorn on 
01462 742858.

Help for the homeless
Guinea Pig Hutch and run, suit 
guinea pig or small rabbit. Free to 
good home. Call Stuart Lillie on 
01462 743755.

Local artist to tutor

Kundalini Yoga and meditation 
teaches you techniques and aware-
ness to stay healthy, gives you 
energy and lets you deal with 
the mental and spiritual facets in 
your life. 

why not try it?
Come along on Fridays 9.30 am 
-11am at Hinxworth Village Hall. 
For more details contact Saibung 
Kaur  on 07752 446246

Yoga on a Friday

One of the best ways to tackle crimes committed by bogus callers is to 
make as many people as possible aware of how such criminals work, so 
you can reduce the chances of yourself, your friends, neighbours or rela-
tives becoming a victim. It is also important you know what to do if you 
suspect a crime has occurred. They dress up in boiler suits and say they 
are from the water or gas board claiming there has been a reported leak 
which would need them to enter the house to investigate. They might 
ask the resident to tell their neighbours that they are making rounds. 
And as neighbours trust each others’ word, more doors are opened for 
the thieves to steal from people’s homes.

beware of sob stories
Another way bogus callers could try to gain entry is by asking for a glass 
of water, or needing to make an urgent phone call because their car has 
broken down. Whilst the householder is distracted by helping them, a 
second or even third burglar may gain entry. One routine is knocking 
on the front door and telling the occupant that their younger sister or 
brother has accidentally smashed a window at the back of the house. As 
the householder goes to investigate, an accomplice can be in and out in 
a matter of seconds.


